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The Holy Family 
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L ISBON  -  MOUNT  VERNON ,  IA  

AND  SURROUNDING  COMMUNITIES  

Website:   http://www.stjohnmv.org 

Working Together To 

Build the Kingdom of God 

Mass Schedule:  

St. John the Baptist, Mount Vernon 

Sunday, Wednesday and Friday - 8:30 am 

 

Parish Confession: 

Sunday at 8 am or by appointment 

St. Isidore the Farmer, Springville: 

Saturday, 5 pm - Tuesday & Thursday 8 am 

 

St. John Office Hours 

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday:  

8 am -  5 pm 

Friday:   

7 am  - 3:30 pm 

Pastor: 

Rev. Andrew Awotwe-Mensah 

Office: 895-6246 

Email: DBQ137@dbqarch.org 

Main Office: Secretary/Bookkeeper 

Loraine Kula 

Parish Office:   895-6246 

E-mail: l.kula@dbqarch.org 

FAX #:    319-895-0973 

Director of Faith Formation 

Linda Hansmeier:   895-6758 

E-mail: l.hansmeier@dbqarch.org 

Coordinator of Youth/Young Adult  Ministry 

De Wagner: 895-6758 

E-Mail : DBQ137YM@dbqarch.org 

Coordinator of Music 

Theresa Sundstrom:  563-451-2054 

E-mail: t.sundstrom@dbqarch.org 

 

Prayer Chain Contacts: 

Thelma Rife: jtbr2@q.com  

Loraine Kula: (c)319-350-8874   

l.kula@dbqarch.org  

 

Catholic Charities:  1-800-772-2758 

Birthright:  319-393-3251 or 1-800-550-4900 
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GOSPEL MEDITATION � ENCOURAGE DEEPER 

UNDERSTANDING OF SCRIPTURE �

�

The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary, and Joseph�

�

Families can be very difficult things to negotiate. This 

is true not only of our families of origin, the current 

family of which we are a part, the family of our 

Church, our society, and our global family as well. 

Everything human can be found in family stories. 

Those stories speak of wonderful life�giving successes 

as well as painful spirit�robbing abuses. Our greatest 

joys and our greatest wounds are usually connected 

with the experience of family. Our needs, experiences, 

and unresolved baggage often color what we bring to 

our familiar relationships. They contribute to our level 

of defensiveness, how guarded and protected we be-

come, and what prejudices we believe.�
 �

In order to break the cycle of dysfunction we have to 

remember that it is not only by human effort that we 

negotiate the difficult and challenging events of our 

lives. There is a Divine Effort at work as well. For 

sure, the human effort can create quite a mess and eas-

ily destroy lives. This is true of any family with which 

we are associated. Today’s Feast of the Holy Family 

serves to help us understand that there is a Divine Sto-

ry being told as well. It is a story of perseverance in 

the face of hardship, determination in the face of des-

pair, healing when we see nothing but wounds, and 

light where there is darkness.�
�

Do we believe that God is always working, guiding, 

restoring, and leading? Unless we do, we will never be 

free from the imperfections and wounds that bind us 

and never be able to understand what it really means 

to forgive. Pope Francis tells us that the “light which 

comes from the Holy Family encourages us to offer 

human warmth to other families.” While this is most 

certainly true, we can only really begin to do this 

when we realize that we are still works in progress, 

not anchored to the wounds and sins of our past, and 

still a leading star in God’s continually unfolding story 

of love. The Holy Family persevered and radiated 

warmth because they knew they were not alone. We 

can too.   ©LPi�
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�From the Clark family: 

 In memory of Irvin and Louise Clark 
 

David Hoagland: 

 In memory of Kathleen Hughes-Hoagland 
 

From the Pisarik family: 

In memory of Raphael and Elizabeth Pisarik and  Pat Pisarik 
 

Patty Lynch in memory of : 

Margaret and James Lynch, and deceased members of the 

McNulty and Lynch families 

 

From the Smith Family: 

In memory of Dudley and Adrienne Smith 
 

Dan and Theresa Cox family : 

In loving memory of Megan Cox Klaus 
 

Steve McElmeel and family: 

In loving memory of Doris McElmeel 
 

Dean and Kathy Mallie: 

In memory of John and Bertha Mallie and Carl Klinsky 
 

Dean and Nyla McCall: 

In memory of Anna and Pres McCall 
 

Dennis and Judy Modrocek: 

In memory of Otto and Bernice Munn 
 

Sandra and Mike Wolrab: 

