Working Together To

Build the Kingdom of God

Mass Schedule:
St. John the Baptist, Mount Vernon

Sunday, Wednesday and Friday - 8:30 am January 16, 2022
Parish Confession: The Second Sunday in Ordinary 7ime

Sunday at 8 am or by appointment

St. Isidore the Farmer, Springville:
Saturday, 5 pm - Tuesday & Thursday 8 am

St. John Office Hours

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday:
8am- 5pm

Friday:

7am -3:30 pm

Pastor:

Rev. Andrew Awotwe-Mensah
Office: 895-6246

Email: DBQ137@dbgarch.org

Main Office: Secretary/Bookkeeper
Loraine Kula

Parish Office: 895-6246

E-mail: |.kula@dbgarch.org

[+ | OHNS# ~=
L3 — 2 "

FAX#: 319-895-0973 — £ —_—

Director of Faith Formation : &

Linda Hansmeier: 895-6758 / /?.p B AP I IS I

E-mail: |.hansmeier@dbqarch.org

Coordinator of Youth/Young Adult Ministry C AT H O L | C C H U RC H

De Wagner: 895-6758
E-Mail : DBQ137YM@dbgarch.org

Coordinator of Music
Theresa Sundstrom: 563-451-2054
E-mail: t.sundstrom@dbgarch.org

Prayer Chain Contacts:
Thelma Rife: jtor2@q.com
Loraine Kula: (c)319-350-8874
|.kula@dbgarch.org

LISBON - MOUNT VERNON, /4
AND SURROUNDING COMMUNITIES

Website: http://lwww.stjohnmv.org

Catholic Charities: 1-800-772-2758
Birthright: 319-393-3251 or 1-800-550-4900

PARISH THEME: RETURN TO ME AND RENEW YOUR SPIRIT




To Qur Parishioners & Friends

Second Sunday in OT-Living life as “a gift to others”

This weekend the gospel is about the wedding feast at
Cana. The appearance of Jesus at the wedding feast con-
stitutes the last of the four manifestations of Jesus as
God among us. The feasts of Christmas, Epiphany, and
Baptism are the other three.

In narrating the details of the wedding event in which
Jesus turned water into wine, St John underscores its the-
ophanic character by reminding us that “Jesus did this as
the beginning of his signs at Cana in Galilee and so re-
vealed his glory,” prompting the disciples to “begin to
believe in him.”

Commenting on this passage in the Magnificat for this
weekend, Pope Francis interprets the Cana wedding
event as Jesus manifesting himself as “the spouse of the
people of God,” to show the “depth of the relationship
that unites us to him.” The prophet Isaiah spoke about
similar divine “espousal” of Israel in these words: “No
more shall people call you ‘Forsaken, ‘or your land
‘Desolate, “but you shall be called ‘My Delight, ‘and
your land ‘Espoused.” For the LORD delights in you and
makes your land his spouse”( Is 62: 4).

Understanding that love is the central tenet of this God-
humanity relationship is key to living our life according-
ly as “a gift to others.” St. Paul expounds on the cove-
nant love understanding in his teachings on the gifts of
the Spirit, asserting that God gives to each of us gifts
through his Spirit for the benefit of others. Paul names
numerous gifts, with each possessing one or more to
serve others, to live for them.

The passage further highlights Mary’s exemplified com-
mitment to live with others in view. Consider her request
on behalf of the wedding party to her son: “They have no
wine.” It is a gesture that supports the pope’s assertion
that Jesus seeks to bind us to himself by acts of mercy.
Also, it signifies her solicitude for others as a matter of
her love for all.

To the world in need of stable and universally authentic
love, the wedding feast at Cana is understood as estab-
lishing a new covenant of love, a relationship between
God and all humanity. What took place at Cana does not
happen to the groom, the bride, and the others present.
Instead, Jesus lived that moment to bind “his disciples to
himself in a new and final covenant,” says the pope.

In the main, we should understand that the wedding feast
at Cana was a sacred moment, a moment of love to bring
us to understand our calling to live our lives as “a gift to
others.”

Faith Formation Information by Linda Hansmeier

Last week I referred to the first two characteristics
that Joe Paprocki identifies in his book “Practice
Makes Catholic.” Today I will share his last three.

3. Respect for Human Life -

How we treat one another and how we think about the
value of each person should reflect Gospel values.
Being Catholic means being people for others. But
are we always? Where in parish, school, or family
life does this characteristic break down?

4. Reverence for Scripture and Tradition -

Yes, there really is a core of Catholic knowledge and
belief, and we must continue to hold up the bar. Cath-
olic need to learn and remember the teachings of the
faith.

