
1906 Sycamore · Granger, IA 50109 PHONES 
Church Office ....................................... 999-2239 
Fax  ........................................................ 999-2208 
Dowling High School ........................... 225-3000 
 

WEBSITE 
www.assumptiongranger.com 
EMAIL ........... parish@assumptiongranger.org 
Fr. Dominic…father@assumptiongranger.org 
After hours for Fr. Dominic call 515-444-1767 
 
FOR THE DIOCESE 
Website ........................................... dmdiocese.org 
Information on Priesthood and religious life 
vocationsonline.com 
Catholic Charities www.CatholicCharitiesDM.org 
__________________________515-244-3761 
 

 

SUNDAY MASS SCHEDULE 
Streaming on Church Website: 
https://assumptiongranger.org by 5pm on Saturday 
You tube:  Assumption BVM Church on your Smart TV 

 

 
 

MARRIAGE 
Call the office at least 1 year prior to intended  
date of wedding. 
 

 
 

BAPTISM 
Call the church office at least one month before  
intended date. Our next Baptismal class is  
scheduled

 

 

PARISH STAFF 
Fr. Dominic Assim ......................................... Pastor 
Rev. Mr. Tom Schenk .............. Deacon/Adult Faith 
Rev. Mr. Dennis Wright ................................ Deacon 
Anita Stahowick ...................... Business Manager 
Brenda Erps ............................... Parish Secretary 
Cathy Davidson ......... Director Religious Education 
Lori Ancona ............................................ Music Director 
Gretchen Watznauer ......................... Youth Director 
 

ASSUMPTION PARISH MISSION STATEMENT 
“To bring everyone together as people of God sharing 
the Bread of Life and living the Law of Love through  

service to all our neighbors”. 

April 26, 
 2020 
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Monday, April 27 

8:00 am       Cancelled until  further notice 
Tuesday, April 28 
 8:00 am Cancelled until further notice 
Wednesday, April 29 

8:00 am  Cancelled until further notice 
Thursday, April 30 
 8:00 am Cancelled until further notice 
Friday, May 1 
    5:30 pm Cancelled until further notice 
Saturday, May 2 
 5:00 pm Mass, In Memory of Elizabeth Conrad 
Sunday, May 3 
   8:00 am       Mass, In Memory of Florence Sweeney 
 10:00 am Mass, For the People of Assumption Church 

K !" Y!$% C&'(!)*+ F&*'( 
Indulgence 
The Church has published a plenary indulgence for people who 
are sick with the coronavirus COVID-19, and anyone caring for 
people who are sick with the coronavirus COVID-19, and people 
who are quarantined because of the coronavirus COVID-19.  The 
conditions for receiving the plenary indulgence are: a spirit of  
detachment from any sin (like saying “I hate sin”); the intention to 
go to Confession, receive Holy Communion, and pray for the 
Pope’s intentions as soon as possible; participate (even via the  
media) in the celebration of Holy Mass, or the Rosary, or the Way 
of the Cross, or if that isn’t possible, to recite the Creed, the Our 
Father and the Hail Mary.  During this time of pandemic, a  
plenary indulgence is also available to the Catholic faithful who in 
addition to having a spirit of detachment from any sin, have the 
intention to go to Confession, receive Holy Communion and pray 
for the Pope’s intentions as soon as possible – make a visit to the 
Blessed Sacrament, or read Scripture for at least 30 minutes, or 
pray the Rosary, or make the Way of the Cross, or recite the  
Divine Mercy chaplet for the following intentions: an end to the 
pandemic, relief to those afflicted, and eternal salvation for those 
who have died.  Finally, a plenary indulgence is granted to people 
at the moment of death, when they are unable to receive  
Anointing and Viaticum.  The only conditions are that the person 
be properly disposed, have recited a few prayers during his/her 
lifetime, and at the moment of death to hold or look at a cross or 
crucifix, if possible. (9:22) 
Next week:  Easter Season. 
If you would like a specific topic about the  Catholic faith  
addressed, submit your question via email to  
parish@assumptiongranger.org with “Catholic Faith”  included in 
the subject line.  

