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“When they entered the city they went to the upper 
room where they were staying, Peter and John and 
James and Andrew, Philip and Thomas, Bartholomew 
and Matthew, James son of Alphaeus, Simon the 
Zealot, and Judas son of James. All these devoted 
themselves with one accord to prayer, together with 
some women, and Mary the mother of Jesus, and His 
brothers.” 
 
Once Jesus ascended into heaven, the beloved that He left behind gather in 
the upper room to reflect on what had happened and to prepare for what 
was to come. The first followers of Jesus remain faithful to His instructions 
to wait in Jerusalem so that the promise of the gift of the Spirit might be 
fulfilled. They take this opportunity to pray and reflect in peace and quiet 
before the fire of the Holy Spirit fills their hearts and sends them to 
proclaim the Gospel to all nations. 
 
It is important for us as Jesus’ beloved in the world today to follow the 
example of the first followers of Our Lord. It is good for us to find peace 
and quiet to reflect on the past events of our lives and to prayerfully 
prepare for what is to come. So often we are bombarded with people, 
events, and problems to solve that we fail to take the time to find meaning 
in our lives. We fail to take a prayerful look at our busy existence to see 
how God continues to be present and how He shares His grace and love 
with us. No wonder we sometimes have problems recognizing God present 
in our lives. We don’t look for Him in prayer often enough! 
 
When is the last time that you had an “upper room” experience, where you 
shut out the noise of life to prayerfully reflect on the past and ask God for 
wisdom, courage, and faith for the future? 
 

“We experience God in three ways: Beyond us; among us and within us”—
Frederick Buechner 

 

God bless!   
Fr. Dave 

 

Live-Stream Mass  
 

Daily Mass: Monday-Saturday at 8:15 AM 
 

Weekend Mass: Sunday at 9:00 AM (on May 31, this 
time changes to 9:30 AM) 
 

· Live-Stream is found on our Facebook page (https://
www.facebook.com/StStephensCatholicChurchOmaha/) 

· Recorded Mass will also be posted on our website ~60 
minutes after at stephen.org/recorded-mass.  

· For questions about accessing our Facebook page or 
website, contact Alecia Hartwig at a.hartwig@stephen.org or 
(402) 861-4515 or Cathy Ashton: c.ashton@stephen.org or 
(402) 861-4507. 

 
In-Person Mass (starting Tuesday, May  26) 
 

Daily Mass: Monday-Friday at 8:15 AM & 5:30 PM; 
Saturday at 8:15 AM 
 

Weekend* Mass: Saturday at 5:00 PM; Sunday at 
7:30 AM, 9:30 AM & 11:30 AM 
 

· *Reservations for Weekend Mass required.  Go to 
stephen.org/welcome-back to sign up and for more 
information. 

 
 

Private Prayer 
 

Daily Mass Chapel and Worship Space are open 
from 9 AM to 9 PM Monday-Friday and from 10:00 
AM to 6 PM on Saturday-Sunday. The Adoration 
Chapel is open 24/7; door access code: 9675*  

Parish Office: 
  Phone:  402-896-9675    
  Emergency: 402-896-9675 ext 2 
  Office Hours: 8:30 AM - 4:30 PM, M-F 
 

Pastor:  Fr. David Belt 
 

Associate Pastor: Fr. Padraic Stack 
 

Deacons: 
  Dcn. Ernie Abbott, (402) 506-2239  
  Dcn. Chuck Botdorf, (402) 681-4701  
  Dcn. Denny Dethlefs, (402) 861-4538  
  Dcn. Jerry Kozney, (402) 659-9219  
  Dcn. Marty Warwick, (402) 926-1253  
 

Staff Contact Info:  stephen.org/staff 
 
 

Bulletin Deadline:  
Submit requests to a.hartwig@stephen.org. 

Register as a Parishioner on our website 
stephen.org.  Click on “Become a Parishioner” in the 
footer or call the Parish office for more information.  
We’re here to accompany you on your faith journey!  
We offer many opportunities to help you and your 
family to learn, grow and form your faith.  Contact 
Cathy Ashton: c.ashton@stephen.org or (402) 861-
4507.  

Special blessings and congratulations to Becky Placek & Nick Pacal who 
were married on May 16, 2020!  

St. Stephen the Martyr Knights of Columbus invite you to join in a Devotion 
to Mary with a Rosary Prayer Service prior to the Saturday morning Mass 
on June 6th. The Rosary Service will begin at 7:45 a.m. in the Church 
Worship Space and will also be Live-Streamed on Facebook. 



