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�

SUNDAY MASSES�

In Main Church�

�

Saturday at 5 p.m.�

Sunday at 9 & 11 a.m.�

�

Holy Days as announced.�

�

WEEKDAY MASSES�

In Historic Church�

�

Monday thru Friday at 9 a.m.�

Tuesday 5:45 pm�

�

PERPETUAL ADORATION�

In Chapel of the Nativity�

�

RECONCILIATION�

In Main Church�

�

Tuesday 5�5:40 pm�

Friday 8�8:50 a.m.�

Saturday 3:30�4:45 p.m.�

�

Other times by �

appointment.�

The Epiphany of the Lord� � � � � � �               January 5, 2020�

�   

The Epiphany, in my mind, has become synonymous with 

the word "manifestation." That is, a "showing forth," in this 

case, of the divine in the world, in the person of Jesus 

Christ. Herein is God truly unveiled or revealed to man. �

�

If you've read any of my previous material, I think you'd 

agree, I'm a bit of a logophile�a lover of words. The 

meanings of words and the wisdom implicated by the use of 

specific, efficient terms is fascinating to me. This was not 

the case, however, for the first year or two of my college 

education.�

�

I recall having a conversation with one of the music faculty, 

Sr. Catherine Williams, OP. I was struggling to make a 

transition in my own thinking, since the school was 

theologically, and sadly, shall we say, unorthodox in its 

leanings. Therefore, my theology papers and writing for my 

music courses were not scoring well, based on my more 

traditional paradigm in doctrine.�

�

Much of the education I was offered, while not fully 

heretical, resided in some of the grayer areas of theological 

and doctrinal understanding. So, as I labored to reconcile 

what my professors were after with my own beliefs and 

understanding of Catholic teaching, I sought counsel, 

having grown frustrated with the language and what I 

perceived as agenda�driven lingo.�

�

I expressed my frustration to Sr. Catherine that so much of 

what I read was disquieting and had determined that the 

words used were less important, that they were "just 

words."�

�

All these years later, I don't believe my faith has been 

changed by that struggle in college, save for the fact that I 

had to challenge my immature paradigms of what I thought 

about God. My thinking has matured on those topics, and 

my appreciation for the fact that, yes, words have specific 

meanings and that those meanings bear with them 

connotations that will form the way my own words are 

received, for better and for worse. Unless I'm willing to be 

as precise in my meaning as is necessary, I could even be 

accursed of ill intent.�

�

In my limited graduate study, I was again challenged by St. 

