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Christmas Mass Schedule: 
 

Christmas Eve: Thursday, December 24 
*2:00 p.m. (St. Michael's  - Livestreamed - No music at this Mass) 
*4:00 p.m. (St. Michael's - Livestreamed) 
*5:00 p.m. (St. Mary's - Livestreamed) 
6:00 p.m. (St. Michael's) 
10:00 p.m. (St. Michael's) 
 
Christmas Day: Friday, December 25 
7:30 a.m. (St. Michael's - No incense, Capacity 350) 
8:00 a.m. (St. Mary's) 
*9:15 a.m. (St. Michael's - Livestreamed) 
10:30 a.m. (St. Mary's) 
11:00 a.m. (St. Michael's) 

Confessions Available: 
 

Saturday, December 19 
8:00 - 9:00 a.m. (St. Mary’s; 2 priests) 
3:00 - 4:15 p.m. (St. Michael’s; 2 priests) 
5:30 - 6:30 p.m. (St. Michael’s) 
 

Monday, December 21 
5:00 - 5:25 p.m. (St. Michael’s) 
 
Tuesday, December 22 
8:00 - 9:00 a.m. (St. Mary’s) 
4:00 - 5:15 p.m. (St. Michael’s; 2 priests) 
6:00 - 7:00 p.m. (St. Michael’s) 
 
Wednesday, December 23 
5:00 - 5:25 p.m. (St. Michael’s) 



Entrance Antiphon: Cf. Isaiah 45:8: Drop down dew from above, 
you heavens, and let the clouds rain down the Just One; let the earth 
be opened and bring forth a Savior.  
 
Processional Hymn: 501:  1. People, look East! The time is near Of 
the crowning of the year. Make your house fair as you are able, Trim 
the hearth and set the table, People, look East and sing today—Love, 
the Guest, is on the way. / 2. Furrows, be glad! Though earth is bare, 
One more seed is planted there. Give up your strength the seed to 
nourish, That in course the flow’r may flourish. People, look East and 
sing today—Love, the Rose, is on the way. / 3. Birds, though you long 
have ceased to build, Guard the nest that must be filled. Even the 
hour when wings are frozen God for fledging-time has chosen. 
People, look East and sing today—Love, the Bird, is on the way.  
 
Kyrie: Kyrie eleison. Lord, have mercy. Christe eleison. Christ, have 
mercy. Kyrie eleison. Lord, have mercy. 
 
First Reading: 2 Samuel 7:1-5, 8b-12, 14a, 16: When King David was 
settled in his palace, and the LORD had given him rest from his  
enemies on every side, he said to Nathan the prophet, “Here I am 
living in a house of cedar, while the ark of God dwells in a tent!” 
Nathan answered the king, “Go, do whatever you have in mind, for 
the LORD is with you.” But that night the LORD spoke to Nathan and 
said: “Go, tell my servant David, ‘Thus says the LORD: Should you 
build me a house to dwell in?’“ "'It was I who took you from the 
pasture and from the care of the flock to be commander of my people 
Israel. I have been with you wherever you went, and I have destroyed 
all your enemies before you. And I will make you famous like the 
great ones of the earth. I will fix a place for my people Israel; I will 
plant them so that they may dwell in their place without further 
disturbance. Neither shall the wicked continue to afflict them as they 
did of old, since the time I first appointed judges over my people 
Israel. I will give you rest from all your enemies. The LORD also 
reveals to you that he will establish a house for you. And when your 
time comes and you rest with your ancestors, I will raise up your heir 
after you, sprung from your loins, and I will make his kingdom firm. I 
will be a father to him, and he shall be a son to me. Your house and 
your kingdom shall endure forever before me; your throne shall stand 
firm forever.'” 
 
Psalm Response: Psalm 89: Response: For ever I will sing the 
goodness of the Lord. Verses:  The promises of the Lord I will sing 
forever; through all generations my mouth shall proclaim your 
faithfulness. For you have said, “My kindness is established forever”; 
in heaven you have confirmed your faithfulness. / “I have made a 
covenant with my chosen one, I have sworn to David my servant: 
Forever will I confirm your posterity and establish your throne for all 
generations.” / “He shall say of me, ‘You are my father, my God, the 
Rock, my savior.’ Forever I will maintain my kindness toward him, 
and my covenant with him stands firm.” 
 
Second Reading: Romans 16:25-27: Brothers and sisters: To him 
who can strengthen you, according to my gospel and the 
proclamation of Jesus Christ, according to the revelation of the 
mystery kept secret for long ages but now manifested through the 
prophetic writings and, according to the command of the eternal 
God, made known to all nations to bring about the obedience of 
faith, to the only wise God, through Jesus Christ be glory forever and 
ever. Amen.  
 
Gospel Acclamation: Luke 1:38: Behold, I am the handmaid of the 
Lord. May it be done to me according to your word. 
 
