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CATHO L I C  C HURCH  

2 1 2  7 TH  S T .  S E  

MOUNT  V ERNON ,  I A  

L ISBON  -  MOUNT  VERNON ,  IA  

AND  SURROUNDING  COMMUNITIES  

Working Together To 

Build the Kingdom of God 

St. john 

The Baptist 

Pastor: 

Rev. Andrew Awotwe-Mensah 

Office: 895-6246 

Email: DBQ137@dbqarch.org 

 

Mass Schedule 

Saturday: 6 pm @ St. Isidore 

Sunday:  8:30 am @ St. John 

Weekday Mass Schedule 

As stated in the weekly bulletin 

Confessions  Sunday:  8 am or by appointment 

Main Office Hours 

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday:  

8 am -  5 pm 

Friday:   

7 am  - 3:30 pm 

Main Office: Secretary/Bookkeeper 

Loraine Kula 

Parish Office:   895-6246 

E-mail: l.kula@dbqarch.org 

FAX #:    319-895-0973 

Web:   http://www.stjohnmv.org 

Director of Faith Formation 

Linda Hansmeier:   895-6758 

E-mail: l.hansmeier@dbqarch.org 

 

Coordinator of Music 

Theresa Sundstrom:  563-451-2054 

E-mail: t.sundstrom@dbqarch.org 

 

Prayer Chain Contacts: 

Thelma Rife: jtbr2@q.com  

Loraine Kula: (w)895-6246 or (c)319-350-8874 

l.kula@dbqarch.org or ljkula55@gmail.com 

 

Catholic Charities:  1-800-772-2758 

Birthright:  319-393-3251 or 1-800-550-4900 
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No Mass until further notice�

Weekly contributions needed��������������� $5,673.08�

�

March 22,  2020�

Budget, Adult����������������������������������������������� $1,033.00�

Lenten Alms to Haiti������������������������������������ $     20.00�

Flower Donation������������������������������������������� $     30.00�

�

Total Collected��������������������������������������������� $ 1,083.00�

�

YTD collection needed��������������������������������� $215,577.04�

YTD collections received����������������������������� $198,653.67�

YTD over/short�������������������������������������������� $  16,923.37  �

�

Thank you to all the parishioners who either stop in 

the office or mailed your contribution this week.�

�

Also thank to a number of you who have signed up for 

the monthly ACH.  For those who would like to sign 

up for ACH you will find the form on St. John web 

site http://www.stjohnmv.org  or stop in at the parish 

office and  pick one up.  Fill  out the form and �

attach a VOID check to it and drop it off at the parish 

office or you may mail it to the parish office.�

�

St. John Catholic Church�

Attention: Bookkeeper�

212 7th St. SE�

Mount Vernon, IA  52314�1518�

�

�

Readings for the week of March 29, 2020�

�

Sunday:� Ez 37:12�14/Ps 130:1�2, 3�4, 5�6, 7�8 [7]/�

� � Rom 8:8�11/Jn 11:1�45 or 11:3�7, 17, 20��

� � 27, 33b�45 �

Monday:� Dn 13:1�9, 15�17, 19�30, 33�62 or 13:41c�

� � 62/Ps 23:1�3a, 3b�4, 5, 6 [4ab]/Jn 8:1�11�

Tuesday:� Nm 21:4�9/Ps 102:2�3, 16�18, 19�21/Jn �

� � 8:21�30�

Wednesday: Dn 3:14�20, 91�92, 95/Dn 3:52, 53, �

� � 54, 55, 56/Jn 8:31�42�

Thursday:�Gn 17:3�9/Ps 105:4�5, 6�7, 8�9 [8a]/Jn 8:51�

� � 59�

Friday:� Jer 20:10�13/Ps 18:2�3a, 3bc�4, 5�6, 7 [cf. 

� � 7]/Jn 10:31�42�

Saturday:�Ez 37:21�28/Jer 31:10, 11�12abcd, 13 [cf. 

