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St. Thomas Aquinas  

  & St. Mary Cluster 

Webster City�� Williams  �

Hospitality    Prayer    Formation    Service�

21th Sunday in Ordinary Time�

August 23, 2020�

Spiritual Communion 

Prayer�

�

My Jesus, I believe that 

you are present in the 

most Blessed 

Sacrament. I love You 

above all things and I 

desire to receive You 

into my soul. Since I 

cannot now receive You 

sacramentally, come at 

least spiritually into my 

heart. I embrace You as 

if You were already 

there and unite myself 

wholly to You. Never 

permit me to be 

separated from You. 

Amen.�

Announcements for 

Opening �

for Masses�

�

At STA the Parish Center 

doors to the foyer and gym 

will be the only entrance �

that we will use. �

Mass will be in the gym.�

�

It is PREFERRED that people �

wear masks.  Hand sanitizer �

will be available.�

�

If you are over 65 or have 

underlying medical 

conditions, we ask that you 

use your best judgement on 

attending.  Remember that 

everyone is still dispensed 

from the law to participate�

in the Mass. �

�

There will be no coffee �

& rolls at STA.  �

�

Daily Mass will be in the 

church and for those Masses 

people will be asked to 

socially distance and sit �

in the first six rows of �

the church. �
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WEDNESDAY PRAYER GROUP AFTER 8:30 AM MASS.  

Divine Mercy Prayer is recited and only takes 10�15 

minutes, everyone is welcome to attend!!�

 Readings for the Week�

COVID�19 RESPONSE� Being Safe at Mass�

The dispensation of the obligation of attending Mass is 

still in place. You are invited to join in the Spiritual 

Communion prayer at the time of Communion.  �

Please plan to arrive early so that everyone can be seated 

with social distancing.  We prefer that you do wear a mask 

and use the hand sanitizers. Please call the office at 832�

1190 if you have any concerns or questions.  �

PLEASE CONSIDER ONLINE GIVING�

Our parishes are grateful for your continued �

support at this time.  Thank you!�

Faith in our Future Campaign�

Campaign Cabinet members have met with campaign 

counsel.� Father Meyer will be announcing the campaign 

on Saturday, September 12th at Mass.  We will be having 

the Campaign Kickoff Event on Sunday, Sept. 27th.  Watch 

for more details to come soon! We hope that Celebration 

Weekend will coincide with our Harvest Festival scheduled 

for November 8.��

�

Phase I of Renovation � HVAC upgrades and related���

Asbestos abatement in the lower level of the church is 

complete.  The drop ceiling and partition wall are gone 

and duct work has started. THANK YOU to our volunteers 

who helped remove the ceiling tile & metal gridwork and 

the partial walls. This work done by parishioners has saved 

on costs and very much appreciated!�

�

Friends of St. Thomas Ball:� "We Believe"�

Join us LIVE on the St. Thomas Aquinas School Facebook 

page on Friday, August 28 at 8:00 PM. www.facebook.com/

stthomasaquinaswc/  The auction bidding will start on 

Friday, August 21st.  Get registered now at 

www.stthomasball.com by selecting the virtual admission 

on the registration page for no charge.  When the bidding 

opens, you will get a link to join and bid if you choose.  