Gospel: Luke 1:26-38: The angel Gabriel was sent from God to a 
town of Galilee called Nazareth, to a virgin betrothed to a man 
named Joseph, of the house of David, and the virgin’s name was 
Mary. And coming to her, he said, “Hail, full of grace! The Lord is with 

you.” But she was greatly troubled at what was said and pondered 
what sort of greeting this might be. Then the angel said to her, “Do 
not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. “Behold, you 
will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you shall name him 
Jesus. He will be great and will be called Son of the Most High, and 
the Lord God will give him the throne of David his father, and he will 
rule over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be 
no end.” But Mary said to the angel, “How can this be, since I have no 
relations with a man?” And the angel said to her in reply, “The Holy 
Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will 
overshadow you. Therefore the child to be born will be called holy, 
the Son of God. And behold, Elizabeth, your relative, has also 
conceived a son in her old age, and this is the sixth month for her who 
was called barren; 
for nothing will be impossible for God.” Mary said, “Behold, I am the 
handmaid of the Lord. May it be done to me according to your word.” 
Then the angel departed from her. 
 
Sanctus: #377B: Santcus, Sanctus, Sanctus, Domine Deus Sabaoth. 
Pleni sunt caeli et terra gloria tua. Hosanna in excelsis. Benedictus 
qui venit in nomine Domini. Hosanna in excelsis.  
 
Eucharistic Acclamation: We proclaim your death, O Lord, and 
profess your resurrection until you come again.  
 
Amen  
 
Agnus Dei: #384B: Agnus Dei, qui tollis piccata mundi: miserere 
nobis. Agnus Dei, qui tollis piccata mundi: miserere nobis. Agnus Dei, 
qui tollis piccata mundi: dona nobis pacem.  
 
Communion Antiphon: Isaiah 7:14: Behold, a Virgin shall conceive 
and bear a son; and his name will be called Emmanuel.  
 
Spiritual Communion Prayer: My Jesus, I believe that You are 
present in the Most Holy Sacrament. I love You above all things, and I 
desire to receive You into my soul. Since I cannot at this moment 
receive You sacramentally, come at least spiritually into my heart. I 
embrace You as if You were already there and unite myself wholly to 
You. Never permit me to be separated from You. Amen. 
 
Communion Hymn 515:  1. Lo, how a Rose e’er blooming From 
tender stem hath sprung! Of Jesse’s lineage coming As seers of old 
have sung. It came, a blossom bright, Amid the cold of winter, When 
half spent was the night. / 2. Isaiah ’twas fortold it, The Rose I have in 
mind, With Mary we behold it, The Virgin Mother kind. To show God’s 
love aright She bore to us a Savior, When half spent was the night. / 3. 
O Flow’r, whose fragrance tender With sweetness fills the air, Dispel 
in glorious splendor The darkness ev’rywhere; True man, yet very 
God, From sin and death now save us, And share our ev’ry load. 
 
Hymn 972: 1. The angel Gabriel from heaven came, With wings as 
drifted snow, with eyes as flame, “All hail,” said he, “O lowly maiden 
Mary, Most highly favored lady.” Gloria! / 2. “How blest among all 
women you shall be, Whom ev’ry age will praise continually. Your Son 
shall be Emmanuel, by seers foretold, Most highly favored lady.” 
Gloria! / 3. Then gentle Mary meekly bowed her head, “To me be as it 
pleases God,” she said. “My soul shall laud and magnify God’s holy 
name.” Most highly favored lady, Gloria! 
 
Recessional: Hymn 492: 1. O come, O come, Emmanuel, And ransom 
captive Israel, That mourns in lonely exile here Until the Son of God 
appear. Refrain: Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel Shall come to you, O 
Israel. / 2. O come, O Wisdom from on high, Who order all things 
mightily; To us the path of knowledge show, And teach us in her ways 
to go. Refrain. / 3. O come, O come, great Lord of might, Who to your 
tribes on Sinai’s height In ancient times once gave the Law In cloud 
and majesty and awe. Refrain.  



On Sunday, December 20 from 1:00 p.m. - 2:00 p.m., Fr. Izen and Fr. Barnes will be distributing Holy  
Communion in the St. Mary's parking lot. Vehicles should travel North/South in order to turn right into the 
north entrance of the parking lot. Follow the signs and staff directions through the lot to one of the  
communion stations. Vehicles then leave through the south exit. This opportunity is primarily for those who 
have had to miss Holy Mass during this time. 

Thanks to the generosity of the Men’s Club, the Churches of St. Michael and St. 
Mary are offering two books this Christmas for you to refresh your faith life. In I 
Heard God Laugh, Matthew Kelly tells about developing habits of spending time 
with our Lord to increase our faith life and foster a relationship with Christ. The 
second book, Do Something Beautiful for God, The Essential Teachings of  
Mother Teresa is a collection of reflections by Saint Teresa of Calcutta.  
 
This book provides a reflective teaching for each day throughout the year. 
Choose the book that best suits you and your family! Books will be available at 
both parishes during the Christmas season. We hope you enjoy this gift and 
share it with others. Joyous Noel! 

 

If you are interested in joining the Knights of Columbus, please contact Mark Hartmann (989-
600-8309) or visit St. Michael’s  or St. Mary’s parish webpages under the “Get Involved” tab to 
learn how you can live the faith as a Knight. In celebration of the beatification of our founder, 
Blessed Fr. Michael McGivney, the Knights of Columbus are offering a free year of  
membership to those who apply before 12/31/2020. The initiation process (exemplification) 
consists of a short online video to be watched with a brother knight. Vivat Jesus! 

 

In Blaise Pascal’s work, Pensees, he says: “What else does this craving, and this helplessness, proclaim but 
that there was once in man a true happiness, of which all that now remains is the empty print and trace? This 
he tries in vain to fill with everything around him, seeking in things that are not there the help he cannot find 
in those that are, though none can help, since this infinite abyss can be filled only with an infinite and  
immutable object; in other words by God himself.” 
 