In memory of Dorothy and Don Shaffer 

In memory of Milo and Mary Wolrab 

 
 

Diane Zinkula 

In memory of Bob and Mary Zinkula 

Julann Clark family: 

In memory of Kara Ann Clark 

Bernadette Lane: 

In memory of John and Annice Lane 
 

Larry and Judy Poduska: 

In memory of the Kottenstette and Poduska families 

 

 

Dennis Allard Family: 

In memory of Darlene Allard 

 

 

The Dix family: 

I memory of Nic Becker 
 

Denny and Janet Dietrich: 

In memory of Gary Dietrich and Fr. Duster 
 

Scott and Lois Swantz:  

In memory of Brandon Swantz, Louie Leibold, and Jonas Swantz 
 

Carol Woods Boren: 

Bob and Kay Woods 

 

Duane and Judy Hohmann: 

For the Hohmann and Grutz families 
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STEWARDSHIP OF TREASURE�
�

Weekly contributions needed��������������� $5,423.08�
�

Contributions Received�

December 12 & 13, 2021�

Budget, Adult������������������������������������������������������ $  2,785.00�

Loose Coin/Currency������������������������������������������ $     185.00�

Faculty�Upkeep��������������������������������������������������� $     120.00  �

Holiday Flowers�������������������������������������������������� $     495.00�

Our Call to Share ������������������������������������������������ $     345.00�

Sisters Christmas������������������������������������������������� $  1,450.00�

�

Total Collected���������������������������������������������������� $  5,380.00�

�

YTD collection needed���������������������������������������� $130,153.92�

YTD collections received������������������������������������ $136,595.36�

YTD � ��������������������������������������������������������� $    6,441.44  �

�

�

MEETINGS AND ACTIVITIES OF THE WEEK�

�

Tuesday, December 28th�

6:30 pm � Pastoral Council�

�

Wednesday, December 29th�

6:00 pm � Stewardship Mtg�

�

Saturday, January 1st�

9:00 am � Holy Day Mass “Mother of God”�

�

�

Liturgical Ministers January 2, 2022�

�

Sacristan:� Brett Kimm� �

�

EM:� Judy Poduska� � Allison Nissen�

� Bev O’Connor�� Theresa Patterson� �

�

Lectors:� Sarah Doyle� � Stephanie Brehm�
� � � � � � � �

� � �

Servers:� � Luke Stephens� Ryne Moeller� �

�

Hospitality:   Chuck & Marylynn Murray�

� � Tim & Abbie Keegan family�

� � Ellen Bentley      �

�

Readings for the week of December 26, 2021�

�

Sunday:� Sir 3:2�6, 12�14/Ps 128:1�2, 3, 4�5 [cf. 1]/Col 

� � 3:12�21 or 3:12�17/Lk 2:41�52 or 1 Sm 1:20�22, 

� � 24�28/Ps 84:2�3, 5�6, 9�10 [cf. 5a]/1 Jn 3:1�2, 

� � 21�24/Lk 2:41�52 �

Monday:� 1 Jn 1:1�4/Ps 97:1�2, 5�6, 11�12 [12]/Jn 20:1a, 2

� � �8�

Tuesday:� 1 Jn 1:5�2:2/Ps 124:2�3, 4�5, 7b�8 [7]/Mt 2:13�

� � 18�

Wed:�� 1 Jn 2:3�11/Ps 96:1�2a, 2b�3, 5b�6 [11a]/Lk 2:22

� � �35�

Thursday:� 1 Jn 2:12�17/Ps 96:7�8a, 8b�9, 10 [11a]/Lk 2:36�

� � 40�

Friday:� 1 Jn 2:18�21/Ps 96:1�2, 11�12, 13 [11a]/Jn 1:1�

� � 18�

Saturday:� Nm 6:22�27/Ps 67:2�3, 5, 6, 8 [2a]/Gal 4:4�7/Lk 

� � 2:16�21 �

Next Sunday:� �

� � Is 60:1�6/Ps 72:1�2, 7�8, 10�11, 12�13 [cf. 11]/

� � Eph 3:2�3a, 5�6/Mt 2:1�12�

� � �

�

�

� �

�

Wednesday, December 29th�

8:30 am � Ruth Morio�
�

Friday, December 31st�

8:30 am � Al Opatz�
�

Saturday, January 1st:   Holy Day � Note Time�

“Mary Mother of God”�

9:00 am � Carl & Marie Morrison�
�

Sunday, January 2nd�

8:30 am � Jim Schemmel �

�

�

�



MEMORIALS
BY MICHEL

319-624-9090
 Toll Free 1-866-519-8726 

Mention ad to receive 20% discount 

   For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952 • www.4lpi.com  St. John, Mt. Vernon, IA A 4C 02-0375