Thomas Aquinas, whose writing can be somewhat 

notoriously confusing, at times. The reason for that 

difficulty is that for Aquinas, specific words referred to 

specific concepts. For example, "form," "matter," and 

"nature" all refer to very intentional distinctions about a 

person, place, or thing, and what those realities meant.�

The same thing is true in ancient Church writings that were 

generated by ecclesial councils. Oftentimes, those 

conferences and the resulting documents were intended to 

correct some error in understanding or to clarify the true 

beliefs of the Church. The difference is that a greater degree 

of precision is required in the words we use to talk about 

divine and spiritual concepts in concrete and human terms.�

�

Sr. Catherine and I do not likely see eye to eye on a 

multitude of issues, or even concepts in the Church, but she 

corrected me in my disregard for those valid and important 

distinctions we must make.�

�

Since those days, I have cultivated a mildly active interest 

in words and their meanings and origins. I feel a greater 

understanding of a word, given even a shallow detail of the 

culture out of which it sprung.�

�

This "Epiphany"�revelation, showing forth; or 

manifestation: clear embodiment of an idea or concept�is 

not so much about the wise men, kings, or magi, as we call 

them. It is rather about the wisdom that brought them there, 

the wisdom they gained in offering their gifts to the infant 

king. For us, it is of vastly greater importance how we 

respond to the revelation of God, than what we glean from 

the arrival of these strangers out of the east.�

�

Epiphany is principally about the unveiling of the hoped�for 

Christ. It is less important to say "what offering can I make 

to Jesus, like the wise men," (though that is a great thing 

upon which to meditate) than to wrestle with the greater 

reality that occurred. If the appearance of God�made�man 

doesn't shake the foundations of our understanding of 

humanity, maybe we need to spend time with that concept, 

first.�

�

Moreover, perhaps we should make time to dig into the 

words of Scripture and the Church's sacred teaching and 

discover what is truly being said there about creation, the 

person of Jesus, the meaning of life, or just how one should 

live. There are certainly big questions, but the mystery of 

the Incarnation means that there are big answers, too.�

�

�

�

�

David Dunst�

Director of Music and Liturgy�



YOUTH NEWS AND FAITH FORMATION�

�

OFFICE INFORMATION�

Father Steven Hoffman � � � 651�452�4550�

Deacon Tim Hennessey� � � 651�905�4301�

Jill Ellingson, Director of Operations� 651�905�4307�

Lisa Amos, Mission and Ministry� � 651�905�4304�

�

Parish Office Hours: �

Mon�Fri: 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.�

Phone: 651�452�4550�

�

BAPTISMS � NEW PARISHIONERS � WEDDINGS�

Call the parish office for more information.�

�

PRAYER CHAIN REQUESTS�

Email Lisa Amos at lamos@stpetersmendota.org or call her 

at 651�905�4304 or call the parish office.�

�

FAITHFUL SHEPHERD CATHOLIC SCHOOL �

AND TRI�PARISH CENTER�

�

St. John Neumann * St. Peter * St. Thomas Becket�

3355 Columbia Dr Eagan MN 55121�

651�405�4747�

www.fscsmn.org�

FIRST EUCHARIST PROGRAM�

Classes for the First Eucharist program will begin on 

Wednesday, January 8. Your second grade child should 

have been registered in the Reconciliation program (Grade 

2) and will therefore be automatically enrolled in the First 

Eucharist program. Please call Kathy Raible at 

651�905�4311 if you have any questions or concerns. �

FAITH FORMATION GRADES 1�5�

Religion classes will resume this Wednesday, January 8.�

FAITHFUL SHEPHERD�

CATHOLIC SCHOOL�

Come visit us!�

Academic excellence, a faith�based 

education, and a supportive community that 

engages the whole family are just a few 

reasons why our families love Faithful 

Shepherd.  Financial Aid is available! To 

arrange a private tour, please call Jen Claude at 

651�262�2898. We look forward to meeting you and 

sharing our school with you!�

BAPTISM CLASS �

COMING SOON�

Baptism is the gift of new life, the eternal 

life of the risen Christ. This gift is a 

sacrament, an encounter with Christ 

himself. It is a precious gift given by God 

through the Church.�

�

The next baptism preparation class will be 

held on Sunday, January 12, at 1 p.m. in 

the St. Thomas the Apostle Conference 

Room. This class is required for all first time parents 

seeking baptism for their child(ren), or if it has been 5 or 

more years since attending a baptism preparation class. We 

would encourage parents who are expecting the birth of 

their child to attend the class prior to the baby’s birth.�

�

To register for the class, please contact Karen Cronin at 

kcronin@stpetersmendota.org. �

LITURGY OF THE WORD�

FOR CHILDREN�

Liturgy of the Word for Children will resume today, 

Sunday, January 5. �

It’s never been more difficult to 

raise young people of faith, 

reason, and virtue than it is today. 