555/12/2020—5/18/2020 
 

Offertory & Online Giving:                               $39,370 
Fiscal* Year-to-Date (FYTD) Actual:           $2,236,490 
FYTD Budget:                                                $2,350,352 
FY Total Budget:                                           $2,651,723 
FYTD to Total Budget Percentage:                        89% 
 

 

*SSM Parish operates on a Fiscal Year from July 1 - June 30.  
  
 

Thank you for continuing to support us through 
your Sunday Offerings and Financial 
Stewardship. Conveniently give through OSV 
Online Giving  or envelopes may be mailed to 
our office: 16701 S Street, Omaha NE 68135.   
 
 

Give online at stephen.org/give 

“I am praying for them…”   JOHN 17: 9 
 
Prayer is the foundation of our Faith and the 
foundation of Stewardship.  Pray in good times and 
in bad.   Prayer is always the first best option in any 
situation, not just the last resort.  Pray for friends 
and family and for those that don’t treat you very 
well.  Pray to give praise, to thank and to ask God 
for help.  Pray to see what God wants you to do 
with the gifts He has given you. 

From Mrs. Perrault, Principal: We had no idea when we left for Spring Break 
that we would not see the beautiful faces of our students in the building for 
the remaining part school year. I am so proud of all of them, our teachers, 
and our parents. Our parents have handled this situation with patience, 
courage, faith, and tenacity. Their support and partnership have been truly 
remarkable, and I feel that in some ways we were brought closer together as 
a school community. 
 

I know we all want answers about the Fall, but we do not have definitive 
answers about what school will look like. We are working with the state and 
the Omaha Catholic Schools to put together plans for different scenarios. As 
decisions are made, we will continue focusing on keeping our staff and 
children safe while providing the best faith-based education possible. I will 
continue communicating with parents as we learn more.    
 

If you have questions about enrollment in K-8 grades, our early childhood 
programs, or KidZone summer care and before/after school care, or would 
like to schedule a virtual or in-person tour, please email us at 
school@stephen.org.   
 
 
 

St. Stephen the Martyr School Advisory Board (SAB) is seeking three new 
members for the 2020-2021 school year. The elected members serve as a 
consultative board to the Principal and ultimately to the Pastor assisting in 
the governance of the school. Elected members will serve a three-year term 
on the SAB. The SAB is working to help develop and execute the school’s 
strategic plan through work completed in four subcommittees: Academic 
Excellence, Catholic Identity, Operational Vitality, and Governance and 
Leadership. Parishioners with strong communications, marketing and 
promotions skills, and a passion for Catholic education should consider 
applying. Application deadline is May 31, 2020. Complete application: 
https://school.stephen.org/sab-application/  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Registration for 2020-2021 was due May 15th. Please fill out a registration 
form and mail it to us or scan a copy and email it to c.weil@stephen.org. 
Payment can be mailed or dropped off at the parish office.  
Find forms at: stephen.org/re-registration.  
 
 
 

We are hosting different online events/sessions to continue to connect with, 
minister to, and share the faith with the youth of our parish. We must have 
parental permission for a youth to participate in online discussions! Please 
complete permission at www.smartwaiver.com/v/ssmymonline. 
 
Þ Global Life Night Experience-“Downside Up” Series: The Global Life 

Night Experience is a live, online session for teens which lasts about 30 
minutes. Each Global Life Night Experience will feature empowering 
speakers and worship leaders. Watch at LFTN.CO/LIFENIGHT , 4 PM on 
Sundays. This Sunday will launch a new series, “Downside Up!” 

Þ Edge Middle School Ministry: Tuesdays at 7 PM; for 5th-8th grade 
youth...An opportunity to continue to grow in faith and friendship 
together. Join us for our end of year wrap-up…it’s game night! 

Þ Steubenville Update: It saddens our hearts to share with you that this 
summer’s Steubenville Youth Conference in Rochester, MN has been 
canceled. The good news is that plans are in the making to offer a virtual 
Steubenville Conference this summer, free of charge! This event is still in 
the planning stages, and details will be shared as they are available. 
Refunds have been issued to those who had previously registered to 
attend the Steubenville Conference. Please contact Laura at 
l.bogue@stephen.org with questions or concerns. 

 
If you are not receiving emails from Youth Ministry, please contact Laura 
Bogue at l.bogue@stephen.org or join through Flocknote. 
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Stay in the Communication with us! 
Our primary communication tool is email using 

Flocknote. If you are not receiving our emails 
please follow the steps at stephen.org/flocknote 

or call the parish office to give us your email.   

