
Nativity Church of Fargo  

1825 11th St S, Fargo, ND 58103  Located at the Corner of University Drive and 18 th Ave S. 

NATIVITY CHURCH WILL BE OPEN FROM  
7:00 A.M. TO 7:00 P.M.  

FOR PRIVATE PRAYER SUNDAY TO SATURDAY.  
 
PARISH OFFICE: 701-232-2414 
PARISH OFFICE HOURS: 
 Monday-Friday: 8:00 a.m.-4:30 p.m. 
          
WEBSITE & FACEBOOK: 

www.nativitycatholicchurch.net 
‘Like’ us on Facebook:  

 Nativity Church of Fargo 
EMAIL: office@nativitycatholicchurch.net 
 

EUCHARISTIC LITURGIES: 
 SATURDAY: 8:00 AM & 5:00 PM 
 SUNDAY: 7:45, 9:15, & 11:00 AM 
 MONDAY-FRIDAY: 8:00 AM 
   

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION: 
 SATURDAY: 3:30-4:30 P.M. 

OR CALL FOR AN APPOINTMENT 
 

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM: 
Infant baptism preparation:  
 Contact Chris Steffan 232-2414 (ext. 127)  

to register for sessions.  
 

  For information regarding the adult        
  process, please contact Chris Steffan  
  232-2414 (ext. 127) 
 

  MARRIAGE PREPARATION: 

  Contact the parish office (232-2414) at least    
  6 months in advance of the wedding date. 

 

  PRAYER AND DEVOTIONS: 

 EUCHARISTIC COMMUNAL ADORATION: 
  SUSPENDED UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE 
  
  

   EUCHARISTIC CHAPEL IS OPEN FOR  
 PRIVATE PRAYER 7:00 A.M. TO 7:00 P.M. 
    SUNDAY-SATURDAY   
 

 PRAYER CHAIN 

SANDI GRUHOT, 235-6408 

July 4, 2021 
Fourteenth  Sunday Ordinary Time 

“Our eyes are fixed on the Lord, pleading for his mercy.”  

~ cf. Psalms 123:2cd 
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Welcome Newcomers 
   Welcome to our parish community: Luis & Nayeli 

Chavez; Greta & Alex Koppy; Barb Horne; Cody Lavelle; 

Danielle Harstad; Cathy Week; Erin Weber; Stephanie & 

Thomas Drietz; Angie Sager; Amanda Koci; Anthony 

Eder; Kynna Bertagnolli; Colleen & Richard Biel; Emily & 

Benjamin Barvels. 

Bulletin Deadline  
   Articles are due to Bev in the parish office Tuesdays 

by Noon for the following Sunday. Drop them off in the 

office or email: bevn@nativitycatholicchurch.net 

Bulletin Advertiser of the Week 
   

    Our Advertiser of the Week  

is Mike Bruckbauer, Nodak  

Insurance Company.  

Thank you for your support.  

   See back of bulletin for all  

advertisers. Remember to  

patronize all the advertisers  

whenever possible. 

Stewardship Options Planning 
   Have you considered using your credit card and/or 

doing an automatic bank withdrawal from your bank  

account for your parish stewardship? Check our parish 

web site at http://www.nativitycatholicchurch.net/ and 

click on ‘Administration’ then ‘Automatic Withdrawals’. 

You can create an account and schedule automatic  

withdrawals by clicking on the link. Or if you wish to 

have Nativity set up your automatic Sunday offering, 

contact Margaret Zeren at the parish office. Also, if you 

set up your credit card or bank withdrawal donation a 

while ago, it may be time to adjust the amount upward 

a bit. Thank you for considering this option.   

Parish News 

Bulletin News  
   Did you know that you can receive an email  

notification when a new bulletin is posted online? Our 

bulletin publisher will send you a link so you can see the 

weekly bulletin the minute it is posted online. Go to: 

www.parishesonline.com/find/nativity-church-58103 

and you will see our bulletins listed. Click on the 

“Subscribe” button above the bulletins and they will 

alert you when a new publication goes online. 

   You can also access the bulletins on our Nativity  

website: www.nativitycatholicchurch.net 

Please cut out this ‘Thank You’ and present it the next 

time you Patronize One of Our Advertisers. 

 

 
Thank you for advertising in the Nativity Church bulletin. 

