Saint Cecilia Cathedral

December 27, 2020: Feast of the Holy Family

Know Your Faith

O God, who were pleased to give us the shining example of the Holy Family,
graciously grant that we may imitate them in practicing the virtues of family life and
in the bonds of charity, and so, in the joy of your house, delight one day in eternal
rewards. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in
the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.

Sunday Readings

First Reading ± SIR 3:2-6, 12-14
God sets a father in honor over his children; a mother’s authority he confirms over her sons.
Whoever honors his father atones for sins, and preserves himself from them. When he prays, he is
heard; he stores up riches who reveres his mother. Whoever honors his father is gladdened by
children, and, when he prays, is heard. Whoever reveres his father will live a long life; he who
obeys his father brings comfort to his mother. My son, take care of your father when he is old;
grieve him not as long as he lives. Even if his mind fail, be considerate of him; revile him not all
the days of his life; kindness to a father will not be forgotten, firmly planted against the debt of
your sins²a house raised in justice to you.
Gospel ± LK 2:22-40
When the days were completed for their purification according to the law of Moses, They took him up to Jerusalem
to present him to the Lord, just as it is written in the law of the Lord, Every male that opens the womb shall be consecrated to
the Lord, and to offer the sacrifice of a pair of turtledoves or two young pigeons, in accordance with the dictate in the law of
the Lord.
Now there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon. This man was righteous and
devout, awaiting the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit was upon him.
It had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he should not see death before he had
seen the Christ of the Lord. He came in the Spirit into the temple; and when
the parents brought in the child Jesus to perform the custom of the law in regard to him,
He took him into his arms and blessed God, saying: “Now, Master, you may
let your servant go in peace, according to your word, for my eyes have seen your salvation,
which you prepared in sight of all the peoples, a light for revelation to the Gentiles, and
glory for your people Israel.”
The child’s father and mother were amazed at what was said about him; and Simeon
blessed them and said to Mary his mother, “Behold, this child is destined for the fall and rise
of many in Israel, and to be a sign that will be contradicted ² and you
yourself a sword will pierce ² so that the thoughts of many hearts may be revealed.”
There was also a prophetess, Anna, the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. She was advanced in years, having lived
seven years with her husband after her marriage, and then as a widow until she was eighty-four. She never left the temple,
but worshiped night and day with fasting and prayer. And coming forward at that very time, she gave thanks to God and spoke
about the child to all who were awaiting the redemption of Jerusalem.
When they had fulfilled all the prescriptions of the law of the Lord, they returned to Galilee, to their own town
of Nazareth. The child grew and became strong, filled with wisdom; and the favor of God was upon him.

The Nicene Creed

The Nicene Creed arose from the first two ecumenical councils of the Church. The first ecumenical council
is the First Council of Nicaea in 325 AD. and the second is the Council of Constantinople in 381 AD.
This Creed is ancient and it has preserved the faithful from a variety of heresies for over 1,600 years.
To understand it is to understand what we believe as Catholics.
The Incarnation and The Virgin Mary:
and by the Holy Spirit was incarnate of the Virgin Mary, and became man.

By the free choice of Mary, our Mother, and by the power of the Holy Spirit, the Word of God took on
flesh. Jesus Christ, the uncreated Word through which all things were made, condescended to share in our
humanity. The almighty God emptied Himself and took on the form of a slave, to use the language of
St. Paul. In the Latin Rite, there is a tradition of bowing during this paragraph in honor of the Incarnation. The Incarnation is
literally the “enfleshment” of Jesus; it is what we celebrate at Christmas. This paragraph marks one of the most important
moments in human history. Our God became one of us.
(catholic-link.org/the-nicene-creed-explained)

Learn Your Faith
Saint Cecilia Cathedral

Mother Church of the Catholic Archdiocese of Omaha
701 N 40th Street, Omaha NE 68131
402-551-2313 StCeciliaCathedral.org
Holy Mass:
Sunday 7:30 am, 9:30 am, 11:30 am, 5:30 pm,
Saturdays 7:30 am, vigil 5:30 pm
Weekdays: 7:00 am, 11:15 am

Holy Mass is the Center
of All That We Do at Cathedral

Holy Grounds

Charles Adams / 402-676-3243 / quantum6013@gmail.com
Holy Grounds is a men’s group that meets
early Saturday mornings on Zoom to
develop a fellowship among its members
and support each other in their spiritual
development including discussion from the
reading material for that week. Join in to
develop bonds with other men from Saint
Cecilia Cathedral. Contact Charles Adams
for Zoom meeting access.

