September 12th, 2021

Mass Schedule
Daily: Monday-Friday at 6:30 AM & 8:15 AM*;
Saturday at 8:15 AM*
Weekend: Saturday at 5:00 PM; Sunday at 7:30 AM,
9:00 AM*, 10:30 AM & 6:00 PM
*These Masses will be live-streamed on our Facebook
Facebook page (https://www.facebook.com/
StStephensCatholicChurchOmaha) and our website
(stephen.org/live-stream)
Private Prayer
Daily Mass Chapel and Worship Space are open
from 9 AM to 9 PM Monday-Friday and from 10:00
AM to 6 PM on Saturday-Sunday. The Adoration
Chapel is open 24/7; door access code: 9675*
Eucharistic Adoration Holy Hours
Þ Sundays with Solemn Vespers from 4 to 5 PM
Þ First Friday of the Month from 9 AM to Noon
No sign up required. Come as you are to spend time
with Jesus. In the Worship Space or Facebook Live.
Parish Office:
Phone: 402-896-9675
Emergency: 402-896-9675 ext 2
Office Hours: 8:30 AM - 4:30 PM, M-F
Pastor: Fr. David Belt
Associate Pastor: Fr. Ben Boyd
Staff Contact Info: stephen.org/staff
Bulletin Deadline:
Submit requests to a.hartwig@stephen.org.

Register on our website stephen.org. Click on “Become
a Parishioner” in the footer, call the parish office or
contact Adam Ybarra, Director of Evangelization and
Catechesis at 402-861-4507 or a.ybarra@stephen.org.

Along the way He asked His disciples, ‘Who do people say that I
am?’ They said in reply, ‘John the Baptist, others Elijah, still others
one of the prophets.’ And He asked them, ‘But who do you say that I
am?’ Peter said to Him in reply, ‘You are the Christ.’”

Jesus asks two different questions in our Gospel today. The
first question is easy to answer, because it asks about other
people. It’s easy to talk about what other people are saying
about Jesus. The second question is a lot more personal and
more difficult to answer. Jesus is looking for a personal statement of faith,
which He receives in St. Peter’s answer, “You are the Christ.” But even
though Peter proclaims His faith in Jesus, He and the other disciples still do
not understand the prediction of Jesus’ passion and death. They want a
Messiah who will be mighty and powerful, not one that will be weak and
vulnerable.
We too want a Messiah that will be mighty and powerful—and will act
immediately! We don’t like to suffer ourselves, and so we can get frustrated
with Jesus when our prayers aren’t answered according to our schedule.
But Jesus shows us through His own journey to the cross that we must
deny ourselves and courageously suffer in fidelity to God and His plan.
If we want to be disciples, we must understand that faith in Jesus Christ
never promises a “quick fix” to all our problems and pain. The road to the
glory of the Resurrection first takes us to the suffering of the cross.
“Who do you say that I am?” Are you ready to make the same faithful
response that Peter made? Are you ready for the consequences of your
proclamation of faith?
“Without the burden of afflictions, it is impossible to reach the height of
grace. The gift of grace increases as the struggle increases.” –Saint Rose
of Lima
May God bless you!
Father Dave

Everly Lou Dethlefs, daughter of Ryan and Allison
Alitza Eva Marie Shafer, daughter of Nicholas and Renata
Lucas Stephen Shafer, son of Nicholas and Renata
Levi Alessandro Flores, son of Juan and Erminia
Margaret Lynn Rugg, daughter of Jordan and Nicole
Theodore Luke Kator, son of Benjamin and Kylie
Harper Kimberly Liermann, daughter of Kody and Amanda
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Reconciliation
Tuesday: 5:30-6:30 PM & Saturday: 3:30-4:45 PM
Baptism
Baptisms are celebrated on Sundays. Parents are
required to attend a preparation class. Contact
the parish office for information or visit:
stephen.org/baptism-class.
Matrimony
Preparation for Marriage begins at least 6 months
prior to the desired wedding date. Contact parish
office for more information.
Anointing of the Sick
Contact Deacon Denny at (402) 861-4538 or
d.dethlefs@stephen.org.
Homebound Eucharist
Contact the parish office to make arrangements.
Church office phone number: (402) 896-9675

Stay in Communication with Us!