801 Business 30 SW 
 Mount Vernon

    319-895-8322 

New Patients Welcome
Dawn M. Gaffney, D.D.S. 

www.downtowndentalinc.com

810 Highway 30 W
Mt. Vernon, IA 52314

(319) 895-8678
www.lynchcollisioncenter.com

Open Daily 6 AM to 10 PM 
Phone: 895-8616 

Deli/Bakery: 895-8955 
www.garys-foods.com 

facebook.com/garysfoods
At the corner of Highways 1 & 30, Mount Vernon

Our famiy serving 
your family since 1971 895-8835 • Member FDIC

www.mountvernonbank.com

Mount Vernon 
Self Storage
319.895.0104

10’x10’   10’x20’   10’x24’
10’x30’ and 11’x30’ w/12’ tall doors

Email: ronchapman@q.com

Ron Chapman
Owner

106 So. Jackson St.
Lisbon, IA  52253

Work: 319-455-2725
Cell: 319-929-0018

848-4838
Chuck & Marylynn Murray 

Lawn Service

Dennis J. Ludwig, CPA, MBA, CLTC
Financial Advisor/Parishioner

775 W. Mt. Vernon Rd. • Mt. Vernon, IA 52314
Tel: 319.895.6791 • Cell: 319.360.0240

dennisl@efsadvisors.com • www.efsadvisors.com

Securities offered through 
Advanced Advisor Group, LLC 
Member NASD and SIPC.
440 Emerson St. N., Suite 4 
Cambridge, MN 53008
(763) 689-9023

Mt. Vernon 
Eye Clinic

Richard J. Skotowski, O.D.
Steve Sindt, O.D.

Eve. Appointments Available
Family Eye Care

202 Glenn Street • Tel: 895-8888

“From Basic Foundation To Decorative Concrete”
Residential | Commercial
www.kellyconcrete.net

Call: 319-373-9500 • 1-800-633-9500

M&K  
DUST CONTROL, INC.

Black Dirt • Driveway Rock
Dust Control • Snow Removal

Mt Vernon        319-895-8209

IOWA VALLEY 
MONUMENT

Mark and Jeannie Haight

2604 Williams Blvd., Cedar Rapids • 362-9911

203 Country Club Dr. • Mt. Vernon, IA 52314

Mount Vernon 
Development, LLC

Custom Building
Quality Craftsmanship

Unique Designs
Lot’s & Condo’s

360-6634 • 360-1424

410 Business 30 SW 
Mt. Vernon, IA 52314

Ph: (319) 895-8500 
Fax: (319) 895-8100

www.lynchfordchevy.com

Tork AutoTork Auto
All Makes - All Models - All Problems Fixed 

211 Hwy 30 SW - Mt. Vernon, IA 

319-895-8119 

395-7061

Supporting and Serving the  
Catholic Community for 90 Years

CedarMemorial.com • 393-8000
 Cremation •  Funeral  • Cemetery

319-363-0110 
www.robison-construction.com

General Contracting • Roofing SolutionsGeneral Contracting • Roofing Solutions
Pre-Engineered Buildings • Commercial - ResidentialPre-Engineered Buildings • Commercial - Residential

Monticello Monument
Serving Eastern Iowa for Over 100 Years! 

Pam Kraus - Parishioner Pam Kraus - Parishioner 
319-465-4350319-465-4350  

monticellomonument@gmail.commonticellomonument@gmail.com

Koppenhaver and Associates
Certified Public Accountants 

319-895-6001

Luke Oberbreckling & Sons 
CONCRETE CONSTRUCTION & EXCAVATING
“Helping Build America Since 1972”

653.432.7250653.432.7250
209 W South St • Mechanicsville, IA

• Bonded • Insured • Licensed •

319-363-2034

Grasshopper

ALL STAR TURFALL STAR TURF  
Your Turf ExpertYour Turf Expert

 Dan Kessler  563.889.2635 
 OWNER  CREATING YARD ENVY

LAWN CARE & TREE SERVICE

Tiger Stripe 
Parking Lot 

Painting

Contact Terri Roe to place an ad today! 
troe@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x5897

(319) 895-6224
PearsonVirlee.com Highway 30      455-2541

4035 Mt Vernon Rd SE 
319-365-4623


