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PARISH HALL CONSTRUCTION BEGINS!  

SUNDAY, AUGUST 2, 2020 

After years of planning and fundraising, a new parish hall 
is beginning to take shape. 
On July 22, fences were set up to enclose the construction 
area. The project is expected to be completed in eight months. 
The bids total $3,361,262. Included in that total are the gen-
eral requirements of professional fees, project management, 
superintendent vehicle, construction documents and safety, 
building permit and temporary utilities, field office equip-
ment, tools and equipment, fencing, signage and cleanup. 
The bid packages included in the above total are demoli-
tion, concrete, masonry, metals, woodwork and carpentry, 
membranes, roofs and flashing, fire and smoke protection, 
doors, glass and screens, drywall, tile, carpet and painting, 
signage, bathroom compartments, audio/visual equipment, 
window shades, fire sprinkler system, plumbing, heating, 
ventilation and air conditioning, electrical, life safety, 
earthwork grading and utilities and concrete, sidewalks, 
curbs and gutters. 
In addition to the general requirements and the bid packag-
es the Parish is carrying a contingency line item of 

$67,198, a budget for furniture and equipment of $40,000, 
a kitchen equipment budget of $40,000, a landscaping 
budget of $15,000, inspections of $20,000, utilities during 
construction, a feasibility study and architect fees. We feel 
some of these items can be accomplished within our own 
parish resources. 
The total for all of the above listed items for the project is 
$3.8 million. We have paid $250,000 out in advance fees. 
The remaining outstanding amount is $3,550,000. Our 
building investment account is $1,630,000. (Our building 
maintenance account of $358,000 is set aside for large par-
ish maintenance projects.) 
The balance needed for the project is $1,920,000 
($3,550,000 - $1,630,000). We have been approved for a 
20 year mortgage for up to 2.2 million dollars at Commu-
nity State Bank. We received bids from three entities and 
the best rate was Community State Bank for 3.56%. 
We are so grateful for all of the donations received thus far 
and for the continued faithfulness of people making their 
pledges. 



In today’s gospel, Jesus tries to 
take some time to himself to 
grieve for his cousin, John the Bap-
tist. But, “When he disembarked 
and saw the vast crowd, his heart 
was moved with pity for them.” 
And we hear that he takes care of 
the needs of the crowd by healing 
and feeding them.  
Even when Jesus is trying to get 
away from the crowd to pray and 
reflect, he is followed. He is so 
popular that even when he needs 
some time alone, he doesn’t get it. 
Have you ever felt stretched further 
than you want to be stretched? In 
these unprecedented days of stress, 
with members of your household 
staying home more, do you long 
for a quiet place and some solitude 
to find peace in your heart? That’s 
one of the purposes of prayer – 
quiet, peacefulness, time to recol-
lect. Still, Jesus is moved with pity 
when he sees the crowd. His own 
needs are put on the back burner 
and he begins to cure the sick. How 
do we balance the needs we have 
and the needs of others? It’s im-
portant to keep a balance. 
In the letter to the Romans, Paul 
declares, “I am convinced that 
nothing will be able to separate 
us from the love of God in Christ 
Jesus our Lord.”  
Paul certainly faced challenges. 
Heeding God’s call, he traveled far 
and wide to bring the good news of 

Jesus Christ to the world. Travel in 
those days was difficult and dan-
gerous. He and his preaching of the 
gospel were not always accepted. 
He was shipwrecked, and he was 
thrown in jail. We might identify 
with Paul in these difficult days. 
Many of us face loss of income, 
changes to our job status, the ina-
bility to gather with our family, 
friends, and faith community, diffi-
cult decisions about school for our 
children, illness and even death. We 
cling to our faith, to this assurance 
of God’s love for us. Where do we 
see God’s love for us and our loved 
ones in these difficult times? How 
do we proclaim and share God’s 
unconditional love with others?  

Thanks to Fr. John Ludwig for some  
of the material in this reflection. 