You will be required to enter credit card information to 

bid on any items but no charges will be made to your card 

unless you donate or are the winning bidder of an auction 

item. �

Readings for the week of August 23, 2020�

Sunday:� Is 22:19�23/Ps 138:1�2, 2�3, 6, 8 [8bc]/Rom 11:33

�36/Mt 16:13�20 �

Monday: Rv 21:9b�14/Ps 145:10�11,12�13,17�18 [12]/Jn 1:45�51�

Tuesday: 2 Thes 2:1�3a,14�17/Ps 96:10,11�12,13 [13b]/Mt 23:23�26�

Wednesday: 2 Thes 3:6�10,16�18/Ps 128:1�2,4�5 [1]/Mt 23:27�32�

Thursday: 1 Cor 1:1�9/Ps 145:2�3, 4�5, 6�7 [1]/Mt 24:42�51�

Friday: 1 Cor 1:17�25/Ps 33:1�2, 4�5, 10�11 [5]/Mt 25:1�13�

Saturday: 1 Cor 1:26�31/Ps 71:1�2, 3�4a, 5�6ab, 15ab and 

17 [cf. 15ab]/Mk 6:17�29�

Next Sunday: Jer 20:7�9/Ps 63:2, 3�4, 5�6, 8�9 [2b]/Rom 

12:1�2/Mt 16:21�27�

August 23, 2020� 21

st

 Sunday in Ordinary Time�

The only way to know God is to love God. Our minds will 

never fully grasp the mystery of God, but our hearts and 

souls can learn to love the mystery. Years ago, when life 

had a more innocent quality to it, we believed what we 

were told or witnessed, unless there was direct evidence 

otherwise. This was especially true if the information 

came from someone in authority. In a sense, we were a 

bit more gullible on one hand but also more trusting on 

the other. The latter is an admirable quality that sadly 

can be eroded when we realize we have been duped. With 

education and technological advances, we find ourselves 

more skeptical and less likely to too quickly accept and 

believe what we see and hear.�

For all of the good that social media can do, it can also 

easily distort reality and truth. Photoshop and a myriad 

other technological truths can add to, fabricate, and make 

even the non�existent seem real. It is amazing. How far do 

we allow this obviously justifiable skepticism to take us? 

Questioning and doubting are healthy elements of any 

good relationship as long as we don’t allow them to turn 

us away from a deeper experience of love and encounter. 

If we cannot get our minds around something or empirically 

justify or prove it, we tend to declare it a hoax, untrue, 

or unauthentic and walk away. The very same trust that 

can quickly be eroded is exactly what is essential for all of 

our relationships, especially our relationship with God. 

With all things and people that make a profound claim on 

us, we have to trust in the absence of knowledge. Full self

�investment involves plunging completely into the unknown!�

Simon Peter said to Jesus, “You are the Christ, the Son of 

the Living God.” Peter came to this knowledge, which is 

not “head knowledge” because of the relationship he 

shared with Jesus and what God was able to reveal in and 

through that relationship. Peter simply “knew” because of 

love that this is who Jesus really is. The silent exchange of 

love between friends, and not an intellectual exercise of 

the mind, brought Peter to this place. When we stop and 

think about it, there are many things in life that we simply 

know but do not completely understand. When someone 

sacrifices their own well�being for another, it may not 

make intellectual sense when examined. But it makes a 

world of sense when it is carried out. The vastness of 

reality and an encounter with incomprehensible mystery 

all lead us to profound silence where we simply know 

something to be true. Have you trusted enough to allow 

your relationship with God to bring you to this place or are 

you still too skeptical?� ©LPi�

Saturday, August 29�

'Mental Health Minute' videos�

Has the COVID19 pandemic left you feeling out of sorts in 

a way you can’t quite describe? ��In addition to the physi-

cal toll, an emotional heaviness is also being experienced 

by many.� If you’re experiencing these things, you’re not 

alone.� Catholic Charities licensed counselors have pre-

pared ten (10),�brief 2�3 minute 'Mental Health Minute' 

videos on a variety of topics, emotions and situations that 

parishioners may be experiencing while being physically 

separated from their parish communities.�View all the 

Mental Health Minute videos 

at�www.CatholicCharitiesDubuque.org/resources�
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Reconciliation�

Reconciliation will be available by appointment and every 

Saturday from 4:00�4:30 pm at St. Thomas Aquinas. 