I am patronizing your business because of it! 

Become Part of Our Parish Family  
   To help serve our parish family in the best possible 

way, we encourage people to become registered  

members of Nativity. It is simple and quite painless. If 

you are new to town and have been here to worship a 

few times or attend Mass regularly at Nativity, please 

consider registering. You can pick up a registration form 

from the Information Center in Mercy Hall or download 

the form from our parish website 

(www.nativitycatholicchurch.net and then click on Get 

Involved). This information is kept private and is for 

parish ministry use only. 

Emergency Food Pantry Donations 
   are picked up from Nativity each week. Please leave 

any non-perishables on the cabinet near the northwest 

entrance to the church. Donations are needed and much 

appreciated. 

Want to get to know other men and their  

families at Nativity Church? 

Consider joining the Nativity Knights of Columbus!  
 

The Nativity Knights of Columbus Council meets on the  

2nd Thursday of every month at 7:00 p.m.  
 

May Honors 
   Knight of the Month: Fr. Bill Gerlach 

   Family of the Month: Chris & Erin Danduran 

   Altar Server of the Month: Simon Schwind 
 

June Honors 
   Knight of the Month: Tony Tasa 

   Family of the Month: Karl & Bev Nesler 

   Altar Server of the Month: Maggie Schwind  
 

“Like” us on Facebook 

NativityKC6570 

Nativity Knights News 
Grand Knight: Mike Langseth 

michaellangseth@hotmail.com 

701-361-1548 

Prayers and Sympathy 
   We extend our prayers and sympathy to Karen 

Beltran on the death of her mother, Janet Beltran; and 

to Liz Everson on the death of her mother, Maxine 

Solum. 

Summer Liturgy Assistance 
   Summer time is lake time so our ministry schedule for 

the weekend Masses is always light. If you know you 

will be in town for the weekend and will be coming to 

Mass, please check with the sacristan to see if your help 

is needed or check the website: https://

secure.rotundasoftware.com/28/web-terminal/master-

calendar?liveWebPostId=587512 

   Thank you for your time and talent. 

Office Hours Monday, July 5 
   The parish office will be closed on Monday, July 5. 

Have a wonderful and safe 4th of July. 

   “The Chosen” will not be shown on Monday, July 5, 

but will resume on Monday, July 12. 
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Parish and Area News 

God’s Gift Appeal 
   Thanks to all our parishioners who have 

made their gift to the 2021 God's Gift Appeal. 

Nativity is 88.63% towards our goal of 

$123,286.28.  

Stewardship Moments 
   “As the Lord spoke to me, the spirit entered me and 

set me on my feet, and I heard the one who was  

speaking say to me, ‘Son of man, I am sending you…’”    

~ Ezekiel 2:2-3 
 

   God has a plan for each of us.  He calls us to do 

something for Him. However, He does not leave us on 

our own to figure it out. He gives us the resources we 

need to do His work. Are you listening for God’s call?  

When you hear it, do you get on your feet and do the 

work He asks of you? Do not be afraid. God doesn’t call 

the equipped, He equips the called. Answer His call. 

