
 

Nativity Church of Fargo  

1825 11th St S, Fargo, ND 58103  Located at the Corner of University Drive and 18 th Ave S. 

NATIVITY CHURCH WILL BE OPEN FROM  
7:00 A.M. TO 7:00 P.M.  

FOR PRIVATE PRAYER SUNDAY TO SATURDAY.  
 
PARISH OFFICE: 701-232-2414 
PARISH OFFICE HOURS: 
 Monday-Friday: 8:00 a.m.-4:30 p.m. 
          
WEBSITE & FACEBOOK: 

www.nativitycatholicchurch.net 
‘Like’ us on Facebook:  

 Nativity Church of Fargo 
EMAIL: office@nativitycatholicchurch.net 
 

EUCHARISTIC LITURGIES: 
 SATURDAY: 8:00 AM & 5:00 PM 
 SUNDAY: 7:45, 9:15, & 11:00 AM 
 MONDAY-FRIDAY: 8:00 AM 
   

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION: 
 SATURDAY: 3:30-4:30 P.M. 

OR CALL FOR AN APPOINTMENT 
 

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM: 
Infant baptism preparation:  
 Contact Chris Steffan 232-2414 (ext. 127)  

to register for sessions.  
 

  For information regarding the adult        
  process, please contact Chris Steffan  
  232-2414 (ext. 127) 
 

  MARRIAGE PREPARATION: 

  Contact the parish office (232-2414) at least    
  6 months in advance of the wedding date. 

 

  PRAYER AND DEVOTIONS: 

 EUCHARISTIC COMMUNAL ADORATION: 
  SUSPENDED UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE 
  
  

   EUCHARISTIC CHAPEL IS OPEN FOR  
 PRIVATE PRAYER 7:00 A.M. TO 7:00 P.M. 
    SUNDAY-SATURDAY   
 

 PRAYER CHAIN 

SANDI GRUHOT, 235-6408 

September 19, 2021 
Twenty-Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

“The Lord upholds my life.”  

~ cf. Psalms 54:6b 

 

 

Building the  

BODY OF CHRIST 

one Gift at a time. 

Check out the Ministry Gift Shop this weekend  

to see where your gifts are needed. 

 

September 18 and 19 in Mercy Hall  

after all the Weekend Masses. 
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Bulletin Advertiser of the Week 
       

   Our Advertiser of the Week  

is Birthright FM, Inc.  

Thank you for your support.  

   See back of bulletin for all  

advertisers. Remember to  

patronize all the advertisers  

whenever possible. 

Stewardship Options Planning 
   Have you considered using your credit card and/or 

doing an automatic bank withdrawal from your bank  

account for your parish stewardship? Check our parish 

web site at http://www.nativitycatholicchurch.net/ and 

click on ‘Administration’ then ‘Automatic Withdrawals’. 

You can create an account and schedule automatic  

withdrawals by clicking on the link. Or if you wish to 

have Nativity set up your automatic Sunday offering, 

contact Margaret Zeren at the parish office. Also, if you 

set up your credit card or bank withdrawal donation a 

while ago, it may be time to adjust the amount upward 

a bit. Thank you for considering this option.   

Parish News 

Want to get to know other men and their  

families at Nativity Church? 

Consider joining the Nativity Knights of Columbus!  
 

The Nativity Knights of Columbus Council meets on the  

2nd Thursday of every month at 7:00 p.m.  
 

August Honors 
   Knight of the Month: Steve Fritz 

   Family of the Month: Nate & Alicia Amundson 

   Altar Server of the Month: Josephine Schwind  

 

September Honors 
   Knight of the Month: Fr. Anthony Cruz 

   Family of the Month: Ed & Jenn Schwind 

   Altar Server of the Month: Lucy Motteberg  

 
 

“Like” us on Facebook 

NativityKC6570 

Nativity Knights News 
Grand Knight: Dave Elbert 

dnbelbert@yahoo.com 

701-388-5414 

Monthly Financial Summary 
  As of August 2021 
     

 Offertory Income $  404,650.16 
 Endowment Earnings $    24,950.50 
 Savings Withdrawal $    12,750.23  
 Other Income  $    183,519.93 
 Total Income                        $625,870.82 
 
 JPII Subsidy Expense $(  207,922.84) 
 Care & Share    $(    20,233.75) 
 Other Expenses         $(   469,935.56)      
 Total Expenses                      $(698,092.15) 
 
    Income-Expense    ($72,221.33) 

Liturgy at Nativity:  
  Remarks from Fr. Bill 
   *If you are returning after the summer, you will  

notice that servers are again assisting the priest at the 

altar. Also, since the number of attendees generally  

begins to increase in September, one Extraordinary  

Minister of Holy Communion (EMHC), if Deacon Bruce is 

not present, is now being scheduled to distribute  

Communion to the west section. The EMHC, like the 

priests and deacon, will wear a face covering and sanitize 

his or her hands before distributing Communion. 