We have a difficult time accepting that fulfillment and happiness are not achieved by our own merits but 
through a relationship with God. We are hardwired for this relationship and it is in our DNA. The simple fact is 
that we come from God and are designed to return to God. If our beginning and our end define who we are, 
why would we not want to seek the One who can truly satisfy? The world does not realize that it is waiting. It is 
waiting for the birth of God in time, within one’s soul and in eternity. We get so confused by seeking other  
momentary satisfactions that we misinterpret the hunger within. We crave God. 
 
The union of God and humanity, revealed in Jesus Christ, is precisely what sets us on a straight path, orders 
our relationships, establishes proper focus and goals and tells us whose kingdom we really are meant to 
serve. We are so lost. God is with us. The prophet Nathan told this to King David, the angel said this to Mary 
and the birth of Christ brings this Good News to us. We do not need to be busily looking for more things but 
must learn to find contentment and blessing in the One Presence. This is the beautiful simple message of  
Advent! 
 
If you are feeling unsettled, anxious, angry, disgruntled, disconnected, unhappy, worried, fearful, off center, 
becoming overly self-indulgent, unable to spend time alone and without distraction, then there’s a good 
chance you are lost. Now is the time to allow God to find you! Ponder the holy simplicity of Mary’s call to be 
the Mother of God. “Behold, I am the handmaid of the Lord. May it be done to me according to your word.” 
When we are helpless and at home with our emptiness, God will fill us. Our Savior has come. ©LPi 
 



Return to the Father's merciful heart before  
Christmas! In addition to the regular schedule for the 
Sacrament of Reconciliation, Father Izen and Father 
Barnes will offer extended hours of Confession on 
Saturday, December 19 and Tuesday, December 22.  
 
Saturday, December 19 
8:00 - 9:00 a.m. (St. Mary’s; 2 priests) 
3:00 - 4:15 p.m. (St. Michael’s; 2 priests) 
5:30 - 6:30 p.m. (St. Michael’s) 
 
Tuesday, December 22 
8:00 - 9:00 a.m. (St. Mary’s) 
4:00 - 5:15 p.m. (St. Michael’s; 2 priests) 
6:00 - 7:00 p.m. (St. Michael’s) 
 

The 2021 liturgical calendars have arrived and are available at both parish church entrances while supplies 
last. A special thank you to Simonet Funeral Home, who fully sponsored the calendars for both parishes again 
this year! 
  

If you receive envelopes for your Sunday stewardship donations, ‘tis the season for picking them up! St. 
Michael’s offertory envelopes are located just outside of the Atrium (on the rampway from the back parking 
lot entrance to the church). St. Mary’s offertory envelopes are located in the Atrium leading to the Great 
Hall. Look for the box with your family’s name, organized in alphabetical order. If you do not see your box or 
would like to start receiving envelopes, please contact your parish office. If you know of family, friends or 
neighbors who have not returned to church due to the coronavirus, your help in delivering them is greatly  
appreciated! 
 

There is much confusion concerning the Catholic Church’s response to persons who experience same-sex  
attraction and gender dysphoria. We know our call and mission to love, to will the good of the other. What 
does this look like in real life, especially in these situations? This question is especially relevant for parents 
with children struggling with these topics. As a parent, you don’t have to choose between the Church and your 
child. It is possible to have a loving and supportive relationship with your children or young adults while not 
embracing beliefs contrary to the Faith.   
 
Please reach out to missiontolove@costm.org for resources, prayer, and support. All communication will be 
kept confidential.  
 

 
If you or someone you love is grieving the loss of a child to abortion, come and experience the healing mercy 
of Jesus Christ on our weekend retreat. The next Rachel’s Vineyard Twin Cities' retreat is January 8-10, 2021. 
For more information contact Nancy at rachels@rvineyardmn.org, call 763-250-9313 or see 
www.rvineyardmn.org.  
 

These last months have been incredibly difficult on all of us and marriages have suffered! Please let us help 
you to find enrichment, joy, and hope in your relationship! Register for the January 9-10 Marriage Encounter. 
Weekends are held at Mt Olivet Conference and Retreat Center in Farmington. Visit www.marriages.org for  
additional information or call 651-454-3238.  



Dear Parishioners of St. Michael’s and St. Mary’s – Even during these 
strange times, I pray your final days of Advent are filled with joy and 
hope. A few notes in preparation for our Christmas Masses:  
 
First, things will look mostly familiar regarding our regular Mass  
schedule. We added a 2:00 p.m. Mass at St. Michael’s on Christmas Eve 
Day as Archbishop Hebda granted an exception to celebrate a Mass 
before 4:00 p.m. (this year only). Since the 4:00 p.m. Mass is our most 
popular, adding a 2:00 p.m. Mass seemed wise.   
 
Next, we will not offer "sign-ups" for parishioners to attend Christmas 
Masses. While we might reach capacity and need to ask some to return 
for another Mass time, most of our Christmas Mass crowd consists of 
folks who are not regular Mass-goers.  Since they are not reading the 
bulletins or receiving Flocknote messages, many would not know to 
sign up and we would still reach maximum capacities. 
 