Readings for the week of April 26, 2020 
Sunday: Acts 2:14, 22-33/Ps 16:1-2, 5, 7-8, 9-10, 11 [11a]/1 Pt 1:17-21/ 
 Lk 24:13-35   
Monday: Acts 6:8-15/Ps 119:23-24, 26-27, 29-30 [1ab]/Jn 6:22-29 
Tuesday: Acts 7:51—8:1a/Ps 31:3cd-4, 6 and 7b and 8a, 17 and 21ab [6a]/
 Jn 6:30-35 
Wednesday:  Acts 8:1b-8/Ps 66: 1-3a, 4-5, 6-7a [1]/Jn 6:35-40 
Thursday: Acts 8:26-40/Ps 66:8-9, 16-17, 20 [1]/Jn 6:44-51 
Friday: Acts 9:1-20/Ps 117:1bc, 2 [Mk 16:15]/Jn 6:52-59  
St. Joseph the Worker: Gn 1:26—2:3 or Col 3:14-15, 17, 23-24/Ps 90:2,  
 3-4, 12-13, 14 and 16 [cf.17b]/Mt 13:54-58 
Saturday: Acts 9:31-42/Ps 116:12-13, 14-15, 16-17 [12]/Jn 6:60-69 
 
Next Sunday:  Acts 2:14a, 36-41/Ps 23:1-3a, 3b-4, 5, 6 [1]/1 Pt 2:20b-25/ 
 Jn 10:1-10 

In the face of the unfolding epidemic of the coronavirus 
COVID-19, we are moved to fervent prayer and renewed 
trust in the Lord of Life.  We petition God that all people 
might be delivered from harm and that those who have 
been most greatly affected through death, illness, or loss of 
livelihood might know Christ’s compassion and, to the  
extent possible, restoration to peace and stability. 
Holy Mary, Comfort of the Sick, pray for us.  St. Joseph, 
Patron of the Church, pray for us.   
Holy Archangels Michael, Raphael, and 
Gabriel, pray for us.  Ss. Roch, Frances of 
Rome, and Aloysius Gonzaga, pray for us. 
 
Please know of my own steadfast  
prayers, care, and love for you and all 
your families.   
Bishop Joensen 

“ASSUMING OUR SHARE” 
Stewardship is a fundamental part of our Catholic faith and  
a vital aspect of our life as a parish.   We ask that you 
prayerfully consider your commitment to your faith family here 
at Assumption. Please turn in your envelope each week in the 
lock box located in the gathering space next to the pamphlet 
rack. 
 

Consider ACH or Auto debit for your weekly/monthly tithing.  
You can find the Authorization for Automatic Transfer form on 
the Assumption website under “About Us’ tab then  scroll to the 
Parish Forms and Resources.  Please complete and drop off at 
the office or drop in the lock box in the gathering space or the 
“new” box that has been installed on the outside of the Church 
near the front door.  If you have questions regarding this please 
call Brenda in the Parish office. 
 

We have also added a credit card option on the website.  Click 
on the light blue tab “Tithe with Credit Card” it will walk you thru 
the process.  Our church website is www.assumptiongranger.org 
 

Where your treasure is, there your heart is also.   
Matthew 6:21 

A big “Thank You” to everyone who gave a gift this past 
weekend to the Annual Diocesan Appeal.  Our parish goal 
is 100% participation.  Each and every person’s gift is     
important.  Remember, when we reach our parish goal, 
any additional gifts stay right here for our own use.  For 
those who have not made their pledge, please join us in  
supporting the vital programs & services throughout the  
diocese that no single individual or parish can offer.  Your 
gift to the ADA supports the ministries and services in this 
diocese from which you and this parish benefit. Simply fill 
out a pledge card and place it in the offertory basket or drop 
it in the mail  Thank you for your generosity and your  
support of the Annual Diocesan Appeal. 

Our playground and all city 
parks in Granger have been 
CLOSED in accordance 
with city  regulations  
regarding the pandemic  
until further notice.  
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Upcoming Events: 
 

 
For those of you who donated a dessert to one of our 

Knights of Columbus Fish Fry’s you can find your pans 
on the coat racks located in the Church. 

Thank you! 

 

Consider ACH or Auto debit for your weekly/monthly 
Tithing.  Call the Parish Office to find out more. 

B&0'*., C)&.. 
Our next Baptismal Prep class will be held Sunday,  
May 17th  at 1pm. This class is intended for  
new parents and those who have not taken this 
class Within the last 3 years.  Meet in the gathering 
space. 

S$00!%' 0%*-.'(!!1 & 1 %-)*2*!$. )*3-  
Join the St. Serra Club of Des Moines in praying for and supporting 
priesthood and religious vocations. Come to any of our monthly events 
and see what we’re all about. For more information, contact Jim at  
515-422-0960 or visit dmserra.com.  

C!$ .-)* 2 &4&*)&/)-  
Catholic Charities has licensed, professional therapists working with 
clients of all faiths and backgrounds who are addressing depression, 
anxiety, stress, marital issues, relationship problems, child behavior 
problems, trauma, abuse and more. Therapy is available in Council 
Bluffs, Des Moines, and Ankeny. Set up an appointment by emailing 
sfister@catholiccharitiesdm.org or calling 515-237-5045 or  
712-328-3086.  