Our primary communication tool is email using
Flocknote. If you are not receiving our emails
please follow the steps at stephen.org/flocknote
or call the parish office to give us your email.

United in Christ to ignite the joy of faith, community, and learning.
Þ Is your family registered for Martyr Marathon fundraising? —
Martyr Marathon, our school’s largest fundraiser, is scheduled for
Friday, September 24th and fundraising is underway. Help us reach our
all-school fundraising goal of $60,000 - we can’t do it without you! Get
your family registered by following the simple steps outlined on
school.stephen.org/martyr-marathon.
Þ Renaissance® STAR™ Assessments — Our students are in the process
of completing their first (of three) reading and math assessments for
the year. These assessments allow teachers to pinpoint exactly where a
student's abilities are at a given time, while also charting their progress
and allowing teachers to tailor learning and standards to their students’
level and abilities. Learn more and read the Parent’s Guide to STAR™
Assessments on our website at school.stephen.org/star.
Þ September Hospitality – Help Needed! — The Home & School
Association is hosting Sunday Morning Hospitality for the month of
September following all of the Sunday morning Masses. Please come
and help welcome our parishioners and hand out donuts! Register at
school.stephen.org/volunteer.
Þ Safe Environment Training: Monday, September 20th — Thinking
about volunteering at SSM during the 2021/2022 school year? All school
volunteers ages 19+ must be Safe Environment* certified. St. Stephen
the Martyr will host a training session in the Dining Room from 6:30 – 9
p.m. Training is free but registration is required. Learn more at:
school.stephen.org/safe-environment-training.

Þ Welcome Religious Education Families — We hope everyone has had

Offertory & Online Giving 8/31-9/6/2021:
Actual:
Budget:
FYTD Actual:
FYTD Budget:

$39,289
$50,323
$467,652
$476,666

St. Stephen the Martyr operates on a Fiscal Year from July 1—June 30

Thank you! Your financial support
is vital to the well-being of our
church and school!
To make an offertory or other
financial gift using Online Giving,
simply scan the QR code or go to
stephen.org/give.
Offertory envelopes may also be
mailed to our office: 16701 S
Street, Omaha NE 68135.

a great transition back into school. We are looking forward to another
year of growing in faith with the children!
Þ Stay Informed — Check out the Family Connection RE News, sent weekly
through Flocknote and website at stephen.org/religious-education
Þ Cookie Dough Fundraiser — We will be kicking the year off with our
cookie dough fundraiser. Students will bring home order forms this
week and will have the month to fill orders. The frozen tubs will sell for
$16 each. Stock up your freezer for all the tailgating, and family
gatherings for the Fall!

Þ Youth Ministry Kick-Off Parties — Wake up, Tweens and Teens! A new
year of youth ministry is upon us, so get ready for “Breakfast: The Most
Important Meal of the Day!” That’s right, Friends. This year’s kick-off will
be a breakfast-themed party! Wear your pajamas, enjoy breakfast for
dinner, partake in some eggciting party games and waffle through some
sticky challenges.
¨ Life Teen (High School) — Sun. Sept. 12: 7-9 PM in GPC
¨ Edge (Middle School) — Tue. Sept. 14: 6:30-8 PM in SSM Dining Room

Þ Adults and High School Volunteers Needed — We are currently

looking for more adults (19 and older) to join our EDGE core team of
mentors for our middle school youth, as well as high school teens to
help assist during Edge nights. If you love sharing your faith and enjoy
working with youth, our core team could be the place for you…We
would NOT be able to offer youth ministry programs without our
amazing core team family! Please contact Laura at l.bogue@stephen.org
or at 402-861-4509 for more information on becoming involved with
youth ministry, or visit the Core Team page of our website.

There is no cost to attend our weekly gatherings. Dinner is included.
Come when and as often as you can! Annual parent waiver is required.
Complete today at: www.smartwaiver.com/v/ssmym2021
For more information contact Laura Bogue, Youth Ministry Director, at
l.bogue@stephen or (402) 861-4509.