 

   *A reminder that the lingering Covid-19 pandemic has 

resulted in Bishop Folda continuing to suspend the  

distribution of the chalice to the lay faithful that began 

with the onset of the pandemic last year 

 

   *There is a wide variety of opinions regarding Covid-19. 

I encourage each of you to consider wearing a face  

covering when you are near to others at Mass, given 

U.S. Centers for Disease Control guidelines. Whatever 

your feelings around this issue, I appreciate the respect 

Nativity parishioners have shown and continue to show 

to each other. 

End of Life Issues   
   There will be a presentation on “End of Life Issues” 

Thursday, September 23, 1:00–2:30 p.m. in the Nativity 

Nazareth Room. Topics covered will include Pain  

Management, Nutrition and Hydration, DNR, and ordinary 

extraordinary care according to Catholic Moral Teaching.  

This is an opportunity to get your questions answered, 

and assistance in completing your Advance Directive for 

Health Care. All are welcome. Registration not  

necessary. Questions, call Sister Sharon 701-232-2414 

ext. 126. 

Bulletin Deadline  
   Articles are due to Bev in the parish office Tuesdays 

by Noon for the following Sunday. Drop them off in the 

office or email: bevn@nativitycatholicchurch.net 

Faith Formation Classes Begin This   
  Week 
   Wednesday, September 22, will be the first night of 

Faith Formation classes for your children/youth. Parents 

and children (Grades 1-8) begin in the church at  

6:30 p.m. for this opening session. High School youth 

(Grades 9-12) will meet with Brent in the Youth Room 

for LinC at 7:45-9:15 p.m. We ask everyone to please 

wear a face mask.  

   Faith Formation registration forms are available by 

the bulletin board or at the parish office M-F 8:00 a.m.-

3:30 p.m. Please register soon! 

   Questions e-mail Kathy Bourdon at 

kathyb@nativitycatholicchurch.net  or 701-232-2414.  
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Parish and Area News 

Stewardship Moments 
   “If anyone wishes to be first, he shall be the last of all 

and the servant of all.” – Mark 9:35 

 
 

   Jesus teaches us that we are called to love one  

another. Love involves sacrifice. Sacrifice is a word that 

many of us do not like to hear. We think it means that 

we must give up something that we want. However, the 

literal meaning of sacrifice is “to make holy,” from the 

words “sacer” = sacred and “facere” = to make. In  

other words, we make our lives holy by sharing our gifts 

in the service of God. 

Pastor’s Notes 
    

   As we celebrate Catechetical Sunday this 

weekend, all parents, the first teachers of 

their children in all things, most especially 

in the ways of faith, will receive a special 

blessing. Along with them, those individuals 

who serve as catechists here at Nativity, 

placing their gifts in service to the Church 

to assist parents in their faith formation, will be 

blessed. We also are holding our first annual Ministry 

Gift Shop this weekend, an opportunity for all members 

of our Nativity family to offer their gifts in a particular 

ministry area, or to recommit to their service in that 

area. In this weekend’s Gospel, Jesus and his disciples 

are on a journey through Galilee. Along the way, he 

speaks to them a second time about the Passion he will 

undergo, but as St. Mark records, “they did not under-

stand the saying, and they were afraid to question 

him.” As they continued their journey, the disciples  

began to argue who among them was the greatest.  

