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L ISBON  -  MOUNT  VERNON ,  IA  

AND  SURROUNDING  COMMUNITIES  

Website:   http://www.stjohnmv.org 

Working Together To 

Build the Kingdom of God 

Mass Schedule:  

St. John the Baptist, Mount Vernon 

Sunday, Wednesday and Friday - 8:30 am 

 

Parish Confession: 

Sunday at 8 am or by appointment 

St. Isidore the Farmer, Springville: 

Saturday, 5 pm - Tuesday & Thursday 8 am 

 

St. John Office Hours 

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday:  

8 am -  5 pm 

Friday:   

7 am  - 3:30 pm 

Pastor: 

Rev. Andrew Awotwe-Mensah 

Office: 895-6246 

Email: DBQ137@dbqarch.org 

Main Office: Secretary/Bookkeeper 

Loraine Kula 

Parish Office:   895-6246 

E-mail: l.kula@dbqarch.org 

FAX #:    319-895-0973 

Director of Faith Formation 

Linda Hansmeier:   895-6758 

E-mail: l.hansmeier@dbqarch.org 

Coordinator of Youth/Young Adult  Ministry 

De Wagner: 895-6758 

E-Mail : DBQ137YM@dbqarch.org 

Coordinator of Music 

Theresa Sundstrom:  563-451-2054 

E-mail: t.sundstrom@dbqarch.org 

 

Prayer Chain Contacts: 

Thelma Rife: jtbr2@q.com  

Loraine Kula: (c)319-350-8874   

l.kula@dbqarch.org  

 

Catholic Charities:  1-800-772-2758 

Birthright:  319-393-3251 or 1-800-550-4900 

January 9, 2022 

The Baptism of the Lord 



S�.  J��� ��	 B�����  ▪  212 7�� �� �	  M���� V	���� �

�

�

The Baptism of the Lord�

�
�

“We are called to live our baptism every day, as new 

creatures, clothed in Christ.” � Pope Francis�

�

What reference point do you use when making deci-

sions? Many times, impulse takes control and deci-

sions are made based solely on emotion and desire. 

We all know that these types of decisions can often 

get us into trouble. When a person has a confident 

sense of who they are and a real understanding of 

what is important and of value, the likelihood of 

kneejerk impulsive choices diminishes. Baptism 

gives us what we need to make well informed and 

purposeful decisions. By this simple gesture, God 

claims us as His own and provides us with the identi-

ty and purpose we need to properly live life. �

�

It is tremendously reassuring, when we truly embrace 

this revelation and realize that we no longer have to 

wonder about the purpose of our lives or struggle to 

find our way. The answer of who we are in God has 

been given to us. We no longer have to fumble 

around, trip over ourselves or walk aimlessly about. 

Issues surrounding the sacredness of life, the mean-

ing of death, the protection of those most vulnerable, 

care for the weak and the poor, offering hospitality to 

those in search of a home, the purpose and proper 

place of work, how to create a just social order, car-

ing for creation, and understanding our roles as her-

alds and stewards are just a few of the wonderful 

gifts baptism brings. When we make decisions based 

on things such as these core Gospel truths we really 

act as Christ himself, revealing to others the new cre-

ations that we are. This is how we live our baptism.�

�

It is difficult to walk against the tide. Yet, that is pre-

cisely what baptism calls us to do. Although we are 

sinners, in need of mercy and far from perfection we 

are called to order our life and make decisions based 

upon the wisdom and guidance of Almighty God. He 

alone is the one who can claim us as His sons and 

daughters. Standing up for our principles will not 

make us popular. But who ever said Christianity is a 

popularity contest? Baptism calls us to stand up for 

that which goes against the grain of secularism. 

Standing in line with other sinners, we have our an-

chor to steady us in the tempests of life and God is 

very pleased. Forge ahead. There is nothing to fear.�

�
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�

In his book “Practice Makes Catholic,” Joe Paprocki 

identifies five key characteristics that define what it 

means to be Catholic, this week I wish to talk about 

the first two: �

A sense of sacramentality � Many of today’s families 

do not have holy water fonts in each room or pray the 

rosary as a family.  Are clueless to the rhythm of the 

Liturgical Year. Do they know what a novena is? 