The 2021 Archbishop’s Annual Appeal is
beginning in our parish. Parishioners will
soon be receiving an invitation from
Archbishop Lucas to support the work of
the Church through a personal financial
commitment. The Annual Appeal supports
the parishes, schools, and ministries across
the archdiocese. I hope you will join us in
making a gift to the Archbishop’s Annual
Appeal.
Fall Adult Faith Formation and Bible Studies are forming! Here are ones to
consider! If you are hosting a study or have an interest, please reach out to Adam
Ybarra, Director of Evangelization and Catechesis at 402-861-4507 or
a.ybarra@stephen.org.
Women's Bible Study - 2nd Saturday Mornings
Join other women of St. Stephen the Martyr to study Kevin Perrotta’s: John 1-10 - I Am
the Bread of Life.
Þ When: 2nd Saturday of each month from 8 -10 AM, beginning October 9
Þ Where: Parish Center
Þ Register: call Janice Dethlefs at 402-651-0153
Acts of the Apostles and Pauline Letters—Tuesdays Mornings
Begins with the outpouring of the Holy Spirit and the birth of the Church. The study of
the Acts of the Apostles helps us understand the four marks of the one, holy, Catholic
and apostolic Church. St. Paul of Tarsus was one the most influential letter-writers of all
time. Learn how his missionary travels in Acts are linked to ten of his apostolic letters.
This study demonstrates the recapitulation of Jesus Christ in the life of the Apostles and
ultimately in the life of the Church.
Þ When: Tuesday from 9:15 to 10:45 AM, began Sept 7 (but you can join anytime)
Þ Where: Parish Center
Þ Format: Read together, answer questions (that will be supplied to everyone
ahead of class time), and watch the Seeking Truth Sharon Doran lecture
Þ Register: email Diane Burton at burdi561@gmail.com
The Complete Sayings of Jesus—Wednesday Mornings
Join us to study exactly what Jesus said, to whom did He say it, where He was when He
said it, what was their reaction, and what was the context. Like the Jefferson Bible, this is
an attempt to edit the four gospels into a consistent account, in this case focusing on the
words of Jesus. There is plenty of connecting narrative around the instances where Jesus
speaks, so this is better than simply presenting each quote out of context. The focus on
what Jesus is attributed as saying makes it easier to browse the core texts of the New
Testament. All in all, a very useful reference, and a great read. (Quote from sacredtexts.com)
Þ When: Wednesday from 9:30 to 10:30 AM, beginning October 13
Þ Where: Parish Center
Þ Format: Present the material in chronological order of our Savior’s making the
statements. Presenters include Deacon Marty Warwick and Cindy Bazis. The
book is available on Amazon or free as a PDF on the internet.
Þ Register: email Deacon Marty at mwarwick3@cox.net

Our financial goal for this year’s Annual
Appeal is $193,928 and our participation
goal is 19 percent of registered
parishioners. As disciples of Jesus, we are
invited to trust, to let go of fear and open
our minds and hearts to God’s saving work.

“Whoever wishes to come after me must
deny himself, take up his cross, and follow
me.” - Mark 8:34
Living a stewardship lifestyle means not
only being responsible for my own life, but
for the lives of others as well. We realize
that our gifts are not intended for
ourselves, rather they are meant to be
shared with others. “Taking up my cross”
means doing things when someone else
needs me and not when it’s convenient for
me.

Cards & Games every second and fourth
Thursday at 1 PM in the Parish Center.
Þ September 23rd & October 14th
Save the date for "Hats Off To Fall"
dinner & social on Thursday, Oct. 21.
This Men's and Women’s group (age 55+)
gathers for fun social events, special projects,
and support. No dues or commitment. More
information at stephen.org/primetimers.