� � 10d]/Jn 11:45�56�

�

Next Sunday:� �

� � Mt 21:1�11/Is 50:4�7/Ps 22:8�9, 17�18, 19�

� � 20, 23�24 [2a]/Phil 2:6�11/Mt 26:14�27:66 

� � or 27:11�54�

GOSPEL MEDITATION � ENCOURAGE �

DEEPER UNDERSTANDING OF SCRIPTURE�

�

March 29

th

, 2020�

5th Sunday of Lent�

�

Even though we say that we believe, there is a part of 

us that doesn’t. There are many times in our lives 

when we experience death, whether it be the physical 

death of someone we love, a failed relationship, the 

loss of a job, or a broken dream. As we are going 

through these death experiences, we can easily find 

ourselves reaching out to God to make it better and 

fix it! We think that the proper order of life is to 

maintain the things of this world, especially those 

things that are essential to our sense of well�being 

and security. We do not like change. The grieving 

that comes from our death experiences can keep us 

stuck and in despair. If we have lost something or 

someone of great value, the very meaning and es-

sence of life is lost with them. We need gentle com-

panions to lift us from despair and that is precisely 

who God desires to be in our life as well.�

�

God calls us out of our tombs, where we have been 

closed up in fear and despair, and shouts, “Come 

out!” He desperately wants to show us the path to 

hope and the new life that is possible after loss and 

death. But our faith can be weak, and we still prefer 

to cling to the memory of what we had rather than the 

joyful possibilities of tomorrow. We sometimes live 

as if God is not real and that the transformative pow-

er of His resurrected presence is a story found in the 

Bible rather than a narrative unfolding in our lives.�

�

God is the God of surprises, not our demise. God 

opens new possibilities, begins new chapters, creates 

new verses, and brings us to new heights! We spend 

so much time and energy ruminating over what we 

left behind yesterday that we are far too tired to see 

what can unfold tomorrow. Loving someone new 

doesn’t negate our past loves. Embracing the love of 

a person, God, or life itself tomorrow doesn’t dimin-

ish the love of yesterday. Each of our loves is differ-

ent, and one cannot be replaced by another. They 

don’t cancel each other out. God truly has tended to 

every detail of our lives, and if we listen to each de-

tail, we find that they all lead us back to Him. Jesus 

wants us to come out of our closed�up tombs. Are we 

going to listen this time?�

�

©LPi�

�



FIFTH SUNDAY  IN ORDINARY TIME �

EVERYDAY STEWARDSHIP�

�

The 6 Characteristics of an Everyday Stewardship 

for Lent � Committed�

�

I remember Jim Valvano, Jimmy V to many, saying 

the iconic words, “Don’t give up; you can never give 

up.” The former coach of the NC State men’s basket-

ball team was dying of cancer, yet he refused to throw 

in the towel and give in to his disease. His words ex-

emplified the best of the human spirit we all share. 

Sometimes, living out those words seem much more 

difficult than saying them. �

�

These words are also important for our faith life. The 

life Jesus calls us to is not easy. When working to-

ward a life of greater generosity and surrender of all 

to God, we are prone to fall flat on our face many 

times. We are not called to this life only when we are 

strong. It is how we respond when times are the most 

difficult that truly defines us as disciples and stew-

ards. The world may think we are down for the count, 

but rising again gives testimony that in Christ we are 

stronger.�

�

Commitment takes a willingness to do the things 

needed to get stronger and build our spiritual muscles. 

We cannot expect to find success in the spiritual life 

unless we continue to work on our resolve and grow 

in our knowledge of the faith. A marathon runner 

would never be able to make it to the finish line un-

less they have trained and prepared in advance. We 

must work hard to stay the course and prepare for the 

race at hand. No matter what this life may have in 

store for us, we are called to not give up. God will 

never give up on us. �

�

� Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS�

�
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�� The doors on the west side of the gathering area 

