Many of us know the traditional story of the pilgrims/settlers at Plymouth. We may also know that about
Half the settlers died the first winter. They were saved by a Native American named Squanto, who taught them
how to hunt and fish and grow corn.
But here’s what is really interesting: Squanto was a Roman Catholic. In 1614, he had been captured by
an English party led by Captain John Smith (of Pocahontas fame) and taken on a ship to Spain where he was to
be sold as a slave. He was rescued by some Dominican friars who instructed him in the Catholic faith. He told
them he wanted to return to his people in America. They helped him get to England, where he met John Slaney,
who taught him English and arranged for him to get to Newfoundland. Squanto served as an interpreter between
the English and the Native Americans and crossed the Atlantic six times.
So, here’s the deal. This Thanksgiving story (more historically accurate than some) is a great witness of
the Catholic virtues of hospitality and gratitude. While we may do many things this month and this
Thanksgiving, may we not forget to take the time to offer hospitality to others (especially the stranger) and
gratitude for our many gifts.
In Christ,

Father Kyle

EDGE (Middle School large group), Life Teen (High School large group) and High School Small Groups had to get creative
this year but are continuing in-person & online! EDGE moved to Sunday afternoons to gather outside. Life Teen is still in the
evenings. They have been outside when nice and have an in-person community and a virtual community! The two communities join together at St. Cecilia via St. Cecilia's camera in their Worship Space for the Proclaim/Talk and Send/Final Prayer.

High School Small Groups have been the most creative by meeting outside at St. Cecilia in their parking lot. Each small group
has claimed a light post to gather and break open the Word of God. Small group participants bundle up with many layers and/
or blankets and bring their lawn chairs to form their circle to discuss. The high school participants and leaders have greatly
enjoyed meeting outside and will have to become more creative when meeting inside at St. Cecilia as the weather cools.
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The beauty of the liturgy is that the ritual remains the same. The structure is there, we have simply changed a bit in
how we celebrate. Signing up for masses, wearing masks, more silence, greater distance, but we still have community.
The Eucharist, which a few celebrate in the name of the entire community, draws us all closer to Christ. We eagerly
await the day when we can all celebrate together safely again. Those who are unable to attend are constantly in our
thoughts as we look at the cordoned off pews around us and imagine them filled with smiling faces again.
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This year, EVERY SINGLE St. Thomas Aquinas
family that is registered with the parish and have
children in Preschool-8th grade was automatically
enrolled in our Faith Formation ministry which is
occurring at home.
While we are not able to gather at St. Thomas
Aquinas, we are more than capable of gathering and
growing with our Domestic Church. This has been
our focus for our families this year. Every 2 months,
families are receiving packets which include weekly
activities for them to complete with their children.
The first mailing focused on prayer. Pre-5th grade
broke open the Our Father, and continually
discussed the beauty in that prayer and what Jesus
teaches us. Middle School youth were introduced to
different prayers like Lectio Divina, Journaling,
Meditation and more.
The second mailing focuses on the Liturgical Year,
Advent and Christmas. Young people have or will
be learning about these great Liturgical Seasons and
how they help us grow in faith. There is a focus of
anticipating our Lord, and then celebrating
Christmas not just on the 25th of December but the
full season.
Our third mailing will be focusing on a few different
elements of our Catholic faith like our Catholic
Social Teaching and the Sacraments of our Church.
We’ll be sharing how the grace of God is received in
the Church’s gifts, and how we see God’s love in
one another.

A few of the items families have received the last several months.

In Adult Formation we hosted another 4 week series
unpacking the United State’s Bishops document, Forming
Consciences for Faithful Citizenship, in anticipation of the
November election. There was good discussion as we looked
at the common myths and misunderstandings associated with
voting as a Catholic and how best to form our conscience
(which is a lifelong activity!
We also recently began our Wisdom & Wine series for the
year. Two have been held so far, and on December 11, Fr.
Kyle will lead the conversation around the Blessed Mother,
Mary.
Several small groups continued to meet throughout the Fall
socially distant, or virtually, and a few intend to continue
throughout the winter. We hope to begin training a new
cohort of leaders around springtime in anticipation of a
much bigger launch next fall.