They may have palms, be familiar with ashes, and 

may use an Advent wreath.  How can you share the 

depth and meaning of ritual and symbol with families 

in non�threatening ways? �
�

A Commitment to community � Young families un-

derstand and crave community.  They belong to 

school communities, athletic teams, and neighborhood 

groups.  They may not feel connected to the Catholic 

community.  Is St. John a welcoming place?  Do you 

know one another by name?  Do you know what par-

ents do for a living, or what gifts and talents they 

have?  Look for ways to include families in parish 

events and for families to interact and support one an-

other?�
�

Linda Hansmeier, Director of Faith Formation�

Liturgical Ministers January 16, 2022�

�

Sacristan:� Ellen Bentley�

�

EM:� Heidi Ryan� � Jake Ryan�

� Leona Smith Faoro� Gwen Schimek�Tischler�

�

Lectors:� Dave Klostermann� Cindy Kendall� �
� � � �

� � �

Servers:� � Kiersten Swart� Johnny Broulik��

�

Hospitality:   Andy & Erin Moeller family�

� �  Tim & Kim Fall family�

� � �Darin & Charlene Vig Family   �
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STEWARDSHIP OF TREASURE�
�

Weekly contributions needed��������������� $5,423.08�
�

Contributions Received�

December 24/25/26/28, 2021�

�

Christmas������������������������������������������������������������� $ 8,847.36 �

Budget, Adult������������������������������������������������������� $ 1,990.00 �

Our Call to Share������������������������������������������������� $      50.00�

Flowers� ��������������������������������������������������������� $      10.00�

Lose Coin/Currency��������������������������������������������� $    136.00�

�

Total Collected���������������������������������������������������� $ 11,029.36�

�

�

YTD collection needed���������������������������������������� $ 140,000.00�

YTD collections received������������������������������������ $ 141,651.62�

YTD � ��������������������������������������������������������� $     1,651.62�

�

Contributions Received�

January 2, 2022�

�

Budget, Adult������������������������������������������������������� $      615.00�

Loose Coin/Currency������������������������������������������� $      151.00�

Snow Removal����������������������������������������������������� $        20.00�

�

Total Collected���������������������������������������������������� $       786.00�

�

YTD collection needed���������������������������������������� $  146,423.16�

YTD collections received������������������������������������ $  158,562.62�

YTD � ��������������������������������������������������������� $    12,136.46 �

�
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Wednesday, January 12th�

8:30 am � Al Opatz�

�

Friday, January 14th�

8:30 am � Irvin Clark�

�

Sunday, January 16th�

8:30 am � Mary Ann Hotka�

�

�

�

�

Christmas Flower Donation:�

Frances and Lorretta Connor in memory of 

our Grandson Matthew White and the �

9Supple and Conner families.�

�

�

Rev. Phillip E. Schmitt passed away on Friday, �

December 31, 2021 at the age of 91.  Fr. Phil was a 

priest from the Archdiocese of Dubuque for 65 years, 

ordained on February 4, 1956. Please hold his family 

in your prayers.�

�

� Readings for the week of January 09, 2022�

�

Sunday:� Is 42:1�4, 6�7/Ps 29:1�2, 3�4, 3, 9�10 [11b]/Acts 

� � 10:34�38/Lk 3:15�16, 21�22�or, Is 40:1�5, 9�11/

� � Ps 104:1b�2, 3�4, 24�25, 27�28, 29�30 [1]/Ti �

� � 2:11�14; 3:4�7/�

� � Lk 3:15�16, 21�22 �

Monday:� 1 Sm 1:1�8/Ps 116:12�13, 14�17, 18�19/Mk 1:14

� � �20 �

Tuesday:� 1 Sm 1:9�20/1 Sm 2:1, 4�5, 6�7, 8abcd/Mk 1:21�

� � 28 �

Wed.�� 1 Sm 3:1�10, 19�20/Ps 40:2 and 5, 7�8a, 8b�9, 

� � 10/Mk 1:29�39 �

Thursday:� 1 Sm 4:1�11/Ps 44:10�11, 14�15, 24�25/Mk 1:40

� � �45 �

Friday:� 1 Sm 8:4�7, 10�22a/Ps 89:16�17, 18�19/Mk 2:1�

� � 12 �

Saturday:� 1 Sm 9:1�4, 17�19; 10:1a/Ps 21:2�3, 4�5, 6�7/Mk 

� � 2:13�17�

Next Sunday:� �

� � Is 62:1�5/Ps 96:1�2, 2�3, 7�8, 9�10 [3]/1 Cor �

� � 12:4�11/Jn 2:1�11 �

� �

�
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Meetings and Activities of the Week�

