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ST. THOMAS AQUINAS 

Catholic Community Welcomes You! 



St. Thomas Aquinas Catholic Community� St. Paul Park, MN�
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Theme: Jesus’ resurrection � the heart of our faith, life, and 

journey.�

Question for Children: When have you seen someone do a 

good deed for someone else?�

Question for Youth: Jesus’ closest friends had trouble believing 

that the tomb was empty. Resurrection is surprising. What does 

Jesus’ resurrection mean in your life?�

Question for Adults: Name one way or time when you 

experience the presence of the Risen Christ? Is it at meals? 

With those whom you love? At other times?�

Christ Is Risen! Alleluia!�

“We celebrate this day of gladness and rejoicing�

basking in the depth of your love�

revealed in an empty tomb.�

May we, like the disciples, make haste�

to share the news of Resurrection �

with everyone we encounter.”�

This prayer, which succinctly captures the essence of our 

deepest faith belief and is the bedrock of our hope in these 

uncertain times, calls each of us to awe, to gratitude, to joy 

on this Easter Morning. Yes, we grieve the loss of our 

festively decorated church sanctuary, the gathering of our 

beloved St. Thomas Aquinas community, the music, the 

flowers, and the rituals of our prayers and worship on this 

holy feast day. But in solidarity with the Church 

throughout the world we proclaim, with confidence and 

trust that God is with us in this time of trial. Whatever 

happens, God will not abandon us. Easter is the very sign 

of this promise! With trust, let us cry out:�

Christ Is Risen! Alleluia!�

Mary Fleege, Social Justice Commission member�
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Please remember all of the following who have asked for our 

prayers in their illness:�

Joe Schueller� Megan Wagner� Millie Schmit�

Bonnie Williamson� Ron Becker� John Kell�

Harvey Pierson� Sherri Perkins� Rick LeVang�

Lorretta Casale� Delores Witschen� Bill Krammer�

Russell McDonald� �

Please also remember the many members of our parish who 

are in nursing homes, assisted living, or homebound.�
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The process is simple. Parishioners can visit 

parishesonline.com, locate St. Thomas Aquinas parish with 

the search tool, and sign�up to automatically get an email when 

a new publication becomes available.�
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If you are interested in receiving an Easter White Book please 

call the office during office hours 9:00 am � noon Monday � 

Thursday and one will be mailed to you. �
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Friends In Need can help with food. Call on Monday from 

noon � 3:00 or Tuesday morning after 7:30 am at 651�458�0730 

to make an appointment to pick up a pre�packed box of food 

for your family. �
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Our advertisers need Your help �

during these difficult times! �

Please show your support for your parish by also supporting 

our advertisers. We wouldn’t be able to bring you our bulletin 

every week without them, and right now they need your help 

more than ever. Please encourage and remind others to show 

their support and shop local during these hard times! �
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We will begin limited cemetery cleanup right after Easter this 

year. Since groups are not to be congregating, our Men's Club 

will not be doing their regular cleanup at the end of April. 

Bryce will begin removing dead wreaths and winter greens and 

dead flowers from last fall. Items that look important to family 

members will be left at the grave sites until later this spring. 

Cemetery repair will happen as the ground dries out. Thank 

you for your cooperation.�
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Who would have thought a few months/weeks ago that we 

would not be gathering in our churches to celebrate the love of 

God and the resurrection of Jesus?! That instead, we would be 

looking online for virtual Masses and inspirational words to 

feed our faith and calm our hearts? Yet, this is our reality. I 

have been thinking about early Christianity and how people 

would gather in each other’s homes (and catacombs) to 

celebrate their faith. Although we are not able to gather in each 

other’s homes, this feels similar in some ways. We are in our 

homes (alone or with family), mostly connected by our 

electronic devices! Our suffering comes from the absence of 

each other’s presence with us and not being able to reach out 

to embrace or touch each other. Today we remember/realize, 

and cling to, in a deeper way how God has loved us and give 

thanks. We let ourselves surrender more deeply to the love of 

Jesus, letting his suffering enter our soul in our compassion for 

others, but even more, letting Jesus’ resurrection lift us to 

renewed hope day after day. I recall the words of the song we 

gather with on Holy Thursday:�

“We remember how you loved us to your death.�

And still we celebrate for you are with us here.�

And we believe that we will see you when you come,�

we remember….we celebrate,….we believe.”�

Let us continue to pray for each other and for a deepening of 

the Holy Spirit in our lives and in our church. God bless and 

keep each and every one of you! Happy and blessed Easter!     