In conclusion, what is the best 
strategy for our faithful  
parishioners? Avoid the 4:00 p.m. 
Mass. Most Masses will offer  
overflow seating in both the Social 
Hall and the School Gym, but this 
still does not guarantee seating for 
everyone. Historically, Christmas 
morning Masses are more lightly 
attended, especially 7:30 a.m. at 
St. Michael’s and 8:00 a.m. at St. 
Mary’s (but please note the  
smaller capacity at St. Mary’s).  
 
Whenever you decide to attend, we look forward to celebrating the Na-
tivity of Our Lord with you. Here is our full Christmas Mass Schedule: 
 
Christmas Eve: Thursday, December 24 
*2:00 p.m. (St. Michael's  - Livestreamed - No music at this Mass) 
*4:00 p.m. (St. Michael's - Livestreamed) 
*5:00 p.m. (St. Mary's - Livestreamed) 
6:00 p.m. (St. Michael's) 
10:00 p.m. (St. Michael's) 
 
Christmas Day: Friday, December 25 
7:30 a.m. (St. Michael's - No incense, Capacity 350) 
8:00 a.m. (St. Mary's) 
*9:15 a.m. (St. Michael's - Livestreamed) 
10:30 a.m. (St. Mary's) 
11:00 a.m. (St. Michael's) 
 
*These Masses will be livestreamed to our parish YouTube and  
Facebook pages. Search “St. Michael Stillwater” on either platform to 
find us. 
 
To make time for cleaning between liturgies, church doors will open 
for seating 30 minutes before Mass begins. (We will not have pre-Mass 
Christmas carols this year). Capacity at St. Mary’s is 200 (Church 100, 
Great Hall 100). Capacity at St. Michael’s is 550 (Church 250, Social Hall 
100, Gym 200). Please contact your Parish Office with any questions. 

Fr. Michael Izen, Pastor 
frizen@costm.org  |  651-379-1261 
 
 

Fr. Austin Barnes,  Parochial Vicar  
frbarnes@costm.org  |  651-379-1262 
 

December Parish Office Hours: 
Monday - Thursday, 8:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.  
651-439-1270 
fharris@costm.org 
Parish Council Chair, Mary Wicker  
(651-430-3223) 
 
Mass Times 
Monday - Saturday 7:30 a.m. 
Sunday 8:00 a.m; 10:30 a.m; 6:00 p.m. 
  

December Parish Office Hours: 
Monday - Thursday, 8:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.  
651-439-4400 
info@costm.org 
Parish Council Chair, Dennis Symalla  
(952-222-0245); symalla@centurylink.org 
 
Mass Times 
Monday - Friday 5:30 p.m. 
Saturday (Anticipatory) 4:30 p.m. 
Sunday 7:30 a.m; 9:15 a.m; 11:00 a.m. 

 

Follow us on Facebook and join us live online 
every day for the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass: 
Monday - Saturday           7:30 a.m. (Facebook)
Sunday                                   9:15 a.m. (Facebook  
_________            & YouTube) 
 
*Updated (10/18): Our 9:15 Sunday Mass will be 
broadcast on Channel 18 (Valley Access) on: 
Wednesdays (5 p.m. and 11 p.m.) 
Thursdays (5 a.m. and 11 a.m.) 
Saturdays (9 p.m.) 
Sundays (Live at 9:15 a.m.) 
 

St. Michael’s (Northwest Corner of Church) 
Monday - Friday           5:00—5:25 p.m. 
Saturday            3:00—4:15 p.m. 
 
St. Mary’s (Confessional, Behind Screen) 
Saturday            8:00—8:30 a.m. 



For those considering year-end charitable giving, the SECURE and CARES Acts offer donors the potential to 
reduce tax liability in 2020. Here are three things to consider: 
 
“Above-the-Line” Deduction for Cash Gifts in 2020  
The CARES Act enables a taxpayer who takes the standard deduction to still benefit from his or her charitable 
gifts. A $300 “above-the-line” deduction is now available for gifts of cash by a nonitemizer, but the gift may 
not be to a donor-advised fund or supporting organization. 
 
100% Charitable Deduction Limit 
For 2020, the CARES Act increases the deduction limit from 60% to 100% of adjusted gross income (AGI) for 
gifts of cash to charity (excluding donor-advised funds and supporting organizations). The gift may be for any 
charitable purpose. 
 
Gifts of Long-Term Appreciated Securities  
Giving a gift of long-term appreciated securities is often more tax advantageous than giving cash. This is  
because capital gains taxes can be avoided on gifts of long-term appreciated securities.  
 
Questions? We encourage you to seek professional guidance from financial advisors for further information. 

7/1 - 12/13/2020 St. Mary's St. Michael's 

Budgeted Collections $188,365 $686,185 

Actual Weekly Collections $192,870 $645,522 

Amount Over / (Short) $4,505 ($40,663) 



We welcome to our parish community the newest members of our Christian family through the Sacrament of 
Baptism: Everett Reece Motte (son of Taren and Daleena) and Finnley Jo Nelson (daughter of Derek and  
Callie). 
 

Please pray for the repose of the souls of Cortzie Downs, Lucille Sawczuk, and Larry Zenner (father of Pat 
Burchill) and for all loved ones who mourn their loss. Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let perpetual 
light shine upon them. May the souls of the faithful departed, through the mercy of God, rest in peace. Amen. 

