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CONNECTING WITH OUR STORIES  
As a child growing up in Northwest Iowa, I remember 
the month of November as a long, dreary period be-
tween Halloween and Thanksgiving. In adulthood, I 
have come to a greater appreciation of the changing of 
the seasons, the opportunity to remember and give 
thanks for our beloved dead, and the focus on gratitude 
that has come to the fore in recent years.  
This November will be unusual, as were most of the 
months of 2020. Where we once looked forward with 
great anticipation to celebrations with extended family 
and/or friends, we now question the safety of such gath-
erings. Many of us will forego travel or hosting out of 
town guests this year as the pandemic wears on.  
Sometimes the lack of something helps us to appreciate 
it more. As we focus on gratitude with our faith for-
mation program this year, we have invited households to 
reflect on the traditions and special foods they look for-
ward to at family gatherings such as Thanksgiving. We 

have asked them to share a recipe that is special to their 
family, as well as the story of why it is special, and we 
plan to create a cookbook to share with the parish.  

The faith formation team would like to expand this invita-
tion to include all the members of the parish. In these 
times of physical distancing and periodic quarantine, we 
need to find creative ways to bring our community togeth-
er, and what better way than sharing our stories and favor-
ite foods? We hope to make this a parish cookbook that 
will help us all get to know one another better and give us 
some new recipes to enjoy during the winter months.  

Please watch the parish website for the Google form 
link to submit your story and recipe, and join us in this 
very special community project. If you do not have in-
ternet access or do not wish to use the Google form, 
please send the recipe to Paulette Chapman at the parish 
office. Thank you for participating in this project! 
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QUESTIONS FOR THE SUNDAY READINGS 
REFLECT AND RESPOND TO SCRIPTURE 

LITURGICAL MINISTRY SCHEDULE 
Sat., Nov. 21: 5:00 pm 
Eucharistic Ministers: 
Teresa Brandt* 
Becky Horner 
Allan Zadow 
 

Lectors: 
Lyle Reichter 
Diane Zadow 
 

Greeters: 
Tom Brandt/NOT FILLED 
 

Usher Coordinator: 
Ken Loneman 

Sun., Nov. 22: 8:30 am 
Eucharistic Ministers: 
Krista Banyas 
Jim Germann 
Michael Wiskus* 
 

Lectors: 
Annie Glaser 
Julie Sparks 
 

Greeters: 
Mabie family 
 

Usher Coordinator: 
Kevin O’Connor 

Sun., Nov. 22: 10:30 am 
Eucharistic Ministers: 
Lois Johnson 
Bill Ludwig 
Sophie Wernimont* 
 

Lectors: 
Howard Johnson 
Brian Wernimont 
 

Greeters: 

 

Usher Coordinator: 
Thierry Ahissou 

“The one with five talents went and 
traded with them, and made another 
five… The one who received one went 
off and dug a hole in the ground and 
buried his master’s money.” 
Even in the midst of a pandemic, 
we are blessed with many gifts, 
resources, and talents. How is God 
(the master) calling us (the servants) 
to use those resources to build the 
Kingdom of God? The first two 
servants could easily have lost the 
master’s money, instead of multi-
plying it. How might he have react-
ed? Perhaps he was more interest-
ed in their efforts than the results. 
What risks are we asked to take 
for the Kingdom? Do we encourage 
others to use their talents? How 
might the story have been different 

if the first two servants had encour-
aged the third? What is one small 
(or large) thing we can do this 
week to build God’s Kingdom? 

Children’s Questions: 
In today’s gospel, Jesus continues to 
teach us about the Kingdom of God. 
The master who went on a trip is God, 
and his work is building the Kingdom. 
While he was away, he asked his 
servants to keep his work going.  
What talents have we been given? 
Does everyone have the same tal-
ents? How can we use our talents to 
build God’s Kingdom of love, jus-
tice, and peace? How can we en-
courage others to use their talents 
to do God’s work and build the 
Kingdom?  