Children’s questions: 
In today’s gospel, Jesus learns that 
the people who came to see him 
are hungry and need food. He 
blesses the bread and fish that 
some of people brought, and it is 
enough for everyone.  
Do you think they were all hungry 
for bread and fish? Are you always 
hungry for what your family plans 
for a meal? Jesus’ friends might not 
have eaten just what they wanted, 
but they didn’t go away hungry, as 
the reading says. Can you think of 
a time when you prayed to God for 
something, but the answer you got 
was not what you asked?  

QUESTIONS FOR THE SUNDAY READINGS 
Reflect and Respond to Scripture 

LITURGICAL MINISTRY SCHEDULE 
Sat., Aug. 08: 5:00 pm 
Eucharistic Ministers: 
Harley Schieffer 
Becky Stidfole* 
Leon Stidfole 
 

Lectors: 
Cicily Dennis 
Amy Kuhlers 
 

Greeters: 

 

Usher Coordinator: 
Donna Minahan 

Sun., Aug. 09: 8:30 am 
Eucharistic Ministers: 
Oxana Bedore 
Mark Bedore 
Pam Riley* 
 

Lectors: 
Tootie Mabie 
Whitney Smith McIntosh 
 

Greeters: 
Donna Hammen/
 

Usher Coordinator: 
Pierre Robichaux 

Sun., Aug. 09: 10:30 am 
Eucharistic Ministers: 
Aaron Huey 
Bill Ludwig 
Cindy Majerus* 
 

Lectors: 
Jo Ellen Lathan 
Randy Majerus 
 

Greeters: 
Carolyn/Joseph Hanchak 
 

Usher Coordinator: 
Pat Hurley 

 

 
 
 
God of our hopes and dreams, 
we are empty, and long to be filled; 
we are hungry, and long to be fed; 
we are lost, and long to be found. 
Gather us into your love, 
and pick up the pieces of our lives, 
just as Jesus gathered up the fragments 
of the five loaves and two fish 
that remained after feeding the five 
thousand. 
Call us anew to eat our fill and 
to find our true nourishment in Jesus, 
the bread of heaven. 
Amen. 
   Centre for Mennonite Brethren Studies 

WEEKLY PRAYER 



Mon., Aug. 03:  No Mass 
Tues., Aug. 04:  5:30 pm  
 for Sarah Geiger 
Wed., Aug. 05:  9:00 am 
 for those most in need of grace 
Thu., Aug. 06:  9:00 am 
 for Maggie Murphy 
Fri., Aug. 07:  9:00 am 
 for peace in the Middle East 
Sat., Aug. 08:  5:00 am 
 for Eileen Creager 
Sun., Aug. 09:  8:30 am 
 for the people of the parish 
Sun., Aug. 09:  10:30 am 
 for Nello Stefani 

WORSHIP AND MEDITATION 

Many people in our world 
are hungry and thirsty, 
going well beyond physi-
cal needs for food and 
shelter. Many are emotion-
ally and spiritually 
parched, too. People live 
with relationships that ac-
tually starve them. They 
are abused, exploited and 
marginalized. There is a 
lot of confusion and inner 
pain that needs to be 
acknowledged and ex-
pressed. We all long to be 
understood and loved, 
even when our inner de-
mons make it difficult. 

Folks often wander 
through life without any 
real direction and take 
their cues from what seems 
satisfying or popular at 
the moment. Life becomes 
shallow as we hunger and 
thirst for an ultimate love.  
It’s easier to see the physi-
cal hungers and thirsts. We 
try to respond to these as 
best we can, but much 
more needs to be done. 
With all that God’s earth 
can provide, nobody ought 
to face sleep at night with 
a belly that’s empty. It’s 
unjust. But isn’t all hunger 

unjust? Just as no one 
ought to be physically hun-
gry and thirsty, there is 
really no need to be emo-
tionally or spiritually defi-
cient either. If we have 
more privileges at our fin-
gertips, it is easier to try to 
satisfy our emotional hun-
gers by acting on impulse 
or by seeking self-
destructive ways to dull 
the ache of emptiness. 
Folks need to know where 
to look for nourishment. 
We may not think that we 
have enough to respond to 
and to satisfy all of the 
needs, but with God, all 
things are possible. Our 
faith provides the direction 
for where God’s children 
must go to find the nourish-
ment they seek. It also tells 
us how to structure life so 
that justice can be a reali-
ty for all. It also tells us 
how to respond to pain 
and confusion. Come to the 
water and then help an-
other get there. 