Please pray for the repose of the soul of Mary Ann Schwantes and Harold Sinn (father of Sally Zabel) and for all 
loved ones who mourn their loss. Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let perpetual light shine upon them. 
May the souls of the faithful departed, through the mercy of God, rest in peace. Amen. 

Stop by St. Mary’s to pick up your calendar, envelopes, and Christmas Book giveaway on Saturday, December 
19 from 8:00 a.m. until 12:00 p.m. noon! Members of the Pastoral Council, Finance Council, and Trustees will 
be staffing the table. This will also be an opportunity to make your end-of-year financial gift to the parish. In 
addition, Father Izen  and Father Barnes will be available for the Sacrament of Reconciliation from 8:00 a.m 
until 9:00 a.m. We hope to see you on the 19th! 

Each year during Advent, we prepare our 
hearts to celebrate the birth of Christ our 
Savior at Christmas. As we anticipate this 
joyful celebration, we recall the journey of 
the Holy Family from Nazareth to  
Bethlehem. Far from home, poor, and in 
great need, Mary and Joseph find refuge in 
a simple stable. But this humble setting 
among the livestock soon welcomes the 
heavenly host of angels and the infant  
Jesus himself.  
 
Today, women in our own communities 
are pregnant, poor, perhaps without a 
home, and in great need. They may feel 
alone, scared, and overwhelmed, not 
knowing where to turn. In challenging circumstances, expectant mothers need a refuge of their own. Like the 
Holy Family, they may be reliant on the kindness of others.  
 
This year, may the story of the first Christmas inspire us to reach out to mothers in need. May we proactively 
seek to offer loving support and encouragement as they prepare to welcome their children. By answering this 
call, may we help mothers experience the joy, hope, and peace brought by the infant Jesus. And may we, too, 
share in and bear witness to the miracle of new life. usccb.org/prayforlife 



Sg 2:8-14 or Zep 3:14-18a/Ps 
33:2-3, 11-12, 20-21 [1a; 3a]/Lk 1:39-45  
 

1 Sm 1:24-28/1 Sm 
2:1, 4-5, 6-7, 8abcd]/Lk 1:46-56  
 

Mal 3:1-4, 23-24/Ps 25:4-
5ab, 8-9, 10 and 14 [cf. Lk 21:28]/Lk 1:57-
66  
 

Morning: 2 Sm 7:1-5, 8b-12, 14a, 16/
Ps 89:2-3, 4-5, 27 and 29 [2]/Lk 1:67-79  
 

Vigil: Is 62:1-5/Ps 89:4-5, 16-17, 
27, 29 [2a]/Acts 13:16-17, 22-25/Mt 1:1-25 
or 1:18-25. Night: Is 9:1-6/Ps 96:1-2, 2-3, 
11-12, 13 [Lk 2:11]/Ti 2:11-14/Lk 2:1-14. 
Dawn: Is 62:11-12/Ps 97:1, 6, 11-12/Ti 3:4-
7/Lk 2:15-20. Day: Is 52:7-10/Ps 98:1, 2-3, 
3-4, 5-6 [3c]/Heb 1:1-6/Jn 1:1-18 or Jn 1:1-
5, 9-14  
 

Acts 6:8-10; 7:54-59/Ps 
31:3cd-4, 6 and 8ab, 16bc and 17 [6]/Mt 
10:17-2  
 

 Sir 3:2-6, 
12-14 or Gn 15:1-6; 21:1-3/Ps 128:1-2, 3, 4-
5 [cf. 1] or Ps 105:1-2, 3-4, 5-6, 8-9 [7a, 8a]/
Col 3:12-21 or 3:12-17 or Heb 11:8, 11-12, 
17-19/Lk 2:22-40 or 2:22, 39-40  

24/7 Eucharistic Adoration 
at St. Michael’s 

 
There is urgent need for Adorers to 

pray in our Adoration Chapel - 
Please prayerfully consider 

spending an hour with Our Lord!  
 

"Jesus wants you to do more than to 
go to Mass on Sunday.  Our 

communal worship at Mass must go 
together with our personal worship 
of Jesus in Eucharistic adoration in 

order that our love may be 
complete." (from Redemptor 
Hominis, by St. John Paul II) 

 
Sign-Up to Pray 

Please continue using 
WeAdoreHim.com to schedule your 
Holy Hours, find subs, and make or 
renew your commitment. Contact 

Sam with any questions.  
 

Chapel Coordinator 
Samantha Bertrand 

sjkbertrand@gmail.com 
612-615-4393 



Serving the parishes of St. Mary, St. Michael and St. Charles | SCCS Office: 651-439-5581  |  www.stcroixcatholic.org 

SCCS’s team of Middle School faculty guides students to a deeper level 
of self-reflection, discovering their God-given talents and limitations, 
developing leadership skills consistent with God’s plan, and  
contributing to the goodness of God’s creation. This effort, starting in 
Grade 6, is integrated into every subject and all activities. By the time 
our students reach Grade 8, they are confident, independent learners 
who take responsibility for their own education and personal  
formation. They aspire to make a difference in the world with their  
scientific, mathematical, and communication skills. They interpret the 
history and hope of humanity through the lens of the Catholic faith. 
They are the leaders of the student body: from running Student  
Council meetings, to leading morning prayer, to planning and  
executing school events. 

