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WEBSITE 
www.assumptiongranger.com 
EMAIL ........... parish@assumptiongranger.org 
Fr. Dominic…father@assumptiongranger.org 
After hours for Fr. Dominic call 515-444-1767 
 
FOR THE DIOCESE 
Website ........................................... dmdiocese.org 
Information on Priesthood and religious life 
vocationsonline.com 
Catholic Charities www.CatholicCharitiesDM.org 
__________________________515-244-3761 
 

 

SUNDAY MASS SCHEDULE 
Streaming on Church Website: 
https://assumptiongranger.org by 5pm on Saturday 
You tube:  Assumption BVM Church on your Smart TV 

 

 
 

MARRIAGE 
Call the office at least 1 year prior to intended  
date of wedding. 
 

 
 

BAPTISM 
Call the church office at least one month before  
intended date. Our next Baptismal class is  
scheduled

 

 

PARISH STAFF 
Fr. Dominic Assim ......................................... Pastor 
Rev. Mr. Tom Schenk .............. Deacon/Adult Faith 
Rev. Mr. Dennis Wright ................................ Deacon 
Anita Stahowick ...................... Business Manager 
Brenda Erps ............................... Parish Secretary 
Cathy Davidson ......... Director Religious Education 
Lori Ancona ............................................ Music Director 
Gretchen Watznauer ......................... Youth Director 
 

ASSUMPTION PARISH MISSION STATEMENT 
“To bring everyone together as people of God sharing 
the Bread of Life and living the Law of Love through  

service to all our neighbors”. 

May 10, 
 2020 
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Monday, May 11 

8:00 am       Cancelled until  further notice 
Tuesday, May 12 
 8:00 am Cancelled until further notice 
Wednesday, May 13 

8:00 am  Cancelled until further notice 
Thursday, May 14 
 8:00 am Cancelled until further notice 
Friday, May 15 
    5:30 pm Cancelled until further notice 
 

Saturday, May 16 & Sunday May 17 
    Recorded Mass, In Memory of  

Louise Clyne and Mary Katherine Erpelding 
Readings for the week of May 10, 2020 

Sunday: Acts 6:1-7/Ps 33:1-2, 4-5, 18-19 [22]/1 Pt 2:4-9/Jn 14:1-12   
Monday: Acts 14:5-18/Ps 115:1-2, 3-4, 15-16 [1ab]/Jn 14:21-26 
Tuesday: Acts 14:19-28/Ps 145:10-11, 12-13ab, 21 [cf. 12]/Jn 14:27-31a 
Wednesday: Acts 15:1-6/Ps 122:1-2, 3-4ab, 4cd-5 [cf. 1]/Jn 15:1-8 
Thursday: Acts 1:15-17, 20-26/Ps 113:1-2, 3-4, 5-6, 7-8 [8]/Jn 15:9-17 
Friday: Acts 15:22-31/Ps 57:8-9, 10 and 12 [10a]/Jn 15:12-17 
Saturday: Acts 16:1-10/Ps 100:1b-2, 3, 5 [2a]/Jn 15:18-21 
Next Sunday: Acts 8:5-8, 14-17/Ps 66:1-3, 4-5, 6-7, 16, 20 [1]/1 Pt 3:15-18/
 Jn 14:15-21 

In the face of the unfolding epidemic of the coronavirus 
COVID-19, we are moved to fervent prayer and renewed 
trust in the Lord of Life.  We petition God that all people 
might be delivered from harm and that those who have 
been most greatly affected through death, illness, or loss of 
livelihood might know Christ’s compassion and, to the  
extent possible, restoration to peace and stability. 
Holy Mary, Comfort of the Sick, pray for us.  St. Joseph, 
Patron of the Church, pray for us.   
Holy Archangels Michael, Raphael, and 
Gabriel, pray for us.  Ss. Roch, Frances of 
Rome, and Aloysius Gonzaga, pray for us. 
 