Pastor’s Notes 
    

   The Second Vatican Council’s Constitu-
tion on the Sacred Liturgy, Sacrosanctum 
Concilium, concludes with three chapters 
devoted to the liturgical year, and music & 
art in the liturgy. The Divine Office, prayed 
at various times from morning through 
evening, gives the day a sacred rhythm. 
But as I mentioned here last week, the communal  
celebration of the Divine Office has not been largely 
realized outside of religious communities and the  
ordained, who make a promise to pray the Divine Office 
at the time of their profession or ordination. As has  
often happened in the history of the church, a parallel 
practice for consecrating the morning and evening by 
laypersons developed over time, such as a morning  
offering prayer and bedtime prayers like the “Now I lay 
me down to sleep” prayer that I learned as a child. In 
addition to this daily rhythm of prayer, there is also a 
weekly rhythm with the weekend celebration of the  
Eucharistic Liturgy, through which the Church "keeps 
the memory of the Lord's resurrection," as well as its 
yearly celebration at Easter. Throughout the year, the 
Church unfolds "the whole mystery of Christ from the 
incarnation and nativity to the ascension, to Pentecost 
and the expectation of the blessed hope of the coming 
of the Lord." Also, Sacrosanctum Concilium notes, the 
Church celebrates the saints throughout the year,  
honoring especially “the Blessed Virgin Mary, Mother of 
God, with a special love. She is inseparably linked with 
her son’s saving work.” The Liturgical Year is structured 
around Easter, the "most solemn of all feasts," and 
Christmas, with their respective seasons following and 
Lent and Easter preceding them. Lent is specifically  
addressed, emphasizing its two characteristic elements: 
"the recalling of baptism or the preparation for it, and 
penance." Regarding Lenten penance, it “should be not 
only internal and individual but also external and  
social.” Sacred music, Sacrosanctum Concilium states, 
has "inestimable value, greater even than that of any 
other art," and so "religious singing by the faithful is to 
be intelligently fostered." Gregorian chant and use of 
the organ are to be held in esteem, but other forms of 
music and instruments are also allowed. Texts for new 
music "should be drawn chiefly from the sacred scripture 
and from liturgical sources," and if you look where it 
says "Text: ..." at the bottom of the page in our Breaking 
Bread music book, you can see how many of the texts 
come from these sources. The final chapter of  
Sacrosanctum Concilium calls the fine arts “among the 
noblest activities of man’s genius,” naming sacred art 
as “its highest manifestation.” Bishops are “to take care 
that in encouraging and favoring truly sacred art, they 
should seek for noble beauty rather than sumptuous 
display." All these elements follow the guiding principle 
of the document, which I also quoted the last two 
weeks in my review of Sacrosanctum Concilium: that 
"all the faithful should be led to that full, conscious, and 
active participation in liturgical celebrations which is 
demanded by the very nature of the liturgy." 
 

In Christ’s Peace,  

Fr. Bill 

Job Opportunity 
FT Music & Liturgy Coordinator 

   St. James Basilica, Jamestown, ND, is seeking a full-

time Music and Liturgy Coordinator. The position involves  

coordinating, planning and scheduling the liturgical and 

music ministries for the parish. Qualifications include 

knowledge in Catholic liturgical practices, as well as 

styles and forms of church music and their appropriate 

incorporation into the liturgy. Must have the ability to 

play piano and/or organ; experience in choir direction 

preferred but not required. Candidate must also have 

competent communication, interpersonal, organizational 

and computer skills. A degree in music or theology     

preferred. Salary is commensurate with experience and 

qualifications. Position is directly accountable to the   

pastor. Send resume or inquires by July 1st or until    

position is filled to: St. James Basilica, Attn: Kaysee, 

622 1st Ave South, Jamestown, ND 58401 or email:          

basilica@stjamesbasilica.org or fax 701-952-6992. 

Job Opportunity 
   St. Vincent de Paul Thrift Store is looking for one or 

two people to assist with picking up furniture from 

homes to be delivered to our store. This is a paid  

position involving approximately 4 to 8 hours a week: 

occurring one or two days per week. Flexibility is  

necessary. If interested call Melissa Fontaine at the 

store, 701-364-9404. 
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Parish and Area News 

Faith Community 
   Parable of the unforgiving servant, Matthew 18:21-35  

     ~ Sister Sharon Houle 
 

   Peter asks Jesus: “If my brother sins against me, how 
often must I forgive him? As many as seven times?”  
Jesus answers Peter, “I say to you not seven times but 
seventy-seven times.” Matthew 18:21. 
 

   Jesus explains further with a parable. The Kingdom of 
Heaven is like a king who decided to settle accounts. A 
servant was brought before him who owed the king a 
huge amount. It was impossible for him to pay the debt. 
Since he had no way to pay it back, the king ordered 
him, his family and property to be sold. He fell on his 
knees, did the king homage, begged for more time  
saying, “Be patient with me, and I will pay you back in 
full.” The king, moved to compassion, forgave him the 
entire debt. The servant shows no signs of gratitude for 
the enormous gift he just received. Instead, upon leaving 
he sees a fellow servant who owes him a much smaller 
amount. He seizes him, chokes him, demanding payment. 
The fellow servant falls on his knees, begging, “Be patient 
with me; I will pay you back.” He refuses. Instead, he 
puts his fellow servant into prison till he pays the full 
debt. The king learns about the affair, becomes angry. “I 
forgave you because you begged me. Should you not 
have had pity on your fellow servant?” The king handed 
him over to the torturers till he paid the whole debt. So 
will my heavenly Father do to you, unless each of you 
forgives his brother from his heart. Matthew 18:21-35.  
 