E,&*) A11%-..-. 
During this time more than ever we are asking for a good 
email from every family so that you can receive up-to-date 
information from the Parish regarding our Diocese and 
more importantly our Parish.  Please email the parish  
office with a current email address to  

parish@assumptiongranger.org 

 
 
Please go out to the Church Website under the Catechesis &  
Education tab scroll down to Religious Education and click onto 
the Covid-19 letter.  Here you will be able to get up-to-date  
information on  the Religious Education program. 
 
Also for those preparing for 1st Eucharist & Reconciliation there 
are packets in the Church Conference room with your child’s 
name on it. We ask that you work thru this material with your child.   
 
Also feel free to pick up the month of May packet of MagnifiKid in 
the gathering space.  It has the entire Mass for each Sunday and 
Holy Day.  They can follow along to our recorded Masses that can 
be found on our Church website:  www.assumptiongranger.org or 
if you have a smart TV go to YouTube and search for Assumption 
BVM Church.  Masses will be uploaded each Saturday by 5pm.  
We also have the April MagnifKid subscriptions divided by date for 
you to pick up.   

If you haven’t already turned in your rice bowls we ask 
that you do so as soon as possible so we can get this 
to the Diocese.                                       Thank you! 

 

Be kind to one another and pray for each other! 

D%*4--T(%$ F!!1 D%*4- 
”Food and personal items for those in need of the basic  
essentials are being requested.  The call as Christians to 
support our community has increased recently due to the 
outcome of the Corona Virus situation.  The need may not 
be visible to you, but it is there.  We are asking parishioners 
of Assumption to provide what they can for those that lack 
the financial or logistical resources to obtain the necessary 
items for daily living.  On Saturday, April 25 
from 9 a.m. to 12 p.m., Assumption Church 
will be hosting a drive-thru food drive.  You 
can simply hand the non-
perishable item out of your 
vehicle window and drive 
on.  Thank you in advance for 
helping.”    

W(5 D! W- D! T(&'? 
Catholic Life Explained:   

Questions: 
As the godfather for my niece, what must I do as she grows 
up?  Are there specific responsibilities I have? 
 
Answer: 
The biggest responsibility you have as a godparents is to  
set a good example of practicing faith.  Receiving the  
sacraments and taking an active part in your parish teaches 
by deed and shows your godchild how to live a life of faith.  
Next to the child’s parents, your role can be one of great  
influence in her religious formation and education. 
What else can you do?  A special remembrance on the 
day the child was baptized can highlight its importance.  As 
the child grows older, discussions about God, Jesus, matters 
of faith, and the parish provide opportunities to share your 
own beliefs and practices. Celebrate first Penance, first 
Communion, and Confirmation as key moments in your  
godchild’s faith journey.  Parents and godparents share in 
this responsibility in a unique and special way.  Your  
obligations do not end with the ceremony of Baptism, but are 
just the beginning.  



 
 
From the Pastor  
Rev. Dominic Assim 

F!%,-1.!%2 
Get thousands of movies, programs, audio and  books instantly. 

Assumption Church is now a registered member of Formed.org.   
Click the button Sign up, I belong to a Parish or Organization.  You 
can put 50109 and it will populate Assumption Church-Granger, 
press next.  Here is where you create your account.  Call  Brenda 
at the Parish office if you have questions 
  Catholic Faith on demand!   

*************** 

 Prayer of  
Spiritual Communion   

During this time of fasting from the Eucharist at Holy Mass, we 
can still reach out to Him by making a Spiritual Communion in 
prayer!  The prayer below can be said at anytime, anywhere and 
as often as we like to bring oneself into spiritual union with 
Christ.  

 
My Jesus, I believe that You are present in the 
Most Holy Sacrament.  
 
I love You above all things, and I desire to  
receive You into my soul.  
 
Since I cannot at this moment receive You 
sacramentally, come at least spiritually into 
my heart. I embrace You as if You were  
already there and unite myself wholly to You. 
Never permit me to be separated from You. 
Amen  

St. Thomas Aquinas once defined a Spiritual Communion as “an 
ardent desire to receive Jesus in the Most Holy Sacrament and 
lovingly embrace Him as if we had actually received Him.” 
 

One can also make a Spiritual Communion using the following 
prayer before our Lord in the Blessed Sacrament (prayer before 
the tabernacle), or anywhere else where we feel moved by the 
Spirit.  