Our fourth and final mailing will be journeying with
our young people and their families through Lent
and Easter. Helping to make sense of suffering, and
rejoicing in the Resurrection.
Our hope has been that the materials continue to
assist parents during this time by giving them
resources and easy to use plans for keeping their
children engaged in their faith and connected to St.
Thomas Aquinas as we look forward to a return to in
-person ministry next Fall.
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COVID Ministry

Campus Ministry went virtual for the second half of the Spring
Semester and into the summer. Even virtually, we were still able to
serve and help our students grow in faith through events like:
Student Leader Formation, Small Groups, Graduate Happy Hours,
Come Awake, TNL, Discipleship, Community Life virtual games,
and more. Students have been remarkably flexible and willing to
make adjustments to their events and to attending many virtually.

This school year has started off with all our events masked and at
a distance. We were still able to have a variety of events the first
week of classes starting with a picnic on Sunday, August 16, then
the Come Awake Kick-off on Tuesday, the first Thursday
Night Liturgy, and ended the week with the New Student Retreat
with freshmen and transfer students.

Small Groups

Through scripture, prayer, and
conversation our 46 small groups
have been able to continue to
grow in depth of faith and
community. "I've not only been
able to grow and learn more
about our faith, but I've also had
the opportunity to get to know
others that share that same faith."
~Katie Brinkman, Sophomore

New Opportunities

In October we were able to have Adoration on campus, by the Campanile,
for 9 hours on a Thursday. An opportunity for Jesus to, literally, be on
campus, and for our students to boldly invite friends and strangers to pray.
Our Antioch Retreat was still able to happen, at ISU, masked, and at a
distance. Even so, God was so
present. "I feel like everyone actually
cares about me and I'm in a community.
I was challenged to do better for the
Lord." ~Antioch Participant
The Community Life Team has been so creative in finding ways for people to safely meet people
and have fun! Bonfires, virtual trivia games, and scavenger hunts.

Service

The Service and Justice team has had a resurgence this year with many opportunities for community
clean-up, helping at Food at First at a critical time with lack of volunteers, and making meals for The
Bridge Home (formerly ERP).

FOCUS

The FOCUS (Fellowship of Catholic University Students) missionary team has gone back
to the basics of what is most important: small groups, teaching students to pray, how to
live a Sacramental life, and how to encounter the joy of the gospel. Students have eagerly
accepted invitations, even virtual ones throughout the semester. Though there have been
challenges, the gospel and the urgency to share it haven’t changed!
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Social Justice Committee: In cooperation with the St. Cecilia SJC, a “Season of
Creation” outdoor ecumenical prayer service was held at St. Cecilia Parish on October 4,
2020. On a beautiful sunny day, a good (and well-spaced) crowd, offered many plans for
action as part of the service. These can be viewed on the STA Social Justice web page.

Honduras Committee: We received a report

from Deacon John Donaghy, that a wonderful
mural project had been initiated at our Sister
Parish, Dulce Nombre de Maria. A local
muralist has been engaged on site, and the
photos included here show progress on what
will be a permanent and lasting beautiful
addition to the parish worship space.

Worldly Goods Sale: This annual sale, with benefits going to the STA Love

Your Neighbor Ministry, has been canceled this year due to COVID-19
restrictions. However, in its place will be a Benefit Sale at the store on
December 5 and online from Saturday, December 5 at 12:00am - Sunday
December 6 at 11:59pm. Put these dates on your calendar and help us raise
funds to help neighbors in need. Thanks for your support!

MICA Advent Food Collection: With the great need for food among the

needy, STA will again hold its Advent Food Collection. Donations can be
dropped off any time the building is open and placed in baskets located in the
Gathering Space under the Head of Christ. Donations made will be contactless,
with STA volunteers picking up donations weekly and delivering them to
MICA for distribution to those who need the help.

