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CATHO L I C  C HURCH  

2 1 2  7 TH  S T .  S E  

MOUNT  V ERNON ,  I A  

L ISBON  -  MOUNT  VERNON ,  IA  

AND  SURROUNDING  COMMUNITIES  

Working Together To 

Build the Kingdom of God 

St. john 

The Baptist 

Pastor: 

Rev. Andrew Awotwe-Mensah 

Office: 895-6246 

Email: DBQ137@dbqarch.org 

 

Mass Schedule 

Saturday: 5 pm @ St. Isidore 

Sunday:  8:30 am @ St. John 

Weekday Mass Schedule 

As stated in the weekly bulletin 

Confessions  Sunday:  8 am or by appointment 

Main Office Hours 

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday:  

8 am -  5 pm 

Friday:   

7 am  - 3:30 pm 

Main Office: Secretary/Bookkeeper 

Loraine Kula 

Parish Office:   895-6246 

E-mail: l.kula@dbqarch.org 

FAX #:    319-895-0973 

Web:   http://www.stjohnmv.org 

Director of Faith Formation 

Linda Hansmeier:   895-6758 

E-mail: l.hansmeier@dbqarch.org 

Coordinator of Youth/Young Adult  Ministry 

De Wagner: 895-6758 

E-Mail : DBQ137YM@dbqarch.org 

Coordinator of Music 

Theresa Sundstrom:  563-451-2054 

E-mail: t.sundstrom@dbqarch.org 

 

Prayer Chain Contacts: 

Thelma Rife: jtbr2@q.com  

Loraine Kula: (w)895-6246 or (c)319-350-8874 

l.kula@dbqarch.org or ljkula55@gmail.com 

 

Catholic Charities:  1-800-772-2758 

Birthright:  319-393-3251 or 1-800-550-4900 
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Faith Formation�

�

“The valiant one whose steps are guided by the 

Lord, who will delight in his way.  May stumble, but 

he will never fall, for the Lord holds his 

hand.”  (Psalms 37: 23�24)�

�

Faith Formation will begin a week early this year due 

to how Easter falls in 2022.  Our opening Mass will 

be on September 1.  Wednesday, September 8 will be 

our first class for students in grades 4�8

th

, beginning 

at 6:00 p.m. and ending at 7:15 p.m.  High school 

classes will begin at 7:00 p.m. and end at 8:30 p.m.  

Sunday, September 12, will be our first class for 

those in preschool through 3

rd

 grade. Preschool takes 

place during the 8:30 a.m. Mass.  The preschool chil-

dren will attend Mass and be dismissed from there to 

go to their classroom.  After Mass they are picked up 

at their room.  Kindergarten through 3

rd

 grade classes 

begin at 9:30 a.m. and end at 10:45 a.m.  �

�

If you have not signed up for faith formation for the 

2021�2022, please do so at your earliest opportunity so 

that planning may continue for class sizes and catechist 

needs.  To register go to �

�

https://www.myschoolsystems.com/ArchDBQ/DBQ137/.   

 