That’s why Saint Agnes has been 

partnering with parents to form 

Catholic hearts and minds. Your 

family is invited to come 

experience Saint Agnes! Tour our 

campus and explore various 

departments with student 

ambassadors. Please join us from 6:30 to 8:30 � p.m. on 

Tuesday, January 7. Online RSVP’s are encouraged. To 

RSVP or for more information, please visit 

www.SaintAgnesSchool.org. �

ST AGNES H.S. SHOWCASE�

Visitation School, 

located at 2455 

Visitation Drive in 

Mendota Heights, will 

host an open house for prospective upper school (grades 9�

12) families, on Tuesday, January 14, at 6 p.m. Visitation is 

an independent Catholic school educating girls in grades six 

to twelve and boys and girls from Montessori preschool 

through grade five. �

�

We welcome your family to join us for this informational 

event! For more information, visit our website at 

www.visitation.net/openhouse or call 651�683�1700.�

VISITATION SCHOOL OPEN HOUSE�



ADMINISTRATIVE NEWS * STEWARDSHIP * COMMUNITY NEWS�

ST. PETER’S SYNOD�

AMBASSADOR TEAM�

Nancy and I urge everyone 

in the parish to take part in 

one of the many listening 

sessions for the 

Archdiocesan Synod that 

are scheduled in various 

locations in the first part of 

2020. We attended the 

session in Lakeville last 

month; it was outstanding.��

�

Listening sessions last 

three hours: First, an hour of prayer and reflection with a 

presentation by Archbishop Hebda and meditations by 

Bishop Cozzins. Second, an hour for small group discussion 

on two broad topics:�

�� What is going well in your parish and the Archdiocese?�

�� What could go better in your parish and the 

Archdiocese?�

�

Next there is a general session in which many attendees 

have a chance to voice their input directly to Archbishop 

Hebda. �

�

Everyone’s input is gathered either in writing or on the 

Archdiocesan website. It’s a serious bit of time, but it is a 

real chance to have input to the future direction of the 

Archdiocese. Archbishop Hebda attends every session and 

is there to listen. Please take it this great opportunity. Dates 

for the listening sessions are posted at church and on the 

Archdiocesan website at www.archspm.org/synod/.�

�

~ Louis and Nancy Grams�

�

Here are the next three events:�

�� Saturday, Jan. 5, 1�4 p.m. at Holy Cross in Minneapolis�

�� Saturday, Jan. 25, 9 a.m.�noon at St. Peter Claver, in St. 

Paul�

�� Tuesday, Jan. 28, 6�9 p.m. at Pax Christi in Eden 

Prairie�

NEW PARISHIONER MEAL�

All new parishioners who joined in 2019 please save the 

date for our annual “New Parishioner Meal Get Together.”  

This year we will be having a breakfast potluck on Sunday, 

January 26, in Heritage Center following the 11 a.m. Mass.  

This is a great opportunity to meet some other new 

parishioners, as well as some of our long�time parishioners.  

There will be drawings for a few prizes, as well as a tour of 

our Historic Church. Further information will be available 

closer to the date. �

�

If you would like to volunteer at this event, please call Anne 

O’Keefe at 651�905�4308 or email her at 

aokeefe@stpetersmendota.org.  �

Thank you to all of the volunteers who assisted with the 

outside gardening chores at St. Peter's this past season! We 

had a very dedicated group of parishioners that helped with 

the planting, trimming, weeding, watering, and general 

upkeep of the church grounds. We had a number of 

comments from visitors on how nice and welcoming the 

church grounds looked this past summer. �

�

We can always use more volunteers to assist, especially 

when we do the spring and fall clean ups. There will be 

upcoming opportunities to sign up to help us with those 

clean ups, or you can adopt your own garden at St. Peter's in 

the near future. Time commitment is minimal. �

�

Thanks again for all of the volunteer help!�

�

~ Mike Berndt�

THANK YOU GARDENERS�

St. Peter’s Annual Cana Dinner in 

Celebration of Marriage will be held 

on Saturday, February 8, beginning 

with Mass at 5�p.m., a social hour at 

6�p.m., and dinner at 7 p.m. Crystal 

and Tracy Crocker will be the key 

note speakers, talking on “Witness 

to Marriage in the 21

st

 Century.” All parishioners are invited 

to attend. Ticket sales will begin January 25/26.�

CANA DINNER�



ADMINISTRATIVE NEWS * STEWARDSHIP * COMMUNITY NEWS�

We have received reports that people have received texts or 

email messages from someone posing as Fr. Steven, asking 

the recipient to text or email back and to purchase gift cards 

for someone in need. �

�

Please know that Fr. Steven would never reach out in this 

manner to solicit “help,” nor would anyone on staff do this. 

Be at peace also that Fr Steven’s phone and email accounts 

are secure; the messages come from external sources and 

use his name only. We understand that a message from your 

pastor might cause you to want to help, but please disregard 

these messages. They are not legitimate. �

�

We ask that you ignore these messages. There is no reason 

to contact St. Peter’s, if you receive  a text like this. We ask 

your prayers for those who are doing this. �

�

If you would like to contribute to the care of those in need, 

consider a donation to our Bounty Fund, which is an 

effective and secure way to help. �

SCAM ALERT�

Welcome! We extend our hearts in a warm St. Peter’s 

welcome to you, whether long�term residents or newly 

arrived in the parish. We thank God that you are with us.�

�

If you are not a registered parishioner, but would like to be, 

please complete this form and place it in the collection 

basket, drop it off at the parish office, or mail it to: Church 

of St. Peter, 1405 Hwy 13, PO Box 50679, Mendota MN 

55150�0679. You can also register online at 

www.stpetersmendota.org/community/join�st�peters/ �

�

We will contact you, answer questions you may have, and 

help you to get registered. �

�

Name __________________________________________�

�

Address _________________________________________�

�

City _________________________State______Zip______�

�

Phone __________________________________________�

�

____ I would like to request registration information�

�

____ I am updating my new address and phone.�

WE WELCOME YOU!�

The CCW has formed the Hildegard Kitchen Committee.  