Robin�
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Any student who is a member of St. Thomas Aquinas Parish 

and who is/will be attending a Catholic University in the Fall is 

eligible to apply for the Buda Scholarship. Complete 

information is included in the application packet. Please 

contact Sue Kainz at sue64kainz@comcast.net and an 

application will be mailed to you. �
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Exult, let them exult, the hosts of heaven, exult, let Angel 

ministers of God exult, let the trumpet of salvation sound aloud 

our mighty King's triumph! Be glad, let earth be glad, as glory 

floods her, ablaze with light from her eternal King, let all 

corners of the earth be glad, knowing an end to gloom and 

darkness.�

These are the opening words to the Exsultet. It is chanted 

during the Easter Vigil after the opening procession and before 

the Liturgy of the Word. It is a magnificent song which 

captures the exuberant joy in celebrating Christ’s triumph over 

sin and death. The definition of the word Exult is “to feel or 

show triumphant elation or jubilation”. This is the time to 

celebrate with great joy and elation because Jesus has 

triumphed over the grave.�

Since we celebrate Christ’s resurrection annually, and actually 

every Sunday, we sometimes can take it for granted. An 

imaginative reflection may help in our appreciation of what we 

celebrate this weekend. If you will, please think about what 

would happen today if a 33 year old man from a remote 

Mideastern village was developing a cure for the COVID 19 

virus. But in the process he was experimenting on himself and 

he became extremely ill. From his experiments a cure was 

found, but the man died. Everyone around the world would be 

so grateful to this man for the sacrifice that he made. There 

would be an outpouring of gratitude and honor for him because 

he saved so many lives. �

Now think about what would happen if after this man had been 

dead for 3 days and they were preparing for his funeral it was 

discovered that he was alive. That he came back from the dead. 

There would be great exaltation and celebrations with 

exuberant joy! If we would celebrate the cure of this virus with 

such joy, which would provide a physical cure prolonging our 

earthly life, how much more should we celebrate the remedy 

that Christ provides which brings us eternal life. �

Exalt, let us exalt that Christ has risen, He has conquered 

death, and has prepared a place for each of us in His 

everlasting Kingdom!�

Deacon Joe Utecht�
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Apr. 4 � $100� Adam & Patti Murphy, Cottage Grove�

Apr. 5 � $250� Brad & Sue Morse, Zimmerman, MN�

Apr. 9 � $250� Doug Peterfeso, Woodbury�

Apr. 10 � $250� Will Glas, Woodbury�
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♦ All Faith Formation Classes have been suspended: 

All Sunday and Wednesday Faith Formation sessions are 

suspended, including Take 5! If you would like to receive 

faith based resources and ideas to help your family stay 

engaged during Lent, email Deone.�

♦ The Word! Is Suspended: Pending further notice, The 

Word, Children’s Liturgy of The Word during Sunday 

Masses has been suspended.�

♦ Butterbraid Delivery Postponed: The company that 

delivers the Butter Braids has put deliveries on hold 

because of safety concerns. They assured us we will get our 

frozen pastry delivered as soon as it is safe to do so. �

♦ Dedicate a Bible: Make a difference in the life of a 

young person by providing them with the Word of God by 

dedicating a Bible! We would like to provide a learning 

Bible to each young person receiving the grace of God 

through the Sacrament of Confirmation and the Sacrament 

of First Holy Communion. Forms are still available on 

the Eblast. Due May 1.�

♦ First Communion: Please keep our youth and families 

in your prayers as the church is closed and we wait to hear 

when we may be able to prepare for First Communion. Be 

certain, we will be flexible and will work with each family 

to ensure that together we will plan a blessed First 

Communion for each child and their family.�

♦ Confirmation: Please continue to pray for our 

Confirmation Candidates and their families as we wait to 

hear from the Archbishop how we will safely schedule 

Confirmation. Again, St. Thomas Aquinas will work with 

each family to ensure that together we will plan a blessed 

Confirmation for each young person and their family.�

♦ Upcoming Events: As we wait to see how the next 

weeks unfold, we trust that God will provide ways to 

celebrate together soon. Unfortunately, we are uncertain 

about upcoming events. Here is the current update: �

� Easter Celebration & Egg Hunt � Cancelled�

� Vacation Bible School and Youth Mission Trip are TBD.�

♦ Baptism: Baptisms will also be suspended until the 

church is re�opened. If you have an urgent need for a 

Baptism, please let us know.�

♦ Faith Formation Calendar: Available on our website  

at www.st�thomas�aquinas.com/calendar.�

♦ Questions, comments: Deone Parnell at dparnell1@st�

thomas�aquinas.com or 651�459�2131 x 108. �

Happy Easter! 