5. An Attitude of Faith and Hope -

In spite of life’s challenges, a Catholic turns away
from despair and seeks comfort in the faith and the
community. Knowing one another and being there to
encourage and support each other in challenging times
reminds us that we do not journey alone. In what
ways to parents and students receive our support
through life’s difficulties.

There really is something special
about being a Catholic!

FORMED

Have you signed up for FORMED yet?

Go to formed.org and use zip code 52314 to
sign into your free account. The Pick of the
Week is the "Be Not Afraid Family Hour" series
that can help you apply your faith at home.

The easiest way to do femily feith formation every month

ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST = 212 7TH ST SE MOUNT VERNON



Readings for the week of January 16, 2022

Sunday: Is 62:1-5/Ps 96:1-2, 2-3, 7-8, 9-10 [3]/1 Cor 12:4-
11/In2:1-11

Monday: 1 Sm 15:16-23/Ps 50:8-9, 16bc-17, 21 and 23/Mk
2:18-22

Tuesday: 1 Sm 16:1-13/Ps 89:20, 21-22, 27-28/Mk 2:23-28

Wednesday: 1 Sm 17:32-33, 37, 40-51/Ps 144:1b, 2, 9-10/Mk
3:1-6

Thursday: 1 Sm 18:6-9; 19:1-7/Ps 56:2-3, 9-10a, 10b-11, 12-
13/Mk 3:7-12

Friday: 1 Sm 24:3-21/Ps 57:2, 3-4, 6 and 11/Mk 3:13-19

Saturday: 2 Sm 1:1-4, 11-12, 19, 23-27/Ps 80:2-3, 5-7/Mk
3:20-21

Next Sunday:

Neh 8:2-4a, 5-6, 8-10/Ps 19:8, 9, 10, 15/1 Cor 2:12

-30 or 12:12-14, 27/Lk 1:1-4; 4:14-21

Wednesday, January 19th
8:30 am - Special Intention

Friday, January 21st
8:30 am - Rosalyn Ludwig

Sunday, January 23rd
8:30 am - Wayne Tauke

Meetings and Activities of the Week

Tuesday, January 18th
6:30 pm - Faith Formation Mtg.

Wednesday, January 19th

6:30 am - Finance Council Mtg.
9:00 am - St. Anne’s Group

6:00 pm - FF for grades 4th - 8th
7:00 pm - FF for grades 9th - 12th
7 - 9 pm - Adoration

Sunday, January 23rd
8:30 am - Preschool FF
9:30 am - K - 3rd grade FF

STEWARDSHIP OF TREASURE

Weekly contributions needed............ $5,423.08
Contributions Received

January 9, 2022

Budget, Adult.........ccooveieiiiiieieeeeeeiene $2,024.59
Loose Coin/Currency... $ 189.87
Snow Removal.......... $ 150.00
Heat Fund ..........ccooeeieieieeeeeeeeeeeeee $ 50.00
Sacrificial IVING.......cccveiviecieirieieiieieeeeene $  30.00
TOTAL e $ 2,444.46
YTD collection needed.........c...ccovvveuvieiirennnnn. $151,846.24
YTD collections received ...........coovvevvvevnnennen. $ 163,822.08
YTD e $ 11,975.84

Liturgical Ministers January 23, 2022

Sacristan: Brett Kimm

EM: Charlene Vig Ann Thuerauf
Lisa Thuerauf Ellen Bentley

Lectors:  Patty Lynch Charlie Liberko

Servers:  Michael Covington Alex Fencl

Hospitality: Larry & Judy Poduska
John & Amanda Rhomberg family
Dean & Kathy Mallie

Annual Birthright Donations

Boy’s & Girl’s Pajamas
Boy’s & Girl’s Outfits

Focus on sizes 0-3, 3-6, and 6-9 months

Winter clothing is the most needed at this time, but
Birthright can use clothes for any season

At this time, we do not need diapers or wipes!

Good condition/clean used clothing will be accepted.

Rev. Phillip E. Schmitt funeral Mass will take place this Monday, January 17th @ 10 am at Immaculate Con-
ception Church, Cedar Rapids. Archbishop Michael O. Jackels will officiate. Masks are recommended. Funeral

Mass will be lived stream at:

https://www.youtube.com/c/ImmaculateConceptionCatholicChurch

PARISH THEME: RETURN TO ME AND RENEW YOUR SPIRIT
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ADVERTISE HERE NOW!

Nelcgme Back to Mass

Contact Terri Roe to place an ad today!
troe@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x5897

Stay connected to our faith community no matter where you are
by signing up to get our bulletin delivered straight to your email!

Koppenhaver and Associates
Cuniﬁkf Public Accountants
~319-895-6001

@ For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952 @ www.4lpi.com St. John, Mt. Vernon, IA A 4C 02-0375

www.ParishesOnline.com