Please know of my own steadfast  
prayers, care, and love for you and all 
your families.   
Bishop Joensen 

Our playground and all city 
parks in Granger have been 
CLOSED in accordance 
with city  regulations  
regarding the pandemic  
until further notice.  

Please remember the Beaver Catholic Cemetery and  
The Assumption Church in your will. 

  Received Budget Difference 
April Tithing $30,526.00 $37,500.00 -$6,974.00 
Easter  
Tithing $2,340.00 $6,500.00 -$4,160.00 
April Plate $0.00 $2,000.00 -$2,000.00 
Total April 
Collection $32,866.00 $46,000.00 -$13,134.00 
YTD Tithing $361,864.82 $386,900.00 -$25,035.18 
YTD Plate $20,191.01 $20,000.00 $191.01 
Total YTD 
Collection $382,055.83 $406,900.00 -$24,844.17 

M !"#  % &'()* 2020 
Recorded Mass Views & Tithing Recap: 

April 5-Palm Sunday—238  
April 9-Holy Thursday—144 
April 10-Good Friday—132 

April 11-Easter Vigil/Easter Sunday—387  
April 19-Divine Mercy Sunday—139  
April 26-3rd Sunday of Easter—135  

Know Your Catholic Faith 
Sunday 
 

The first day of the week, sometimes called the eight day of the week, also 
called the “Lord’s Day,” is set aside for public worship.  This was true in 
the early Church under the Apostles who recognized that the Christian 
mystery supplanted that of the Old Law, the Sabbath.  On this day,  
Catholics are obliged by law to assist at the Sacrifice of the Mass.  By grant 
of the Congregation for the Clergy (January 10, 1970), the faithful, where 
the bishop considers this a pastoral benefit, may satisfy the Sunday precept 
of attending the celebration of the Eucharist by participating in the Mass 
in the late afternoon or evening of the preceding Saturday.  The same 
grant extends to the time before a holy day of obligation.  The following 
quotations are just two examples to show that the first Christians  
understood this principle and gathered for worship on Sunday.  “But  
every Lord’s Day . . . gather yourselves together and break bread, and give 
thanksgiving after having confessed your transgressions, that your sacrifice 
may be pure.  But let no one that is at variance with his fellow come  
together with you, until they be reconciled, that your sacrifice may not be 
profaned” (Didache, A.D. 70).  And another, “We keep the eighth day with 
joyfulness, the day also on which Jesus rose again from the dead” (Letter of 
Barnabas, A.D. 74). (9:24) 
Next week:  Imitation of Christ. 
 

If you would like a specific topic about the Catholic faith addressed,  
submit your question via email to parish@assumptiongranger.org with 
“Catholic Faith” included in the subject line.  

M "#+(#  , 
Mothers are a gift from God. God knew what He was doing 
when He created women with the ability to nurture life. Mother's 
Day honors all our mothers and their enormous sacrifices. 
Mother's Day encompasses more than just the honoring of 
those who have borne children. It is the celebration of  
motherhood---the divine nature of women. May we all feel a 
deeper appreciation for the great blessing of motherhood, not 
just when we celebrate Mother's Day, but everyday!   Our  
culture of death undermines both motherhood and the  
God-given gift and blessing of children. May we also help the 
next generation reclaim and respect this incredible gift of 
MOTHERHOOD! 

E-' .)") !  % "#+ B*+..+, S&/(&1+!" 
We will continue to expose the Blessed Sacrament on  
Friday’s however the times have changed. The new times 
are 6:30am-5pm.  If no know is present when you leave we 
ask that you veil the Blessed Sacrament with the cloth. 
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Upcoming Events: 
 

 
For those of you who donated a dessert to one of our 

Knights of Columbus Fish Fry’s you can find your pans 
on the coat racks located in the Church. 

Thank you! 

 

Consider ACH or Auto debit for your weekly/monthly 
Tithing.  Call the Parish Office to find out more. 

