
Ss. John & Paul CATHOLIC COMMUNITY 

1401 1st Ave S, Altoona, IA  50009 | www.ssjohnpaul.org | 515-967-3796 

THE END OF THE LITURGICAL YEAR  

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 25, 2020 

Next weekend will mark the end of October and the begin-
ning of November. It also marks the end of Daylight Saving 
Time (remember to set your clocks back an hour), Hallow-
een/All Hallowed Eve, and the feast days of All Saints and 
All Souls. These events also coincide with the last month of 
our liturgical year, which is a time that we dedicate to re-
membering all those that have gone before us in faith. 
In anticipation of Halloween or All Hallowed Eve (The 
holy night before All Saints Day), Tweens Ministry will 
sponsor a “Trunk or Treat” event on October 25 from 5-6 
pm on the south lawn of the FDC. Come join in for games, 
a scavenger hunt, photo booth, story walk and more.  
All Saints Day, November 1, is a Holy Day of Obligation 
in the Catholic Church. It is a day that we remember and 
reflect on the lives of the saints and how their stories in-
spire us. Each day in the Church calendar commemorates a 
saint, but on the Solemnity of All Saints, the Church hon-
ors every saint, known and unknown. This feast calls for 

us to imitate them. We all know people that have inspired 
us with their lives of faith. Most of them and us, will never 
be recognized by the Church as saints, but our baptismal 
call is to strive toward this goal. This year All Saints Day 
falls on Sunday so we will celebrate the feast day at all the 
weekend liturgies.  
All Souls Day, November 2, is a day we dedicate to prayer 
for all the faithful departed. We will celebrate Mass on 
Monday, November 2 at 6 pm in the church. Families of 
parishioners who have died this past year will be presented 
a cross imprinted with the name of their deceased loved 
ones at the 10:30 am Mass on November 1.  
In this last month of the liturgical year we remind every-
one that the Book of the Names of the Dead will be in the 
gathering space. Please enter the names of your beloved 
deceased for whom you wish the parish to pray for. Let us 
all continue to keep one another in prayer as we mark the 
end of the liturgical year. 



FAITHFUL CITIZENSHIP 
We strongly urge all parishioners to 
register, to become informed on key 
issues, and to vote. The Church does not 
support or oppose any candidate, but 
seeks to focus attention on the moral 
and human dimensions of issues. Find 
information from the USCCB and Iowa 
bishops at ssjohnpaul.org/faithful-
citizenship.  

QUESTIONS FOR THE SUNDAY READINGS 
Reflect and Respond to Scripture 

LITURGICAL MINISTRY SCHEDULE 
Sat., Oct. 31: 5:00 pm 
Eucharistic Ministers: 
Chevy Freiburger* 
Becky Horner 
Mary O’Brien 
 

Lectors: 
Dick Minahan 
Diane Zadow 
 

Greeters: 
Jan & Charlie Hildreth 
 

Usher Coordinator: 
Donna Minahan 

Sun., Nov. 1: 8:30 am 
Eucharistic Ministers: 
Christy Bartels* 
Oxana Bedore 
Mark Bedore 
 

Lectors: 
Jim Germann 
Michael Wiskus 
 

Greeters: 
Mabie family 
 

Usher Coordinator: 
Pierre Robichaux 

Sun., Nov. 1: 10:30 am 
Eucharistic Ministers: 
Ray Arechavaleta 
Rich Eick* 
Cindy Majerus 
 

Lectors: 
Jo Ellen Latham 
Randy Majerus 
 

Greeters: 
Joseph/Carolyn Hanchak 
 

Usher Coordinator: 
Thierry Ahissou 

“If your neighbor cries out to me, 
I will hear him; for I am compas-
sionate.” 
When we hear words like these, we 
wonder why some people think of 
“the God of the Old Testament” as 
an angry and vengeful God. Do 
you think that God listens to the 
“little people” more than to rich 
and famous people? Is the God of 
the New Testament a different God? 
Do you think of God primarily as 
compassionate or angry? 
“You shall not molest or oppress 
an alien for you were once al-
iens yourselves…”  
Do we have responsibilities to peo-
ple who are “aliens” in our midst? 
Think of a time when you were an 
“alien” – a stranger, a visitor, etc. 
What were the circumstances? How 
did you feel? How were you treat-
ed? We are all immigrants to the 
United States, or descended from 
immigrants. Do you know the stories 
of your ancestors who came here? 
What might have happened to 
them, to your family, if there had 
been no path to legal citizenship? 
“All your heart, all your soul 
and all your mind.”  
How many times have you said “I’ll 
never say or do” something, and 
then had to eat your words later? 

