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NOTHING IS NORMAL THESE DAYS  

SUNDAY, MAY 17, 2020 

Fears about the pandemic have caused turmoil with our 
lives. Because the virus is highly contagious and life 
threatening, we’ve all been affected and the disruption 
will continue. 
Our parish’s practices and sacramental life are greatly 
altered. Celebrations of the sacraments of Reconciliation 
and of Anointing during Lent were cancelled. Three 
couples with weddings this spring have postponed them 
to the fall. The Confirmation liturgy, scheduled for May 
30, will be postponed (along with the final preparation 
session, scheduled for May 20). 
But still we prevail: we still pray together, we reach out 
in love together, we strengthen one another by our faith 
and witness. In these Easter weeks, we now welcome 
five baptized Christians into our Catholic communion—
Allie Esch and Caitlyn Marlowe this Sunday, Calan 
Smidt and Tod Thompson the next, and Bill Walker on 
Pentecost Sunday. Their catechists and sponsors have 
journeyed with them in these months, even joining in 
Zoom sessions during these past weeks of isolation.  

Baptisms and first Communions are signs of new life 
and accompany the new life of spring in a parish; signs 
that life is growing and flourishing and that our bless-
ings abound. This year, those visible signs of new life 
and celebrations are still on hold as we continue to take 
health and safety concerns seriously. While the children 
and families wait in anticipation of celebrations, let us 
all remember them in our prayers.  
What a joyous day it will be when we gather as a parish 
family to celebrate the Eucharist again! The celebrations 
we will have--welcoming new members in Baptism, cel-
ebrating first Communions, rejoicing in Confirmation, 
dancing at weddings. Those to be prayed over, seeking 
mercy and forgiveness, seeking healing and trust, will 
be welcomed in. 
Meanwhile, we take the precautions we must, we pray 
for the victims of the virus and their families, we ask 
God to watch over the care givers and medical person-
nel, we ask God for health. Grant us peace.  



In the first reading, Peter and John 
went to Samaria, where the people 
had just accepted the good news of 
Jesus. They baptized them and then, 
“They had laid hands on them and 
they received the Holy Spirit.” The 
“laying on of hands” is the ancient 
symbol used in the sacraments – dur-
ing baptism, over the gifts of bread 
and wine at Mass, at confirmations 
and ordinations, often during recon-
ciliation, at the anointing of the sick. 
Sometimes it involves physical touch, 
and sometimes hands extended over 
a person or object constitute the lay-
ing on of hands.  
· Do you have any experiences to 

share of this “laying on of hands” in 
your life? How about in the life of a 
friend or a family member? What 
did you experience? Have you ever 

laid hands on another or extended 
hands in blessing? What was that 
experience like?  

In the second reading, the writer 
says, “Always be ready to give an 
explanation to anyone who asks for 
a reason for your hope…” We be-
lieve that our faith makes an enor-
mous difference in our lives, and we 
look to our faith for hope, especially 
in these difficult days and weeks of 
pandemic. Sometimes we are able to 
share some of that faith with others. 
Sometimes we are unable to do that. 
· How can our faith be a source of 

hope? Can you remember anyone in 
your life who was able to “give you 
an explanation for their hope”? Can 
you ever remember doing that for 
someone else? How can we share 
our faith? When is it difficult to do 
so? How can we work through that 
difficulty?  

In the gospel, Jesus says, “I will ask the 
Father to give you another Advocate 
to be with you always…” Did you 
know that the word advocate is used in 
many languages to mean attorney or 
lawyer? An advocate is someone who 
pleads your case or your cause. The 
Greek word is paraclete – someone 
who is simply present during a trial.  

· Have you ever felt like an advocate 
or a paraclete for a friend or a rela-
tive? What was the situation? How 
did your presence affect how things 
went? Can you think of people whom 
you would call “advocates” in your 
life – people who are there to take 
your side? How is the Holy Spirit an 
advocate or paraclete in your life? 

Children’s questions: 
In today’s gospel reading, Jesus is 
telling his friends that he will soon be 
leaving them to go to Heaven to be 
with God the Father. They will miss 
him very much, like we miss our 
friends, grandparents, and other 
loved ones we can’t be with right 
now. Jesus promises to send them the 
Holy Spirit to help them to continue 
his works of kindness and mercy, and 
so they won’t be lonely.  

· How does it feel to miss somebody 
you can’t be with? How do we find 
ways to let them know we love 
them? The Holy Spirit helps the 
Church and each of us do the work 
of Jesus. How do we continue the 
work of Jesus? How can the Holy 
Spirit help us ?  