We a re p l e a s e d to e q u i p J e su s' d i s c i p l e s !
Saint Cecilia Cathedral
Grade School

Julia Pick, Principal
Website: stcecilia.net
Facebook: St.CeciliaSchoolOmaha
Email: stcadmin@stcecilia.net
Phone: 402-556-6655
Saint Cecilia Grade School is an award-winning Catholic school,
founded in the Dominican tradition. School Masses are held on
Tuesdays and Thursdays at 8:30 am.
We are committed to fostering a Christian learning
environment and proclaiming and modeling faith,
worship, service and prayer. With our STEAM Lab
incorporating its tools throughout our curriculum,
we are able to offer a unique education to our students.
Saint Cecilia Grade School is the premier Catholic
elementary school in midtown Omaha. Conveniently
located near Nebraska Medical Center, Creighton
University, and downtown Omaha, we are the perfect location
for you and your child.

Saint Cecilia Cathedral
Child Care Center

Denise Leibert, Director
Ruth Sepulveda, Assistant Director
3869 Webster St
402-553-1708
Monday - Friday 7:00 am - 5:30 pm
A ministry of Saint Cecilia Cathedral, we are a
licensed center for children 6 weeks to 13 years.
We believe that children learn through play!
Our center contains clean and spacious classrooms and fun
outdoor playgrounds. A great place to start your Saint
Cecilia Cathedral experience. Contact us today!

Get more information at StCeciliaCathedral.org.

Saint Cecilia Cathedral
Faith Formation Program

Deacon Jim Tardy, Director
Cathedral Administration Office 402-551-2313
Classes for Spring 2021
Saint Cecilia Cathedral Parish Faith Formation Program is
planning to begin instruction for all grades (1-7) on
Thursday, January 21. All classes will be held in our school
on Thursday evenings, meeting from 6:30 pm to 7:30 pm.
Registration will be January 14 at 6:00 pm in Saint
Bernadette’s Hall. For information please contact Deacon Jim
Tardy in the Cathedral Administration Office.

Grow Your Faith

New Year’s Masses

We offer you a 5:30 pm vigil Mass
on Thursday, December 31, and two
Holy Day Masses at 7:30 am and
9:00 am on Friday, January 1, for
the feast of the Solemnity of Mary,
Mother of God.

Holy Mass

We offer 5 weekend Masses: Saturday 5:30 pm;
Sunday 7:30 am, 9:30 am, 11:30 am, 5:30 pm.
We offer a live stream online: Sunday 9:30 am Mass.
You can access this from our website:
stceciliacathedral.org.
Daily Mass is held at 7:00 am and 11:15 am weekdays
and Saturdays at 7:30 am. Everyone is welcome.

Confession

Saturdays 4:00 - 5:00 pm and weekdays 7:30 - 8:00 am
or call a priest for an appointment 402-551-2313.

Baptism Classes

Classes are held at 7:00 pm on the 2nd Monday of
each month in the Parish Center Conference Room.
Preregistration is required. Call Kay Garfield at the
Cathedral Administration Office 402-551-2313 to sign
up for the class and set the baptism date.

Marriage Preparation

Masses and Intentions
Saturday
7:30 am
5:30 pm

December 26
Donald Baldwin +
Mary Chase + (B)

Sunday
7:30 am
9:30 am
11:30 am
5:30 pm

December 27
Paula Kresl +
Fr. Harrison
Zachary Fogarty +
Fr. Grewe
Aaron Cass +
Fr. Grewe
Saint Cecilia Parishioners Fr. Buckley

Monday
7:00 am
11:15 am

December 28
Patsy Gunia +
Ron Jarecki

Tuesday
7:00 am
11:15 am

December 29
Holy Souls in Purgatory
Mary Lou Beal +

Wednesday
7:00 am
11:15 am

December 30
Alice Fitzgerald + (A)
Thomas Visek +

Thursday
7:00 am
11:15 am
5:30 pm

December 31
Ken Preissler
Kathleen Dylla +
Thomas M. Hennig + (B)

Friday
7:30 am
9:30 am

January 1
Clarence Juedeman +
Archbishop's Circle members

Saturday
7:30 am
5:30 pm

January 2
Margaret Crowley Baxter (B)
Celia Feeney +

Sunday
7:30 am
9:30 am
11:30 am
5:30 pm

January 3
Saint Cecilia Parishioners
Michael Barmettler +
Dick Schenkelberg
Bob Fowler

Fr. Buckley

Parishioners who have been registered and active here
for a minimum of 6 months are eligible to set a
wedding date. Then at least 6 months of preparation is
required by the Archdiocese. Call Kay Garfield at the
Cathedral Administration Office 402-551-2313.

Crois± Men’s Holy Hour

Fr. James Buckley
croise.org
Crois± Men’s Prayer Group meets in Our Lady of
Nebraska Chapel each Monday 7:00 to 8:00 pm. Our
Goal: to help men discern new life goals and objectives
and provide the tools that lead to their accomplishment.
No matter how good life is, it can always be better.
No matter how bad life seems, improvement is one
decision away. Join us!