This committee was formed to assess how the kitchen will 

best serve the St. Peter’s Church Community.�

�

The committee assessment will include sanitation of the 

kitchen space, food handling, storage of items, use of linens, 

and other issues as identified.�

�

Development of kitchen rules and utilization of the space 

will be communicated to the parish groups as they become 

available.�

�

We need your input for this committee to succeed. Please 

send kitchen issues and concerns to the parish staff. The 

information gathered will be brought to the committee for 

discussion and further follow up will occur as indicated.�

�

Thank you for your support, we are eager to hear from you. �

HILDEGARD KITCHEN COMMITTEE�

Please join St. Peter's for our 

next packing session at Feed 

My Starving Children. With 

just our hearts and hands and 

90 minutes of time, we turn 

hunger into hope for so many in need.�

�

Where: Feed My Starving Children, 990 Lone Oak Road 

(just east of Lexington), Suite 136, in Eagan �

�

When: Monday, January 13, from 6 to 7:30 p.m.�

�

In our October session, we helped pack 72 boxes; enough 

food to make 15,500 meals and feed 43 children for a full 

year! Within a few weeks, those meals were on their way to 

starving children in Nicaragua and Haiti. �

�

To sign up or learn more, please contact Paul or Peggy 

Hirsch at 651�431�1832 or at phirsch651@aol.com�

FEED MY STARVING CHILDREN�

Alpha is returning to St. 

Peter’s on February 10. 

