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Pastor’s Carner

May the Peace of Christ Jesus be with you. All
too soon, the summer has rolled by, and fall
beckons. It is my prayer that everybody had a
restful and fulfilling summer.

| am sure that you were in an expectant mood,
questioning who this Fr. Anane is, coming to
take over from Fr. Stephen Meyer. But, finally,
thanks to God, the waiting is over, and | am here. | reported and took over the
reins of pastoral administration on 13 July 2021. The Archbishop installed me
in to office on 21 August 2021 at the St. Mary Church,

Williams. | should

I should thank all of you for the warm reception you | thank all
have so far accorded me as your new Pastor. | thank Of you f or
my predecessor, Fr. Steven Meyer, for 11 years of the warm
faithful and dedicated service to the Churchof Christ, | reception
comprising St. Mary and St. Thomas Aquinas Churches you have
in Williams and Webster City. | am highly indebted to so far

the staff, namely Rita Wolfgram, Deacon Dan Hurt,

Heidi Tesdahl, Melissa Hindt, and Theresa Schleisman. accorded
They have offered me all the necessary support | | IMe as your
need to begin my work as a new Pastor. Finally, my | new Pastor.
gratitude goes to the Pastoral Councils of SS. Peter
and Paul, St. Mary, and St. Thomas Aquinas. My maiden meetings with them
struck a chord of friendship and promptly signaled their readiness to accept me
and work with me harmoniously as their new Pastor.

Last but not least, | am grateful to the Parishioners of SS. Peter and Paul,
St. Mary, and St. Thomas Aquinas for already making me feel at home in
the Archdiocese of Dubuque. The various postcards, formal and informal
invitations to dinner, fraternal greetings, commendations, and encouragement
. have demonstrated that. So far, | have met with many committees in all three

Inside churches, and | hope to visit the rest of the groups and societies to see how
1-2 Pastor’s Corner they are doing and what | can do to support them.
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. . | am aware of the previous cluster of St. Mary and St. Thomas Aquinas

| 3-4 Youth Faith Formation Churches and the realignment and inclusion of SS. Peter and Paul and their

5 From the Principal's Desk resultant challenges. May | thank the task force that was composed to lead

6 Update from Development this transition on their excellent work. | know that uncomfortable adjustments

7 Church Office Update and inconveniences characterize every change. But thanks to God, most of you

‘ . have accepted it in Good Faith. | believe it is a challenge, but | pray that all of
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] us take it as one of the sacrifices we are bound to face as faithful followers of |
8 Upcoming Events Christ. Christianity is not a religion of convenience; there comes a time that

continued on page 2



Pastor’s Corner from page 1

we shall be called upon to reset our priorities in favor of our
Faith and our worship; | believe that this is one of them. My
predecessor, Fr. Steven Meyer, philosophically sums it all up
when he says, "We change often in life. It can be difficult to
get used to it. Remember change takes time. Few changes
are eagerly embraced, but the wise will be open to consider
the benefits of proposed adjustments. Behind some small
changes just might lurk significant rewards.”

The devastating effect of COVID-19 and its impact on our
liturgical life is evident to all of us. We pray for the repose
of the souls of our fellow Catholics who could not survive the
scourge of this virus. My prayers go out to their families and
loved ones. It is ironic when things seem to be getting back
to normal; here we are with the threat of a resurgence of
COVID-19 and its devastating effects. Let us all intensify our
prayers for divine intervention as we do our best to protect
ourselves and others.

I warmly welcome our teachers, school children, and
students to school, especially those who have come to
school for the first time. | pray that they will have a very
successful academic year, devoid of any unnecessary
interruptions. The St. Thomas Aquinas Church renovation is
ongoing and gradually nearing completion. Unfortunately,
due to unforeseen circumstances beyond our control, the
contractors could not meet the deadline. We are, however,
hopeful that sooner than later, the Church will be ready for
us to move in.

As you may be aware, this year has been declared,
"Archdiocese One" stewardship year by the Archdiocese. | am
sure you have heard about it, but we shall tell you more in
due course. In the meantime, let us all pray and be prepared
so that we can live up to our accolade as "Champions of
Stewardship" in the Archdiocese of Dubuque.