GOSPEL MEDITATION 
Encourage Deeper Understanding of Scripture 

READINGS FOR THE WEEK OF AUGUST 02, 2020 
SUN 8/02: Is 55:1-3/Rom 8:35, 37-39/Mt 14:13-21 
MON 8/03: Jer 28:1-17/Mt 14:22-36 
TUE 8/04: Jer 30:1-2, 12-15, 18-22/Mt 14:22-36 
WED 8/05: Jer 31:1-7/Mt 15:21-28 
THU 8/06: Dn 7:9-10, 13-14/2 Pt 1:16-19/Mt 17:1-9 
FRI 8/07: Na 2:1, 3; 3:1-3, 6-7/Mt 16:24-28 
SAT 8/08:  Hb 1:12—2:4/Mt 17:14-20 
SUN 8/09: 1 Kgs 19:9, 11-13/Rom 9:1-5/Mt 14:22-33 

OBSERVANCES FOR THE WEEK OF AUGUST 02, 2020 
Sunday:  18th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Tuesday:  St. John Vianney, Priest 
Wednesday: The Dedication of the Basilica of St. Mary Major 
Thursday:  The Transfiguration of the Lord 
Friday:  St. Sixtus II, Pope and Companions, Martyrs, St. Cajetan, Priest  
Saturday:  St. Dominic, Priest 
Next Sunday: 19th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

EUCHARISTIC INTENTIONS 

CONTACT US 
Pastor: Fr. Timothy Fitzgerald 
Deacon Dennis and Sarah Luft 
Business Mgr: Maxine McEnany 
Office Manager:Laurie Delvaux 
Director of Adult Faith Formation: 
Paulette Chapman  967-3796 
Director of Music: 
Patty Hormann  967-3796 
Coordinator of Faith Formation: 
Jenni Lihs  967-3796 
Confirmation Coordinator: 
Janet Elwer  967-3796 
Senior High Youth Minister 
Chris Smith  515-250-7209 
Junior High Youth Minister 
Kristina Frank  319-269-8232  
Faith Formation Office Assistant: 
Shelly Hiemer  967-3796 
Office Assistant: 
Monna Sullivan  967-3796 
Parish Nurse: 
Linda Gries  263-0268 
Knights of Columbus: 
Jack Kopecky 577-0556 
Website: www.ssjohnpaul.org 
E-mail: 
ssjohnpaul@ssjohnpaul.org 
FAX:  967-7197 
Eucharistic Celebrations: 
Saturday  5:00 pm 
Sunday 8:30 am 
 10:30 am 
Online: ssjohnpaul.org 8:30 am 
Tuesday 5:30 pm 
Wednesday - Friday   9:00 am 
Sacrament of Reconciliation: 
Saturday  4:00 pm 
and by individual appointment 
Eucharistic Adoration  
every Monday 7:00 pm 
Prayer Chain:  967-3796 or 
  ssjohnpaul@ssjohnpaul.org 



FAITH FORMATION NEWS PARISH NEWS 
KEEP IN YOUR PRAYERS 
Renatry Frank was buried from our parish on July 25th. 
May Renatry and all the souls of the faithful departed 
rest in the peace of Christ. Eternal rest grant unto them 
O Lord, and let perpetual light shine upon them. 