Deacon’s Corner 
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Although we cannot be together as a faith�filled community, 

we are united with Christians all over the world as we celebrate 

Easter, the Resurrection of Jesus! �

I miss seeing each of you and helping our youth walk more 

closely with Christ! Since we cannot have the Easter 

Celebrations and Egg Hunt, these are some of my favorite 

games, crafts and ideas for Easter that you can easily access 

online as a family for ideas to celebrate in your home. If you 

would like other at home family faith resources, please email 

me at dparnell1@st�thomas�aquinas.com. �

Big Love and Prayers!   Deone�

�
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Play Easter Jeopardy: https://jeopardylabs.com/play/the�church

�lent�and�easter�3 �

Easter Activities for kids: https://www.catholicicing.com/

religious�easter�ideas�for�kids/�

Easter Coloring Sheets for all ages: https://ministry�to�

children.com/easter�coloring�pages/�
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KEY (AB) = Activities Building  (CB) = Church Basement�

(C)= Church  Comn.= Commission  Cmte.= Committee�

All Parish Activities have been cancelled�

MONDAY, APRIL 13�

TUESDAY, APRIL 14�

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 15�

THURSDAY, APRIL 16�

FRIDAY, APRIL 17�

SATURDAY, APRIL 18�

� 4:00 pm� ��No Mass�

SUNDAY, APRIL 19�

8:30 & 10:30 am��    No Masses�
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Monday:� Acts 2:14, 22�33/Ps 16:1�11/Mt 28:8�15�

Tuesday:� Acts 2:36�41/Ps 33:4�5, 18�22/Jn 20:11�18�

Wednesday:� Acts 3:1�10/Ps 105:1�9/Lk 24:13�35�

Thursday:� Acts 3:11�26/Ps 8:2ab�9/Lk 24:35�48�

Friday:� Acts 4:1�12/Ps 118: 1�4, 22�27a/Jn 21:1�14�

Saturday:� Acts 4:13�21/Ps 118:1,14�21/Mk 16:9�15�

Next Sunday:�Acts 2:42�47/Ps 118:2�4, 13�24/1 Pt 1:3�9/Jn 

� 20:19�31�

©Liturgical Publications Inc�

Renee McCawley 459�2641 or Parish Office 459�2131�
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Be sure to keep us informed of any of these changes by 

calling the parish office at 651�459�2131 or by e�mailing 

Mary Jo at mluedtke1@st�thomas�aquinas.com. Thank you!�
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"Love one another as I have loved you." John 

13:34  Attend a Worldwide Marriage Encounter 

Weekend and experience the love of your spouse 

like you never have before. The next available 

weekends are May 1�3 and Oct. 9�11, 2020 in Buffalo, MN. 

Early registration is highly recommended. For more 

information visit our website at: twincitieswwme.org or 

contact Brent & Tracy at 612�756�8720 or 

applications@twincitieswwme.org.�

F��' Y��� F������ �� W��'����

To better support customers age 60 and up, our stores will 

host a special shopping hour from 6:00 to 7:00 am every 

Tuesday, Mar. 24 through Apr. 28. It will start one hour 

before stores open to the public, and pharmacies will be 

available during this time, as well. Vision centers will also be 

open to help with emergency and essential needs only. �
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920 Holley Avenue�

St. Paul Park, MN 55071�

Phone�����������������������������������651�459�2131�

Fax���������������������������������������651�459�8756�

Websitehttp://www.st�thomas�aquinas.com�
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Monday Through Friday: The Office is Closed�

Monday through Thursday: Phone Calls Only from 

9:00 am � Noon�

Masses: No Weekend Masses at this time�

Parish Staff�

Pastor, Father Tony Andrade��������������������������ext. 105�

� frandrade@aol.com�

Deacon, Joe Utecht������������������������������������������ext. 109�

jutecht1@st�thomas�aquinas.com�

Business Administrator, Amy Stein� ext. 103�

astein1@st�thomas�aquinas.com�

Office Manager, Mary Jo Luedtke���������������������ext.101�

mluedtke1@st�thomas�aquinas.com�

Dir. Faith Formation, Deone Parnell������������ext. 108�

dparnell1@st�thomas�aquinas.com�

Director of Music, Robin Medrud�������������������ext. 107�

rmedrud1@st�thomas�aquinas.com�

Pastoral Associate, Sue Kainz����������������651�707�6874�

Director of Building & Grounds, Bryce Hauck�

bhauck1@st�thomas�aquinas.com�

�

For information on Baptism, Marriage, or to become a 

member of St. Thomas Aquinas, please call the parish 

office.�

Victim Assistance Hotline�

The Archdiocese offers a 24�hour Victim Assistance 

Hotline at 651�291�4497.�
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Many of you took a Rice Bowl for your "alms 

giving" during Lent. Typically we collect 

your Rice Bowls during Holy Week. Since 

Holy Week masses are in question at this time the Center 

For Mission, who collects the Rice Bowls suggests the 

following: �

• Mail a Check to the Center for Mission. �

• Use a credit card for the donation amount at 

www.centerformission.org/donate.�

• Use a credit card for the donation amount at 

www.crsricebowl.org.�

Your generosity is appreciated. Just a reminder, about 25 

percent of the money collected stays in the Archdiocese to 

use for hunger projects. Our parish has applied and received 

grants for the past four years to help with feeding people at 

the Hope for the Journey Home Shelter, our Summer Skoolie 

participation and Loaves and Fishes at Dorothy Day. �
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1030 Hastings Ave.
St. Paul Park