will be open Monday � Friday during office hours 

for anyone who would like to go in the Church 

and pray. �

�

�� Confirmation will be rescheduled �

�

�� Donations to SE Linn may be dropped off in the 

gathering area of St. John’s, Mon. � Fri. 9 � 4 pm.�

� �

� Food items in need of: Peanut Butter, cereal, �

� granola bars, crackers, soups, hamburger helper, 

� rice sides, applesauce, spaghetti sauce.  Monetary 

� donations are always welcome to help families 

� who jobs are affected to pay bills.�

�

�

Messages from our Archbishop�

�

The archdiocese will livestream Sunday morning 

Mass and Thursday afternoon Rosary�with Archbish-

op Michael Jackels in both English and Spanish as 

long as public Masses are canceled.�

�

�

BROADCAST SCHEDULE�(subject to change)�

�

Sunday, March 29 ��Holy Mass�at 9:00 am (Spanish 

Mass to follow shortly after)�

�

Thursday, April 2 ��Rosary TBD��

�

Sunday, April 5 � Holy Mass TBD�

�

Tuesday, April 7 � Archdiocesan Chrism Mass�at 2 pm�

�

�

All broadcasts are subject to change as the situation 

regarding the coronavirus develops.�

�

�Each live broadcast will be recorded so that it may be 

viewed after the original airing.�

�

All broadcasted events are closed to the public. �

�

�

LIVE BROADCASTS OF MASS, ROSARY AND 

OTHER SPECIAL EVENTS:��

Click here�to view our live broadcast page. �



MEMORIALS
BY MICHEL

319-624-9090
 Toll Free 1-866-519-8726 
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801 Hwy. 30 West 
 Mt. Vernon

    319-895-8322 

New Patients Welcome
Dawn M. Gaffney, D.D.S. 

www.downtowndentalinc.com

810 Highway 30 W
Mt. Vernon, IA 52314

(319) 895-8678
www.lynchcollisioncenter.com

Open Daily 6 AM to 10 PM 
Phone: 895-8616 

Deli/Bakery: 895-8955 
www.garys-foods.com 

facebook.com/garysfoods
At the corner of Highways 1 & 30, Mount Vernon

Our famiy serving 
your family since 1971 895-8835 • Member FDIC

www.mountvernonbank.com

Mount Vernon 
Self Storage
319.895.0104

10’x10’   10’x20’   10’x24’
10’x30’ and 11’x30’ w/12’ tall doors

Email: ronchapman@q.com

Ron Chapman
Owner

106 So. Jackson St.
Lisbon, IA  52253

Work: 319-455-2725
Cell: 319-929-0018

848-4838
Chuck & Marylynn Murray 

Lawn Service

Dennis J. Ludwig, CPA, MBA, CLTC
Financial Advisor/Parishioner

775 W. Mt. Vernon Rd. • Mt. Vernon, IA 52314
Tel: 319.895.6791 • Cell: 319.360.0240

dennisl@efsadvisors.com • www.efsadvisors.com

Securities offered through 
Advanced Advisor Group, LLC 
Member NASD and SIPC.
440 Emerson St. N., Suite 4 
Cambridge, MN 53008
(763) 689-9023

Mt. Vernon 
Eye Clinic

Richard J. Skotowski, O.D.
Steve Sindt, O.D.

Eve. Appointments Available
Family Eye Care

202 Glenn Street • Tel: 895-8888

“From Basic Foundation To Decorative Concrete”
Residential | Commercial
www.kellyconcrete.net

Call: 319-373-9500 • 1-800-633-9500

M&K  
DUST CONTROL, INC.

Black Dirt • Driveway Rock
Dust Control • Snow Removal

Mt Vernon        319-895-8209

IOWA VALLEY 
MONUMENT

Mark and Jeannie Haight

2604 Williams Blvd., Cedar Rapids • 362-9911

203 Country Club Dr. • Mt. Vernon, IA 52314

Mount Vernon 
Development, LLC

Custom Building
Quality Craftsmanship

Unique Designs
Lot’s & Condo’s

360-6634 • 360-1424

(563) 886-6184
Making Customers for life.
101 Alexander Dr. Tipton, IA 52772

Tracy Pearson & Renee Virlee

319-895-6224
www.pearsoncpas.com

4035 MT Vernon Rd SE 
319-365-4623

410 Hwy 30 West 
Mt. Vernon, IA 52314

Ph: (319) 895-8500 
Fax: (319) 895-8100

www.lynchfordchevy.com

Tork Auto
All Makes - All Models - All Problems Fixed 

211 Hwy 30 SW - Mt. Vernon, IA 

319-895-8119 

395-7061
Supporting and Serving the  

Catholic Community for 90 Years

CedarMemorial.com • 393-8000
 Cremation •  Funeral  • Cemetery

319-363-0110 
www.robison-construction.com

General Contracting • Roofing Solutions
Pre-Engineered Buildings • Commercial - Residential

Contact Terri Roe • troe@4LPi.com • (800) 950-9952 x5897

Monticello Monument
Serving Eastern Iowa for Over 100 Years! 

Pam Kraus - Parishioner 
319-465-4350 

monticellomonument@gmail.com

Koppenhaver and Associates
Certified Public Accountants 

319-895-6001