Thank you to Fr. John Ludwig 
for some of this material 

WEEKLY PRAYER 
CALL UPON MARY 
During the month of May, we honor Mary, the mother of Jesus and our 
mother. Shared for you is a reflection by St. Bernard of Clairvaux that 
seems appropriate for these days: 
If the storms of temptation arise, if you crash against  
the rocks of tribulations, look to the star, call upon Mary.  
If you are tossed about on the waves of pride, of ambition, of slander, 
of hostility, look to the star, call upon Mary…  
If you begin to be swallowed up by the abyss of depression  
and despair, think of Mary!  
In dangers, in anxiety, in doubt, think of Mary, call upon Mary…  
When you are terrified by judgment or in despair, think of Mary,  
for if she holds you, you will not fall, if she protects you,  
you need not fear.  
          Bernard of Clairvaux 
          Twelfth century  

QUESTIONS FOR THE SUNDAY READINGS 
Reflect and Respond to Scripture 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



READINGS FOR THE WEEK OF MAY 17, 2020 
SUN-5/17 Acts 8:5-8, 14-17/1 Pt 3:15-18/Jn 14:15-21 
MON-5/18 Acts 16:11-15/Jn 15:26-16:4 
TUE-5/19 Acts 16:22-34/Jn 16:5-11 
WED-5/20 Acts 17:15, 22-18:1/Jn 16:12-15 
THU-5/21 Acts 18:1-8/Jn 16:16-20 
FRI-5/22  Acts 18:9-18/Jn 16:20-23 
SAT-5/23 Acts 18:23-28/Jn 16:23b-28 
SUN-5/24 Acts 1:1-11/Eph 1:17-23/Mt 28:16-20 

Mon., May 18:  No Mass 
Tues., May 19:  5:30 pm  
 for Eileen Creager 
Wed., May 20:  9:00 am 
 for Maggie Murphy 
Thu., May 21:  9:00 am 
 for all the sick 
Fri., May 22:  9:00 am 
 for Steve Sullivan 
Sun., May 23:  10:30 am 
 for the parish community 
All Masses are cancelled for the 
public. Watch Sunday’s 10:30 
Mass on SSJP’s website or 
Facebook or go to dmdiocese.org/
resources/worship/coronavirus. 

Pastor: Fr. Timothy Fitzgerald 
Deacon Dennis and Sarah Luft 
Business Mgr: Maxine McEnany 
Office Manager:Laurie Delvaux 
Director of Adult Faith Formation: 
Paulette Chapman  967-3796 
Director of Music: 
Patty Hormann  967-3796 
Coordinator of Faith Formation: 
Jenni Lihs  967-3796 
Confirmation Coordinator: 
Janet Elwer  967-3796 
Senior High Youth Minister 
Chris Smith  515-250-7209 
Junior High Youth Minister 
Kristina Frank  319-269-8232  
Faith Formation Office Assistant: 
Shelly Hiemer  967-3796 
Office Assistant: 
Monna Sullivan  967-3796 
Parish Nurse: 
Linda Gries  263-0268 
Knights of Columbus: 
Leon Stidfole  360-2107 
Website: www.ssjohnpaul.org 
E-mail: 
ssjohnpaul@ssjohnpaul.org 
FAX:  967-7197 
Eucharistic Celebrations: 
Saturday  5:00 pm 
Sunday 8:30 am 
 10:30 am 
Tuesday 5:30 pm 
Wednesday - Friday   9:00 am 
Sacrament of Reconciliation: 
Saturday  4:00 pm 
and by individual appointment 
Eucharistic Adoration  
every Monday 7:00 pm 
Prayer Chain:  967-3796 or 
  ssjohnpaul@ssjohnpaul.org 

WORSHIP AND MEDITATION 

We hope for many things: 
passing an exam, finding 
our true love, securing sus-
tainable work, or surviving 
an illness. We often seek to 
have God be a part of 
what we hope for and de-
sire, almost trying to con-
vince Him that our agenda is 
what is ultimately important. 
While our particular hopes 
may appear to be what 
needs to be achieved in or-
der for us to be happy, they 
really are not. Our lesser, 
more personal hopes can 
distract us from true hope. 
When God became a hu-
man being, a powerful mes-

sage was sent: all that is 
authentically human is found 
in the divine. As the human 
Jesus lived and died in or-
der to show us that he truly 
is the universal Christ, we 
have to keep our sight fo-
cused on our eternal truth 
and who we truly are. True 
hope is found when we 
place our trust in Christ’s 
promises and don’t rely on 
our own strength. True hope 
focuses on striving toward 
the fulfillment of God’s 
promises and not simply on 
achieving what we think we 
need in this life. Hope al-
ways travels with two 
friends — faith and love. In 

this trio, we find the very 
presence of God born in 
every human being. These 
are God’s greatest gifts, 
and they lead us to the full-
ness of His presence. 
We cannot see hope with 
just our human eyes. We 
don’t carry this virtue within 
us to use solely for our own 
personal agenda. As with 
faith and love, hope is a 
gift that is given to us to 
draw us closer to our eter-
nal truth. Faith, hope, and 
love are signs that there is 
something greater to perse-
vere in obtaining. The true 
divine gift of hope is what 
will endure any hardship 
we encounter, especially 
those that will come from 
authentically living the Gos-
pel. With all that is hap-
pening in our lives, in our 
church, and in our world, 
what is the reason for our 
hope? Ask God for the for-
titude to see His eternal gift 
as the reason we get up in 
the morning and do the 
things we do.  ©LPi 