Reconciliation is also available every Sunday, at 7:30 am 

at St. Mary, or by appointment.�

Baptism�

Celebrated during weekend Masses. Parents are required 

to take a pre�baptismal class at St. Thomas Aquinas before 

scheduling the baptism. Register by calling 832�1190.�

Matrimony�

Couples planning marriage are asked to make an 

appointment with the Pastor at least 6 months before 

anticipated date of marriage to discuss preparations and 

necessary requirements.�

Sacraments�

Please call the parish office if you would like Fr. Meyer to 

visit you during a hospital stay, or you are in need of 

pastoral care or prayer support. With the privacy laws, 

health care facilities can only call us if specified by the 

patient. Call 832�1190.  Also, if you or a loved one are 

homebound, please call the parish office to make 

arrangements for a minister to visit and bring communion.�

Pastoral Care�

Office Hours�

St. Thomas Aquinas�

  Monday � Friday 8:00 a.m. � 2:00 p.m. �

� � � OPEN during lunch.�

St. Mary�

 � By appointment.  Call Father at the STA Church �

� Office or the rectory to make an appointment.�

Directory�

St. Thomas Aquinas Committees�

Pastoral Council Chair�Jeff Lampman �����515�835�1310�

Finance Council Chair�Pat Foley������������515�297�1811�

Stewardship Chair�����������������������������������������������

Parish Life Chair�Daniel Garnett�������������417�214�1033�

Faith Formation Chair�Amy Shannon�������515�227�0444�

School Board Chair�Sarah Staley������������515�835�0724�

K.C. Grand Knight�Kyle Heffernan����������515�293�0026 �

Prayer Chain�Bridget Roden�����������������515�832�3992�

�    Linda Groves������������������515�832�3041        �

St. Mary Committees�

Finance Chair�Keith Bowden�����������������515�859�7004�

Pastoral Council Chairs�Annette Jeffers�����515�689�3509�

                                  �Sharon Wiese �����515�835�0177 �

Prayer Chain�Mary Fankhauser��������������515�571�3911�

                    Rod Dagit�����������������������515�854�2200�

Catholic Charities�������������������������������1�800�772�2758�

(For Counseling Services, call to schedule an appointment.  