Alpha is a place to develop 

or deepen a relationship 

with Jesus and explore the 

basics of the Christian 

faith. It will take place on 

Mondays, starting February 

10 through May 4, from 

6:30 to 8:30 p.m. in 

Heritage Center. �

�

Alpha consists of a meal, a 

talk, and small group 

discussions. It is an open, informal, and honest space to 

explore and discuss life’s big questions together, and it is 

designed to create and/or deepen a personal relationship 

with Jesus. It is also a place for fellowship with others. One 

recent participant commented, “Alpha increased my 

confidence to share my faith!” Another said, “As a new 

parishioner, Alpha was helpful for me in meeting and 

developing relationships with others at St. Peter’s.” �

�

You can register online at www.stpetersmendota.org, 

beginning January 17. You may also register after all 

Masses the weekends of January 18 and 19 and January 25 

and 26. Mark your calendars and plan to join us! We 

welcome you to invite your friends and neighbors! Space is 

limited. If you have any questions, please call Laurie 

Reding at 612�419�1709 or email her at lreding1@aol.com.�

ALPHA�



THIS WEEK’S CALENDAR: JANUARY 6�

Monday, January 6�

� 9 am� Mass, Historic Church (8:30 Rosary)�

� 7 pm� Rosary Makers, Classroom 9�

�

Tuesday, January 7�

� 9 am� Mass, Historic Church (8:30 Rosary)�

� 10 am� Women’s Bible Study, Ravoux Room�

� 5 pm� Reconciliation, Main Church�

� 5:45 pm� Mass, Historic Church�

�

Wednesday, January 8�

� 9 am� Mass (8:30 Rosary)�

� 9:45 am� Divine Mercy Cenacle, Ravoux Room�

� 5:30 pm� Catechesis of the Good Shepherd, Atrium 1 

� � and 2�

� 6 pm� Faith Formation Grades 1�8, Classrooms�

� 6:30 pm� Perissos, Youth Room�

�

Thursday, January 9�

� 9 am� Mass, Historic Church (8:30 Rosary)�

� 12 pm� Thursday Bible Study, St. Thomas the Apostle 

� � Conference Room�

� 6:30 pm� Women’s Bible Study, St. Kateri Conference 

� � Room�

� 7 pm� AA Meeting, Classroom 5�

�

Friday, January 10�

� � Peer Ministry Retreat, Off Campus�

� 8 am� Reconciliation, Main Church�

� 9 am� Mass (8:30 Rosary), Historic Church�

�

Saturday, January 11�

� � Peer Ministry Retreat, Off Campus�

� 9 am & 10:30 am�

� � AA Meeting, Classrooms�

� 9 am� Catechesis of the Good Shepherd, Atrium 1 

� � and 2�

� 3:30 pm� Reconciliation, Main Church�

� 5 pm� Mass, Main Church�

�

Sunday, January 12�

� � Peer Ministry Retreat, Off Campus�

� 9 am� Grade 2 Focus Mass, Main Church�

� 10:30 am�Rosary for St. Peter’s, Chapel of the Nativity�

� 11 am� Mass, Main Church�

� 1 pm� Baptism Class, St. Thomas the Apostle �

� � Conference Room�

� 5 pm� Troop 7264 Scout Meeting (Girls), Ravoux 

� � Room�

�

St. Peter’s is here to bring the good news of the Gospel 

to all, so that every person can have a personal, life 

changing, life giving relationship with Jesus Christ.�

�

Trustees:�

Helen Wilkie� � � � 651�260�2420�

Mark Mischke� � � � 651�481�6900�

OUR MISSION STATEMENT�

�

Sunday:� Is 60:1�6/Ps 72:1�2, 7�8, 10�11, 12�13 

� � [cf. 11]/Eph 3:2�3a, 5�6/Mt 2:1�12�

Monday:� 1 Jn 3:22�4:6/Ps 2:7bc�8, 10�12a 

� � [8ab]/Mt 4:12�17, 23�25�

Tuesday:� 1 Jn 4:7�10/Ps 72:1�2, 3�4, 7�8 [cf. 11]/

� � Mk 6:34�44�

Wednesday:� 1 Jn 4:11�18/Ps 72:1�2, 10, 12�13 [cf. 

� � 11]/Mk 6:45�52�

Thursday:� 1 Jn 4:19�5:4/Ps 72:1�2, 14 and 15bc, 

� � 17 [cf. 11]/Lk 4:14�22a�

Friday:�1 � Jn 5:5�13/Ps 147:12�13, 14�15, 19�20 

� � [12a]/Lk 5:12�16�

Saturday:� 1 Jn 5:14�21/Ps 149:1�2, 3�4, 5 and 6a 

� � and 9b [cf. 4a]/Jn 3:22�30�

Next Sunday:� Is 42:1�4, 6�7/Ps 29:1�2, 3�4, 3, 9�10 

� � [11b]/Acts 10:34�38/Mt 3:13�17�

�

© Liturgical Publications Inc.�

READINGS FOR THE WEEK OF�

JANUARY 5, 2020�

�

The following are the intentions�

offered by the priest at Mass:�

�

Monday, January 6                       Sue Zirnhelt & �

� �   Family�

Tuesday, January 7, 9 am          † Sr. Anne Malerich�

                              5:45 pm          † Pauline Krenik�

Wednesday, January 8               † Patric Vitek�

Thursday, January 9,                 † George & Ann �

� � � �        Cherucheril�

Friday, January 10                     † Alice Goetz �

Saturday, January 11,  5 pm        Mass For The People�

Sunday, January 12      9 am     † Patricia Weber�

                                      11 am     † Bill Olson�

MASS INTENTIONS�



PASTORAL MINISTRY�

FOLLOWING JESUS�

CHAPEL OF THE NATIVITY�

PERPETUAL ADORATION CHAPEL�

"The Eucharist is the secret of my day. 

It gives strength and meaning to all of 

my activities of service to the Church 

and to the whole world." �

~ St. John Paul II�

�

We are in need of adorers in the Chapel 

of the Nativity. Please prayerfully 

consider committing to one of the hours 

listed here that is still empty. White spaces indicate where 

we have the most urgent need. �

�

Could you not watch one hour with me?�

~ Matthew 26:40�

The magi followed a star that 

brought them to Jesus. In our day, 

we continually see signs in our lives 

that point us to the love of Christ and 

the Holy Spirit working in our lives. 