Basics of Our Faith Brochures

We have brochures with some basic tenets of our
Catholic faith in the racks on either side of the back
of the church for you to keep as a reference.
Some topics are on Catholic parenting, Marian prayers,
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament, Catholic pro life
issues, and information from Catholic organizations.
We have a special line of brochures for children too.

Share Your Faith

2021 Calendars

You may pick up our 2021 calendar from the tables in
church or from the Cathedral Administration Office
during office hours (9 am to 4 pm weekdays).

Cathedral Campus Events
Monday
7:00 pm

December 28
Crois± Men’s Holy Hour

[OLN]

Thursday
5:30 pm

December 31
Solemnity of Mary vigil Mass

[NAVE]

Friday
7:30 am
9:30 am

January 1
Solemnity of Mary Mass
Solemnity of Mary Mass

[NAVE]
[NAVE]

Mass Intentions

Contact Sheila Graham at the Cathedral Administration Office
402-551-2313 to schedule a Mass. $10 per Mass is the requested
stipend for the priest.

Become a Parishioner!

Our parish is growing every day! We welcome new members
who are interested in making Saint Cecilia Cathedral their parish
home. Contact Sheila Graham at the Cathedral Administration
Office 402-551-2313 or email sgraham@stceciliacathedral.org to
start your registration process now. Welcome!!

Angel Tree

Many thanks to all those
who donated to the
Salvation Army Angel
Tree project.
Over 100 gifts were
donated by our parish
to help St. Nicholas
provide gifts for children
that are having a tough
holiday season.
Some parishioners donated toys, some gift cards, and still
others used the online option. There is still a need for
several hundred toys, so if you missed the chance to
drop one off, please go to salarmytoysomaha.com and
make a donation. You might not know this, but toys are
collected year-long and distributed in dire circumstances,
such as when a family loses their home. So rest assured,
being an angel is not only for the Christmas Season!
~Andrea Zardetto-Smith, St. Cecilia Coordinator

Praying for Each Other

Josh Benk, Judy Quest, Bob Fowler, Katrina Conway, Theresa
Guinn-Van Ornam, Bruce Wagner, Will Woleben, Rose Marie
Bruno, Kathleen Schuler, Dr. Stan Kasuda, John M., Tom &
Pam Snodgrass, Susan Walters, Marianne Banark, John Kennedy,
Eleanore Shrader, our parishioners who are homebound, those
in care homes, in the hospital, or in military service. Contact
Sheila Graham 402-551-2313 at the Cathedral Administration
Office or at sgraham@stceciliacathedral.org to get a name on or
off of this list.

Santo Nino Mass

Mark your calendar for Sunday, January 17. The 11:30 am Mass
at Cathedral will be concelebrated by Fr. Michael Grewe and
Fr. Michael Gutgsell. All are welcome to attend.

St. John Paul II Newman Center

Know anyone going to college in Omaha? Please share
with them that there is a place that was made just for
them: the St. John Paul II Newman Center. All college
students in Omaha are welcome to join this community
and parish, find friends, and have fun. We also have a
safe, affordable residence hall on site. Please visit
jpiiomaha.org for more information, videos, and a virtual
tour. Call anytime 402-557-5575 to tour in person.

Be the Brightness!

Show Your Faith
Offertory Giving Comparison

December 3rd Sunday 2020: $9,236
December 3rd Sunday 2019: $13,768

Supporting Your Cathedral

From Mark McNamara, Cathedral Development Director:
Thank you to all who have faithfully supported Saint Cecilia
Cathedral during 2020. Your generous donations have
supported our many parish ministries during this
unprecedented year.
The Alpha program transitioned to virtual sessions to better
equip parishioners to witness to their faith.
The religious education program returned this fall for
in-person instruction as they share Catholic teaching with
parishioners not attending our school. Blessed with teachers
who exude their faith, the Confirmation class in just eight
weeks completed their course work to be Confirmed on
November 22, Feast of St. Cecilia, with First Reconciliation
and First Communion taking place in December.
These are just a couple examples of the outreach and
evangelization taking place in our parish.
Please consider a year end gift to Saint Cecilia to help
us continue our many ministries. Your gift pays
dividends as we grow our parish through education and faith
formation. Contact me at 402-551-2313.

2020 Tax Statements

You may request an email or printed copy of your 2020
contributions by contacting Sheila Graham at the Cathedral
Administration
Office:
402-551-2313
or
email
sgraham@stceciliacathedral.org.