If the Lord spares us the imminent scourge of Covid-19 and
our church doors remain open, we shall let you know all the
programs lined up from September to December.

| feel at home in lowa, the Dubuque Archdiocese, St. Thomas
Aquinas Church, St. Mary Church, and the SS. Peter and Paul
Church. Therefore, | am here to serve Christ, His People and
His Church. The Church is all of us, of which Christ is the
head (Colossians 1:18). It is, therefore, my prayer that all
of us will team up and work together to build the Kingdom
of God (Psalm 133:1). This is so because "together, we shall
stand, but divided we shall fall.” May "the Peace of God,

which transcends all understanding, guard your hearts and
your minds in Christ Jesus." (Philippians 4:7). Amen.

Our New Music
Director!

by Melissa Hindt, Music Director

Hello! My name is Melissa Hindt and | am the music director
for the St. Thomas Aquinas and St. Mary parishes. | have
been teaching pre-school - 6th grade music at St. Thomas
Aquinas School for the past year, so | am happy to say yes to
this new endeavor and see how God will work through our
gift of music ministry.

| have witnessed wonderful music making and directing
from the guidance of Marty Doerning over the last eight
years. | am honored to carry on traditions that were set in
place by her loving hands and am thrilled to create new
ones within our church families! One of my desires is to
collaborate musically for special celebrations within the
church year, for example during Advent and Lent, along with
Christmas and Easter, as well as other holy days and special
events. Inviting more voices for choral singing monthly at
our weekend liturgies is also something | feel encouraged to
do. | am also excited about having our children/youth sing
more at Mass again. Hearing their voices gives us a little
sample of Heaven. Another role of mine will be helping
engaged couples find the right song selections for their
wedding. It will be an honor of mine to help them prepare
for that sacrament they will receive.

| look forward to welcoming more people into our music
ministry— through singing, playing an instrument and
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developing more ways to give praise and honor to God. |
believe that music is a beautiful way of expressing our
gratitude to our Heavenly Father, and in turn it connects us
in ways beyond our understanding.

My family and | have been members of St. Thomas Aquinas
since August of 2013. That is when Webster City became our
new home. Our church family has helped so much in making
us feel at home. My husband, Jim and | have four children.
Three of them are blessed to be St. Thomas Aquinas alumni
and our youngest, Eli, is our last one to make his way
through there. My heart is overjoyed with this chance to
lead our faith family through song, and my hope is that God
will bless our efforts and pour His love over us as we join
together to glorify Him. | welcome new thoughts, ideas,
instruments and voices, so please feel free to visit with me
if you feel so called to. | will be in the church office every
Wednesday from 10:30 to noon; otherwise, you can find me
just down the hall in my music room!

May St. Cecilia, the patron Saint of music, watch over us
and work through our music ministry!

With Joy,
Melissa
mhindt@stswc.com

Youth Faith
Formation

By Deacon Dan Hurt

Another year of Youth Formation is about to begin on
Wednesday, October 6™! As baptized Christians and
members of the Body of Christ, it is our duty to form and
build disciples, to evangelize and build up the Kingdom
of God, to teach and strengthen the knowledge of our
Catholic Faith, to share the Gospel, and to help children
and adults build a deeper relationship with Jesus Christ. As
a Church, it is our responsibility to assist the parents with
these tasks through Youth Faith Formation. Youth Faith
Formation (Religious Education) will be every Wednesday
from 6:30 PM to 7:30 PM. These formation classes are
for all students in grades K-12. They are required for
all students who do not attend Catholic School. If your

child does attend Catholic school, they are invited and
encouraged to attend as well. All parents are asked to
visit our website at https://stthomaswc.org/, scroll to the
Faith Formation Page, and click on registration to register
their child(ren).

Besides Youth Faith Formation on Wednesday nights,
we also have several teens who plan on attending NCYC
(National Catholic Youth Conference) in Indianapolis from
November 18-21. At this conference, the high school
teens will get the opportunity to get together with other
high school teens from all across the United States. The
numbers have been greatly reduced this year because of
COVID, but it will still be an amazing experience! The
teens will listen to some great bands, worship together,
learn more about their faith and their selves during the
breakout sessions, and grow more in love with Jesus Christ.
We will plan a special meal where the students can share
their stories when they get back. COVID has prevented
us from having our annual mission trips/pilgrimages, so it
will be great seeing the youth get active again. Thank you
to everyone who has supported our youth financially with
our fundraising efforts. Please keep the youth attending
NCYC and their chaperones in your prayers. In addition
to NCYC, in October, the high school teens will have an
opportunity to attend a weekend Mission Trip, so watch
the bulletin for details.