D !&") !. %( 1 A1&5 !S1)*+ 
When doing your online shopping on Amazon use the  
Assumption code.  Amazon donates 5% to Assumption 
Church when you use smile.amazon.com/ch/42-0707111.   

Thank you! 

B&'").1 C*&.. 
Our next Baptismal Prep class will be held Sunday,  
May 17th  at 1pm. This class is intended for  
new parents and those who have not taken this 
class Within the last 3 years.  Meet in the gathering 
space. 

S3'' (" '()+."#  , &!, (+*)6) 3. *)%+  
Join the St. Serra Club of Des Moines in praying for and supporting 
priesthood and religious vocations. Come to any of our monthly events 
and see what we’re all about. For more information, contact Jim at  
515-422-0960 or visit dmserra.com.  

C 3!.+*)!6 &7&)*&4*+  
Catholic Charities has licensed, professional therapists working with 
clients of all faiths and backgrounds who are addressing depression, 
anxiety, stress, marital issues, relationship problems, child behavior 
problems, trauma, abuse and more. Therapy is available in Council 
Bluffs, Des Moines, and Ankeny. Set up an appointment by emailing 
sfister@catholiccharitiesdm.org or calling 515-237-5045 or  
712-328-3086.  

Do we have your current telephone number? Email Address? Street  
Address?  Here at Assumption Catholic Church, we want to keep in contact 
with our parishioners. In order to do this, we need to have up-to-date  
contact information.  Please take the time to validate and update your  
contact information by either going online at   
https://connectnow.parishsoft.com/desmoines or email the parish office at 
parish@assumptiongranger.org with your contact information. When you go 
online you can also update the system to receive your year-end tax  
statements.  
 

Online instructions for first time users. 
1) In your web browser, enter the URL for Connect Now.  

https://connectnow.parishsoft.com/desmoines 
2) Click the New User? Link to display the New User Registration 
3) Complete Steps 1-3 on the form.  Required fields are marked with a 
red asterisk * 
4) Click [Submit Registration] to submit your information to the       
system.  The system attempts to verify your personal information. 
5) You should receive a confirmation message stating your           
registration was successful.  Within that email you should also be 
given login credentials (username and temporary password). Be sure 
to write the information down as the Church will not have record of 
Login or Passwords for you. 
 

Please contact the Parish Office if you have any questions regarding your 
contact information. 

Pope Francis is calling the faithful to "rediscover the beauty of 
praying the rosary at home during the month of May." 
In a recent letter, Pope Francis asked us to join him in praying 
the rosary during the month of May as an act of spiritual unity 
with one another and to go to Mary, the Blessed Mother, with our 
petitions. 
“Dear brothers and sister, contemplating the face of Christ with 
the heart of Mary our Mother will make us even more united as a 
spiritual family and will help us overcome this time of trail.” 

S". P&"()/;’. S/#  * 
Did you know that St. Patrick's is a short distance from Granger  
to Perry?  We are a close drive of less than 20 minutes!  At St. Patrick's our 
families enjoy small class sizes averaging 15 students to 1 teacher.  We are 
a PBIS school and we expect our students to be faithful, respectful,  
responsible, and safe.  We have tuition assistance available.  If you are 
interested and/or would like a tour, please let us know.  515-465-4186  

A big “Thank You” to everyone who gave a gift this past weekend 
to the Annual Diocesan Appeal.  Our parish goal is 100%  
participation.  Each and every person’s gift is important.   
Remember, when we reach our parish goal, any additional gifts 
stay right here for our own use.  For those who have not made 
their pledge, please join us in supporting the vital programs &  
services throughout the diocese that no single individual or parish 
can offer.  Your gift to the ADA supports the ministries and  
services in this diocese from which you and this parish benefit. 
Simply fill out a pledge card and place it in the offertory basket or 
drop it in the mail  Thank you for your generosity and your support 
of the Annual Diocesan Appeal. 