WEEKLY SCHEDULE 
Mon., August 3:   
 Adoration, 7 pm, day chapel 

Tue., August 4:   
 Faith Formation subcommittee, 3 pm, via Zoon 
 Liturgical Committee, 6:30 pm, conference room 

Wed., August 5:   
 Prayer Shawl, 11:30 am, Risen Christ Prayer Garden 
 Staff Meeting, 1 pm, via Zoom 
 Fall Gala meeting, 6 pm, FDC social room 
 JYM, 6 pm, Risen Christ Prayer Garden 

Thu., August 6:   
 K of C Meeting, 6 pm, FDC social room 
Sat., August 8:   
 Men’s Bible Study, 7:30 am, Risen Christ Prayer Garden 
Lord’s Day, August 9:  
 Mass, available on our website, ssjohnpaul.org, 8:30 am 

PARISH OFFICE SUMMER HOURS 
Although the office is still 
closed to foot traffic indefi-
nitely, for the summer 
months phones will be an-
swered from 9 am to 5 pm, 
Monday through Thursday, and 9 am to 12 noon on Friday. These 
office hours are in effect from Memorial Day through Labor 
Day. Staff is also available by email and please call if you need an 
in-person appointment. We are still here working for you!  

BACK TO OUR NORMAL MASS SCHEDULE 
Ss. John and Paul has resumed weekend and daily 
liturgies with our normal schedule. There are proce-
dures and protocols we must follow for the health 
and safety of all, such as physically distancing our-
selves from other households and wearing masks. 
Find more information at https://ssjohnpaul.org/
covid-19-updates. If you are at risk or concerned 
about being in a large group, we encourage you to 
stay home. The Sunday Mass obligation remains sus-
pended. We will continue to offer Mass via YouTube 
on our website by 8:30 am on Sunday mornings. 

BUILDING PROJECT UPDATE 
This week the construction company has fenced off the area 
between the church building and the Faith Development Cen-
ter in preparation for the start of construction, and that area 
is no longer accessible.  
The 13th Street entrance will be closed during the day when 
construction work is taking place. However, it will be acces-
sible in the evenings to reach the FDC north parking lot. Youth 
Ministry and other parish councils and committees that meet 
in the FDC will be able to use the north entrance. The Circle 
Drive parking area will not be available at any time during the 
construction. 
The office entrance is longer be accessible, and entry to the 
offices will be by the parish hall doors. Deliveries, including 
mail,  will be made to this door, and if you have something to 
drop off for a staff member, or something to pick up, this 
will now be done in the parish hall entrance. The doors will 
be unlocked for delivery and pick-up from 9 am-5 pm, Mon-
day through Friday. The parish office is still closed to foot 
traffic due to COVID-19, so if you need to meet with a staff 
member, we ask that you call ahead for an appointment.  
The main entry to the FDC is also inaccessible and entry to the 
building will be by the door on the south side. Again, if you 
need access to the building, we ask that you call ahead.  

JUNIORHIGH YOUTH MINISTRY NEWS 
JYM Session Wednesday, August 5 
Join JYM for their last summer series event on 
Wednesday, August 5, 6-7 pm. We will meet 
outside at the Risen Christ sculpture so bring your 
chair or blanket to sit on. Youth who just completed 
6th, 7th, and 8th grade are invited as we welcome 
the incoming 7th graders and wish our outgoing 8th 
graders well in Teen Group. See you there!  
JYM Day-cation coming on Tuesday, August 11 
Calling all youth who just finished 6th, 7th, and 8th 
grade! Our annual JYM Staycation was cancelled 
due to COVID-19, but in 
its place we will have a 
special JYM Day-cation. A 
day of social distanced 
service is planned for 
Tuesday, August 11th 
from 8 am-5:30 pm. 
Watch your email for 
additional details! 
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FOOD PANTRY NEEDS PANCAKE MIX  
When you shop in August, pick up some packages of pancake 
mix for the Caring Hands Food Pantry. During this time of the 
COVID-19 outbreak, help is needed more than ever as people 
are laid off, quarantined or needed at home to care for fami-
ly. Donations can be left in the parish hall entry, or in the 
food pantry box in the gathering space. Or drop donations in 
the barrels in the Hy-Vee or Fareway entrances. 
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Swain Chiropractic
Dr. Kari Swain
(515) 967-9300