Parish Registration: This year, partly in response to COVID-19 restrictions, parish registration is being completed totally
online. STA parishioners have been registering since last August, and registration remains open. Those who have not as yet
had a chance to register, may go to the following link and complete the simple form.
http://staparish.net/registration
Bereavement Ministry: With the decision made not to hold the
All Souls Day of Remembrance Service, due to COVID-19
restrictions, the members of the Bereavement Committee decided
to write personal notes to each of the STA parishioners who
experienced the loss of a loved one in the past year. There were 36
STA parishioners identified, and each received two notes of care,
consolation and remembrance. Early feedback is that the notes
were very well received.
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Clerestory windows: replaced the original windows in the sanctuary with modern, thermally-efficient, windows.
Rectory exterior: Andy Campbell replaced extensive sections of deteriorated cedar siding at the rectory and then repainted the entire
house. Spalling brick: a section of brickwork that faced Lincoln Way was repaired and the water infiltration issue that contributed to
this damage was remedied. Concrete walkway at upper parking entrance: sinking and uneven, was replaced.
HVAC pipe and valves at the south end of the worship space: which had succumbed to rust and age, were replaced.

Future Projects

Student Lounge renovation: new furniture, paint, carpet and lighting. Look for
details soon as preliminary plans are ready to share. Retaining wall along the north
side of building: to be replaced. Upper parking deck: replacement of expansion
joint, re-caulk and seal concrete deck to stop leaks to the lower level and prolong the
life of the concrete. Wifi in the Prayer Garden: looking at options to extend wifi
to those who use the prayer garden for study or just to enjoy the gardens.

“The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it.” John 1:5
During this time of unrest and darkness, it has been a joy to witness the conversion and transformation of those preparing for the
sacraments of initiation as they encounter the light of Christ. Guided by sponsors, mentors and small faith sharing, these men and
women continue to seek a deeper relationship with Christ and His Church.
We express our gratitude to the resident parishioners and students who continue to evangelize, guide and welcome candidates into the
community; ensuring that social distancing did not result in spiritual distancing.
A special thanks to Fr. Kyle, campus ministry and the liturgy team. Their flexibility and
support has resulted in our candidates feeling welcomed and encouraged despite the
restricts of the pandemic.

Sacraments Celebrated
Since Late Spring:
Baptism/Confirmation/
First Holy Eucharist: 8
Profession of Faith/Confirmation/
First Holy Eucharist: 9
Confirmation/First Holy Eucharist: 2
Individuals Currently Preparing
for Sacraments of Initiation: 29
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Like
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515-232-5642

412 Welch

525 Gilchrist St.

ELECTRIC
232-5096

Mark R. Stenberg, CPA

233-1760

BALDUS
Over 50 Years Experience

www.klatt-assoc.com

Open 10:30 AM-10:00 PM Daily

Tax, Accounting, & Business Consulting.

www.worldlygoods.org

515-382-5481 • 1110 6th St. • Nevada, IA 50201
info@kockler.com
www.centraliowaaccountant.com

MEMORYMAKER DESIGN
Ronell “Ronnie” Lindeman

Non-profit fair trade
goods from around
the world

223 Main St. • Downtown Ames
233-4568

Tax Preparation
Payroll Services
Accounting
Consulting
Quickbooks

Mark Chasey, Owner

1700 SE. 16th St. • 515-233-5000

www.DeeryAmes.com

Interior Design Professional
for Over 25 Years

Window Treatments a Specialty!

515-231-1672

mmdesign@netins.net

Jewelry For You!