*Created for Greatness Virtuous Leadership Program 
*Socratic Seminars 
*1:1 Student Learning Technology (Chromebooks) 
*Full Option Science System (FOSS) 
*Institute for Excellence in Writing 
*All-School Mass and Adoration 
*Week-Long Trip to Environmental Learning Center (Grade 8) 
*Grade 8 Theatrical Production 
*Service Projects 
*Core Classes: Religion, Math, Language Arts (Reading and Writing),  
English and Communications, History, Science 
*Specialist Classes: Art, Music, Physical Education/Health, Technology, 
Spanish (Grade 8) 
*Extracurriculars: Band & Orchestra, Catholic Athletic Association,  
Student Council, Math Club, Quiz Bowl, Geography Bee, Yearbook,  
National Junior Honor Society, Children’s Choir (parish program) 

Now Acccepting 2021-2022 
Admissions Applications 

 
Initial Admissions 

Application Window  
Now Open through  

January 13*, 2021 for 
Preschool - Grade 8. 

 
Admissions Applications may 

be found on the school 
website, StCroixCatholic.org > 

Admissions. You may also  
contact Admissions  

Coordinator Denise Faust for 
more information or to  
schedule a tour. Email 

dfaust@stccs.com or call  
651-439-5581 (Ext. 232). 

 
Admissions letters and Tuition 

Assistance awards will be 
mailed to new families in  

February 2021. 
 

Re-enrollment for current 
SCCS families (Preschool - 

Grade 7) will take place  
January 6-13, 2021.  

 
*After January 13, Admissions 
applications will continue to 

be received by SCCS.  
Considerations for acceptance 

of these applications will be 
made after acceptance  

decisions are made for initial 
applications. 



Serving the parishes of St. Mary and St. Michael | Faith Formation Office: 651-351-3175           

 

NO CLASSES PREK—CONFIRMATION  the weeks of December 21 and 28. See you after the New Year! 

 
The star is an 
important 
biblical image. In 
Catechesis of the 

Good Shepherd, the youngest children are 
introduced to the symbol of the star, often depicted 
with a “tail” and sometimes called a comet star. 
This comet star is seen in all levels of the Catechesis 
of the Good Shepherd. According to Sofia Cavalletti, 
the founder of this work, the star has a long history 
in the Bible. Shortly before the season of Advent, 
the youngest children are introduced to biblical 
geography as they discover a small red dot on a 
globe to indicate the land of Israel. Once this 
announcement has been made to the children, they 
may be presented with a raised surface map, 
highlighting the three most important cities in the 
life of Jesus: Nazareth, Bethlehem, and Jerusalem. 
They come to know and recognize the symbol for 
the town of Bethlehem as a star. The older children 
also recognize the town of Bethlehem—symbolized 
by a comet star in their mapwork—as a symbol of 
the Incarnation (God becoming man) itself in the 
timelines of the History of the Kingdom of God and 
the Plan of God. 
 
The Prophecy of the Star and Scepter is presented 
to the older child in the Level One Atrium and 
revisited in the Level Two Atrium. Like all of the 
Messianic Prophecies, it is filled with striking images 
and promises fulfilled in the Mystery of the 
Incarnation of Jesus the Messiah and also in the 
Parousia, when Christ will come again. There is one 
prophecy that mentions the star. Found in the book 
of Numbers (the fourth book of the Bible), this verse 

is one of the earliest prophecies: A star shall come 
out of Jacob, and a scepter shall rise out of Israel.  
-Numbers 24: 17b 
 
In the Gospel of Matthew, wise men from the east 
travel to Israel, inspired by this star. Sofia Cavalletti 
writes on page 78 of The Good Shepherd and the 
Child: A Joyful Journey, “God places a ‘sign’ (a star) 
even in nature so that those from far away, and not 
of Jesus’s country or religion, can also know of his 
coming. The Magi follow the star to honor him and 
give him gifts.” For the three to six-year-old child, 
the six to twelve-year-old child, and even the adult, 
the gifts that are given to this child—and that the 
Magi “adore” him by prostrating—make us wonder: 
Who is this baby? Why a “tail”? The first rendering of 
a “tail” depicted on a star dates back to the 14th 
century, when Italian artist Giotto di Bondone 
painted it in his famous fresco in the Scrovegni 
Chapel in Padua. Giotto was probably influenced by 
the sight of Halley’s comet visible from the earth to 
the naked eye in 1301. Since that time, the “tail” or 
“comet” of the star was seen as a divine sign 
guiding the Magi toward Bethlehem. Many painters 
and sculptors also began using the “tail” in 
depicting the Nativity. The children delight in the 
star. We see this in their work with the material in 
the Atrium, and it is visible in their artwork. Most 
often, the child’s star is drawn with the color yellow, 
and we know the color yellow expresses great joy. 
As you prepare to celebrate the feast of Christmas, 
do you have a star as part of your home Nativity? 
We invite you to adorn your Christmas tree and 
include this comet star in your family Nativity. May 
your feast be marked by great joy! 
 