Reconciliation
 

Tuesday: 5:30-6:30 PM & Saturday: 3:30-4:45 PM 
 

Only 10 people or less can gather. Confessions will be heard 
in the Daily Mass Chapel or the Worship Space. 

 

Baptism 
Baptisms are celebrated on Sundays. No more 
than 10 may gather.  Parents are required to 
attend a preparation class — now online!  Contact 
the parish office for information or visit: 
stephen.org/baptism-class. 

 

Matrimony 
Preparation for Marriage begins at least 6 months 
prior to the desired wedding date. Contact parish 
office for more information. 
 

Anointing of the Sick 
Contact Deacon Denny at (402) 861-4538 or 
d.dethlefs@stephen.org. 

 

Homebound Eucharist 
Due to COVID-19 restrictions, Homebound 
Eucharist is not offered at this time. 



   
Saturday, May 23*
 8:15 am † Bill Adams  
 
Sunday, May 24* 
 9:00 am †  James Geiger  
  NA SI   Our Parishioners  
  
Monday, May 26 (Memorial Day)* 
 8:15 am   †  Russ Mitchell 
 
Tuesday, May 27 
 8:15 am   †  Joe Tiese 
 5:30 pm  † Connie Daniels  
 
Wednesday, May 28 
 8:15 am SI  Steve & Arlene Kramer 
 5:30 pm †   Helen Circo  
 
Thursday, May 29 
 8:15 am † Charles Harpenau 
 5:30 pm † Stanley Krupa    
Friday, May 30 
 8:15 am † Steve Little 
  5:30 pm †  Holy Souls    
Saturday, May 31 
 8:15 am † Richard Shaw 
 5:00 pm † Dorothy Cyzz  
 
Sunday, June 1 
 7:30 am †   Rene Bastarache  
  9:30 am SI   Our Parishioners  
11:30 am  †  Juanita Mutuc   
SI = Special Intention       † = Repose of the Soul 
*Please note: The May 23, 24 & 26 Masses are private and 
will be Live-Streamed.  Public Mass begins May 27. 

Anthony Barela 
Ray Brueneteau  
Ricky Epperson, brother-in-law of Bob and Lisa 
Goldsmith  
Janeen Harbert, sister of David 
Mary Mannino, daughter of Lou  
Ashlee Nielsen & newborn baby Clementine  
Warren Wills, brother of Wendy Synowicki 
 

Scott Harris, brother of Pat Miller  
Robert Menard
Karl Ostrem, father of Jennifer Jones 
Teri Visek, wife of Gary  

You’re invited to help plan our Parish Festival. What will it look like socially-
distanced? Join a zoom meeting on June 2nd at 6:30 p.m. to brainstorm 
ideas on how to rethink this wonderful community event. Your input is 
wanted and invaluable as we explore together how to gather our Parish for 
a day of fellowship.  Please RSVP to Nicole  at n.neesen@stephen.org. The 
meeting link will be provided upon receipt of your RSVP. 
 
 

We are so excited about having people back in our church and to begin 
celebrating the sacraments together soon!  In preparation to receive the 
Eucharist, we will be hosting several opportunities for Eucharistic Adoration 
with Benediction in the Church Worship Space.  
Þ Friday, May 22nd from 7 to 8 PM  
Þ Sunday, May 24th from 4:00 to 5:00 PM with Solemn Vespers following 
 
We do ask that you consider the following. 
· There is still a risk for anyone who attends a public event.  We strongly 

encourage facemasks and those who have been exposed, vulnerable, or 
not feeling well on the day of the event to stay home. 

· Space will be limited.  All adorers must use the sign-up genius to reserve 
your spot. Go to: https://stephen.org/eucharistic-adoration-signup/  

· Social Distancing will be practiced.  All adorers are expected to keep and 
seat themselves at least 6 feet apart from other families and 
individuals.  We will not be able to congregate in the Gathering Space 
before or after Eucharistic Adoration. 

· Adorers are not required to stay the entire hour, however, to ensure that 
all spaces are properly sanitized, we recommend adorers to come early to 
secure your seat. 

 
 

A lose precious stone appearing to come from a ring-mount was found 
weeks ago during routine cleaning in the Church.  If you lost such as stone, 
please contact the parish office at 402-896-9675. 
 

We encourage parishioners to be mindful of scam email or phone calls that 
appear to be from St. Stephen the Martyr Parish, School or one of our 
Clergy. Recently an email went out to many, allegedly from Father Dave 
asking for help. This was not from him and a likely a scam. Delete the email. 
We will never send an email or make a phone call requesting gift cards or 
cash.  Emails not from “stephen.org” or “flocknote.com” are not from us. 
Unfortunately, we have no control over this spam but want you to be aware.  
If in doubt about an email please call the Parish office at (402) 896-9675.  
 