GOSPEL MEDITATION 
Encourage Deeper Understanding of Scripture 

OBSERVANCES FOR THE WEEK OF MAY 17, 2020 
Sunday:  6th Sunday of Easter 
Monday:  St. John I, Pope and Martyr 
Wednesday: St. Bernardine of Siena, Priest 
Thursday:  St. Christopher Magallanes, Priest,  
   and Companions, Martyrs 
Friday:  St. Rita of Cascia, Religious 
Next Sunday: The Ascension of the Lord; World Communications Day 

EUCHARISTIC INTENTIONS 

CONTACT US 



FAITH FORMATION NEWS 

FAMILY FAITH FORMATION ACTIVITY 
Take a Virtual Vacation 
While we can’t physically go on vacation, there are lots of 
places you can tour virtually. As a family choose a location and 
find a virtual tour. Talk about what you liked and what you did 
not. You can even plan snacks and meals for the location, dress 
up for the weather, take a few “pictures,” make it fun. Start 
your vacation at the Vatican; find a link to virtual tours here: 
ssjohnpaulfaithformation.org/may.html. 

PARISH & DIOCESAN NEWS 
A LETTER FROM OUR BISHOP 
Bishop Joensen sent a letter to the faithful of the Di-
ocese of Des Moines with an update on the work of 
the regathering task force and the status of resuming 
public Mass in our diocese. While there is no timeta-
ble, the bishop gives information on the directives 
necessary for the implementation of Phase 1, which 
is resuming daily Mass. And, “God willing, it will 
arrive very soon, based on a reasonable decline in the 
incidence of COVID-19 in our part of Iowa." 
The bishop reiterates that when we do begin to gather 
together, Sunday obligation remains suspended. The 
elderly, vulnerable individuals, individuals who live 
with vulnerable individuals, and those who are ill or 
have been exposed to someone with COVID-19 like 
symptoms should not attend Mass. Find the bishop's 
complete letter and the general information for Phase 1 
of the reopening at ssjohnpaul.org/covid-19-updates. 

THE OPTION OF ONLINE GIVING 
We thank everyone who has faithfully continued their giving, 
Your generosity helps us continue our outreach and keep 
paying the bills. 
For your convenience SSJP offers two electronic methods to 
make your tithe or building fund donations. WeShare online 
is set up by you and allows 24-7 access. ACH automatic with-
drawal features no fees and is set up and managed by the 
parish. More information can be found on our website, in-
cluding the ACH form, under the Sharing Your Gifts menu, or 
contact Maxine McEnany, mmcenany@ssjohnpaul.org or 967
-3796. Our parish is grateful for your continued support dur-
ing this unprecedented time. 

Wed., May 20:   
Staff meeting, 1 pm, via ZOOM 

Lord’s Day, May 24:   
Private prayer time, 9 am-12 pm, church 
Mass, 10:30 am, available on our website, ssjohnpaul.org 
RCIA, 11:30 am, via ZOOM 

WEEKLY SCHEDULE 

Zachary Bianchi 
Tyler Cross 
Nicole Dietzenbach 
Chase Dittmer 
Titiana Doe 
Rachael Doyle 
Kyler Fischer 
Connor Gituma 
Nickolas Good 
Jayme Heuer 
Huberty, Alex 
Jackson, Kyle 
Frederick Johnson 
Corinne Jorgenson 
Isabelle Juhler 
Mariah Kacer, 
Adrian Keomala 
Emma Kottlowski 
Lauren Lorentzen 

 

Cole Matthaidess 
Aubri McClung 
Emilia McDaniel 
Lauren Riley 
Anna Scott 
Madeline Shipley 
Erika Sisler 
Gabriel Smith 
Logan Sunvold 
Emma Thompson 
Regan Trexel 
Katherine VanDeVoorde 
Austin VanSchepen 
Karrigan VanZante 
Meredith Vorwerk 
Haleigh Walz 
Devin Wignall 
Tiffany Wing 

CELEBRATING OUR HIGH SCHOOL GRADS 

We congratulate this year’s high school seniors who 
achieved this milestone in the face of a pandemic up-
ending the normal traditions and events that take 
place this time of year. Despite this, a solidarity of 
being in this together emerges. Unfortunately, we are 
also unable to gather for our annual High School 
Graduation Mass originally scheduled for May 24. But 
as a parish community, we can celebrate the Class of 
2020 by writing congratulatory notes to the seniors. 
Choose to write one, a few, or to the entire class, and 
drop your notes off in the parish office entryway. We 
offer prayers to our graduates for new beginnings! 