Can you think of a project that you 
“put your whole self into?” What 
made you put forth that kind of 
effort? Do you agree that there is a 
difference between believing some-
thing with our hearts and believing 
something with our minds? Can they 
ever be both? 

Thanks to Fr. John Ludwig for some of 
the material in these reflections. 

Children’s Questions: 
In today’s gospel, the Pharisees 
(religious leaders) are trying to 
trick Jesus again. One of them 
asks him which of God’s laws is 
most important. The Jews at that 
time had over 600 laws to keep! 
They wanted Jesus to pick one so 
they could argue that he picked 
the wrong one. But he surprised 
them by stating a new law, one 
that includes all of the others. He 
said, "You shall love the Lord, your 
God, with all your heart, with all 
your soul, and with all your mind. 
This is the greatest and the first 
commandment. The second is like 
it: You shall love your neighbor as 
yourself. The whole law and the 
prophets depend on these two 
commandments." What does it 
mean to love God with all our 
mind? All our hearts? All our souls? 
Who is our neighbor? How do we 
love our neighbors as ourselves?  

HOME & PERSONAL CARE ITEMS FOR CATHOLIC CHARITIES 
For the month of October our Faith in Action focus will be on helping families settling in 
this area through the Refugee Resettlement Program of Des Moines Catholic Charities. 
We will collect cleaning supplies and personal care items needed as they set up their 
new households. Find the list of needed items at https://ssjohnpaul.org/cleaning-
supplies-personal-care-items-for-catholic-charities. 

 

PRAYER FOR A  
NATIONAL ELECTION 
Spirit of Wisdom, guide our nation as we  
exercise our right and responsibility to vote.  
May our choices be formed and inspired by  
a respect for the common good.  
Spirit of Justice, inspire those  
running for public office.  
May they be rooted in mercy,  
especially in their service to those  
who are most vulnerable and in need  
of compassionate governance.  
Spirit of Love, bless all who will be affected  
by the outcome of this election.  
May we turn away from partisanship  
and division in order to sow seeds of peace, 
reconciliation, and kindness.  
Amen. 

~From Sadlier Publishing, for parish use  

WEEKLY PRAYER 



Mon., Oct. 26:  No Mass 
Tues., Oct. 27:  5:30 pm  
 for Steve Devine 
Wed., Oct. 28:  9:00 am 
 for those who are hungry 
Thu., Oct. 29:  9:00 am 
 for Renatry Frank 
Fri., Oct. 30:  9:00 am 
 for those affected by COVID-19 
Sat., Oct. 31:  5:00 am 
 for Eileen Creager 
Sun., Nov. 1:  8:30 am 
 for people of the parish 
Sun., Nov. 1:  10:30 am 
 for deceased members of SSJP 

WORSHIP AND MEDITATION 

For some reason, it is easi-
er to genuflect to the pres-
ence of Christ in the taber-
nacle, than to genuflect to 
the same presence of Christ 
in another person. We 
wrongly believe that God 
places himself in one place 
in preference to another. It 
doesn’t work that way. 
Love of God and love of 
neighbor are intimately 
connected because the es-
sence of God’s presence is 
in all creation. God’s pres-
ence is just as real in the 
one who is good, as in the 
one who is bad, and the 
one who is just, as the one 
who is unjust. 

Our brains get in the way 
of truly contemplating this 
truth. We like to separate 
things into boxes, the sheep 
from the goats and the de-
serving from the undeserv-
ing. But, with God there 
are no distinctions such as 
this. Our human subdivisions 
and definitions hold no 
power in God’s eyes. Sad-
ly, we relate to God and 
to each other as if they do. 
We cannot be deaf to the 
world’s pain. It is not about 
accumulating, acquiring, 
securing, or any other 
terms we use to distinguish 
mine from yours. Putting so 
much power in these words 

even though we may not 
always realize it, can 
cause those words to hurt 
others. We go through 
hoops trying to convince 
ourselves that the perils of 
others are not our perils so 
we turn our back and justi-
fy closing our doors. It 
makes perfect sense to us. 
Yet, it makes no sense in 
terms of our faith. It 
doesn’t square with any of 
the words found in Sacred 
Scripture or in any teach-
ing of the church. 
We have it all reversed. 
We know that we do be-
cause when Jesus speaks 
about such things and the 
words of the Old Testa-
ment prophets ring out, we 
start to feel uncomfortable. 
What we do to one of the 
least of these little ones we 
do to God. It is quite possi-
ble that some of what we 
are doing personally, eco-
nomically, politically, glob-
ally, and even religiously is 
doing more harm than 
good. Let’s ponder that a 
bit.  ©LPi 