   This parable reminds us how great our debt to God truly 
is. We break God’s law constantly, consistently, and  
easily. Our debt to God is unpayable. Our only hope is to 
be truly forgiven out of the mercy of God. It is only  
because of Christ’s sacrifice on the cross that we can be 
forgiven. The grace received through Christ, his death 
and resurrection, enables us to forgive others in the  
community of faith. God’s rich and plentiful grace that we 
receive is more than enough for us to forgive fellow  
debtors. 
 

   Because God has forgiven us, we are to forgive each 
other. While we were sinners, God died for us, forgiving 
us our sins. Forgiveness needs to be in like proportion to 
that forgiven. The servant was forgiven all. We, likewise, 
are to forgive those who hurt us, fully, completely,  
without reservation. We are to forgive from a heart of 
gratitude for the grace which we ourselves have received. 
In the Lord’s Prayer we ask, “Father, forgive us our  
trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us.”  
In the sacrament of reconciliation, we are forgiven of our 
sins, over and over again. We are not forgiven seven 
times but always. 
 

   God is merciful; he is also just. The hard-heartedness 
of the servant prevents him from receiving God’s mercy 
and forgiveness. He is unable to treat his fellow servant 
with mercy and compassion. The king calls him “wicked.” 
He pronounces judgement upon the unforgiving servant. 
Christians who refuse to forgive others will be subject to 
the severest kind of discipline until they learn to forgive 
as they have been forgiven. Now we are living in a time 
of mercy; later there will be judgment. 

Job Openings JPII Schools 
Elementary School Counselor – Nativity Elementary  

   St. John Paul Catholic Schools is searching for an  

Elementary School Counselor. Candidates must have the 

following: the ability to work closely with students and be 

pro-active in solving student issues, knowledge of the 

RTI model, the ability and experience to interpret MAP and 

other testing data, and the passion to see all students 

succeed and grow from their individual strengths. Must 

be able to work with staff and parents in working with 

students, keeping in mind the development of the whole 

child. Candidates must hold or be able to obtain current 

ND Counselor’s Credential or provisional ND Counselor’s 

Credential. Deadline: Open Until Filled. Submit cover  

letter, resume, completed certified application, three  

letters of recommendation and transcripts to Human  

Resources, JPII Catholic Schools, 5600 25th Street 

South, Fargo, ND 58104 or  

Human.Resources@jp2schools.org 
 

Administrative Assistant, Activities –  

  Shanley High School 

   St. John Paul II Catholic Schools is searching for an 

Administrative Assistant to support the Activities  

Department. Successful candidate will work closely with 

the Activities Director on day to day operations within the 

JPII Catholic Schools. Job duties include but are not  

limited to coordinating practice, games and busing  

schedules, data entry, event staffing, processing purchase 

requests and stakeholder communications. Background in 

High School activities and athletics preferred but not  

required. Flexibility to work some evenings and weekends. 

Experience in data entry, Excel, Work, PowerPoint  

preferred. Deadline for applying: Open Until Filled.  

Submit cover letter, resume, completed general application 

and three letters of recommendation to Human Resources, 

JPII Catholic Schools, 5600 25th Street South, Fargo, ND 

58104 or Human.Resources@jp2schools.org 
 

Administrative Assistant – Nativity Elementary    

  (Full-Time/School Year) 

   St. John Paul II Catholic Schools is searching for an 

Administrative Assistant to support Nativity Elementary 

School. Candidate must be able to support the students, 

building principal, staff and parents by coordinating daily 

activities required to effectively operate the school. In 

addition, candidate will serve as the primary focal point 

for information gathering and dissemination. Looking for 

a candidate that possesses a nurturing personality toward 

students, effective organizational skills, is able to  

efficiently communicate with staff, parents and students. 

Other duties are outlined in the job description. Must 

have general computer knowledge and be able to use 

Microsoft programs to effectively operate the school. 

Deadline for applying: Open Until Filled. Submit cover 

letter, resume, completed general application and three 

letters of recommendation to Human Resources, JPII 

Catholic Schools, 5600 25th Street South, Fargo, ND 

58104 or Human.Resources@jp2schools.org. 