Jesus uses this opportunity to begin to prepare them for 

the time he would no longer be with them, instructing 

them: “If anyone wishes to be first, he shall be the last 

of all and the servant of all.” In St. Luke’s Gospel  

(Luke 22:24-30), we read an account of a similar  

argument arising among the disciples of Jesus at the 

Last Supper. There Jesus tells them: “Earthly kings lord 

it over their people. Those who exercise authority over 

them are called benefactors. Yet it cannot be that way 

with you. Let the greatest among you be as the junior, 

the leader as the servant.” Jesus then goes on to  

remind them: “I am in your midst as the one who 

serves you. You are the ones who have stood loyally by 

me in my temptations. I for my part assign to you the 

dominion my Father has assigned to me.” We see Jesus 

sharing his authority with his disciples, speaking of it as 

an authority of service. All the baptized share in this 

authority: at the anointing with Chrism on the crown of 

the head, part of the Explanatory Rites of the Sacrament 

of Baptism, we are reminded that the baptized person 

becomes “a member of Christ, Priest, Prophet and 

King.” In considering how we are being called to live 

out this kingly authority Jesus shares with us through 

Baptism, we must enter into a process of discernment, 

which comes from the Latin word discerne, conveying a 

sense of sifting through and separating apart. In  

discernment, as outlined in a book by Donna Steffen, 

we are sifting through and separating out various  

feelings, beliefs, and values, to enable us to listen for 

and to the voice of the Spirit of God. In response to 

this, we decide when and how to act. For our Ministry 

Gift Shop, it means ultimately responding positively to 

God’s invitation to offer, or recommit to offering, one’s 

gifts to a particular ministry here at Nativity. The  

process of discernment helps us understand which of 

the many areas of ministry here at Nativity God may be 

calling us to begin or to recommit to, as well as whether 

now is the time to say yes. 
 

In Christ’s Peace, Fr. Bill 

RCIA 
   RCIA, the process of becoming a Catholic, is moving 

back to its usual day and time of Sundays from 9:00 to 

10:45 a.m. in the Nazareth Room. Sunday classes will 

begin on September 26 and continue on consecutive 

Sundays unless otherwise noted. If you are interested in 

joining the class, please contact Chris Steffan for more 

information. RCIA is for those who are unbaptized adults, 

for those who were raised in another faith tradition but 

are wishing to explore becoming Catholic, or those who 

are baptized Catholic but have not completed their  

initiation sacraments. Contact Chris at 701-232-2414  

ext. 127 or chriss@nativitycatholicchurch.net 

Dream Manager Book Read Discussion 
   A couple of months ago, the book Dream Manager, by 

Matthew Kelly, was given away to those interested in 

reading it. Some were intrigued by the concepts of the 

book and were interested in talking more about them. 

Because of this, we are setting up a time to discuss the 

possibility of whether the concepts of the book would be 

applicable in the church setting as far as helping people 

reach their life’s dreams whatever they may be. Please 

join us for our book read discussion of Dream Manager on 

Tuesday, September 21, at 6:30 p.m. in the Nazareth 

Room.  

Catholic Charities North Dakota  
  Sunday September 25-26! 
   On September 25-26, please join us in your parish or 

online to celebrate Catholic Charities Sunday! Thanks to 

Your Generous Support, Catholic Charities assists  

thousands of individuals, couples and families all across 

North Dakota through these services: -Adults Adopting 

Special Kids (AASK) -Counseling Services for individuals, 

couples, and families -Guardianship Division -

Intellectual Disabilities -Guardianship Services –

Vulnerable -North Dakota Post Adopt Network -

Pregnancy, Parenting, and Adoption Services (PPAS).     

   Our new video is available at 

www.CatholicCharitiesND.org and on Facebook!  

Questions? Call 701-235-4457 or email  

info@catholiccharitiesnd.org 
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Parish and Area News 

 

“Entrusted to your Care”   
-Faith Habits for You and Your Child  

 
   Create a prayer with your child.    

Start with YOU… (the many names of God) 

WHO… (who has done many wonderful things) 

DO…use verbs (help, be with, prepare, awaken, etc…  

to ask for God’s guidance) 

THROUGH…(Christ, our Lord).  Amen.   

Fall Festival Time 
   St. Benedict Church, Wild Rice 

 Sunday, September 19, 11:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. 

 Famous Ham Dinner 

 Adults: $12, Children 5-12: $6, 4 & Under: Free 
  

   St. Anthony of Padua, Fargo 

 Sunday, September 26, 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 

 Old-fashioned turkey dinner, 11:00 -3:00 

 Adults: $12, Children: $6, Family: $40 
 

   St. Francis de Sales, Moorhead 

 Sunday, October 3, 11:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. 

 Roast Beef Dinner—Take out only (600) 

 Adults: $13, Youth 6-12: $5, 5 & Under: Free 
 

   St. Joseph’s Church, Moorhead 

 Sunday, October 10, 11:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. 