TRACK 2 EUCHARIST RETREAT CANCELLED 
The Parent/Child retreat sched-
uled for Wednesday, May 20 will 
not take place. Track 2 parents, 
please watch for an email about 
how this preparation will take 
place one household at a time. 
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Swain Chiropractic
Dr. Kari Swain
(515) 967-9300

410 Center Place SW  
Altoona, IA

 www.SwainChiropractic.com
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Tammie Schroeder
Financial Advisor 
Parishioner
243-9112 | www.edwardjones.com

Lori Baldwin
Financial Advisor
515-967-4515 | www.edwardjones.com

General Contractor | Construction Manager | Design-Build
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Skinner 
Law Office

Lyle Reichter CPA 
lreichter@corwincpa.com  

Corwin, Reichter & Company, P.C.
Certified Public Accountants | Business Advisors

1055 JORDAN CREEK PKWY., STE .120 • WEST DES MOINES, IA

515/309-0215 • www.corwincpa.com

HEATING AND AIR CONDITIONING, INC.
2822 6th Ave. • Des Moines, Iowa  50313

Jason Gassmann, Owner/Parishioner
Office: 244-8911 www.bellbrothers.com

McManus Automotive 
Complete Auto Repair • Tires Sales & Service
550 8th St. Sw • Altoona • 967-1020

Please visit us at  
www.Mcmanusautoaltoona.com

Chris J. Hlas, D.D.S. 
Tannaz M. Shirazi, D.D.S.

107 8th St. SE, Altoona 967-4211

Choose Us For All Your Physical Therapy Needs
612 8th Street SW • Altoona, Iowa 50009

515-967-4124 • www.21stcenturyrehab.com

Fleur Pet Hospital 
4524 Fleur Drive 

285-1297
Dr. Lisa Williams, Parishioner

• Full service Veterinary Hospital • Professional Pet Grooming 
• Camp K-9 Doggy Daycare • Dog & Cat Boarding 

• Themed Pet Suites for the comforts of home boarding 
• $5 off first groom, new clients only

JENNY MOATS 
REALTOR® 

Visit my Blog at Allaltoona.com
JennyMoats.com 
(515) 306-7906

Scan to get my Mobile App and 
see homes everywhere you go!

listening... 
understanding... 
performing...

515.225.3469 
14225 University Avenue, Suite 110 Waukee, Iowa 
Robert Ridgway AIA www.designallianceinc.com

Bill & Eric Lack

515-262-8382 • 208-2431 
1300 N. Shadyview Blvd. • Pleasant Hill, IA 50327 

Ask about availability of a FREE loaner car.

Sue Sutton-Ludwig, REALTOR®
(515) 250-3126 
3602 NE Otterview Court  
Ankeny, IA 50021
HELPING YOU MAKE A HOUSE YOUR NEW HOME.

CONCEPTS
Soft Water

office: 515.224.2129
T.J. Riley, Owner
tj@iasoftwater.com

Pre-Kindergarten - 8th Grade

2107 E 33rd St. 
Des Moines

(515) 266-3433
stjosephcatholicdsm.org

FUTURES BEGIN AT ST. JOE’S!

We are proud to be central Iowa’s  
Catholic health care provider.  
Find a physician or clinic near you at 
mercyone.org/desmoines

OFFICERS 
GK Leon Stidfole (515) 360-2107 
DGK Jack Kopecky (515) 577-0556 
FS Marty DeDecker (515) 468-7772 
Mike Kockler (515) 681-2232

MEETING TIMES 
First Thursday of Month
6:00pm   Rosary 
6:20pm   Dinner 
7:00pm   Meeting

We are Our Brothers Keepers
Fr. Dan Clarke     Council #13109

DAN GINTHER, Field agent 

515-460-3411 
DANIEL.GINTHER@KOFC.ORG 

Life Insurance • Long Term Care • IRAs  
Disability Income • Retirement Planning

Mon-Sat 8am-9pm • Closed Sunday
620 8th St. SE • Altoona

Grocery 967-0705   Meat Dept. 967-3287

Contact Rob Witte • rwitte@4LPi.com • (800) 950-9952 x2501

616 8th St. SW             Altoona, Iowa

515-967-4787

Independent Living • Assisted Living
Short-Term Rehab • Long-Term Care