763-204-7200
www.oldnational.com

• Full High School Program w/Band, Choir and Athletics
• Home School Umbrella Program  • Summer School
• Busing Provided in District 833  • Grades PreK-12

www.HopeChristianAcademy.org
920 Holley Ave., Ste. #2, St. Paul Park, MN 55071

(651) 459-6438
office@HopeChristianAcademy.org

• TOWING • FREE ESTIMATES
• ALL INSURANCE CLAIMS WELCOME

2064 Hastings Avenue, Newport

Ph: (651) 459-0439

Phone: (651) 459-2875
Fax: (651) 459-3898

Email: info@kokfuneral.com
1201 Portland Avenue

Saint Paul Park, MN 55071
7676 80th St. South

Cottage Grove, MN 55016

Excavating • Sewer & Water
Septic Systems • Wood Grinding

651-459-1556

For All Your Plumbing Needs! 
Dean Phillips • 612-644-7287

   Cottage Grove Area

Sanitation L.L.C. • RoLL off L.L.C. 
Recycling l.l.c.

651-459-1887 • Fax: 651-459-7412
Email: support@tennissanitation.com 

Greg & Willie Tennis
St. Paul Park, MN

SALES • SERVICE 
INSTALLATION

BROKEN SPRINGS REPLACED
DOORS • OPENERS

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL

(651) 458-3488

Lift-Master
The Professional Line
Garage Door Openers

Sales by appt only
We do everything as if it is for our own family.
Kendall Otto, Owner 651.269.2191 
1135 Ross Avenue Fax: 651-774-4041 
St. Paul, MN 55106 Kendall.otto@comcast.net

S&S
Lawn Care Service

Snow - Landscaping LLC

(651) 238-7317

Collision Experts                     Insurance Claims
PPG Certified                 ASE & ICAR Trained

In Business Since 1973

42 Robinson Ave, St Paul Park
(formerly 42 W Pullman)

651-459-1475 
www.SeligaAutoBody.com 

seligaautobody@yahoo.com

TINUCCI’S
SATURDAY NIGHT 
PRIME RIB BUFFET 

4:30-8:30
NEWPORT

(651) 459-3211
www.tinuccis.com

$5 OFF ANY PURCHASE OF $25 OR MORE

Fluegel Law Firm p.a. 
“Serving Our Community Since 1963” 
Attorneys at Law
Donald Fluegel  •  Daniel Fluegel 

Benjamin Colburn
Estate Planning • Wills & Trusts • Probate • Elder Law 

Family Law • Guardianships & Conservatorships  
Health Care Directives &  Durable Powers of Attorney 

Estate & Income Tax Planning & Preparation 
Business LLC • Corporations • Partnerships

999 Westview Dr. • Hastings 
651-438-9777 • www.fluegel.com

Assisted living memory care 
OPENING SPRING 2020

(651) 793-2100 
CerenitySeniorCare.com

Assisted living  
memory care

OPENING SPRING 2020

(651) 793-2100
CerenitySeniorCare.com

Staging Experts

Each office is independently owned & operated

“Need A Home? 
Phone The Malones!”

Rae Jean & 
Mechelle Malone 
Broker, GRI, Realtors®

651-731-2722 
www.MalonesSellHomes.com

Our Family Serving Your  
Family for Over 27 Years

Heating, Air Conditioning, Plumbing & Drain cleaning
(651) 459-2896 | www.rumpcaservices.com

Seeking Outside
Sales Consultants

Full Time   |   Commission Only
Weekly Draw

Help homeowners through claims process due to hail storms

• $75K - $125K + realistic first year income with no experience, no cap on commissions
• 4-5 leads provided daily        • Top reps make $300K+ per year 
• An outgoing personality and positive attitude is a must
• No experience necessary - we offer extensive and ongoing sales training
• Valid driver’s license, dependable vehicle required
• Travel within Mpls-St Paul metro area        • Able to walk on roofs and handle ladders

To set up an interview, call 612-324-5048 Lic. #BC639341