�� In the past, if you forgot your password, we were 

able to give it to you. We no longer have access to 

your password.  When you register there will be a 

Forgot Password link for you to use to access your 

password.   You can also change your password 

then if you wish. �

��  All your present information will still be available 

if you have registered in the past minus the infor-

mation for the waivers.  When we ask you to re�

register it is the Waiver information that needs to 

be filled out.  It is the waiver information that can 

sometimes change, i.e. you have a son or daughter 

that didn’t have an allergy last year but has devel-

oped one since. �

��  If you have moved recently, changed your phone 

number, have a different email address please make 

corrections.  Thank you for your help as we move 

forward to the 2021�2022 Faith Formation Year.  �

�

�

New to the area and want to register…..stop in to 

the main office to register in the parish Monday � 

Friday.  If you want to make an appointment call the 

main office at 895�6246.�

�

Baptism:  If you would like to have your child bap-

tized call the main office to set up an appointment 

with Fr. Andrew. You may also email Loraine at 

l.kula@dbqarch.org and she will help you.�

Readings for the week of July 25, 2021�

�

Sunday:�  2 Kgs 4:42�44/Ps 145:10�11, 15�16, 17��

� � 18 [cf. 16]/Eph 4:1�6/Jn 6:1�15�

Monday:� Ex 32:15�24, 30�34/Ps 106:19�20, 21�22, �

� � 23 [1a]/Mt 13:31�35�

Tuesday:� Ex 33:7�11; 34:5b�9, 28/Ps 103:6�7, 8�9, �

� � 10�11, 12�13 [8a]/Mt 13:36�43�

Wed:� Ex 34:29�35/Ps 99:5, 6, 7, 9 [cf. 9c]/Mt �

� � 13:44�46�

Thursday:�Ex 40:16�21, 34�38/Ps 84:3, 4, 5�6a and �

� � 8a, 11 [2]/Jn 11:19�27 or Lk 10:38�42�

Friday:� Lv 23:1, 4�11, 15�16, 27, 34b�37/Ps 81:3��

� � 4, 5�6, 10�11ab [2a]/Mt 13:54�58�

Saturday:�Lv 25:1, 8�17/Ps 67:2�3, 5, 7�8 [4]/Mt �

� � 14:1�12�

Next Sunday:� �

� � Ex 16:2�4, 12�15/Ps 78:3�4, 23�24, 25, 54 

� � [24b]/Eph 4:17, 20�24/Jn 6:24�35�

�

�

EVERYDAY STEWARDSHIP �

RECOGNIZE GOD IN YOUR ORDINARY MO-

MENTS�

�

�

It’s All in the Basket�

�

St. Therese of Lisieux made a point of going the extra 

mile in kindness towards those people who really got 

under her skin. It was part of her own brand of Every-

day Stewardship � thanking God for all His creation, 

even the parts with which, in her own humanness, she 

struggled to cope.�

�

I think about this a lot when I challenge myself to give 

thanks for things that bother me and people who chal-

lenge me. When I do this, I envision Christ giving 

thanks over those insufficient loaves. How many of us 

would see that paltry little basket and kick a rock in 

frustration because we can’t feed all our people? “You 

didn’t give me enough, Lord! You didn’t give me 

enough patience, enough money, enough creativity, 

enough stamina to be a good steward. If you had 

given me more, I could also give more!”�

�

In those moments of despair, we need to take a good 

look at the life God has given us. We need to look at 

the trials and the challenges and the shortcomings. The 

hopes that didn’t pan out, the disappointments that 

keep cropping up. Somewhere therein lies what we 

need to be the steward God asks us to be, just as St. 

Therese’s own stewardship was defined by the people 

she simply couldn’t stand.�

�

God does not give us all we want. He 

does not give us all we ask for. He does 

us one better: He gives us all we need. 

It’s all in the basket.  Tracy Earl Welliver,    

LPi�



17th Sunday in Ordinary Time�

July 25, 2021�

�

Weekly contributions needed��������������� $5,442.31�

�

July 25, 2021�

Budget, Adult������������������������������������������������������� $ 2,740.00�

Loose Coin/Currency������������������������������������������� $    190.00�

Air������������������������������������������������������������������������ $      95.00�

School Supplies��������������������������������������������������� $    255.00�

Facility Up�Keep������������������������������������������������� $        5.00�

�

Total Collected���������������������������������������������������� $ 3,285.00�

�

YTD collection needed���������������������������������������� $ 21,769.24�

YTD collections received������������������������������������ $ 13,763.91�

YTD �������������������������������������������������������������������� $   8,005.33�

�

�

�

�

�

Wednesday, July 28th�

8:30 am � Faye Pitlik�

�

Friday,  July 30th�

8:30 am � Darlene Allard�

�

Sunday,  August 1st�

8:30 am � Marvin Wieseler�

�

�

Liturgical Ministers �

August 1, 2021�

�

Sacristan:� Jim Kendall� � �

�

EM:� Bev O’Connor� Larry Poduska�

� Judy Poduska� Stephen Poduska� �

�

Lectors:� Charlene Vig� Tom Wieseler�

�

Servers:� Johnny Broulik      Michael Covington� �

�

Hospitality:� Dave & Natalie Klostermann�

� � � John & Amanda Rhomberg family�

� � � Dean & Kathy Mallie�

�

�

This is a hearing device that parishioners 

and visitors my use to hear Fr. Andrew, lec-

tors, canters better.  We are happy that your 

using  these devices.�

�

We ask you to not put it in your pocket or 

pull on the wires as this will break them.  When we 

have to replace the attachment that plugs into the 

hearing device is cost the parish $14.  Thank you for 

understanding.�

GOSPEL MEDITATION�

ENCOURAGE DEEPER UNDERSTANDING OF �

SCRIPTURE�

�

St. Oscar Romero said, “We cannot do everything, and 

there is a sense of liberation in realizing that. This ena-

bles us to do something and to do it very well. It may be 

incomplete, but it is the beginning, a step along the way, 

an opportunity for the Lord’s grace to enter and do the 

rest.” �

�

There were a group of ladies many years ago who made 

quilts. They were beautiful creations reflecting inspiration-

al designs artfully composed from the simple scraps of fab-

ric each woman would bring to their individual pieces. 

There was no plan for the finished project as each finished 

work became the combined creation of what each woman 

contributed. They abounded in vibrant colors and dazzled 

the beholder with intricate patterns and their myriad tex-

tures. They were so beautiful that they became coveted 

family treasures passed from generation to generation. 

Those women never realized the power of their work. 

Countless babies rested in the comfort of those quilts 

warmly nestled in the legacy of tradition they were fortu-

nate to inherit. They adorned countless homes with their 

beauty and brought joy and solace to many faces. �

�

We cannot do everything. We are not meant to. Our work 

in life is to contribute our individual piece, a piece that re-

flects the unique thumbprint I claim as my own. We only 

have to do small things well. Then, as St. Oscar Romero 

reminds us, the Lord’s grace will enter and do the rest. We 

have to trust that this is true just as those women trusted in 

the eventual beauty of their final work.�

�

Eucharistic blessings are blessings that start small and mul-

tiply. We all come to life with only a few loaves of bread 

and a few fish. Not any single one of us has all that it takes 

to transform our world. Who knows what God will do with 

the little we have and how many will benefit from our 

kindness, compassion, wisdom, courage, conviction, love, 

warmth, zeal, faith, and hope? That young lad never 

dreamed that his few leftovers would do all that they did. 