    

   For additional JPII job opportunities go to: https://

www.jp2schools.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/06/Career-

Opportunities-6-22-21.pdf 
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Mass Intentions 
Monday, July 5 

 8:00 am - Barbara Gerlach † 

Tuesday, July 6 

 8:00 am - Gail & Larry Nelson 

  The Meadows - (Residents only)   

Wednesday, July 7 

   8:00 am - Florence Schenk † 

  Villa Maria - (Residents only)  

Thursday, July 8 

  8:00 am - Beste Family 

Friday, July 9 

   8:00 am - Eugene Zacher † 

Saturday, July 10  

  8:00 am - Esperanza Almasol 

  5:00 pm - Alyssa Anderson † 

Sunday, July 11  

  7:45 am - Walt Seeba † 

  9:15 am - Intention of Parish   

 11:00 am - Lynn Davis †  

Pray for the sick... 

Jerry Mehlisch 

Roger Schwinghammer 

Danuta Krasniewska 

Christopher Durensky, Jr 

Greg Lacroix 

Shari Stoa 

Joe Swiontek 

Dave Barnick 

Jim Graalum 

Lillian Meyer 

Daniel Schlicht 

Jean Kelso 

Jim Kappel 

Peggy Welle 

Betty Barnacle 

Gloria Bougie 

Roland Luken 

Diane Genoch 

Sheila Duebbert 

Audra Norton 

Jim Foley 

Pam Schneider 

Ann Lucy 

Loretta Schumacher 

Sami Mack 

Tom Nistler 

If you or a loved one are hospitalized or homebound or 

would like to have a family member included in the prayers 

for the sick, call the parish office at 701-232-2414. 

Readings for the Week 
Monday:  Gn 28:10-22a/Ps 91:1-2, 3-4, 14-15 ab 

 [cf. 2b]/Mt 9:18-26 

Tuesday:  Gn 32:23-33/Ps 17:1b, 2-3, 6-7ab, 8b and 

 15 [15a]/Mt 9:32-38 

Wednesday:  Gn 41:55-57; 42:5-7a, 17-24a/Ps 33:2-3, 

 10-11, 18-19 [22]/Mt 10:1-7 

Thursday:  Gn 44:18-21, 23b-29; 45:1-5/Ps 105:16-17, 

 18-19, 20-21 [5a]/Mt 10:7-15 

Friday:  Gn 46:1-7, 28-30/Ps 37:3-4, 18-19, 27-28, 

 39-40 [39a]/Mt 10:16-23 

Saturday:  Gn 49:29-32; 50:15-26a/Ps 105:1-2, 3-4, 

 6-7 [cf. Ps 69:33]/Mt 10:24-33 

Sunday:  Am 7:12-15/Ps 85:9-10, 11-12, 13-14 [8]/

 Eph 1:3-14 or 1:3-10/Mk 6:7-1 

Serving the Assembly July 10/11, 2021 

  5:00 PM  7:45 AM 9:15 AM 11:00 AM 

Altar Server 
Lucy Motteberg 
Luke Motteberg 

Altar Server Needed Altar Server Needed Altar Server Needed 

Greeter 
Greeter Needed Judy McDonald 

Gina Schumacher 
Greeter Needed Remy Adarna 

Cesar Sabeniano Jr. 

Usher 

Gerald Lauer 
Karen Lauer 
Usher Needed 
Usher Needed 

Ausma Reul 
Lyle Reul 
Joel Simons 
Usher Needed 

Jeff Bartholomay 
Leonard Rath 
Anthony Schumacher 
Loretta Schumacher 

Roni Estes 
Rhesa Hanson 
Lilibeth Tolentino 
Romulo Tolentino 

EMHC 

    

Proclaimer 
Lynn Motteberg—1 
Melissa Mehlisch—2  

Brenda Lang—1 
Larry Boulger—2  

Judy Petermann—1 
Ted Preister—2 

Patricia Greenshields—1 
Jason Schwengler—2 

Sacristan 
Paul Leier 
Sheila Leier 

Mark Seeba Anna Welder Anna Welder 

Musicians 
Pat Keogh 
Chenise Tandsater 

Jens Andersen 
LaVonne Rustad 

Karl Nesler 
Nate and/or Brent 

Joey Wilhelmi 
Brent Hermans 

Coffee & Rolls  

Signing up for Formed on your computer just got easier: 
There are 3 easy steps for new parishioners to Sign Up on FORMED: 
 Visit http://signup.formed.org/ 
 Enter our parish zip or name 
 Enter your name and email 

At this time No Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion will be scheduled  

At this time No Socializing after Masses-this includes no coffee and rolls. 