Our Parish Goal is $100,029 
We are currently at $39,568 

Thank you to the 97 families that have participated out of 534 active families 

Dear Faithful Community, 
 
I am writing to you today with a request to support our homebound  
during this time.  Our shut-ins are likely very lonely as well.  They can 
have no one visit and can't get out during this time of the Pandemic.   
Please help us in supporting them by providing some love and kindness 
through reaching out to them from a distance in this time of need.  If you 
and your family could write them a card, draw them a picture, share a 
book.....that would be great.  You can create your gift of love and leave it 
in the Assumption Church gathering space in the box labeled "Love for 
Shut-Ins" between 6AM to 7PM .  We will gather as many as your family 
would like to share.  We will continue this project in the weeks ahead.   
After you have delivered your love to Assumption, we will make sure it 
gets shared with the roughly 25-30 residents at Granger Nursing Home, 
Kennybrook Village and homebound that are affiliated with our Church.   
Thank you for your consideration of giving back to our community in this 
way during this time of self isolation and social distancing. 

If you have questions, please contact me at  
gretchen@assumptiongranger.org  



 
 
From the Pastor  
Rev. Dominic Assim 

F (1+,. (6 
Get thousands of movies, programs, audio and  books instantly. 

Assumption Church is now a registered member of Formed.org.   
Click the button Sign up, I belong to a Parish or Organization.  You 
can put 50109 and it will populate Assumption Church-Granger, 
press next.  Here is where you create your account.  Call  Brenda 
at the Parish office if you have questions 
  Catholic Faith on demand!   

*************** 

 Prayer of  
Spiritual Communion   

During this time of fasting from the Eucharist at Holy Mass, we 
can still reach out to Him by making a Spiritual Communion in 
prayer!  The prayer below can be said at anytime, anywhere and 
as often as we like to bring oneself into spiritual union with 
Christ.  

 
My Jesus, I believe that You are present in the 
Most Holy Sacrament.  
 
I love You above all things, and I desire to  
receive You into my soul.  
 
Since I cannot at this moment receive You 
sacramentally, come at least spiritually into 
my heart. I embrace You as if You were  
already there and unite myself wholly to You. 
Never permit me to be separated from You. 
Amen  

St. Thomas Aquinas once defined a Spiritual Communion as “an 
ardent desire to receive Jesus in the Most Holy Sacrament and 
lovingly embrace Him as if we had actually received Him.” 
 

One can also make a Spiritual Communion using the following 
prayer before our Lord in the Blessed Sacrament (prayer before 
the tabernacle), or anywhere else where we feel moved by the 
Spirit.  

 

Oh Jesus, I turn toward the holy tabernacle where 
You live hidden for love of me.  I love you, O my 
God.  I cannot receive you in Holy Communion.   
Come, nevertheless, and visit me with Your 
grace.  Come spiritually into my heart.  Purify 
it.  Sanctify it.  Render it like unto Your own.  Amen.  
 

Lord, I am not worthy that you should enter under my roof, 
but only say the word and my soul shall be healed. 

Fifth Sunday of Easter  
 
Acts 6:1-7; 1Peter 2:4-9; John 14:1-12 
 
"Do not let your hearts be troubled" 
 
My dear parishioners, I send you warm greetings once again 
from Ghana. I hope and trust that you are all doing well and 
staying safe and healthy. I am doing well over here in  
Ghana.  
 
As we continue to pride ourselves as sons and daughters of 
the resurrection, Jesus today gives us a message of hope and 
consolation.  
 
In the Gospel, Jesus exhorts us, "Do not let your hearts be 
troubled. Believe in God, and believe in me...... I am the 
Way, the Truth and the Life. No one can come to the Father 
except through me." Fellow parishioners, as the Corona  
Virus cases continue to rise and spread, this is the time that 
we need to affirm our faith in God. It is also the time to take 
consolation and inspiration from these words of Jesus.  
 