PRESENCE UNDER THE TREE COMING SOON! 
The St. Vincent de Paul Committee will work with Altoona Elementary to help families 
in need at Christmas. All sign-ups will be online this year. Due to COVID-19 and our on-
going construction, all gifts will also be delivered directly to Altoona Elementary School 
on a specific date. Watch for more details and the Sign-up Genius link coming soon! 

ARE YOU SOMEONE OR DO YOU KNOW SOMEONE WHO... 
· Has a child over the age of seven who has not been baptized? 
· Has expressed an interest in becoming Catholic? 
· Was baptized Catholic, but has not celebrated the Sac-

raments of Confirmation and Eucharist? 
We offer an opportunity to come together in a small group 
(with an online option this year) to learn more about our 
faith. Sessions focus on the teachings and experience of 
Church and prepare individuals to celebrate the Sacra-
ments of Baptism, Confirmation, and Eucharist. You are 
welcome to participate in the process with your questions, 
your insights and your faith story in a warm, accepting set-
ting. For information contact Paulette Chapman at pchap-
man@ssjohnpaul.org or 515-967-3796. 

CIVILIZE IT IOWA 
Do you want to help heal the divisions we 
see in our country? If so, check out Civilize It 
Iowa, a diocesan campaign 
that invites all of us to 
pray, fast, and give alms 
for the sake of charity in 
your own hearts, and in 
our country. To check out 
this simple invitation to 
pursue holiness in our own lives, and chari-
ty in our country, visit civilizeitiowa.com or 
scan this QR code:  

 

 

 

THE POPE’S PRAYER FOR NOVEMBER 
 
Gracious Father, 
you created your children with love 
and you gave them intelligence and creativity,  
capable of promoting progress and happiness  
of all humankind. 
Send your Spirit on those who work 
in the advancement of science and technology,  
so that they can bear very abundant fruits,  
and always be motivated 
for the greater good of the human person,  
of society and of our planet.  
Amen 
~from the Pope's Worldwide Prayer Network  

WEEKLY PRAYER 



Mon., Nov. 16:  No Mass 
Tues., Nov. 17:  5:30 pm  
 for John & Shirley Domeyer 
Wed., Nov. 18:  9:00 am 
 
Thu., Nov. 19:  9:00 am 
 for Greg Wentland 
Fri., Nov. 20:  9:00 am 
 
Sat., Nov. 21:  5:00 am 
 for the parish community 
Sun., Nov. 22:  8:30 am 
 for Steve Devine 
Sun., Nov. 22:  10:30 am 
 for Nello Stefani 

WORSHIP AND MEDITATION 

God gives us the gift of His 
very self and asks us to 
invest it. Investing God’s 
gift wisely, allows God’s 
kingdom to flourish. God 
trusts us with this pearl of 
great price in hopes that it 
will produce abundant 
fruit. While God’s gift of 
self is realized in the gifts 
of faith, hope, and love, 
they are not meant to be 
solely for personal benefit. 
They are intended to be 
shared and are at the 
heart of Jesus’ blueprint for 
happiness, the Beatitudes. 
When we invest God’s 
greatest gift, we invest in 
the wellbeing of all of our 

brothers and sisters and 
the world in which we live. 
We take up our call to be 
stewards and manage the 
affairs of those around 
and before us. God has 
put tremendous confidence 
in us. Do we have that 
same confidence in God? 
We often go the extra mile 
when it comes to those con-
cerns closest to us: our fami-
lies, friends, careers, home. 
But when it comes to things 
that are not as close to us, 
we can become less consci-
entious. Tending to God’s 
treasure requires focus and 
hard work. It demands that I 
see God’s picture, in which 

self-sacrifice is a given as 
we labor for the establish-
ment of God’s kingdom. 
Fear and a lack of trust can 
loom large, however. We 
are afraid of letting go of 
what is “mine” and appre-
hensive of jeopardizing 
what we have in order to 
venture into something big-
ger and more promising. 
Fear and a lack of trust 
serve no purpose in God’s 
kingdom. What is required 
is a resolve that produces 
the fortitude necessary to 
do what God is asking. Do-
ing all in our power to culti-
vate the seeds of faith, be-
coming attentive to systems 
and ideologies that op-
press people, being mindful 
of injustice, and laboring on 
behalf of the poor are at 
the core of what each of us 
is asked to do. It is how we 
invest God’s most precious 
gift wisely. If persistent and 
attentive, then life will 
gradually improve around 
us, there will be greater 
peace and we will experi-
ence joy.   ©LPi 