Our Giving of Thanksgiving 
Sunday, June 27, 2021  

Adult Envelopes  (96 envelopes) ................ $7,891.05 

Plate  ......................................................... $504.00 

Auto Deposit (Weekly Average) .................. $4,358.67 

Total ................................................... $12,753.72 
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LIVE THE LITURGY   
Inspiration for the week 
 

   God never ceases to proclaim His Word. His life-giving  

presence continues to sustain all things and keep them in  

being regardless of whether there is the faith to receive or 

perceive Him. Our personal agendas, preconceived ideas,  

misconceptions, and expectations can often cause us to be so 

hard of heart and obstinate that we fail to see what God is 

trying to do. While God remains ever present, faith is  

necessary for God’s power to bear fruit. As we celebrate our 

country’s independence, let us not forget the difference  

between liberties and freedom. While the liberties we have are 

most welcome treasures, only freedom from what blinds,  

deceives, and weighs us down can bring happiness. God is all 

about healing, transformation, and hope. In order for God to 

do what God does best, we have to invite Him in and see Him 

for who he is. Otherwise, God’s will for humanity will be 

something at which we simply take offense, a common  

reaction when something challenges or unsettles us.  

©LPi  

EVERYDAY STEWARDSHIP   
Recognize God In Your Ordinary Moments 
 

The Prophecy of You and Me 
 

   Prophet. There’s a heaviness to this word. It’s weighted 

down with meaning. We think of prophets and we think of 

Charlton Heston with wild hair and a booming voice,  

reaching out his hand to work wonders of nature by the 

grace of God. We think of prophets and we think of ancient 

Biblical history — someone far away, someone so removed 

from our everyday life. A prophet is someone who knows 

something we don’t. 
 

   When I let you in on this secret, it might scare you at 

first: in a way, God is calling you to be a prophet. He is 

calling me. He is calling anyone who hears the truth of the 

Gospel. However, there is no need for the megaphone and 

the wild locusts. This prophet gig might not be what you’re 

thinking. 
 

   What does a prophet do? He hears and testifies to the 

truth, even when it’s uncomfortable, even when it’s  

unpopular, even when it results in, as Paul says, 

“weaknesses, insults, hardships, persecutions and  

constraints.” A prophet doesn’t have to be smart or rich or 

ordained; heck, he doesn’t even have to be particularly 

willing. 
 

   All a prophet has to do is listen to the truth. The truth we 

receive from Christ, through the Gospel and the sacraments, 

is a mighty gift. But it is a gift that we are not meant to 

simply keep for ourselves. In possessing it, we are compelled 

to also pass it on, to share it, to let the Spirit set us on our 

feet. 

- Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS 

GOSPEL MEDITATION   
Fourteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

   It’s all so ordinary that we can easily miss it. The seagulls 

hunting and diving for mollusks at the beach offer a display of 

determination and precision as they gather their food for the 

day. It’s simply what these creatures do. Yet, there’s a magical 

artfulness and skill to their work that speaks volumes about 

the One who breathed life into their being. This is pretty much 

the way it is with God’s presence. God comes in common ways 

through common things and ordinary people. Sadly, we are so 

engulfed in our little worlds of order and ideas to notice the 

beauty and wonder of it all. Many have numbed themselves to 

the Divine spark at the essence of all life because that’s just 

the way it is. What’s so special about it? A sunset is a sunset 

and a seagull is a seagull. That’s precisely what they thought 

about Jesus too. After all, isn’t he just the carpenter’s son? 

What merit can his words possibly have? 

 

   If we’re looking for God to come in an event that is so     

dramatic and intense that it knocks our socks off, then think 

again. When pondering God’s relationship with His people and 

God’s action in our lives, we have to go back to the stable and 

the recurring, creative, unending power of God’s presence. It 

was a quiet, run of the mill kind of night. There was nothing 

spectacular or extraordinary. To the naked eye, a woman gave 

birth to a child and there wasn’t anything extraordinary to see. 