What star will we follow, as we 

begin this new year?�

BANNS OF MARRIAGE�

 

First Proclamation 

�

Steven Miller�

and �

Kirsten Staloch�

�� Sun.� Mon.� Tues

.�

Wed.� Thurs.� Fri.� Sat.�

12 am� �� �� �� �� �� �� ��

1 am� �� �� �� �� �� �� ��

2am� �� �� �� �� �� �� ��

3 am� �� �� �� �� �� �� ��

4 am� �� �� �� �� �� �� ��

5 am� �� �� �� �� �� �� ��

6 am� �� �� �� �� �� �� ��

7 am� �� �� �� �� �� �� ��

8 am� �� �� �� �� �� �� ��

9 am� �� �� �� �� �� �� ��

10 am� �� �� �� �� �� �� ��

11 am� �� �� �� �� �� �� ��

Noon� �� �� �� �� �� �� ��

1 pm� �� �� �� �� �� �� ��

2 pm� �� �� �� �� �� �� ��

3 pm� �� �� �� �� �� �� ��

4 pm� �� �� �� �� �� �� ��

5 pm� �� �� �� �� �� �� ��

6 pm� �� �� �� �� �� �� ��

7 pm� �� �� �� �� �� �� ��

8 pm� �� �� �� �� �� �� ��

9 pm� �� �� �� �� �� �� ��

10 pm� �� �� �� �� �� �� ��

11 pm� �� �� �� �� �� �� ��

WOMEN’S TUESDAY�

MORNING BIBLE STUDY�

St. Peter’s Women’s Bible Study meets on Tuesdays, from 

9:45 to 11:30 a.m., in the Ravoux Room. Our new study 

begins on January 7. For this session, we will be studying 

the Gospel of Luke. Intimately discover God’s heart for you 

with profound insights into the Prodigal Son and other 

parables. Go deeper with God than ever before with the new 

“Living It Out” segment that helps you hear what God is 

asking and draw closer to Him. It’s a great opportunity to 

connect with other women and grow spiritually, through 

God's Word. If you are interested in joining, or have any 

questions about this study, please contact Jennifer Vogel at 

612�709�1835 or jennifervogel@comcast.net, or contact 

Sandy Rabuse at 651�681�9258.�

THE LORD HAS�

CHANGED MY LIFE�

The Office of Evangelization 

is sharing this beautiful blog 

post (see below) from 

Blessed is She which was 

inspired by the Sunday, 

December�8 Gospel, Matthew 

3:1�12. We are all called by 

God to the mission work of 

sharing the Good News with 

others, and this blog shows 

you how to easily incorporate evangelization into your 

everyday life.�

�

"When we really love someone, we can’t help but tell other 

people what we have experienced. Oh, that our love for the 

Lord would be of the head�over�heels variety!�

�

Our relationship with the Lord, of course, has potential like 

no other earthly relationship. Saint John the Baptist certainly 

knew this, and he devoted his life to proclaiming the Lord 

and sharing the Good News about Him. We aren’t all called 

to be Saint John the Baptist, but we are all called to 

evangelize, to spread and preach the Gospel."�

�

Elise Howe, Blessed is She�

�

Go to www.blessedisshe.net or click here to read the rest of 

this inspiring devotional from Blessed is She to learn about 



In order to better understand the Incarnation, we’ll 

look at what it is not. The Catechism outlines a few 

of the most popular heresies, or errors in teaching, 

touching on the mystery of “True God and True 

Man,” Jesus Christ.�

�

The Incarnation is an utterly singular event in the 

history of the world. Jesus is not part God and part 

man, nor a mixture of divine and human. “He 

became truly man while remaining truly God.” Bear this in 

mind as the baseline from which the Church defended defects, 

and became more clear in her teaching (CCC 464).�

�

The greatest attacks were first directed at Christ’s true 

humanity. This is known as “Gnostic Docetism.” As early as 

the third century, and in the council of Nicaea (AD 325) stated 

in the Creed, “begotten, not made, of the same substance [we 

now use “consubstantial”] as the Father.” Thus condemning the 

teaching of Arius, who claimed that Jesus was “from another 

substance” (CCC 465).�

�

Nestorianism claimed that Christ was “a human person joined 

to the divine person of God’s Son.” In other words, the divine 

Son of God was mashed into the human Jesus. This was 

countered by the Council of Ephesus in 431, wherein the 

Church declared the Son of God, in short, took on flesh, making 

it his own from the moment of conception. This is the basis of 

Mary’s title as Mother of God, since the flesh of the Word of 

God was born from her (CCC 466).�

�

Lastly, Monophysites claimed that the human nature ceased to 