�

Tuesday, January 11th�

7:00 pm � Social Justice Mtg.�

�

Wednesday, January 12th�

6:00 pm � Faith Formation grades 4th � 8th�

7:00 pm � Faith Formation grades 9th � 12th�

�

Thursday, January 13th�

6:00 pm � RCIA Session�

�

Sunday, January 16th�

8:30 am � Preschool Faith Formation�

9:30 am � K �3rd grade Faith Formation �

                After Mass “Catholic Jam”�



MEMORIALS
BY MICHEL

319-624-9090
 Toll Free 1-866-519-8726 

Mention ad to receive 20% discount 

   For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952 • www.4lpi.com  St. John, Mt. Vernon, IA A 4C 02-0375

801 Business 30 SW 
 Mount Vernon

    319-895-8322 

New Patients Welcome
Dawn M. Gaffney, D.D.S. 

www.downtowndentalinc.com

810 Highway 30 W
Mt. Vernon, IA 52314

(319) 895-8678
www.lynchcollisioncenter.com

Open Daily 6 AM to 10 PM 
Phone: 895-8616 

Deli/Bakery: 895-8955 
www.garys-foods.com 

facebook.com/garysfoods
At the corner of Highways 1 & 30, Mount Vernon

Our famiy serving 
your family since 1971 895-8835 • Member FDIC

www.mountvernonbank.com

Mount Vernon 
Self Storage
319.895.0104

10’x10’   10’x20’   10’x24’
10’x30’ and 11’x30’ w/12’ tall doors

Email: ronchapman@q.com

Ron Chapman
Owner

106 So. Jackson St.
Lisbon, IA  52253

Work: 319-455-2725
Cell: 319-929-0018

848-4838
Chuck & Marylynn Murray 

Lawn Service

Dennis J. Ludwig, CPA, MBA, CLTC
Financial Advisor/Parishioner

775 W. Mt. Vernon Rd. • Mt. Vernon, IA 52314
Tel: 319.895.6791 • Cell: 319.360.0240

dennisl@efsadvisors.com • www.efsadvisors.com

Securities offered through 
Advanced Advisor Group, LLC 
Member NASD and SIPC.
440 Emerson St. N., Suite 4 
Cambridge, MN 53008
(763) 689-9023

Mt. Vernon 
Eye Clinic

Richard J. Skotowski, O.D.
Steve Sindt, O.D.

Eve. Appointments Available
Family Eye Care

202 Glenn Street • Tel: 895-8888

“From Basic Foundation To Decorative Concrete”
Residential | Commercial
www.kellyconcrete.net

Call: 319-373-9500 • 1-800-633-9500

M&K  
DUST CONTROL, INC.

Black Dirt • Driveway Rock
Dust Control • Snow Removal

Mt Vernon        319-895-8209

IOWA VALLEY 
MONUMENT

Mark and Jeannie Haight

2604 Williams Blvd., Cedar Rapids • 362-9911

203 Country Club Dr. • Mt. Vernon, IA 52314

Mount Vernon 
Development, LLC

Custom Building
Quality Craftsmanship

Unique Designs
Lot’s & Condo’s

360-6634 • 360-1424

410 Business 30 SW 
Mt. Vernon, IA 52314

Ph: (319) 895-8500 
Fax: (319) 895-8100

www.lynchfordchevy.com

Tork AutoTork Auto
All Makes - All Models - All Problems Fixed 

211 Hwy 30 SW - Mt. Vernon, IA 

319-895-8119 

395-7061

Supporting and Serving the  
Catholic Community for 90 Years

CedarMemorial.com • 393-8000
 Cremation •  Funeral  • Cemetery

319-363-0110 
www.robison-construction.com

General Contracting • Roofing SolutionsGeneral Contracting • Roofing Solutions
Pre-Engineered Buildings • Commercial - ResidentialPre-Engineered Buildings • Commercial - Residential

Monticello Monument
Serving Eastern Iowa for Over 100 Years! 

Pam Kraus - Parishioner Pam Kraus - Parishioner 
319-465-4350319-465-4350  

monticellomonument@gmail.commonticellomonument@gmail.com

Koppenhaver and Associates
Certified Public Accountants 

319-895-6001

Luke Oberbreckling & Sons 
CONCRETE CONSTRUCTION & EXCAVATING
“Helping Build America Since 1972”

653.432.7250653.432.7250
209 W South St • Mechanicsville, IA

• Bonded • Insured • Licensed •

319-363-2034

Grasshopper

ALL STAR TURFALL STAR TURF  
Your Turf ExpertYour Turf Expert

 Dan Kessler  563.889.2635 
 OWNER  CREATING YARD ENVY

LAWN CARE & TREE SERVICE

Tiger Stripe 
Parking Lot 

Painting

Contact Terri Roe to place an ad today! 
troe@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x5897

(319) 895-6224
PearsonVirlee.com Highway 30      455-2541

4035 Mt Vernon Rd SE 
319-365-4623