We have a hard time understanding God’s ordinary-ness. Jesus 

grew up in an ordinary town, had neighbors and did normal 

human things. Perhaps that’s why we don’t always like the 

Gospel. It doesn’t dazzle us with extraordinary things but 

simply challenges us to take a different look at our ordinary 

stuff. That makes us uncomfortable. We prefer things as they 

are. Our lack of faith can even cause us to take offense at 

what Jesus says and does, dismissing it as folly. 

 

God’s life-giving presence continues to sustain that seagull in 

flight and keep all things in being regardless of whether we 

have the faith to see and understand this. Our personal agendas, 

preconceived ideas, misconceptions, and expectations can  

often cause us to be hardened and blinded to what God is  

doing or desiring to do. While God continues to do what he has 

done for all eternity, faith is needed for God’s presence to bear 

fruit. The blinders we wear and the expectations we bring to 

life can often prevent us from seeing graced moments that 

radiate with God’s graceful presence. They also prevent God’s 

transforming, healing, and hope filled vision for our world from 

being realized. Without faith, God won’t be able to do much for 

us either. 

©LPi 



Pastoral Care Team 

Priest:    
  Fr. Bill Gerlach, Pastor (ext. 123) 
   billg@nativitycatholicchurch.net 
 

  Fr. Anthony Cruz, Parochial Vicar (ext. 137) 
   anthony.cruz@fargodiocese.org 
   

 Deacon: 
  Deacon Bruce Dahl (ext. 132) 
   bruce.dahl@fargodiocese.org 
 

Pastoral Minister/ Parish Nurse Coordinator:  
  Sr. Sharon Houle (ext. 126) 
   sharonh@nativitycatholicchurch.net 
 

Liturgy Team 
Liturgy & Music Coordinator: Brent Hermans (ext. 125) 
   brenth@nativitycatholicchurch.net 
 

Faith Formation Team 
Director of Faith Formation (Grades 1-8): Kathy Bourdon (ext. 124) 
   kathyb@nativitycatholicchurch.net 
 

Adult Faith Life Coordinator: Chris Steffan (ext. 127) 
   chriss@nativitycatholicchurch.net 
 

Youth Ministry (LinC) & Young Adult Coordinator: Brent Hermans (ext. 125) 
    brenth@nativitycatholicchurch.net  

 
 
 

Christian Service Team 
Social Justice Coordinator: Cathy Schwinden (ext. 136) 
   cathys@nativitycatholicchurch.net 
 

Administration Team 
Accounting/Payroll Manager: Margaret Zeren (ext. 135)  
  margaretz@nativitycatholicchurch.net 
 

Office Manager: Frank LaLonde (ext. 120) 
  frankl@nativitycatholicchurch.net 
 

Parish Secretary: Bev Nesler (ext. 129) 
  bevn@nativitycatholicchurch.net 
 

Nativity Parish Support Team 
Kitchen Coordinator: Dorothy Thiessen 
  

Cleaning Service: Spaeth Cleaners 
 

Nativity School Team 
  701-232-7461 
Principal: Open Position 
 

Administrative Assistant: Nicole Hofer 
 

 

Emergencies 
  In the case of an after hours emergency, you may contact a priest by calling 
the parish office, and pressing one (1) when the answering machine picks 
up. 

LOW GLUTEN HOSTS 
   If you are gluten intolerant or allergic to wheat, oats, barley or rye, our   
parish has low gluten hosts. Please arrive at mass early and speak with the 
sacristan if you wish to receive communion in this form.  

Nativity Church of Fargo - 1825 11th St S - Fargo, ND 58103  
Parish Staff: 701-232-2414 

BEFRIENDER MINISTRY 
   BeFriender ministry is a lay volunteer ministry. BeFrienders offer a  
confidential compassionate listening presence to people in difficult transitional 
situations. If you are in need of a BeFriender or would like to become a  
BeFriender, contact Sister Sharon Houle. 
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LARRY GEFFRE, CRL 
Owner

THE LOCKSHOP
CARS OPENED • CARD ACCESS • MASTER KEYING

24 HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE

Prompt Service  Bison Center

(701) 235-6645  1404 33rd St. SW

Fax (701) 235-0692 Bonded Fargo, ND 58103

“Your Pre-Need Funeral Counselors”

237-6441
Larry Boulger - parishioner
www.boulgerfuneralhome.com

Providing Compassionate 

End-of-Life Care & Support

356-1500 

www.hrrv.org

LEADING ALL PICTURE FRAMERS
TO SUPERIOR CUSTOM DESIGN

Shop & Compare

232-5111
3415 Fiechtner Drive, Fargo

ONE DAY
SERVICE

Hauck & Buchholz  
Drywall, Inc.