Stay up-to-date with Martyr
Moms on our Facebook Group

https://www.facebook.com/
groups/161991407828766

Bring your family and friends to experience community with food, inflatables
and fun. Plus live music by Weekend Getaway, adult beverages for sale, and
activities presented by the Home and School Association in celebration of the
17th Annual Martyr Marathon.
Purchasing Your Tickets
¨ We encourage you to purchase your tickets in
advance at stephen.org/fall-festival or scan this
QR Code
¨ Your ticket will be a wristband that includes an allyou-can-eat served BBQ buffet and unlimited play for
the kids on the inflatables. You’ll love the served BBQ
buffet. Find the menu at stephen.org/fall-festival.
¨ Adult tickets/wristbands (ages 15+) are $15 and
children (ages 3-14) are $10. Children under age 3 are FREE. Maximum
family price is $60. Adult beverages are $5, cash only, at the bar.
¨ Thanks to the generosity of many sponsors, 100% of proceeds will support
St. Stephen the Martyr!
Sign Up to Volunteer
¨ Thank you to everyone who has already signed up to help! We invite youth
and their parents to help us with setting up beginning at 9 AM on Sept.
25th — a great opportunity for service hours! And we invite adults to help
us with pre-buy check-in, putting on wristbands, greeters, inflatable
supervising, clean-up, and more.
¨ Sign up to volunteer at stephen.org/fall-festival.
Thank You, Sponsors!
¨ There is still time to be a sponsor! Add your name or company to this list.
Please contact Catiana Urrutia, Development Associate at 402-861-4541
or c.urrutia@stephen.org.

For this past year many of us have been
cooped up at home due to the pandemic
which has resulted in family members
getting on each other’s nerves. As
companies start their re-opening, they
are confronted with a short supply of
employees to meet the need of their
customers resulting in frustration and a
lack of patience. As I talk with
parishioners, we focus on the root of the
conflict and any possible truth to the
criticism and how we are going to choose
to handle. Contention can cause pain,
especially when we feel misunderstood
or wrongly accused. If someone speaks
untruths about us, it seems as though
salt is being poured into the wound. A
typical first reaction is self-defense and
an attempt to claim our rights, yet God’s
word teaches a different approach. The
proper response to criticism and conflict
is humility. In Psalm 7, David reflects
being persecuted but immediate asks the
Lord to test his own heart and reveal if
he has done anything wrong, instead of
taking matters into our own hands.
Roman 12:19 reminds us never to take
our own revenge, but rather to leave
vengeance to God. As verse 21 tells us,
“Do not be overcome by evil, but
overcome evil with good.” In other words,
we must leave the situation with God and
trust Him to vindicate us in His time and
way. Ask yourself: Am I willing to check
my own motives before pointing the
finger or becoming defensive? Through
prayer ask the Lord for the grace and
humility to examine our own heart and
trust Him to be our defender. Another
grace filled option is to celebrate the
sacrament of reconciliation. Sometimes
our weight is so heavy after talking about
the situation and we need the grace of
our Lord to assist us in our thoughts,
feelings, and emotions. Share those
thoughts freely with our priests and
allow the forgiveness that we seek to
enter our hearts. Fr. Dave and Fr. Ben
can help us in confession to help carve
out a new direction and to allow find the
peace we desire. Always know that your
parish faith family is here when you need
us. Blessings, Deacon Denny,
d.dethlefs@stephen.org or 402-861-4538.

Saturday, September 11

8:15 am † Charles & Ann Muhlbauer (DB)
5:00 pm † Doris Synowicki (BB)

Sunday, September 12

7:30 am †
9:00 am SI
10:30 am †
12:00 pm
6:00 pm †

Terry Doukas (BB)
St. Stephen parishioners (DB)
Kyle Nolan (BB)
Covid-19 Memorial (DB)
Ron Kuzelka (DH)

Monday, September 13

6:30 am † William Wills (BB)
8:15 am † Richard Ahlberg (BB)
Tuesday, September 14

6:30 am † Roman Knier (DB)
8:15 am † Patricia Kielty (BB)

Wednesday, September 15

6:30 am SI Jason D. (DB)
8:15 am † Steve McGregor (BB)

Thursday, September 16

6:30 am SI Alvin Fuchs (DB)
8:15 am † Fern Scigo (DB)