As the world continues to grapple with finding vaccines to 
fight this pandemic, let us as Christians continue to believe 
and trust in God and the God that you and I serve would 
fight for us and free us from this deadly virus. As Christians, 
let us also not allow these difficult times and moments to 
separate us from the love of Christ. St. Paul in Romans 
8:35ff asks, "Who shall separate us from the love of Christ.? 
I would encourage you to read Romans 8:35-39 to  
appreciate St. Paul's conviction that nothing in this world 
should separate us from the love of Christ. Not even Corona 
Virus can separate us from the love of Christ.  
 
Fellow parishioners, as we continue to sing our Easter song, 
Alleluia, I would like as your pastor to register my profound 
gratitude and heartfelt appreciation to you all for  
continuously supporting our wonderful Parish. Your support 
over the years and during these difficult times has been  
telling and inspiring. I am most grateful to you all.  
 
Today, as we reflect on the consoling words of Jesus: "Do 
not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in God and believe 
in me," let us make the response to our Responsorial Psalm 
our prayer, "May your love be upon us, O Lord, as we place 
all our hope in you." 
 
Happy Easter!!! I miss you 
all, hope to return soon.  
 
Fr. Dominic.  



 
 
From the Pastor  
Rev. Dominic Assim 
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West Des Moines          Ankeny 
  515-222-9711       515-207-1306

Gifts for any Occasion

Carrie Moats
REALTOR®

Keller Williams Greater Des Moines
4001 Westown Pkwy • West Des Moines, IA 50266
515-577-6015 Cell • www.Carrie-Moats.com

      Each Office is Independently Owned And Operated

SHEAR EXPRESSIONS  
Family Hair Care & Tanning

 986-3840  Open Mon-Sat 

200 Gateway, Suite 105 Robin Hyland 
Grimes, IA 50111  Owner/Stylist 

Cardinal Farms 
WHERE RTK PRECISION MEANS CONSERVATION

Craig A. Fleishman, Ag Producer
Farm Tours • Presentations • Tillage Consultant

515-677-2325 hm • 515-975-6139 cell
cardfarm@minburncomm.net      cardinalconservation.com

Granger
Children’s
Center
Jackie Smyth, Owner
Parishioner
999-9490 or 999-9496
1813 Walnut

“Where Children 
are encouraged 
and motivated to 
explore the world 
around them.”

STILL SOME OPENINGS!
CALL TODAY TO ENROLL!
6:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.
6 Weeks and Up • Before and After
School Care
Preschool • Summer Care

515.266.5189 
800.373.2887

The Ultimate In Memorials
WITTENBECK MEMORIALS INC.

Quietly serving Iowa with quality memorials since 1945

7242 N.E. 14th St.  
Ankeny, IA 50021289-2343

sandwiches • soup • salads • 
espresso • ice cream &

homemade bakery items
open “sun up to sun down”

located on the square in Polk City
515-984-9061

Dr Katie Baillie Castro
2207 Broadway • Granger, IA 50109      515-999-2810

MANNING-SEIVERT
Mechanical Contractors Inc.

1801 Sycamore St.
Granger, Iowa

515-999-2597

Hydro Heat
Geothermal Systems

Mechanical Contractor
25750 U Avenue • Waukee • Iowa 50263
Don Dorrian Jr. Fax: (515) 987-1551
Phone: (515) 987-4310 Mobile: (515) 208-4310

AARON ACKERLUND - REALTOR
4001 Westown Pkwy
West Des Moines, IA 50266
[O] 515.334.4900 [C] 515.314.9667

Now Offering CDL Certification and Re-Certification Exams

200 SE Gateway Dr. Ste 103, Grimes • (515) 986-4003 
www.fangmanfamilychiropractic.com

Contact Rob Witte to place an ad today! 
rwitte@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x2501