 Turkey Dinner - $15 

 Hot dog meal option for children - $5 
 

   See posters on bulletin board for more Fall Festival 

activities for the churches listed. 

Anyone Out There Who Loves Art and  
  Creative Learning?     
   Here is YOUR chance to give back to YOUR parish. I 

envision a creative art class for our Grade 1 children 

this year in Faith Formation. All I need is to have YOU 

volunteer to work with these young children on their art 

projects on Wednesday evenings. All of the art materials 

will be available for hands-on learning. What a fun time 

for all! Contact person: Kathy Bourdon  

kathyb@nativitycatholicchurch.net     

Retrouvaille: Help for Hurting  
  Marriages  
   Have you and your spouse grown cold and distant 

from each other? Do you struggle to communicate or 

come together on common goals? Have past hurts built 

up walls of tension and distrust so big you question if 

they could ever come down? There is hope. Retrouvaille 

is an international, peer-run program that has helped 

hundreds of thousands of hurting married couples turn 

the tide, find new hope, and rediscover the love that 

initially brought them together. Surveys have shown 

that 3 out of 4 couples who complete the entire program 

are still married five years later with stronger, healthier 

marriages. 

   Retrouvaille will be held locally October 22-24, 2021, 

in Fargo. For more information visit HelpOurMarriage.org 

or contact us at (701)356-7962 or via email at  

RedRiverRetrouvaille@fargodiocese.org 

Parish Musicians Workshop 
   The 4th Annual Fargo Diocese Parish Musicians  

Workshop: “The Beginning of Thy Words is Truth” ~ 

Psalm 119:160, will be held on November 19-20.   

Registration starts at 5:00 p.m. on the 19th. Done after 

5:00 p.m. Mass on the 20th. It will be held at Sts. Anne 

and Joachim Church, Fargo.  

   Includes time for prayer and Mass, music rehearsal, 

singing in choir for Mass, great speakers.  

   Topics: determining appropriate music for Mass; what 

is liturgy and ritual? Does beautiful music lead us to God? 

The Organ is too Loud! The history and art of Gregorian 

Chant; avoiding burn-out. Cost $50: includes food and 

materials. 

Gifts From the Harvest 
   Sharing your harvest - more effectively 

   Cash basis farmers who harvest their crops in the fall 

and make their plans for spring planting often find that 

making charitable gifts is a great way to do tax planning. 

As with all charity and tax planning, one should first 

consult his/her financial and legal advisers. 

   See the Information Center in Mercy Hall for the flyer 

on how to make your gift to Nativity, School, Diocese of 

Fargo or other program. 

Concert for Hope 
   You’re invited to an inspiring concert featuring the 

amazing talents of Eric Genuis. Don’t miss this 

“Carnegie Hall” performance on Monday, September 20, 

at 7:00 p.m. at Sts. Anne & Joachim Catholic Church. 

The world must hear this music! Free-will donation  

gladly accepted.   

Catholic Man Night!   
   Thursday, September 23, at Holy Cross Catholic 

Church (2711 7th St E, West Fargo).  

   6:00–7:00 p.m. Adoration & Confessions.   

   7:00–8:00 p.m. Talk with dinner and a short  

discussion. Our speaker that night will be Tom O’Keefe 

from the New Life Center. Free Will Donation for the 

dinner. Come and bring a friend! 
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Mass Intentions 
Monday, September 20 

 8:00 am - Connie Olson 

Tuesday, September 21 

 8:00 am - Joseph Miller † 

  The Meadows - (Residents only) - Carrie Family  

Wednesday, September 22 

   8:00 am - Beste Family 

  Villa Maria - (Residents only)  

Thursday, September 23 

  8:00 am - Jenny Schaetz 

Friday, September 24 

   8:00 am - Rommel Salvador 

Saturday, September 25  

  8:00 am - Niki Powers 

  5:00 pm - Joe & Marian Kuchera † 

Sunday, September 26  

  7:45 am - Lolita Koppinger † 

  9:15 am - Intention of Parish   

 11:00 am - Lillian Welder †  

Pray for the sick... 