Our sense of normalcy has changed. We are in unprecedented times. If you 
are hurting and need to talk, we are here. We offer one-to-one, Christ-
centered care, and support. Our parish staff and trained volunteers 
attentively listen, compassionately discuss, and confidentially move toward 
resolution (including external resource referrals, when necessary). Contact 
Deacon Denny Dethlefs at (402) 861-4538 or the Parish Office at (402) 861-
9675 (select option #2 after hours). 

You are not alone! Did you know St. Stephen the Martyr has prayer warriors 
who are ready to pray for YOUR intention? God has given us this incredible 
gift to intercede on behalf of others through prayer and thanksgiving! 
 

Submit your prayer request to be shared with our Prayer Line Ministry and/
or with our Parish Family at: stephen.org/prayer-line or call Beth Wetgen 
at (402) 669-4793. 
 

If you would like to be part of the Prayer Line Ministry, please contact Beth 
Wetgen at pudenzbe@hotmail.com or (402) 669-4793. Or contact Cathy 
Ashton at c.ashton@stephen.org or (402) 861-4507.  

 
“They received the Holy Spirit.”  The Blessed Virgin Mary 
intercedes for your faithfulness to the vocation to which 
the Spirit is leading you.  If you think God may be offering 
you the grace of serving Him and His people as a priest 
or in the consecrated life, contact the Vocation Office at 
(402) 558-3100 or email: vocations@archomaha.org. 
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When you think of the Knights of Columbus, you 
probably think of Pancake Breakfasts or a Lenten Fish 
Fry. These are probably two of the most visible activities, 
but the Knights do so much more! They provide financial 
support to our parish, school, vocations, and food pantry. 
Support is also provided to our community with the 
Coats for Kids program, Pro-life activities, disaster relief, 
and community food pantries. In addition to monetary 
support, you will find Knights donating their time and 
talents in our parish and community. 
 

The Knights of Columbus is a fraternal organization of 
Catholic men building a bridge back to faith. Our goal is 
to help men, their families and their parishes grow closer 
to Christ. Service and charity are at the heart of the 
Knights. Men, the only requirements to becoming a 
Knight is to be a practicing Catholic in union with the Holy 
See and at least 18 years old. If you are interested in 
becoming a Knight, there is a short ceremony (called the 
Exemplification of Charity, Unity, and Fraternity) that you 
must attend.  
 

If you are interested call Grand Knight Jim Spurgin  
(402-651-3166) or Deputy Grand Knight Scott Napierala 
(402-490-9547) and they will answer any questions you 
may have and provide you with the information you need 
to register for the ceremony. God Bless! 
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Kyle Schlautman, C.P.A. Parishioner
11905 P St., Ste 101 • 345-4311 • kyle@randersoncpa.com

Tax & Accounting Services

Braman Mortuary 
& Cremation Services 

 72nd Street Chapel Southwest Chapel 
 1702 N. 72nd St. 6505 S. 144th St. 
 391-2171 895-3400

Both Chapels Offering Caring Services  
at Affordable Costs for Omaha Families

JOHNSON 
HARDWARE CO.
1201 Pacific      402-444-1650

SHOWROOM 
13817 Industrial Rd   402-445-2596

We create Happiness by Inspiring your 
Lifestyle in your home and Enhancing 

business Environments. 
 Responsibly

90th & L • 592-7072

Don’t Just Frame It, Frame It Right

Art & Custom Framing
18118 Wright Street (181st Center)

402.697.1577
ridgeview.deckthehalls.com

Anthony & Mary Barela - Parishioners

Tiburon Golf Club and 
Banquet Facilities

10302 South 168th St

402-895-2688 
www.tiburongolf.com

Welcome to Delicious
152nd & ‘Q’