GOSPEL MEDITATION 
Encourage Deeper Understanding of Scripture 

READINGS FOR THE WEEK OF OCTOBER 25, 2020 
SUN 10/25: Ex 22:20-26/1 Thes 1:5-10/Mt 22:34-40 
MON 10/26: Eph 4:32—5:8/Lk 13:10-17 
TUE 10/27: Eph 5:21-33/Lk 13:18-21 
WED 10/28: Eph 2:19-22/Lk 6:12-16 
THU 10/29: Eph 6:10-20/Lk 13:31-35 
FRI 10/30: Phil 1:1-11/Lk 14:1-6 
SAT 10/31:  Phil 1:18b-26/Lk 14:1, 7-11 
SUN 11/01: Rv 7:2-4, 9-14/1 Jn 3:1-3/Mt 5:1-12 

OBSERVANCES FOR THE WEEK OF OCTOBER 25, 2020 
Sunday:  30th Sunday in Ordinary Time; Priesthood Sunday 
Wednesday: Sts. Simon and Jude, Apostles 
Saturday:  All Hallow’s Eve 
Next Sunday: All Saints; Daylight Savings Time ends;  

  National Vocation Awareness Week 

EUCHARISTIC INTENTIONS 

CONTACT US 
Pastor: Fr. Timothy Fitzgerald 
Deacon Dennis and Sarah Luft 
Business Mgr: Maxine McEnany 
Office Manager:Laurie Delvaux 
Director of Adult Faith Formation: 
Paulette Chapman  967-3796 
Director of Music: 
Patty Hormann  967-3796 
Coordinator of Faith Formation: 
Jenni Lihs  967-3796 
Confirmation Coordinator: 
Janet Elwer  967-3796 
Senior High Youth Minister 
Chris Smith  515-250-7209 
Junior High Youth Minister 
Kristina Frank  319-269-8232  
Faith Formation Office Assistant: 
Shelly Hiemer  967-3796 
Office Assistant: 
Monna Sullivan  967-3796 
Parish Nurse: 
Linda Gries  263-0268 
Knights of Columbus: 
Jack Kopecky 577-0556 
Website: www.ssjohnpaul.org 
E-mail: 
ssjohnpaul@ssjohnpaul.org 
FAX:  967-7197 
Eucharistic Celebrations: 
Saturday  5:00 pm 
Sunday 8:30 am 
 10:30 am 
Online: ssjohnpaul.org 8:30 am 
Tuesday 5:30 pm 
Wednesday - Friday   9:00 am 
Sacrament of Reconciliation: 
Saturday  4:00 pm 
and by individual appointment 
Eucharistic Adoration  
every Monday 7:00 pm 
Prayer Chain:  967-3796 or 
  ssjohnpaul@ssjohnpaul.org 



FAITH FORMATION NEWS PARISH & DIOCESAN NEWS 

HOLY DAY MASSES & THE BOOK OF THE 
NAMES OF THE DEAD 
 On All Saints Day, we celebrate all the holy people gathered 
around the throne of God. On All Souls Day, we remember all 
our beloved dead. You are invited to write the names of your 
loved ones in the Book of the Names of the Dead, which will 
be in the gathering space during the month of November. You 
are also invited to bring in pictures of your deceased loved 
ones to display on the sanctuary steps during the month of 
November. Since All Saints Day falls on Sunday, the feast is 
celebrated at the weekend liturgies on October 31-November 
1. Mass for All Souls Day will be celebrated on Monday, No-
vember 2 at 6 pm. Mass on Tuesday, November 3 is cancelled.  