Friday, September 17

6:30 am † Ellen Hoeppner (DB)
8:15 am † Tom Kerkman (BB)

Saturday, September 18

8:15 am † Gene Jessen (BB)
5:00 pm † Judy Klein (DB)
Sunday, September 19

7:30 am †
9:00 am SI
10:30 am †
6:00 pm †

Lewis Storm (MS)
St. Stephen parishioners (DB)
Kyle Nolan (DB)
Marge Wittwer (BB)

SI = Special Intention
† = Repose of the Soul
DB=Fr.Dave Belt; BB=Fr.Ben Boyd ; DH=Fr.Dennis Hanneman;
MS=Fr. Matt Spotts
Note: Priest schedule subject to changes

Pete & Judy Bartman, parents of Trinette
Shamburg
Diane Hayes, sister of Sue Klopp
John Klopp, husband of Sue Klopp
Emmett Hassenstab
Cate Durrett, daughter of Rob and Carolyn
Susan Garro, wife of Greg
Frank Kankousky, husband of Patti
Stephen Reestman, brother of Pam Roberts
Gerry Moseke, husband of Florence
Molly Felker, daughter of Stacy and Mike
Bob Jaeck, husband of Nancy Major-Jaeck
Patty Daniell, sister of Kathy Riley

You are not alone! St. Stephen the Martyr has prayer warriors who are ready to pray for YOUR
intention! God has given us this incredible gift to intercede on behalf of others through prayer
and thanksgiving! Submit your prayer request to be shared with our Prayer Line Ministry and/
or with our Parish Family at: stephen.org/prayer-line or call Beth Wetgen at (402) 669-4793.

SKUTT CATHOLIC FALL MUSICAL
Join our students as they present "James and the Giant Peach". Fun for the
whole family with 6 opportunities to see the show! Run dates are Thursday
Sept 23, Saturday Sept 25, Sunday Sept 26, Thursday Sept 30, Saturday Oct 2,
and Sunday Oct 3. Sunday shows are at 2 pm. All other shows at 7 pm. All
seats general admission - adults $8 and students K-12 $6. Tickets can be
purchased in advance at https://docs.google.com/forms/d/
e/1FAIpQLScpdpHwuc00n5mcPDtcs4OC5DG69TAAWmIlOyl33d5QqtpxgQ/
viewform. Tickets also available at the door. Look carefully and you will spot
some SSM grads in the show!
CATHOLIC BUSINESS GROUP-OMAHA SOCIAL/MIXER
Date: Thursday, September 16th, 2021.
Place: Rathskeller Bier Haus, 4524 Farnam St. (indoor/outdoor space)
Time: 4:30pm - 6:00pm
Cost: NO Fee. Beverages & snacks available.
NO rsvp for this event. Just bring your Catholic friends & business associates.
SPONSOR/SUPPORT REQUEST: If you would like to help financially support our
Catholic Business Group-Omaha (CBGO) by sponsoring one of our upcoming
Monthly Events, please contact John, at yochumja@yahoo.com. We will help
promote your business or organization in return for your support!
REMINDER: You’re invited to the 2021 Archbishop’s Dinner for Education on
September 23! The Archdiocese will honor eight educators who will be
recognized in person at the CHI Health Center Arena. Join us as we gather
together to help elevate our Catholic schools and Catholic education. There are
many ways to show your support!
Learn more at: https://archomaha.org/dinnerforeducation
THE GRIEVING WITH GREAT HOPE WORKSHOP is a path through grieving after
the death of a loved one. We connect people with other people on the same
path, not necessarily the same journey. There are no stages to grief on this
journey, everyone experiences loss in their own way. It is with prayerful
reflection, practical learning and personal fellowship we learn to continue this
journey in life after the loss of a spouse, child, parent, sibling, grandchild or
friend. Please come and join us at St. Cecilia Cathedral’s Monsignor Graham
Building on Tuesday evenings October 5th through November 9th 2021 at 6:30
PM. Space is very limited; please call or email Dcn Jim Tardy at (402) 391-3711
or jtardy@catholiccem.com.
IGNATIAN VOLUNTEER CORPS OF OMAHA CONCERT INVITATION
Please join us for Dan Schutte live in concert on October 1st at 7:00 PM or
October 3rd at 2:00 PM at the Harper Center Auditorium at Creighton. Dan
Schutte, the composer of songs such as “Here I am, Lord” and “Table of Plenty,”
will offer a gathering of song, stories, and reflection. To learn more and
purchase tickets, please visit www.ivcusa.org/Omaha. If you have questions,
please contact Anne Mollner at amollner@ivcusa.org. Presented by Ignatian
Volunteer Corps of Omaha.
CATHOLIC DAUGHTERS AT ST. ROBERTS
Join the St. Robert’s Catholic Daughters for an afternoon of Cards, Games, and
Lunch on Tuesday, September 28 from 11:00 am to 3:00 pm. Gentlemen who
would like to reserve a table for cards, bridge, or the games of your choice are
also welcome. Cost is $20 for lunch and door prizes. For more information or to
make reservations, call Sally Wehbey at 402-333-4067 or Mary Ann Kuhn at 402551-4376. To play bridge, you will need a partner or table of four. Reservations
are required.