Show this ad for 10% off your purchase

15615 Pacific St.   933-5090

WEST

Quality Training at Affordable Prices

 402-593-9051
   Parishioner   Mary Lorraine Miller

www.MLDanceCenter.com

OFFICE & EVENT CLEANING

POST CONSTRUCTION CLEANING

FLOOR CLEANING & REFINISHING

402-680-7838
http://the-office-cleaners.com/

See us at

raymartinco.com 

558-8198 
www.hughestree.com

Serving Omaha For Over 50 Years

Tritz Plumbing Inc.
894-0300

“Family Owned & Operated Since 1945” 
4718 S. 135th Street 

www.tritz.com

 Mike Tritz Kate Pachunka 
 parishioner parishioner

7805 W Center Road • 402-391-3900

heafeyheafey.com

Jim Matgen, Parishioner

ATTORNEY AT LAW

 
CUSTODY • VISITATION • CHILD SUPPORT

DIVORCE • PATERNITY MODIFICATIONS

5822 S. 142nd St. • (402) 390-0123

www.FathersRightsOmaha.com

DADS HAVE RIGHTS TOO!®

6460 South 84th Street
402.339.1226

Susan & Michael Leahy - Parishioners

MONTESSORI 
CHILDREN’S 

ACADEMY

For Children ages 6 Weeks-6 YearsFor Children ages 6 Weeks-6 Years

144th & Harrision 144th & Harrision 

402-502-9118402-502-9118

Mission Village  
Animal Clinic

KATHERINE KNAKE, DVM 
BETH SOULLIERE, DVM

894-5550

16843 “Q” St.  

Omaha Orthopedic Clinic 
& Sports Medicine, P.C.

11704 West Center Road Suite 200 
(402) 691-0500  www.omahaorthopedic.com 

A Practice of Excellence Since 1934 
Pain can’t wait and neither should you

OOC

402-334-6708    11422 Miracle Hills Dr. 

 

Shops of Legacy 168th & Center

896-1246
www.olympicpoolomaha.com

Fit Right. Feel Great!

Omaha’s Only Custom 
Bra Boutique

Kelly Rocha

Owner 
Parishioner 

Certified Fitter

trulyubras.com 

(402) 990-5008 
Located right behind Cabela’s

402-758-8701 • WESTGATE.BANK

Call today for a no obligation quote. 
Auto, Home Life, Business

Larry and Tony Schmitz | Agents

(402) 895-3663

Contact Matthew Church • mchurch@4LPi.com • (800) 950-9952 x5898

Katie Frazell
402-871-9170

Blessings in 2020 to the  
parishioners of St Stephens

KFrazell@NebraskaRealty.com
NebraskaRealty.com/Agents/Katie-Frazell

Proud Parishioner

17055 Frances St, Ste 102 (402) 557-5862 
Omaha, NE 68130 frostperio.com

Medicare 
made easy

Kristin Ehlers 
(402) 630-0033

Call For 
Appointment



It ALL StArtS WIth US

402-339-1667
www.actionbatteries.com
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omahakidsdentist.com

SMILE STATION
PEDIATRIC DENTISTRY

Bryan Hohenstein D.D.S 
(Parishioner)

Matt Schieber D.D.S

Rick Carstens D.D.S.
Bryce Cushing D.D.S.

(402) 330-5535
180th & Harrison 
168th & Maple

You’re on the Right Track to a Healthy Smile!

Specialized Care for:
Infants, Children & Young Adults

Contact Matthew Church to place an ad today! 
mchurch@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x5898

Full Service Meat Counter 
Freshest Produce • Carryout

    www.fareway.com 17070 Audrey St. 
               Hours: (168th & Harrison) 
M-S 7am-9pm, Closed Sun. 895-2989

Dustin Ourada 
Parishioner

dourada@farmersagent.com

(402) 658-3414

Dustin Ourada Insurance Agency

2710 South 114th Street • Omaha, NE 68144

Auto • Home • Life • Business 

Ridgeview 
Dental

Dr. Candi Filbrandt
Parishioner

402-884-8880 • 180th & Center
www.DrCandi.com

Dr. Paul Blecha

16831 Q Street  
Omaha, NE 68135
402.894.1181
Office Hours by Appt.
www.blechafamilydental.com

132nd & Center
402.281.3900 

Support • Advocacy • Guidance • Enrichment

Mental Health & Addiction Counseling 
Marriage & Family Therapy 

Child & Teen Counseling

LOREN DEXTER 
ma, plmhp, pladc 

parishioner 
402-885-6980 13808 U St
SageCounselingOmaha.com

Walnut Grove 
Retirement Community

Celebrate Life. 
All-Inclusive Independent Living.

Call to learn more or schedule a tour: 

402-281-3510

4901 S. 153rd St. • Omaha, NE 68137 

WalnutGroveRetirement.com

Açaí Bowls • Smoothies • Fresh Juices • Salads • Paninis • Catering

Two Locations: 
Shops of Legacy | Aksarben Village

www.VitalityBowls.com

MENTION THIS AD FOR 10% OFF
Local Parishioner Owned

Mark Harrison 
402-817-9494
3552 Dodge St, Omaha
mharrison@npdodge.com 
markharrison.npdodge.com

HAPPY 
NEW YEAR

2020!