God shows up in unexpected ways! Where would life’s 

adventure and fun be if it were any other way? Being able 

to be part of bringing God’s creative, transforming, healing 

to the world opens us up to wonder, awe, and excitement! 

We can all bring our little piece to the bigger work of God 

that can result in being a coveted jewel passed generation 

to generation. This is good news indeed!�

�

Bread and wine transform into Christ’s Body and Blood 

and we become what we eat. Trust that.�

�

©LPi�



MEMORIALS
BY MICHEL

319-624-9090
 Toll Free 1-866-519-8726 

Mention ad to receive 20% discount 

   For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952 • www.4lpi.com  St. John, Mt. Vernon, IA A 4C 02-0375

801 Business 30 SW 
 Mount Vernon

    319-895-8322 

New Patients Welcome
Dawn M. Gaffney, D.D.S. 

www.downtowndentalinc.com

810 Highway 30 W
Mt. Vernon, IA 52314

(319) 895-8678
www.lynchcollisioncenter.com

Open Daily 6 AM to 10 PM 
Phone: 895-8616 

Deli/Bakery: 895-8955 
www.garys-foods.com 

facebook.com/garysfoods
At the corner of Highways 1 & 30, Mount Vernon

Our famiy serving 
your family since 1971 895-8835 • Member FDIC

www.mountvernonbank.com

Mount Vernon 
Self Storage
319.895.0104

10’ x10’   10’x20’   10’x24’
10’ x30’ and 11’ x30’ w/12’ tall doors

Email: ronchapman@q.com

Ron Chapman
Owner

106 So. Jackson St.
Lisbon, IA  52253

Work: 319-455-2725
Cell: 319-929-0018

848-4838
Chuck & Marylynn Murray 

Lawn Service

Dennis J. Ludwig, CPA, MBA, CLTC
Financial Advisor/Parishioner

775 W. Mt. Vernon Rd. • Mt. Vernon, IA 52314
Tel: 319.895.6791 • Cell: 319.360.0240

dennisl@efsadvisors.com • www.efsadvisors.com

Securities offered through 
Advanced Advisor Group, LLC 
Member NASD and SIPC.
440 Emerson St. N., Suite 4 
Cambridge, MN 53008
(763) 689-9023

Mt. Vernon 
Eye Clinic

Richard J. Skotowski, O.D.
Steve Sindt, O.D.

Eve. Appointments Available
Family Eye Care

202 Glenn Street • Tel: 895-8888

“From Basic Foundation To Decorative Concrete”
Residential | Commercial
www.kellyconcrete.net

Call: 319-373-9500 • 1-800-633-9500

M&K  
DUST CONTROL, INC.

Black Dirt • Driveway Rock
Dust Control • Snow Removal

Mt Vernon        319-895-8209

IOWA VALLEY 
MONUMENT

Mark and Jeannie Haight

2604 Williams Blvd., Cedar Rapids • 362-9911

203 Country Club Dr. • Mt. Vernon, IA 52314

Mount Vernon 
Development, LLC

Custom Building
Quality Craftsmanship

Unique Designs
Lot’s & Condo’s

360-6634 • 360-1424

410 Business 30 SW 
Mt. Vernon, IA 52314

Ph: (319) 895-8500 
Fax: (319) 895-8100

www.lynchfordchevy.com

Tork AutoTork Auto
All Makes - All Models - All Problems Fixed 

211 Hwy 30 SW - Mt. Vernon, IA 

319-895-8119 

395-7061

Supporting and Serving the  
Catholic Community for 90 Years

CedarMemorial.com • 393-8000
 Cremation •  Funeral  • Cemetery

319-363-0110 
www.robison-construction.com

General Contracting • Roofing SolutionsGeneral Contracting • Roofing Solutions
Pre-Engineered Buildings • Commercial - ResidentialPre-Engineered Buildings • Commercial - Residential

Monticello Monument
Serving Eastern Iowa for Over 100 Years! 

Pam Kraus - Parishioner Pam Kraus - Parishioner 
319-465-4350319-465-4350  

monticellomonument@gmail.commonticellomonument@gmail.com

Koppenhaver and Associates
Certified Public Accountants 

319-895-6001

Luke Oberbreckling & Sons 
CONCRETE CONSTRUCTION & EXCAVATING
“Helping Build America Since 1972”

653.432.7250653.432.7250
209 W South St • Mechanicsville, IA

• Bonded • Insured • Licensed •

319-363-2034

Grasshopper

ALL STAR TURFALL STAR TURF  
Your Turf ExpertYour Turf Expert

 Dan Kessler  563.889.2635 
 OWNER  CREATING YARD ENVY

LAWN CARE & TREE SERVICE

Tiger Stripe 
Parking Lot 

Painting

Contact Bert Spore to place an ad today! 

bspore@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x2527