One of the most effective ways to care for your family is with a current estate
plan. Are your estate plans up-to-date?
Here are some questions to consider:
¨ Have there been significant life changes with your family (marriages,
divorces, births, deaths, etc.) since you last updated your will or trust?
¨ Are you certain that your assets are properly titled? Titling issues may cause
your assets to be unintentionally distributed to someone.
¨ Will your plan cause unity or division among your heirs?
¨ What legacy will you leave for your family? For your parish, or Catholic
schools you or your children attended?
Talk to your lawyer to make sure your estate/will or trust is up to date and
about the best way to remember St. Stephen or the Archdiocese of Omaha n
your will or estate plans. You can also reach out to Tony LaMar, Legacy
Planning Officer, Archdiocese of Omaha at 402-557-5650 or
ajlamar@archomaha.org and/or Dan Koenig, Director of Operations at St.
Stephen at 402.861.4543 or d.koenig@stephen.org
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Don’t Just Frame It, Frame It Right
Art & Custom Framing
18118 Wright Street (181st Center)
402.697.1577
ridgeview.deckthehalls.com
Anthony & Mary Barela - Parishioners

Proud Parishioner

17055 Frances St, Ste 102
Omaha, NE 68130

(402) 557-5862
frostperio.com

Welcome to Delicious

152nd & ‘Q’
Show this ad for 10% off your purchase

15615 Pacific St. 933-5090

ST

WE

ATTORNEY AT LAW

DADS HAVE RIGHTS TOO!®

Jay Bergmeier | JayBergmeier.com
402-895-7500

168th & Q
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Susan & Michael Leahy - Parishioners
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• 3-D Mammography
• Bone Densitometry
• Ultrasound
• General Radiography

(402) 592-0711

7950 Harrison St
RadiologyConsultants.com
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402.289.4316
Rooferees.com
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Mary Lorraine Miller
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Parishioner

Dustin Ourada Insurance Agency
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Hours:
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James O’Brien, dds
(402) 934-8999
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Omaha, NE

Safe, Comfortable,
Predictably Successful
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• Complex Bone Grafting/Augmentations
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Unmatched quality variety & service since 1995!

huskerhounds.com • 800-860-5844

SMILE STATION
PEDIATRIC DENTISTRY
Bryan Hohenstein D.D.S
(Parishioner)

Matt Schieber D.D.S
Rick Carstens D.D.S.
Bryce Cushing D.D.S.
Amanda Snyder D.D.S.

402-330-5535

180th & Harrison
168th & Maple

You’re on the Right Track to a Healthy Smile!

omahakidsdentist.com
Specialized Care for:
Infants, Children & Young Adults

		

For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952 • www.4lpi.com		

16831 Q Street
Omaha, NE 68135
402.894.1181

Office Hours by Appt.
Dr. Paul Blecha
www.blechafamilydental.com

St. Stephen Martyr, Omaha, NE

A 4C 02-0349