Counseling appointments are available at the St. Mary office.)�

Sister Rita Menart�����������������������������������319�272�2138�

�

�

Bulletin deadline is Monday, noon for any notices, announcements 

etc. you wish to have included in the bulletin.  Please call, email or 

drop off the notice to the office.�

PARISH SUPPORT�

We now have a “donate” button on our Facebook page�

 and online on the website is also available!!�

�

St. Thomas Aquinas Collections �

August 16, 2020� � �

� ADULT Envelopes � $9,055.00��

      Offertory Collection� $5.50�

� Auto�Tithe� $1,510.00�

� TOTAL� $10,570.50�

�

Total amount needed weekly to cover expenses $10,665.00�

�

St. Mary  Collections �

August 16, 2020� � �

� ADULT Envelopes � $335.00��

      Offertory Collection� $46.00�

� TOTAL� $381.00�

�

Total amount needed weekly to cover expenses $1,440.00�

�

Thank you for your gifts to God through your church. �

 Auto Tithing is available for STA parishioners, directly from 

your bank account on the 1st or 15th of the month. �

Call 832�1190 to sign up.  Your generosity is appreciated!�

It’s all on�line @ www.stthomaswc.org �

Check out our website to read all of the cluster information 

and click on Resources for links to our Diocese and the USCCB. �

The school has a Facebook page!���

https://www.facebook.com/stthomasaquinaswc/�

�

The church also now has a Facebook page!�

https://www.facebook.com/stthomaswc/   �

�

We will continue to use email to communicate reminders and send the 

bulletin but you are now able to contact us through Facebook as well.�

�

The bulletin can now be emailed to you weekly, if you would 

like your email included, please call or email Rita at the office 

to be put on the list!�

St. Thomas Parish Offices�      515�832�1190�

STA Fax: � � �      515�832�3757�

�

St. Mary Parish Office �     �      515�854�2241�

�

Pastor Fr. Stephen Meyer�

Email: dbq218@dbqarch.org�

Rectory (local#)�515�606�4069�

�

STA & SM Secretary/Bookkeeper � Rita Wolfgram�

Email: dbq218sec@dbqarch.org�

Phone:  515�832�1190    Cell:  515�835�2129�

�

Director of Faith Formation � Deacon Dan Hurt�

Email: dbq218re@dbqarch.org�

Phone:  515�832�1190    Cell:  515�835�9972�

�

Director of Liturgy & Music � Marty Doerning�

Email: dbq218s@dbqarch.org �

Phone: 515�832�2343�

�

Development Director � Heidi Tesdahl�

Email:  dbq218s1@dbqarch.org�

Phone:  515�832�1190    Cell:  515�835�9359�

Hours:  Tuesday & Thursday  8:00 am�4:00 pm�

�

School Phone: ��      515�832�1346�

School Fax: � �      515�832�1212�

�

School Principal �  Theresa Schleisman�

Email: tschleisman@stswc.com�

�

School Secretary � Sharon Smith�

Email: ssmith@stswc.com�



St. Thomas Aquinas �

  �Saturday����������������������������������������������  5:00 pm�

  �Sunday������������������������������������������������10:00 am�

  �3rd,4th & 5th Tuesdays�������������������� 8:30 am�

  �Wednesday����������������������������������� 8:30 am�

  �Friday����������������������������������������� 8:30 am�

St. Mary�

  Sunday����������������������������������������� 8:00 am�

  Thursday�������������������������������������� 8:30 am�

Nursing Home Masses�

  Crestview�1st Tuesday of month���������� 9:00 am�

  Southfield�2nd Tuesday of month�������� 9:00 am�

�

  MASS TIMES MAY CHANGE FOR HOLY DAYS�WATCH 

THE BULLETIN FOR INFORMATION.�

Mass Schedule�

4B�

  School News� �     �

MASS INTENTIONS�

 Church Happenings�     �

 Faith Formation��     �

TEAR OFF FLAP FOR YOUR WEEKLY REFERENCE�

MISAS EN ESPANOL: Parroquia San Juan, 608 2nd Ave 

NE, Clarion, IA.  Misa en espanol todos los sabados a las 

8:00 p.m.  Parroquia San Patricio, 1405 North Federal 

St., Hampton, IA.  Misa en espanol el 1er sabado del mes 

a las 7:00 p.m. Servicios de la Palabra en espanol en 

Ausencia del Sacerdote el resto de sabados del mes.  �

Daily Mass has resumed at both parishes.�

Please use only the first six pews in the church.�

Thurs, Aug 27, 6:30 pm  Knights of Columbus Mtg�

Thurs, Sept 3, 7 pm  STA Finance Committee Meeting�

Tues.  �Aug 25 � 8:30 am  STA � Jim Fortune�

Wed.  � Aug 26�  8:30 am  STA � Vincent Hoeger�

Thurs. �Aug 27�  8:30 am  SM � Jr Brim & Crilly Family�

Fri.     �Aug 28�  8:30 am  STA � Dwight Baker�

Sat.        Aug 29� 5:00 pm  STA � Live Streamed/In Person �

� � � � � Roy Gapp�

Sun.  � Aug 30�  8:00 am SM � Jerry Holtkamp &�

� � � � SM & STA Parishioners�

                        10:00 am  STA �  NO MASS�� �

We are hoping to borrow some picnic tables for our 

school. Due to our capitol campaign renovations, our 

cafeteria is currently not available until October 1

st

.  

Since we will be eating lunch outside as much as 

possible, we are in need of some picnic tables. Please 

contact Mrs. Schleisman (tschleisman@stswc.com) if you 

have a picnic table that the school can temporarily use 

until renovation is completed. �

STA school is graciously accepting financial donations to 

support all the Covid�related expenses (mainly for safety 

equipment and technology) that we have been incurring 

since our school closure in March.   Please make checks 

out to STA Covid Fund.�

Due to some recent changes in the WC public school 

calendar which involves bus transportation, STA has 

made the following changes:�

� *Our first official day of school will be Wednesday, 

August 26th.�

� *Aug 24/25 will serve as an "open house/back to school" 