© The United States Association of The Catechesis 
of the Good Shepherd 

Families of children 
receiving  the Sacrament of Holy Communion  this year should 
have received a SignUpGenius to select a Mass for their child. If 
you did not, please contact our Faith Formation Office. 
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Ron & Mark Gagnon
800-999-0621 
651-644-4301 
Fax: 651-644-1498
2315 Hampden Ave.
St. Paul, MN 55114-1204
Refractory & Insulation 
Contractors

Hudson, WI • St. Paul, MN • Bismarck, ND
Cedar Rapids, IA • Bettendorf, IA   www.gagnon-inc.com

Complete
Diagnostic and Full
House Repair for
Trucks and Cars

Countryside Repair, Inc. 
439-3860

13147 McKusick Rd. • Stillwater

Kingwood Management
14520 61st Street Court North 

Stillwater, MN 55082 
651.439.7812 • kingwoodmanagement.com

Professional Real Estate Management 
Associations • Residential • Commercial 
Maintenance Repairs • Real Estate Sales

Your health coverage is a serious issue.
INDIVIDUAL • EMPLOYEE • MEDICAL & DENTAL 

PLANS • MEDICARE SUPPLEMENTS

HAMBLE
INSURANCE AGENCY INC.

651-439-9507
hambleinsurance@qwestoffice.net

5995 Oren Ave. N. • Oak Park Heights

Paul Kiolbasa, V.P. 
Senior Financial Consultant 
Wealth Management Group

651-351-0900
www.WealthManagementGroupLLC.net

Securities offered through LPL Financial
Member FINRA/SIPC 

Sales • Service • Installation

6080 OREN AVE N, STILLWATER
www.schwantesheating.com

651-439-3331

24 Hour SERVICE   FREE ESTIMATES

 
Jason Gorman, Realtor

Parishioner/St. Croix
Catholic School Parent

651-735-7653
www.jasongorman.com

Pat Zenner Burchill, Parishioner
Stillwater • 651-275-0333

Criminal Law • Juvenile Law
Family Law • DUI’s 

www.zennerlawoffice.com 

 
New Patients  

Welcome

651-351-0890

Dr. Rose Perpich & Dr. Tricia Carlson
stillwaterfamilydental.com

Schoenecker Family Owned
13601 60th St. N. • Stillwater, MN 55082

(651) 439-9340 • FAX (651) 439-6913

Italian Ristorante
Since 1989

Authentic Italian Cuisine
 & American Dining Favorites

Carry Out • Catering Available
Mon Closed • Tues-Thurs 11am-9pm
Fri & Sat 11am-10pm • Sun 3pm-9pm

(715) 386-7949   800 6th St N • Hudson, WI

Maroney’s Sanitation
Your Local Trash hauler since 1966

www.maroneysinc.com

Call us at : 651-439-7279

MILLER EXCAVATING, INC.MILLER EXCAVATING, INC.
Pete Miller, Steve St. Claire 

Scott St. Claire 
“Big or Small, We Do Them All”

651-439-1637
WWW.MILLEREXC.COM

1240 Frontage Rd W/Hwy 36
Stilllwater  651-351-9462651-351-9462

Andrew R. Poole,  
FICF, FSCP, Field Agent 

651-491-1608

andrew.poole@kofc.org

Protecting Catholic families since 1882.

Life Insurance • Long-Term Care 
Retirement Annuities • Disability

Contact Tom Maakestad to place an ad today!
tmaakestad@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x5858

Your Only Locally Owned Funeral Home 
Serving All Faiths 
Funeral • Cremation  
Preplanning, and Grief Support

www.bradshawfuneral.com               651.439.5511  
 2800 Curve Crest Boulevard, Stillwater 

All Seasons Heating & Air
Owner, Troy Landry

651-329-5464
allseasonsheatingair@gmail.com

www.allseasonshtgair.com

 

FULL SERVICE MARKET • DELI  
FRESH MEATS • CATERING 

www.brines-stillwater.com  
1790 Washington Ave., Stillwater           (651) 439-1862  

5620 Memorial Ave N
Oak Park Heights

651-770-1220
www.ritewayplumbing.com
LICENSED • BONDED • INSURED

Kathy Madore • 651.592.4444 
KathyMadore@edinarealty.com

Lisa Madore • 651.216.1335 
LisaMadore@edinarealty.com

                          www.themadores.edinarealty.com

   40+ Years Experience
   Serving MN & WI “EXPECT MORE...THE MADORES!”

DICK JOHNSON TERI KAMPMEYER

Dick’s Cell: 612 414 4803 • Teri’s Cell: 612 308 1831
your neighborhood realtor  for over 30 years 

• Auto • Homeowners • Life & Health 

Paul McCarthy 
Lake Elmo / 748-9400

Paul@McCarthyAgency.net

(651) 439-0603
www.schifskylandscaping.com

Troy & Sheila Schifsky, Parishioners

James T. Olsen - Parishioner
Business | Entertainment | Wills

Catholic specific Healthcare Directives available
651-263-4711 

James@jtolegal.com | jtolegal.com

Grief Coach, Author, Speaker, Blogger                                                  612-791-0417

Free introductory
Grief Consultation

with Author 
Andrea Easton.

     aeaston13@icloud.com

Housing for homeless 
pregnant women.

Volunteers needed.