Commercial & Residential

701-232-0628
h_bdrywall@hotmail.com

ASP of Moorhead, Inc. 
American Security & Protection 

Detective, Guards & Shoplifting

KIRBY SANDVIK 
ROBBIE MARTIN

 
Bus: (701) 478-3025

West Fargo, ND 58078 
www.aspofmoorhead.com

Plumbing - Air Conditioning - Heating 
Electrical - Water Treatment - Duct Cleaning

237-0543
NEVER AN OVERTIME CHARGE!

Ross Wilhelm,
Pharm. D., R.Ph.

 1605 S. University Drive 2802 N. Broadway 
 Fargo, ND 58103 Fargo, ND 58102 
 701-293-3060 701-293-0221 
 Fax 701-293-3061 Fax 701-241-7944

The Pharmacy That’s All About Your Health®

Pediatric Eye Care 
Adult Eye Exams 
Vision Therapy 
Contact Lenses 
Unique Frames 
Medical Optometry 
Myopia Control

Located in South Fargo: 
5120 Prosperity Way S, #114, Fargo 58104 

(701) 404-9096
Book your appointment online: 

www.lumen.vision

DR. RYAN CAPOUCH

Contact Gary Stang
to place an ad today!
gstang@4LPi.com or
(800) 950-9952 x5838

SOUTHPOINTE SOUTHPOINTE 
PHARMACY

Jeff & Mary Jo Jacobson
Supplements • Immunizations 

 Rx Mail Outs • Pet Rxs • Greeting Cards 

234-9912
2400 32nd Ave. S. Fargo 

SouthpointePharmacy.com
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Council #6570

Steve Motschenbacher
701-429-1293 • swmots@gmail.com

Family
Buick • GMC

3202 36th Street S

Fargo, ND

701-356-7100

www.LutherFamilyBuickGMC.com

701-282-4400 www.robertgibb.com 

 

Easy. Quick. Solutions.

Residential • Commercial • Industrial

Nativity Church of Fargo Parishioner

archerfargo.com

Villa Maria
SMP Health System

“We are a Catholic healthcare ministry 
 providing skilled nursing & rehabilitation services.”

Ph: 701-293-7750         3102 S. University, Fargo, ND

www.villamariafargo.com

Rosewood On Broadway
SMP Health System

“We are a Catholic healthcare ministry providing 
skilled nursing & rehabilitation services.”

Ph: 701-277-7999
1351 Broadway N, Fargo, ND

www.rosewoodonbroadway.com

417 Main Ave. • Fargo
701-239-4623

Holy Family
Bookstore

1336 25 Ave S • Ste. 150
South of Big K-Mart

on S. University
Hours: M-F 10:00-6:00 • Sat 10:00-4:00
“To know God, to love God and to serve God” 

241-7842

A friend is waiting! “free & confidential”

“It is the right of every pregnant woman to give birth... 
 and the right of every child to be born”

218-477-1977 • 800-550-4900
www.birthrightfm.org

Christopher Danduran, DC, DACNB
Paula T. Adams, DC

Myles Brooks, DC, MS
P: (701) 365-0999  neurolifecenter.com

701.356.3803

Catholic Health Initiatives, providing
your health care at home

888-538-0069
www.CHIHealthatHome.info

CHI Health
at Home

Accepting New Patients 
Dental Care For All Ages 

Fargo & Barnesville Locations

Jonathan Dahl, DDS | Bob Mack, DDS | Courtney Gieseke, DDS 

(701) 237-5616 | DahlAndMackDentalFM.com

Call today for a FREE Hearing test!

277-1478
819 E CENTURY AVE BISMARCK, ND 58053

FREE
45-DAY TRIAL!