time wherein parents and their child/children will have a 

designated time to bring materials to school and visit��

briefly with teachers to�review some first day expectations 

and a few new�routines for the beginning of our school year.�

� �*Parents will receive communication from teachers 

next week (via email) regarding� scheduling a specific 

time for you and your child/children.�

� � *August 26th and August 27th will be�a 2 hour early 

release.�

� � � �*Friday, August 28th will be a regular full day.�

Ministry Schedule 

We welcome any newcomers or young people who �

would like to share their gifts and talents.��

�

St Mary�� �

Sunday,  Aug 30 at 8:00 am  �

Greeters �������������������������������������������������NONE�

Lector  ����������������������������������������Emmaly Trask�

Mass Server(s)  �����������������������������������������NONE�

Gift Bearers  ��������������������������������������������NONE�

Comm. Ministers �������������������������Deacon Dan Hurt�

��������������������������������������������������������������������

Pianist/Cantor �������������������������������������Judy Ose�

�

St. Thomas�

Saturday,  Aug 29 at 5:00 pm  Live Streamed & In Person �

Lector���������������������������������������������Pat Powers�

Servers ��������������������������������������������������NONE�

Comm. Ministers �������������������������Deacon Dan Hurt

������������������������������������������������������������NONE�

Sacristan ������������������������������������������������NONE�

Pianist/Cantors�������������������������������������Jean Fox�

�

Sunday, Aug 30 at 10:00 am  NO MASS �

Lector ���������������������������������������������������NONE�

Servers ��������������������������������������������������NONE�

Comm. Ministers ���������������������������������������NONE

������������������������������������������������������������NONE�

Sacristan ������������������������������������������������NONE�

Pianist/Cantors�����������������������������������������NONE�

 �

Ushers Sept � Sat 5 pm Team # 1    Sun 10 am Team # 2�

�

CELL PHONES:� �

A reminder to everyone to turn off cell phones 

when they come to Mass.  Thank you!�

Wed, August 26, 10 am  Adult Bible Study�

Faith Formation�

It is great news that we can once again celebrate Mass 

with our Parish Family.�We still have a long way to go, 

however, before everything gets back to normal.� The 

obligation to attend Mass has been lifted for the 

foreseeable future, & we will continue to live stream.�

Please do not come if you are sick, do not feel comfortable, 

or have been around others who have recently been sick 

or diagnosed with COVID�19.�The celebration of First 

Communion and Confirmation are still on hold at this 

time.�We will continue to update you with any changes 

as we move forward. Also, I ask all of you to pray for 

each other and for anyone who has suffered, is suffering, 

or those who have died from COVID�19 or any other 

illness during this time.�

We have several parishioners in nursing homes or 

homebound, and they also need our prayers.�We have 

not been able to visit our shut�ins since this has begun, 

so writing letters or sending cards is a great way to reach 

out to someone who may feel pretty lonely. If you would 

like to send a card or letter to one of our shut�ins, or if 

you would like your child to color or draw a picture, write a 

letter, or make a card, please call the parish office & 

leave your name and number. This is a great opportunity 

to reach out to others during this difficult time.��

Adult Faith Formation�

The Gospel of Matthew Bible Study�Each Wednesday at 10 AM�

Join us online each Wednesday, for approximately 40 

minutes, as we dig deeper into the Gospel of Matthew.�

You do not have to attend each week.�It is okay to attend 

on just those Wednesdays that you are available, and 

you may join any time.�We will read scripture together 

and have an in�depth discussion.�Please call the parish 

office at 515�832�1190 if you would like to be part of this 

Bible Study.�To participate, we need to send an invite 

for this Zoom meeting to your email or cell phone.�

4A�
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Comm. Ministers �������������������������Deacon Dan Hurt