Jerry Mehlisch 

Roger Schwinghammer 

Danuta Krasniewska 

Christopher Durensky, Jr 

Greg Lacroix 

Shari Stoa 

Joe Swiontek 

Dave Barnick 

Jim Graalum 

Lillian Meyer 

Daniel Schlicht 

Jean Kelso 

Jim Kappel 

Peggy Welle 

Betty Barnacle 

Gloria Bougie 

Roland Luken 

Diane Genoch 

Sheila Duebbert 

Audra Norton 

Jim Foley 

Pam Schneider 

Loretta Schumacher 

Sami Mack 

Tom Nistler 

Inez Rath 

Joanie Gronso 

Rita Becker Peet 

Bill Wiekamp 

Tom Isaac 

Mary Mondry 

If you or a loved one are hospitalized or homebound or 

would like to have a family member included in the prayers 

for the sick, call the parish office at 701-232-2414. 

Readings for the Week 
Monday:  Ezr 1:1-6/Ps 126:1b-2ab, 2cd-3, 4-5, 6 [3]/

 Lk 8:16-18 

Tuesday:  Eph 4:1-7, 11-13/Ps 19:2-3, 4-5 /Mt 9:9-13 

Wednesday:  Ezr 9:5-9/Tb 13:2, 3-4a, 4befghn, 7-8 [1b]/

 Lk 9:1-6 

Thursday:  Hg 1:1-8/Ps 149:1b-2, 3-4, 5-6a and 9b 

 [cf. 4a]/Lk 9:7-9 

Friday:  Hg 2:1-9/Ps 43:1, 2, 3, 4 [5]/Lk 9:18-22 

Saturday:  Zec 2:5-9, 14-15a/Jer 31:10, 11-12ab, 13 

 [cf. 10d]/Lk 9:43b-45 

Sunday:  Nm 11:25-29/Ps 19:8, 10, 12-13, 14 [9a]/

 Jas 5:1-6/Mk 9:38-43, 45, 47-48 

Serving the Assembly September 25/26, 2021 

  5:00 PM  7:45 AM 9:15 AM 11:00 AM 

Altar Server 
Marlee Pegors Imaya Armstrong 

Riley Stoll 
Josephine Schwind 
Maggie Schwind 
Simon Schwind 

Altar Server Needed 

Greeter 
Barb Horne Sr. Sharon Houle Jennifer Schwind Jason Haugen Family 

Usher 

Gerald Lauer 
Karen Lauer 
Bonnie Schlegel 
Herb Schlegel 

Larry Boulger 
Ausma Reul 
Lyle Reul 
Usher Needed 

Jeff Bartholomay 
Gary Kaeding 
Janet Kaeding 
Jenny Kramer 

Mike DiAllesandro 
Paula DiAllesandro 
Usher Needed 
Usher Needed 

EMHC 

Dale Zetocha EMHC Needed Lynn Motteberg Karen Donahue 

Proclaimer 
Melissa Mehlisch 
Dana Leopold 

Ed Tupa 
Dave Elbert 

Nancy Kochmann 
Debra Boyer 

Barb Horne 
Jason Schwengler 

Sacristan 
Paul Leier 
Sheila Leier 

Mark Seeba Jean Hannig Jean Hannig 

Musicians 
 
Brent Hermans 

Pat Keogh 
LaVonne Rustad 

Choir 
Nate/Brent 

Mike Vosburg 
Brent Hermans 

Coffee & Rolls 
                                            8:00—10:30 a.m.: Cathy and Tom Hanson 

                                        10:30 a.m.—1:00 p.m.: Servers Needed 

Signing up for Formed on your computer just got easier: 
There are 3 easy steps for new parishioners to Sign Up on FORMED: 
 Visit http://signup.formed.org/ 
 Enter our parish zip or name 
 Enter your name and email 

Our Giving of Thanksgiving 
Sunday, September 12, 2021  

Adult Envelopes  (80 envelopes) ................ $7,426.10 

Plate  ......................................................... $532.00 

Auto Deposit (Weekly Average) .................. $4,351.17 

Total ................................................... $12,309.27 

The EHMC, like the priests and deacon, will wear a face covering and  

sanitize his or her hands before distributing communion  
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Twenty-Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time    September 19, 2021 

LIVE THE LITURGY   
Inspiration for the week 
 

   What does it mean to be God’s servant? In essence, it 

means being willing to call the world back to its childlike  

innocence, showing all that a joy-filled playfulness has a place 

in life. The servant of God serves to foster the Kingdom of 

God. God’s kingdom is not a sterile, unhappy, strict, and rigid 

reality. It is quite the opposite. It is a kingdom devoid of  

jealousy and selfish ambition where peace, gentleness, mercy, 

and good works abound. To be a servant of this kingdom 

means that selfish ambition must be set aside so that others 

can be first, and justice pursued at all cost. The prayer of this 

kind of servant is not focused on self-advancement or need. 