exist when the divine Son of God assumed the human flesh. To 

this, the Council of Chalcedon in 451 answered that Christ, 

being of the same substance�again, “consubstantial”�with 

the Father, and also consubstantial with us in our humanity 

(CCC 467).�

�

Hopefully, you find these fine distinctions to be as insidious 

and tricky as many Christians did, and were led into error, 

usually disbelieving the fact that Jesus could have been truly 

human, because we find humanity to be entirely incompatible 

with the divine nature. This would have been true, if not for the 

Incarnation, by which human nature is redeemed.�

PASTORAL MINISTRY�

CATECHISM CORNER�

Gina Bauer will present a series of six reflections on a 

Friday each month in 2020. Renew yourself monthly with 

spiritual reflections and practical life tools to grow in 

holiness. Gina is a dynamic and entertaining speaker, 

teacher, and trainer with years of experience serving 

dioceses, parishes, families, youth/young adults, men and 

women’s groups. Her vocation as a wife and mother of four 

personally connects her to audiences on a very real and 

practical level, drawing them in the beautiful love story of 

the Catholic Church. �

�

Arrival/Sign In: 9:30 a.m.�

Begin: 10 a.m.�

End: 3 p.m.�

Cost: $40 per person or $200 for all six days of reflection.�

�

Coffee, tea, and water provided. Please bring your own 

bag/sack lunch to accommodate for dietary needs. There is 

a refrigerator for storing lunches. You are welcome to bring 

a snack to share. �

�

Location: The Blessing House, 8705 Church Lake Blvd., in 

Victoria. Phone number is 952�479�1358.�

�

Click here to register and view a list of all the dates. 

Registration and payment accepted on the day of reflection. 

Please contact Gina Bauer for questions at 

gina.bauer.talks@gmail.com or call 651�278�9677. �

THE UPPER ROOM:�

A SIX�WEEK SERIES FOR WOMEN�

NEW BIBLE STUDY�

FOR MEN AND WOMEN�

There is an increasing hunger among Catholics to study the 

Bible in depth and in a way that integrates Scripture with 

Catholic doctrine, worship, and daily life. Join others to read, 

pray with, and study one of God’s greatest gifts to us��His 

Word. �

�

This Bible study is for all interested adults, and everyone is 

welcome, whether a novice or experienced in Bible study.  

Enter the New Year resolved to a deeper relationship with God 

through His Word.�

�

For this 8�week session, we will be reading the Gospel of 

Mark, supplementing our own study with the Biblical 

commentary of Mary Healy. Copies of the commentary will be 

available for use, or you may choose to purchase a copy, if you 

want to make notes in yours. Bring your own Bible or use one 

of ours; NAB versions will be available.�

�

We will meet on Thursdays, 12 to 1:30 p.m., beginning 

January 9, in St. Thomas Conference Room. To register, 

please call Lisa Amos at 651�905�4304 or email her at 

lamos@stpetersmendota.org.�

THURSDAY EVENING �

WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY�

St. Peter’s Women’s Evening Bible Study meets on 

Thursdays, from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m., in the Ravoux Room.  

Our new study begins on January 9.  �

�

 For this session, we will be using the book, Pilgrimage in 

the Footsteps of Jesus. Because Jesus entered our world in 

the human condition, our faith has deep roots in the physical 

places where he was born, where he walked and talked, 

laughed and wept, where he suffered, died, and rose again. 

Though a bodily pilgrimage to the Holy Land may not be 

possible for many, this imaginative pilgrimage unites these 

hallowed places with the sacred texts associated with the 

life of Jesus. �

�

This geography of salvation can fill out the written gospels 

with tangible reality. Here we can imagine Jesus with his 

disciples along the lake, teaching on the mountainside, 

praying in the garden, and dying on the cross.�

�

 It’s a great opportunity to connect with other women and 

grow spiritually through God's Word.�

�

All women are welcome! Please register by contacting Lisa 

Amos at 651�905�4304 or lamos@stpetersmendota.org.�
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