Mon., October 26:   
 Small Faith Sharing Group, 6:30 pm, FDC room 7-8 
 Adoration, 7 pm, day chapel 

Tue., October 27:   
 K of C Officers, 7 pm, FDC social room 

Wed., October 28:   
 Staff Meeting, 1 pm, parish hall 
 Adult Faith Formation L!VE, 7 pm, via Zoom 

Sat., October 31:   
 Men’s Bible Study, 7:30 am, FDC social room 
Lord’s Day, November 1:  
 Mass, available on our website, ssjohnpaul.org, 8:30 am 

WEEKLY SCHEDULE 

REMEMBER OUR BELOVED DEAD 
On Sunday, November 1st at the 10:30 am Mass, we 
will present memorial crosses to the families of Nancy 
Manhart, Ray Dennis, Sally Drees, Margaret Murphy, 
Marlin Weiland, Angelina Gibbons, Renatry Frank, 
Barbara Schon and Betty Pope. Each small cross, with 
the name of the deceased on it, hangs in the Eucharist 
Chapel until All Souls Day, a reminder of the contin-
ued prayers and support of the parish family. Take a 
moment to visit the chapel, see the crosses, and pray 
for those who have died, and for their families. 

ARE YOU SOMEONE OR DO YOU KNOW SOME-
ONE WHO... 
· Has expressed an interest in becoming Catholic? 
· Has a child over the age of seven who has not 

been baptized? 
· Was baptized Catholic, but has not celebrated 

the Sacraments of Confirmation and Eucharist? 
We offer an opportunity to come 
together in a small group (with an 
online option this year) to learn 
more about our faith. Sessions 
focus on the teachings and expe-
rience of Church and prepare 
individuals to celebrate the Sac-
raments of Baptism, Confirmation, 
and Eucharist. There are sepa-
rate sessions for children or youth. 
You are welcome to participate 
in the process with your questions, 
your insights and your faith story 
in a warm, accepting setting. For 
information please contact Paulette Chapman at 
pchapman@ssjohnpaul.org or 515-967-3796. 

BASKET AUCTION & KNIGHTS BREAKFAST! 
Online Basket Auction: Bid from November 7-15 
Knights Breakfast: November 15, 9 am-12 pm 
Join us for an online silent auction of fabulous 
theme baskets! Bidders can view the baskets in the 
gathering space the weekends of November 7-8 and 
14-15. All bidding will take place within an online 
auction and instructions will be provided soon. Pho-
tos of the baskets will also be displayed on the online 
auction site. Bidding will open on November 7 and 
close at 12 noon on November 15. 
Basket Donations Needed! Go to ssjohnpaul.org/
basket-auction-knights-breakfast for more information 
and to find SignUp Genius to donate. Use one of the 
themes listed, or come up with an idea of your own! 
Knights Breakfast Sunday, November 15: Watch 
for more details coming soon! 

ADULT FAITH FORMATION L!VE OCTOBER 28 

Please join us at 7 pm on Wednesday, October 28 
for our October Adult Faith Formation L!VE 
gathering via Zoom. Together we will watch and 
discuss a video by Becky Eldredge, an Ignatian-
trained Catholic writer, retreat leader, and spiritual 
director. Becky offers a thought-provoking and 
inspiring presentation, reminding us that we are 
never alone. This is also an opportunity to check in 
with each other to see how we are doing. You are 
welcome to watch the video before we gather at 
ssjohnpaulfaithformation.org/october-main-
course.html, or you can watch the video for the first 
time with the group. That is also where you will find 
the link to “join the meeting.” 

TRUNK OR TREAT THIS SUNDAY, OCTOBER 25 
Hop, skip or jump your way to a treat at a new "trunk or 

treat" this year. There will 
be no trunks but still lots of 
treats. Join us for games, a 
scavenger hunt, photo 
booth, story walk and more 
on October 25, from 5-6 pm 
on the south lawn of the FDC. 
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Swain Chiropractic
Dr. Kari Swain
(515) 967-9300

410 Center Place SW  
Altoona, IA

 www.SwainChiropractic.com

 For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952   •   www.4lpi.com            St. John & St. Paul, Altoona, IA            A 4C 02-0428

Tammie Schroeder
Financial Advisor 
Parishioner
243-9112 | www.edwardjones.com

Lori Baldwin
Financial Advisor
515-967-4515 | www.edwardjones.com

General Contractor | Construction Manager | Design-Build

Compliments of

Skinner 
Law Office

HEATING AND AIR CONDITIONING, INC.
2822 6th Ave. • Des Moines, Iowa  50313

Jason Gassmann, Owner/Parishioner
Office: 244-8911 www.bellbrothers.com

McManus Automotive 
Complete Auto Repair • Tires Sales & Service
550 8th St. Sw • Altoona • 967-1020