Rather, the servant’s prayer seeks to detach from self-

concern in order to be used by God. In this way, we who are 

servants can be inspired, guided, empowered, and led by God. 

We can then be used to lay the cornerstones of the kingdom: 

faith, hope, and love. It is upon these that God’s firm dwelling 

is built. Accepting this call may place us last in the world’s 

eyes but first in God’s. ©LPi  

EVERYDAY STEWARDSHIP   
Recognize God In Your Ordinary Moments 
 

The View from the Back of the Line 
 

   Have you known that person? The one who leaves every 

person they encounter feeling a little more blessed for having 

met them? They’re the friend you can count on when nothing 

is going well. They’re the one who’s always “doing” for others. 

They’re never gossiping or sniping or complaining. 
 

   We wonder how they do it, how they have it in them. We’re 

a little envious, even if we don’t let ourselves acknowledge it. 

 

   That, folks, is what the view is like from the front of the line, 

gazing at those suckers in the way back and wondering why 

they’re smiling so much. 
 

   We’ve all been at the front of a line and felt no shame about 

it. We show up early, we put in the time and the legwork, and 

we “earn” whatever it is we came for — sports tickets, the  

latest Apple product, whatever. That’s how it works here on 

Earth, where the fastest win the race, the fittest survive and 

the first shall be first, always. 
 

   It’s exactly why stewardship is such a tall order. Stewardship 

calls us to play by the rules of another kingdom — one where 

the richest have the least amount in their bank accounts and 

the happiest don’t seem to have anything to show for it, at 

least materially. 
 

   If you have a person in your life who always seems happy 

“doing” for others, it’s because by a boatload of God’s grace, 

they play by the rules of the other place. 
 

   Watch and take notes — and don’t be afraid to join them at 

the back of the line. 

- Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS 

GOSPEL MEDITATION   
25th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

   There is something about being first. Whether it be first in 

line, first to be picked for the team, or the first one to finish 

their work, great satisfaction is achieved. Our egos love  

being first. It somehow sets us apart from everyone else, 

gives us a sense of pride and positions us to feel better than 

others. When we are first, we can glory in our efforts, skills, 

and achievements. Isn’t that what really matters? After all, 

we are taught from a very young age to be proficient, stay 

on top, be the best at what we do, and win the praise and 

esteem of others. This is the stuff that makes us successful 

and provides us with a comfortable, satisfying life. 

 

   Jesus wants none of it. All of the details we anguish over 

mean little to the kingdom of God. You want to be first? 

Then, be a servant and welcome a child. All of this is the 

opposite of our often vehement pursuits. If we are serious 

about following Jesus and living the Gospel, then we must 

put the needs of others before our own. If we continue to 

listen only to the noise of the world, we are going to continue 

to believe the illusions we inherit. Those illusions come in 

many forms, but all have things in common: me before you, 

being on top and not the bottom, us versus them, personal 

security over universal harmony and peace. When are we 

going to learn that always striving to be the best and first is 

an empty pursuit in our struggle for happiness? While  

satisfying our ego with this momentary boost of esteem may 

feel good for a moment, is it what we really desire? 

 

   If we can break from the world’s noise and create a space 

of sacred silence in our lives, we can begin to listen and see 

that we are being called in another direction. What we really 

desire is not the bolstering of our egos but the innocence we 

lost somewhere along the way. When we can be playful,  

joyful, and even somewhat carefree, life is good. We want 

our relationships to work, a place to call home, and to live 

peaceful lives with our sisters and brothers. Only a servant 

can do this. The servant’s prayer seeks to detach from  

self-concern in order to be used by God. Rather than worrying 

about being first and coming out on top, we can be inspired, 

guided, empowered, and led to do good works. Stop worrying 

about being first and put greater energy into feeling joy. 