Dr. Barbara Read

236 Main St. • 515-232-0678

Free Consultation
DrBarbaraRead.com

Gilger Designs

1606 Golden Aspen Dr., Ste. 101 • 233-8880
Call LPi today for advertising info
(800) 950-9952

232-8153 • www.amesarborist.com

Jim Rock Arborist/Owner

Tree & Lawn Care Experts

Contact Rob Witte • rwitte@4LPi.com • (800) 950-9952 x2501

ISA Certified

Chiropractic Practice
Dr. John R. Moore
General Practice

809 Wheeler St., Ste. 104
Ames, Iowa, 50010-5098

515.663.3043

(515) 233-1709

www.firstpointwm.com

Ames Oral Surgeons, P.C.
Full-Service Dog Resort
Mobile and Salon Grooming

Roland, IA

515-388-4662

www.hurdshoundhaven.com

It’s your future. Let’s protect it.®
Daniel Weber, Parishioner
103 E 6th St, Ste 100 | Ames
(515) 292-3020 | daniel.weber@fbfs.com
https://danielweber.fbfsagents.com
Auto | Home | Life | Annuities | Business | Farm & Ranch

Jerry Carney
& Sons, Inc.

Jeffrey G. Herrick, D.D.S.

ROBERT A. RUDMAN, D.D.S.
JOHN B. KAZWELL, D.D.S.
PETER W. CHO, D.D.S.

Family Dentistry
New Patients Welcome

1212 Duff Ave., Ames, IA 50010

(515) 233-3778

515-232-6830

DORAN CLINIC
FOR WOMEN

Medical Arts Building • 1015 Duff Ave
Doran Clinic or Women

www.doranclinic.com

620 5th St.
Ames, Iowa 50010

Joyce Lines, M.D.
Ann Gessner, D.O.
Mary Rotto, P.A.-C
Allison Eness, P.A.-C
Emily Jordison, A.R.N.P.

239-6970

Selling Road Tested Used Auto Parts at
1816 SE 5th Street • Ames

Since 1956
232-1897
www.carneyautoparts.com

Your Locally Owned & Operated
Durable Medical Equipment Provider

(515) 232-6000

118 Southeast 5th Street • 515-233-1700
www.entirecarcareofames.com
entirecarcare@yahoo.com

PLUMBING • DRAIN CLEANING • WATER JETTING
YOUR PLUMBING AUTHORITY

515-233-3700

2825 WAKEFIELD CR. • AMES, IOWA

4813 W. Lincoln Way

515-292-2997 • WWW.KDAMUSEMENT.COM

Dr. Jordan Poss,Parishioner
Dr. Julie Cassaidy
515-292-9014

Anne Schmitt • 515-232-5121
502 Douglas Ave., Ames
adamssoderstrum.com

www.blueskyames.com
Braces & Invisalign Experts

Buffet All Day Everyday
from 11 a.m. till 9 p.m.
Voted Best Chicken and
Buffet in Story County !

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL

Complete sewer & drain cleaning
& televising
Backflow testing • Water heaters

24 HOUR SERVICE • 232-5156

Weddings • Events
rusticrosebarn.com
515.388.4662
Roland, IA

Ben Kellen

515-460-2844
www.hickoryonline.biz

Hansen
Roofing & Painting
Serving Ames & Surrounding Areas for Over 30 Years
All Types of Roofing-Painting-Drywall Repairs-Remodeling

FREE
ESTIMATES

“Your best bet is to hire a vet”

296-2290

232-1999

1404 Boston Ave.
Ames, IA 50010

Ames Pizza Ranch

FAMILY LAW • WILLS • BANKRUPTCY • REAL ESTATE

Robyn C. Huss

(515) 233-3477

robyn@husslaw.com
www.husslaw.com
Free Initial Consultation Evening
and Weekend Appointments Available

Mark Hanson Owner

Specializing in Commercial and Low Slope Roofs
232-9133 • www.csroofing.com

“Unique Name One of a Kind Service”
515-441-2988

FREE ESTIMATES NEVADA, IA

			

K’Lynn Lynn
515-450-0476 Real Estate Center
klynn@homesbyklynn.com

www.remax.com

For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952 • www.4lpi.com

Dave Tucker

316 S. Duff • Ames, IA 50010

515-817-5746

St. Thomas Aquinas, Ames, IA
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