 

Oh Jesus, I turn toward the holy tabernacle where 
You live hidden for love of me.  I love you, O my 
God.  I cannot receive you in Holy Communion.   
Come, nevertheless, and visit me with Your 
grace.  Come spiritually into my heart.  Purify 
it.  Sanctify it.  Render it like unto Your own.  Amen.  
 

Lord, I am not worthy that you should enter under my roof, 
but only say the word and my soul shall be healed. 

Fellow parishioners, I send you warm greetings from 
Ghana. I am doing well and staying safe and I hope 
you are all doing well and staying safe.  
 
My dear friends in Christ, on this third Sunday of  
Easter, the Church invites us to focus on Jesus who 
always journeys with us.  
 
Today's readings tell us that the risen Christ is with  
us on the way of life. St. Peter tells us in the second  
reading that Christ is our Pascal Lamb who has  
ransomed us with his precious blood.  
 
This same Christ in the Gospel walks with us as the 
world continues to grapple with overcoming the  
Corona Virus. The Emmaus story in the Gospel  
assures us that as we go through the seemingly  
hopeless situation in the world, Christ is present with 
us. The two disciples in the Gospel felt all was lost, 
they were downcast, and hopeless but Jesus appeared 
and journeyed with them. His presence touched their 
deepest hunger: "Did not our hearts burn within us as 
he talked to us on the road and explained the scriptures 
to us"? 
 
My dear parishioners,  we can see ourselves in these 
two weary Emmaus travelers on their journey, their 
faith, and the hope they have lost as we fight against 
the Corona Virus pandemic. However, let us remember 
that the two weary travelers met an unknown friend 
(Jesus) who walked the road with them and gave them 
a fresh insight. In these difficult times Jesus has not 
stopped walking with us and giving us a fresh insight.  
 
Let our prayer this week be: "O God, you are my God, 
for you I long; for you my soul is thirsting. My body 
pines for you like a dry, weary land without water. So I 
gaze on you in the sanctuary to see your strength and 
your glory " (Psalm 63: 2-3). 
 
May the joy of Easter continue to fill our hearts. I miss 
you all and I hope to return soon. Shalom! 
 
Fr. Dominic.  



 
 
From the Pastor  
Rev. Dominic Assim 
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West Des Moines          Ankeny 
  515-222-9711       515-207-1306

Gifts for any Occasion

Carrie Moats
REALTOR®

Keller Williams Greater Des Moines
4001 Westown Pkwy • West Des Moines, IA 50266
515-577-6015 Cell • www.Carrie-Moats.com

      Each Office is Independently Owned And Operated

SHEAR EXPRESSIONS  
Family Hair Care & Tanning

 986-3840  Open Mon-Sat 

200 Gateway, Suite 105 Robin Hyland 
Grimes, IA 50111  Owner/Stylist 

Cardinal Farms 
WHERE RTK PRECISION MEANS CONSERVATION

Craig A. Fleishman, Ag Producer
Farm Tours • Presentations • Tillage Consultant

515-677-2325 hm • 515-975-6139 cell
cardfarm@minburncomm.net      cardinalconservation.com

Granger
Children’s
Center
Jackie Smyth, Owner
Parishioner
999-9490 or 999-9496
1813 Walnut

“Where Children 
are encouraged 
and motivated to 
explore the world 
around them.”

STILL SOME OPENINGS!
CALL TODAY TO ENROLL!
6:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.
6 Weeks and Up • Before and After
School Care
Preschool • Summer Care

515.266.5189 
800.373.2887

The Ultimate In Memorials
WITTENBECK MEMORIALS INC.

Quietly serving Iowa with quality memorials since 1945

7242 N.E. 14th St.  
Ankeny, IA 50021289-2343

sandwiches • soup • salads • 
espresso • ice cream &

homemade bakery items
open “sun up to sun down”

located on the square in Polk City
515-984-9061

Dr Katie Baillie Castro
2207 Broadway • Granger, IA 50109      515-999-2810

MANNING-SEIVERT
Mechanical Contractors Inc.

1801 Sycamore St.
Granger, Iowa

515-999-2597

Hydro Heat
Geothermal Systems

Mechanical Contractor
25750 U Avenue • Waukee • Iowa 50263
Don Dorrian Jr. Fax: (515) 987-1551
Phone: (515) 987-4310 Mobile: (515) 208-4310

AARON ACKERLUND - REALTOR
4001 Westown Pkwy
West Des Moines, IA 50266
[O] 515.334.4900 [C] 515.314.9667

Now Offering CDL Certification and Re-Certification Exams

200 SE Gateway Dr. Ste 103, Grimes • (515) 986-4003 
www.fangmanfamilychiropractic.com

Contact Rob Witte to place an ad today! 
rwitte@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x2501