Stay Connected with Us

Every Wednesday we produce and send an email “Tower Talk”
that includes any special notifications, interesting news,
upcoming event reminders, fun campus pictures, inspirational
items, and anything that is Cathedral related.
Every Friday the bulletin is sent out by email for that
weekend along with other pertinent news and information.
We email to inform you of Cathedral parishioner funerals.
If you do not receive these emails, contact Sheila
Graham, Communications Director, at 402-551-2313 or email
sgraham@stceciliacathedral.org.
If you would like to receive our bulletins mailed to you each
week, we are happy to accommodate you. Contact Sheila to get
on our mailing list.

Sunderland Art Gallery
Cathedral History Museum
Cathedral Arts Project Gift Shop

3900 Webster St, Omaha, NE 68131
Contact us to schedule tours of the Cathedral.
Cathedral Arts Project: 402-558-3100/cathedralartsproject.org
Gift Shop: 402-551-4888 Tuesday-Sunday Noon-4:00 pm
The CAP Board of Directors has launched a major gifts
campaign and hired a new executive director: Chris Krampe,
director of Fine Arts and Humanities at the College of Saint
Mary in Omaha. Chris has joined CAP as part-time executive
director. An expert in arts fundraising, Chris is a trained
performance artist, conductor, composer and keyboard soloist.
“I’m excited for the future of CAP,” said Krampe. “I look
forward to serving the fantastic mission of Cathedral Arts
Project and promoting CAP programs to the public.”

Saint Cecilia Cathedral
High School & Grade School Alumni

Please update the Cathedral Administration Office with
your contact information so you can receive our news.
Call Sheila at the Administration Office 402-551-2313.
Grads, if you live in the area, consider registering in the
parish and sending your children to our school. You are
important to the Cathedral family.
We have a very active Facebook page that you can join and
connect with friends and classmates, catch up on the news,
and see some fun Cathedral School memories.
Facebook.com/groups/cathedralhigh
We are looking for Class Captains for each graduating class
to be the contact person. Let us know if you would like to
help out.

CAP's mission, he said, is unique in the Omaha arts landscape.
“It directly serves St. Cecilia Cathedral, so our goal isn't just
to provide art for enjoyment, but for spiritual renewal and
growth,” said Krampe. “This spring we'll have a mix of
wonderful programs. There will be something for everyone.”
Hiring Krampe is part of a $300,000 major gifts campaign
launched to ensure CAP’s strategic growth during the next three
years, said Kennedy.
“These funds will give CAP leadership a window of opportunity
to position the organization for future advancement and
sustainability,” she said. “Not only will we enhance our
programs - music in the beautiful acoustics of the Cathedral and
arts events in the gallery and museums ± but all of our events
are admission-free.”
Krampe joins CAP as it plans to work more broadly with local
schools to support fine arts and music education and increase
collaboration on diverse programming with other Omaha area
arts organizations.

Cathedral Campus Administration

Saint Cecilia Cathedral Spiritual Leadership
Most Rev. George Lucas, Archbishop
Rev. Michael Grewe, Pastor/Rector
mwgrewe@archomaha.org
Rev. James Buckley, Senior Associate
jmbuckley@archomaha.org
Rev. Patrick Harrison, In-Residence
pcharrison@archomaha.org
Deacon Tim Bloomingdale
tcbloomingdale@archomaha.org
Deacon James Tardy
jgtardy@archomaha.org
Deacon David Gurney (Retired)
Deacon Jim Watson (Retired)

The purpose of the Archdiocese: to be a
part of the living Body of Christ, welcoming and inspiring every person to live as a
vibrant disciple of Jesus Christ so that all
may respond to their vocation to holiness,
be sent out as leaven to transform the
world, and fulfill their deepest human desire.
Pastoral Priorities: Create a culture of encountering Jesus and equipping disciples; Create a culture that enables God’s mercy to be received/lived; Create a culture of unity.

Rev. Michael Grewe, Pastor/Rector
mwgrewe@archomaha.org
Gerard Alemdjrodo, Campus Business Manager
gerardalem@stceciliacathedral.org
Kay Garfield, Tuition/Scheduling
kgarfield@stceciliacathedral.org
Sheila Graham, Communications/Membership
sgraham@stceciliacathedral.org
Kelly Hickey, Technology Director
khickey@stcecilia.net
Don Jensen, Campus Facilities Director
djensen@stceciliacathedral.org
Denise Leibert, Child Care Director
stccdenise@gmail.com
Mark McNamara, Development Director
mmcnamara@stceciliacathedral.org
Julia Pick, Grade School Principal
jpick@stcecilia.net
Marie Rubis Bauer, Cathedral Music Director
merubisbauer@archomaha.org

Administration 402-551-2313
Website
StCeciliaCathedral.org
Facebook
CathedralOmaha
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