������������������������������������������������������������NONE�

Sacristan ������������������������������������������������NONE�

Pianist/Cantors�������������������������������������Jean Fox�

�

Sunday, Aug 30 at 10:00 am  NO MASS �

Lector ���������������������������������������������������NONE�

Servers ��������������������������������������������������NONE�

Comm. Ministers ���������������������������������������NONE

������������������������������������������������������������NONE�

Sacristan ������������������������������������������������NONE�

Pianist/Cantors�����������������������������������������NONE�

 �

Ushers Sept � Sat 5 pm Team # 1    Sun 10 am Team # 2�

�

CELL PHONES:� �

A reminder to everyone to turn off cell phones 

when they come to Mass.  Thank you!�

Wed, August 26, 10 am  Adult Bible Study�

Faith Formation�

It is great news that we can once again celebrate Mass 

with our Parish Family.�We still have a long way to go, 

however, before everything gets back to normal.� The 

obligation to attend Mass has been lifted for the 

foreseeable future, & we will continue to live stream.�

Please do not come if you are sick, do not feel comfortable, 

or have been around others who have recently been sick 

or diagnosed with COVID�19.�The celebration of First 

Communion and Confirmation are still on hold at this 

time.�We will continue to update you with any changes 

as we move forward. Also, I ask all of you to pray for 

each other and for anyone who has suffered, is suffering, 

or those who have died from COVID�19 or any other 

illness during this time.�

We have several parishioners in nursing homes or 

homebound, and they also need our prayers.�We have 

not been able to visit our shut�ins since this has begun, 

so writing letters or sending cards is a great way to reach 

out to someone who may feel pretty lonely. If you would 

like to send a card or letter to one of our shut�ins, or if 

you would like your child to color or draw a picture, write a 

letter, or make a card, please call the parish office & 

leave your name and number. This is a great opportunity 

to reach out to others during this difficult time.��

Adult Faith Formation�

The Gospel of Matthew Bible Study�Each Wednesday at 10 AM�

Join us online each Wednesday, for approximately 40 

minutes, as we dig deeper into the Gospel of Matthew.�

You do not have to attend each week.�It is okay to attend 

on just those Wednesdays that you are available, and 

you may join any time.�We will read scripture together 

and have an in�depth discussion.�Please call the parish 

office at 515�832�1190 if you would like to be part of this 

Bible Study.�To participate, we need to send an invite 

for this Zoom meeting to your email or cell phone.�

4A�



Medical Equipment & Supplies

515-832-4849
909 Willson Ave. • Webster City 

www.mymedmart.com

     For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952   •  www.4lpi.com         St. Thomas, Webster City, IA            A 4C 02-0360

GENTLE FAMILY DENTISTRY
Kellee A. Shey, D.D.S.
(515) 832-2291
812 2nd St.,  
Webster City, IA
Office Hours by Appointment

          Gordon Elbert
               Custom Homes
Quality at affordable prices

325-6279
gordonelbert@wmtel.net

Blairsburg, IA

Timothy J. Finucan 
Financial Advisor

508 2nd Street, Webster City, IA 50595-0249 
Bus 515-832-4155        Toll Free 800-779-8586

Mutual Funds, Stocks, Bonds,CD’s 
Serving Individual Investors Since 1871

 
 

Webster City • Fort Dodge • Lehigh

515-832-6346

PLUMBING, HEATING
& AIR CONDITIONING

905 Seneca St. • Webster City, IA 50595
(515) 832-3566

 

GROCERY • 832-5040

MEAT • 832-1861

942 2nd St.

WEBSTER CITY 
AUTO CENTER LLC 

129 2nd Street 
515-337-6638 

Joshua Woodward-
General Manager, Parishioner 

josh.woodward@wcacgm.com 

WebsterCityAutoCenter.com 

401 Fair Meadow Drive 
515.832.3071 

wcfbank.com

Tindall ChiropraCTiC
dr. Kyle heffernan d.C.  

Parishioner, Knight of Columbus 

515-832-3033
1527 Superior St. Webster City 50595 

Foster Funeral &  
Cremation Center

 800 Willson Avenue 
 Webster City, Iowa 50595

515-832-2110
     Amy Erickson Keller 

Bob Erickson 
Tracy Dickerson

www.fosterfuneralandcremation.com

GENERAL AUTO REPAIR  • TUNE-UPS 
 AUTO ELECTRIC SPECIALISTS • EXHAUST WORK 

AIR CONDITIONING SERVICE • NOW SELLING TIRES!

910 Seneca St. • 832-5061 • www.gerberautocare.com

Contact Bert Spore to place an ad today! 
bspore@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x2527

FLAT ROOF SPECIALISTS SINCE 1985
Serving Iowa & Upper Midwest

800-208-9693 | GrellCommercialRoofing.comwww.eaglegrovepharmacy.com

Commercial • Residential • Bonded • Insured
New Construction Remodels Additions

Locally Owned & Operated

GEHLHAUSEN GEHLHAUSEN 
CONSTRUCTIONCONSTRUCTION

515-573-3654515-573-3654

515-576-0864
Midwest Ecostruction llc

Roofing • Additions • Remodeling • Concrete 
Drywall • New Construction

Custom Finish Work Post Frame Buildings

515-297-2847

Spray Foam Insulation • Roofing • Waterproofing • Blown-In

Dane Haman 
dane@foamcatz.com | dane_haman@hotmail.com

1328 Wall Street, Webster City
C: 515-230-1824 | O: 866-425-FOAM (3626)

Kenville Law Firm, P.C.
Alyssa Kenville 

Attorney & Counselor at Law 
Practicing in Family Law

515-955-4444
1415 Superior St, Webster City

Janelle Walterman 
Salon Owner/ Hairdresser

515-832-3254 
713 Des Moines St Webster City

Walk-ins Welcome Or by Appointment