Please visit us at  
www.Mcmanusautoaltoona.com

Choose Us For All Your Physical Therapy Needs
612 8th Street SW • Altoona, Iowa 50009

515-967-4124 • www.21stcenturyrehab.com

Fleur Pet Hospital 
4524 Fleur Drive 

285-1297
Dr. Lisa Williams, Parishioner

• Full service Veterinary Hospital • Professional Pet Grooming 
• Camp K-9 Doggy Daycare • Dog & Cat Boarding 

• Themed Pet Suites for the comforts of home boarding 
• $5 off first groom, new clients only

JENNY MOATS 
REALTOR® 

Visit my Blog at Allaltoona.com
JennyMoats.com 
(515) 306-7906

Scan to get my Mobile App and 
see homes everywhere you go!

listening... 
understanding... 
performing...

515.225.3469 
14225 University Avenue, Suite 110 Waukee, Iowa 
Robert Ridgway AIA www.designallianceinc.com

Bill & Eric Lack

515-262-8382 • 208-2431 
1300 N. Shadyview Blvd. • Pleasant Hill, IA 50327 

Ask about availability of a FREE loaner car.

Sue Sutton-Ludwig, REALTOR®
(515) 250-3126 
3602 NE Otterview Court  
Ankeny, IA 50021
HELPING YOU MAKE A HOUSE YOUR NEW HOME.

CONCEPTS
Soft Water

office: 515.224.2129
T.J. Riley, Owner
tj@iasoftwater.com

Pre-Kindergarten - 8th Grade

2107 E 33rd St. 
Des Moines

(515) 266-3433
stjosephcatholicdsm.org

FUTURES BEGIN AT ST. JOE’S!

OFFICERS 
GK Leon Stidfole (515) 360-2107 
DGK Jack Kopecky (515) 577-0556 
FS Marty DeDecker (515) 468-7772 
Mike Kockler (515) 681-2232

MEETING TIMES 
First Thursday of Month
6:00pm   Rosary 
6:20pm   Dinner 
7:00pm   Meeting

We are Our Brothers Keepers
Fr. Dan Clarke     Council #13109

DAN GINTHER, Field agent 

515-460-3411 
DANIEL.GINTHER@KOFC.ORG 

Life Insurance • Long Term Care • IRAs  
Disability Income • Retirement Planning

Mon-Sat 8am-9pm • Closed Sunday
620 8th St. SE • Altoona

Grocery 967-0705   Meat Dept. 967-3287

616 8th St. SW             Altoona, Iowa

515-967-4787

Independent Living • Assisted Living
Short-Term Rehab • Long-Term Care

We are proud to be central Iowa’s  
Catholic health care provider.  
Find a physician or clinic near you at 
mercyone.org/desmoines

515-967-8300   DuersonCorporation.com
601 1st Ave N, Altoona, IA

ROWE & BAKER 
PAINTING

RESIDENTIAL 
COMMERCIAL • INDUSTRIAL 

INTERIOR • EXTERIOR

515-289-3787

Demolition & Environmental Remediation Services

www.esasite/iowa-demolition/

INGAMELLS 
Commercial Flooring

(515) 251-7780
2900 Justin Dr, Ste E, Urbandale, IA

“Bridging the Gap
Between Hospital

and Home”
Short Term Rehabilitation:

• Skilled Nursing Services • IV’s • Wound Care • Trach Care • Orthopedic After Care
• Physical Therapy • Occupational Therapy • Speech Therapy

L ong  Ter m  Bed s  Ava i la b le
Admissions: 515-729-3206 _ Facility: 515-967-4267

200 7th Ave. S.W., Altoona, IA • altoonanursingandrehab.com

Food Equipment Sales and Service
2048 NW 92nd Ct, Clive | 515-223-0700

SUGAR SHACK 
D I N E R

Bring in Bulletin and Receive 15% off Entire Bill
Open Sunday Morning for Breakfast

(515) 967-2527 Mon-Sat 7am-9pm 
100-8th St SE, Altoona Sun 8am-5pm

515-979-2883
EisenlauerTeam.com

 

REVOLUTION