©LPi 



Pastoral Care Team 

Priest:    
  Fr. Bill Gerlach, Pastor (ext. 123) 
   billg@nativitycatholicchurch.net 
 

  Fr. Anthony Cruz, Parochial Vicar (ext. 137) 
   anthony.cruz@fargodiocese.org 
   

 Deacon: 
  Deacon Bruce Dahl (ext. 132) 
   bruce.dahl@fargodiocese.org 
 

Pastoral Minister/ Parish Nurse Coordinator:  
  Sr. Sharon Houle (ext. 126) 
   sharonh@nativitycatholicchurch.net 
 

Liturgy Team 
Liturgy & Music Coordinator: Brent Hermans (ext. 125) 
   brenth@nativitycatholicchurch.net 
 

Faith Formation Team 
Director of Faith Formation (Grades 1-8): Kathy Bourdon (ext. 124) 
   kathyb@nativitycatholicchurch.net 
 

Adult Faith Life Coordinator: Chris Steffan (ext. 127) 
   chriss@nativitycatholicchurch.net 
 

Youth Ministry (LinC) & Young Adult Coordinator: Brent Hermans (ext. 125) 
    brenth@nativitycatholicchurch.net  

 
 
 

Christian Service Team 
Social Justice Coordinator: Cathy Schwinden (ext. 136) 
   cathys@nativitycatholicchurch.net 
 

Administration Team 
Accounting/Payroll Manager: Margaret Zeren (ext. 135)  
  margaretz@nativitycatholicchurch.net 
 

Office Manager: Frank LaLonde (ext. 120) 
  frankl@nativitycatholicchurch.net 
 

Parish Secretary: Bev Nesler (ext. 129) 
  bevn@nativitycatholicchurch.net 
 

Nativity Parish Support Team 
Kitchen Coordinator: Dorothy Thiessen 
  

Cleaning Service: Spaeth Cleaners 
 

Nativity School Team 
  701-232-7461 
Principal: Christopher Dalton 
 

Administrative Assistant: Natalie Johnson 
 

 

Emergencies 
  In the case of an after hours emergency, you may contact a priest by calling 
the parish office, and pressing one (1) when the answering machine picks 
up. 

LOW GLUTEN HOSTS 
   If you are gluten intolerant or allergic to wheat, oats, barley or rye, our   
parish has low gluten hosts. Please arrive at mass early and speak with the 
sacristan if you wish to receive communion in this form.  

Nativity Church of Fargo - 1825 11th St S - Fargo, ND 58103  
Parish Staff: 701-232-2414 

BEFRIENDER MINISTRY 
   BeFriender ministry is a lay volunteer ministry. BeFrienders offer a  
confidential compassionate listening presence to people in difficult transitional 
situations. If you are in need of a BeFriender or would like to become a  
BeFriender, contact Sister Sharon Houle. 
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LARRY GEFFRE, CRL 
Owner

THE LOCKSHOP
CARS OPENED • CARD ACCESS • MASTER KEYING

24 HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE

Prompt Service  Bison Center

(701) 235-6645  1404 33rd St. SW

Fax (701) 235-0692 Bonded Fargo, ND 58103

“Your Pre-Need Funeral Counselors”

237-6441
Larry Boulger - parishioner
www.boulgerfuneralhome.com

Providing Compassionate 

End-of-Life Care & Support

356-1500 

www.hrrv.org

LEADING ALL PICTURE FRAMERS
TO SUPERIOR CUSTOM DESIGN

Shop & Compare

232-5111
3415 Fiechtner Drive, Fargo

ONE DAY
SERVICE

Hauck & Buchholz  
Drywall, Inc.

Commercial & Residential

701-232-0628
h_bdrywall@hotmail.com

ASP of Moorhead, Inc. 
American Security & Protection 

Detective, Guards & Shoplifting

KIRBY SANDVIK 
ROBBIE MARTIN

 
Bus: (701) 478-3025

West Fargo, ND 58078 
www.aspofmoorhead.com

Plumbing - Air Conditioning - Heating 
Electrical - Water Treatment - Duct Cleaning

237-0543
NEVER AN OVERTIME CHARGE!

Ross Wilhelm,
Pharm. D., R.Ph.

 1605 S. University Drive 2802 N. Broadway 
 Fargo, ND 58103 Fargo, ND 58102 
 701-293-3060 701-293-0221 
 Fax 701-293-3061 Fax 701-241-7944

The Pharmacy That’s All About Your Health®

Pediatric Eye Care 
Adult Eye Exams 
Vision Therapy 
Contact Lenses 
Unique Frames 
Medical Optometry 
Myopia Control

Located in South Fargo: 
5120 Prosperity Way S, #114, Fargo 58104 

(701) 404-9096
Book your appointment online: 

www.lumen.vision

DR. RYAN CAPOUCH

SOUTHPOINTE SOUTHPOINTE 
PHARMACY

Jeff & Mary Jo Jacobson
Supplements • Immunizations 

 Rx Mail Outs • Pet Rxs • Greeting Cards 

234-9912
2400 32nd Ave. S. Fargo 

SouthpointePharmacy.com

Serving seniors age 55 and up! 