410 Center Place SW  
Altoona, IA

 www.SwainChiropractic.com

 For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952   •   www.4lpi.com            St. John & St. Paul, Altoona, IA            A 4C 02-0428

Tammie Schroeder
Financial Advisor 
Parishioner
243-9112 | www.edwardjones.com

Lori Baldwin
Financial Advisor
515-967-4515 | www.edwardjones.com

General Contractor | Construction Manager | Design-Build

CCCCCCCCCCC CC

Skinner 
Law Office

Lyle Reichter CPA 
lreichter@corwincpa.com  

Corwin, Reichter & Company, P.C.
Certified Public Accountants | Business Advisors

1055 JORDAN CREEK PKWY., STE .120 • WEST DES MOINES, IA

515/309-0215 • www.corwincpa.com

HEATING AND AIR CONDITIONING, INC.
2822 6th Ave. • Des Moines, Iowa  50313

Jason Gassmann, Owner/Parishioner
Office: 244-8911 www.bellbrothers.com

McManus Automotive 
Complete Auto Repair • Tires Sales & Service
550 8th St. Sw • Altoona • 967-1020

Please visit us at  
www.Mcmanusautoaltoona.com

Chris J. Hlas, D.D.S. 
Tannaz M. Shirazi, D.D.S.

107 8th St. SE, Altoona 967-4211

Choose Us For All Your Physical Therapy Needs
612 8th Street SW • Altoona, Iowa 50009

515-967-4124 • www.21stcenturyrehab.com

Fleur Pet Hospital 
4524 Fleur Drive 

285-1297
Dr. Lisa Williams, Parishioner

• Full service Veterinary Hospital • Professional Pet Grooming 
• Camp K-9 Doggy Daycare • Dog & Cat Boarding 

• Themed Pet Suites for the comforts of home boarding 
• $5 off first groom, new clients only

JENNY MOATS 
REALTOR® 

Visit my Blog at Allaltoona.com
JennyMoats.com 
(515) 306-7906

Scan to get my Mobile App and 
see homes everywhere you go!

listening... 
understanding... 
performing...

515.225.3469 
14225 University Avenue, Suite 110 Waukee, Iowa 
Robert Ridgway AIA www.designallianceinc.com

Bill & Eric Lack

515-262-8382 • 208-2431 
1300 N. Shadyview Blvd. • Pleasant Hill, IA 50327 

Ask about availability of a FREE loaner car.

Sue Sutton-Ludwig, REALTOR®
(515) 250-3126 
3602 NE Otterview Court  
Ankeny, IA 50021
HELPING YOU MAKE A HOUSE YOUR NEW HOME.

CONCEPTS
Soft Water

office: 515.224.2129
T.J. Riley, Owner
tj@iasoftwater.com

Pre-Kindergarten - 8th Grade

2107 E 33rd St. 
Des Moines

(515) 266-3433
stjosephcatholicdsm.org

FUTURES BEGIN AT ST. JOE’S!

We are proud to be central Iowa’s  
Catholic health care provider.  
Find a physician or clinic near you at 
mercyone.org/desmoines

OFFICERS 
GK Leon Stidfole (515) 360-2107 
DGK Jack Kopecky (515) 577-0556 
FS Marty DeDecker (515) 468-7772 
Mike Kockler (515) 681-2232

MEETING TIMES 
First Thursday of Month
6:00pm   Rosary 
6:20pm   Dinner 
7:00pm   Meeting

We are Our Brothers Keepers
Fr. Dan Clarke     Council #13109

DAN GINTHER, Field agent 

515-460-3411 
DANIEL.GINTHER@KOFC.ORG 

Life Insurance • Long Term Care • IRAs  
Disability Income • Retirement Planning

Mon-Sat 8am-9pm • Closed Sunday
620 8th St. SE • Altoona

Grocery 967-0705   Meat Dept. 967-3287

Contact Rob Witte • rwitte@4LPi.com • (800) 950-9952 x2501

616 8th St. SW             Altoona, Iowa

515-967-4787

Independent Living • Assisted Living
Short-Term Rehab • Long-Term Care