651•373•1205
PhilomenaHouse.org



651-439-4333
COLLISION, SERVICE & PARTS

St. Croix Valley’s Chevrolet 
and Buick Dealer

Community Supporters Serving 
Parishioners & Priests 

Since 1922
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Family Owned and Operated 
6429 OSGOOD AVE. N., STILLWATER
651-439-7770 • simonetfuneralhome.com

Proud Supporters of 
St. Michael’s & St. Mary’s Parishes

The Lowell Inn  
651-439-1100 

St. Croix Boats 
651-430-1234 

Grand Pizza  
651-351-1262

Serving the St. Croix Valley since 1985 
www.jghause.com

Roofing • Siding • New Homes  • Remodeling

(651) 433-4500
Sales • Service • Installation

The area’s most trusted name in heating & air conditioning

Counseling Care
Christian Counseling

651-379-0444
Radio Drive & Interstate 94 

Lake Elmo, MN
www.counselingcare.us

Dad’s Plumbing
and Heating Co. LLC

Family owned and operated in
the St. Croix river valley for 25 years

24 Hour Emergency Service
No job is too big or small

651-436-6212

2185 Woodlane Drive
Woodbury, MN 55125

tel: 651-731-1560

Marc Roehrich, DDS James Erlandson, DDS

Chuck & Judy Invite You to Enjoy

Water Street Inn
Historic Inn & Conference Center

Featuring Charlie’s Restaurant & Irish Pub
Buy one breakfast or lunch entrée, receive one free. 

Includes Sunday Brunch. (not valid with other offers or on holidays.)

Funeral Luncheons available • 4 course Wine Dinners on Wednesdays.
 101 Water Street South

Stillwater, MN 55082
651.439.6000

www.waterstreetinn.us

Richard Baylon, DDS      Greg Beinlich, DDS, MS 

Claire Mielke, DDS         Nick Baylon, DDS 

2850 Curve Crest Blvd. W, Ste 100 • Stillwater, MN

(651) 439-5640 
www.pediatricdentistrymn.com

5745 Memorial Ave. N, Stillwater, MN • Mon-Fri 10-7 • Sat 9-5 • Sun 11-5 
Solid Wood Furniture - American Made • Mike O’Brien, Parishioner

651-439-2110 | simonetfurniture.com

STEVEN SCHULTZ, CPCU • Vice President  
Main: 651-644-7200 • Direct: 651-294-0712 

2361 Hwy 36 W. St. Paul, MN 55113 

sschultz@APMinnesota.com    
www.APMinnesota.com

Gabriel Flynn 
Publishers’ Rep.

“Great books for great schools”
• classroom libraries  • school libraries

1030 O’Ryan Trail North 
West Lakeland, MN 55082

(651) 303-3460 
gabeflynn@yahoo.com

MIKE BOEGE ABBY BRINE DEAN

651-226-6035

   

BURNET
Operated by a subsidary of NRT LLC.

25+ Years  
Experience  

Selling Homes  
in MN & WI

Contact Tom Maakestad to place an ad today!
tmaakestad@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x5858

Let’s find your  
financial True North
Mike Enright, CFP®, CIMA® 
Managing Director – Branch Director

(651) 766-4931 
mike.enright@rbc.com 
www.TrueNorthGroupRBC.com

True North Investment Group

©  2019 RBC Wealth Management, a division of RBC Capital 
Markets, LLC, Member NYSE/FINRA/SIPC. All rights reserved.

Let’s find your  
financial True North
Mike Enright, CFP®, CIMA® 
Managing Director – Branch Director

(651) 766-4931 
mike.enright@rbc.com 
www.TrueNorthGroupRBC.com

True North Investment Group

©  2019 RBC Wealth Management, a division of RBC Capital 
Markets, LLC, Member NYSE/FINRA/SIPC. All rights reserved.

Let’s 
find your 
financial 
True North

Mike Enright, CFP®, CIMA®

Managing Director - Branch Director

(651) 766-4931
mike.enright@rbc.com
www.TrueNorthGroupRBC.com

© 2019 RBC Wealth Management, a Division of RBC Capital 
Markets, LLC, Member NYSE/FINRA/SPIC. All Rights reserved.

Equal Housing Lender

2270 Frontage Rd. W • Stillwater, MN • 651.439.3050

•Consumer Banking
•Online/Mobile Banking
•Cash Management Services
•Business Banking

•Construction Loans
•Personal Loans
•Business Loans
•Home Loans

MidWestOne.com

Equal Housing Lender

2270 Frontage Rd. W • Stillwater, MN • 651.439.3050

•Consumer Banking
•Online/Mobile Banking
•Cash Management Services
•Business Banking

•Construction Loans
•Personal Loans
•Business Loans
•Home Loans

MidWestOne.com

• Consumer Banking • Construction Loans

• Online/Mobile Banking • Personal Loans

• Cash Management Services • Business Loans

• Business Banking • Home Loans

2270 Frontage Rd.W • Stillwater, MN

651.439.3050

Michael Justen 
Master Plumber

Parishioner

651-605-5025 
www.justenplumbing.com

Licensed, Bonded & Insured

3.5” x 2.5” | Maximum Font Size: 30 pt

MKT-5894K-A

edwardjones.com

The market changes. 
Are you prepared?

Travis J Amiot, AAMS® 
Financial Advisor

1725 Tower Dr W  Ste 120 
Stillwater, MN 55082 
651-603-6945

Terry Quinn
Insurance Agent

Parishioner

North Central  
Insurance Agency
Independent Insurance Agency

612-418-2940
* We can provide competitive  
insurance rates on home, auto,  
life, health/medicare, commercial!

Terry Quinn
Licensed Realtor

Parishioner

Marathon Realty
Insurancewithhomes@gmail.com

651-300-0130  
Ext 751
* We can also help you list  
your home or assist you as a  
buyer on your next new home!