That’s Northland PACE.  
Our dedicated staff works hard  

to create a comprehensive team 
based care program to keep our 

seniors living in their homes,  
right where they want to be!

701-412-2081    www.NorthlandPACE.com
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Family
Buick • GMC

3202 36th Street S

Fargo, ND

701-356-7100

www.LutherFamilyBuickGMC.com

701-282-4400 www.robertgibb.com 

 

Easy. Quick. Solutions.

Residential • Commercial • Industrial

Nativity Church of Fargo Parishioner

archerfargo.com

Villa Maria
SMP Health System

“We are a Catholic healthcare ministry 
 providing skilled nursing & rehabilitation services.”

Ph: 701-293-7750         3102 S. University, Fargo, ND

www.villamariafargo.com

Rosewood On Broadway
SMP Health System

“We are a Catholic healthcare ministry providing 
skilled nursing & rehabilitation services.”

Ph: 701-277-7999
1351 Broadway N, Fargo, ND

www.rosewoodonbroadway.com

417 Main Ave. • Fargo
701-239-4623

A friend is waiting! “free & confidential”

“It is the right of every pregnant woman to give birth... 
 and the right of every child to be born”

218-477-1977 • 800-550-4900
www.birthrightfm.org

Christopher Danduran, DC, DACNB
Paula T. Adams, DC

Myles Brooks, DC, MS
P: (701) 365-0999  neurolifecenter.com 701.356.3803

Accepting New Patients 
Dental Care For All Ages 

Fargo & Barnesville Locations

Jonathan Dahl, DDS | Bob Mack, DDS | Courtney Gieseke, DDS 

(701) 237-5616 | DahlAndMackDentalFM.com

Call today for a FREE Hearing test!

277-1478
819 E CENTURY AVE BISMARCK, ND 58053

FREE
45-DAY TRIAL!

Holy Family 
Bookstore
241-7842

1336 25th Ave S. •  Fargo
Hours: M-F 10:00-6:00 • Sat 10:00-4:00 

“To know God, to love God and to serve God” 

2585 23rd Ave. S, Suite C, Fargo 
(701) 356-1280 

www.drdanmengedoth.com

Jim McCreary 
Broker Associate,  
Realtor® 
Parishioner since 1972

FM Realty
Put My 30 Years 
Experience To 
Work For You.

701-238-1797 
Homes@JimMcCreary.com 
www.FargoMoorheadRealEstate.com

Each office is independently owned and operated

METROPOLITAN MECHANICAL CONTRACTORS

(701) 205-3781
Providing Mechanical Systems for 
 Buildings in MN, IA, WI, ND & SD

Break bread with
your local bakery

1617 32nd Avenue South • Fargo, ND • (701) 478-8000

STEAM CLEANING 
SERVICES

Van Mounted Carpet Cleaning 
Locally Owned/Operated

Call for a FREE estimate 
701-781-9225

Nativity Church of Fargo
Please remember

 in your last will and testament.

Compliments of O’leary and Company

• Medicare & Part D Plans 
• Dental, Vision, Hearing  
• Life, Long Term Care, Final Expenses
Schedule Your NO COST, NO OBLIGATION 
                Appointment Today!

TURNING 65
And Seeking Solutions?
Need Medicare & Part D Help?
Turn to your Fargo-Moorhead 
Senior Insurance Specialist!

Sharon A Martinson

Regus Building
3523 45th Street South • Fargo, ND 58104

Sharon1129@hotmail.com

701.240.2340

MARTINSON INSURANCE AGENCY, LLC

• Medicare & Part D Plans
• Dental, Vision, Hearing

• Life, Long Term Care, Final Expenses

Schedule Your NO COST, NO OBLIGATION 
Appointment Today!

Sharon A Martinson

MARTINSON INSURANCE AGENCY, LLC 
Regus Building  

Sharon1129@hotmail.com

701.240.2340

Neighborhood Services
1402 Broadway • Fargo, ND

234-9131 • Cell 701-729-9300
Now hiring for a part/full time snow
removal and a handyman position.