GOSPEL MEDITATION 
Encourage Deeper Understanding of Scripture 

READINGS FOR THE WEEK OF NOVEMBER 15, 2020 
SUN 11/15: Prv 31:10-13, 19-20, 30-31/1 Thes 5:1-6/Mt 25:14-30 
MON 11/16: Rv 1:1-4; 2:1-5/Lk 18:35-43 
TUE 11/17: Rv 3:1-6, 14-22/Lk 19:1-10 
WED 11/18: Rv 4:1-11/Lk 19:11-28 
THU 11/19: Rv 5:1-10/Lk 19:41-44 
FRI 11/20: Rv 10:8-11/Lk 19:45-48 
SAT 11/21:  Rv 11:4-12/Lk 20:27-40 
SUN 11/22: Ez 34:11-12, 15-17/1 Cor 15:20-26, 28/Mt 25:31-46 

OBSERVANCES FOR THE WEEK OF NOVEMBER 15, 2020 
Sunday:  33rd Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Tuesday:  St. Elizabeth of Hungary, Religious  
Wednesday: The Dedication of the Basilicas of Ss. Peter and Paul, Apostles;  
   St. Rose Philippine Duchesne, Virgin 
Saturday:  The Presentation of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
Next Sunday: Our Lord Jesus Christ, King of the Universe 

EUCHARISTIC INTENTIONS 

CONTACT US 
Pastor: Fr. Timothy Fitzgerald 
Deacon Dennis and Sarah Luft 
Business Mgr: Maxine McEnany 
Office Manager:Laurie Delvaux 
Director of Adult Faith Formation: 
Paulette Chapman  967-3796 
Director of Music: 
Patty Hormann  967-3796 
Coordinator of Faith Formation: 
Jenni Lihs  967-3796 
Confirmation Coordinator: 
Janet Elwer  967-3796 
Senior High Youth Minister 
Chris Smith  515-250-7209 
Junior High Youth Minister 
Kristina Frank  319-269-8232  
Faith Formation Office Assistant: 
Shelly Hiemer  967-3796 
Office Assistant: 
Monna Sullivan  967-3796 
Parish Nurse: 
Linda Gries  263-0268 
Knights of Columbus: 
Jack Kopecky 577-0556 
Website: www.ssjohnpaul.org 
E-mail: 
ssjohnpaul@ssjohnpaul.org 
FAX:  967-7197 
Eucharistic Celebrations: 
Saturday  5:00 pm 
Sunday 8:30 am 
 10:30 am 
Online: ssjohnpaul.org 8:30 am 
Tuesday 5:30 pm 
Wednesday - Friday   9:00 am 
Sacrament of Reconciliation: 
Saturday  4:00 pm 
and by individual appointment 
Eucharistic Adoration  
every Monday 7:00 pm 
Prayer Chain:  967-3796 or 
  ssjohnpaul@ssjohnpaul.org 

30303030



FAITH FORMATION NEWS PARISH NEWS 

COVID-19 REMINDERS 
Positive cases, hospitalizations and deaths continue to rise, 
yet everyone suffers from "COVID fatigue," and many people 
are letting their guard down. We take this opportunity to 
remind you that we must all be vigilant in caring for others 
by respecting the precautions put in place to keep us all safe.  
Please wear masks when entering parish buildings, wash 
your hands often, and keep a six-foot physical distance from 
others not in your household. If you or someone in your 
household has COVID-19, or has been exposed to COVID-19, or 
is sick, please stay home! Practicing these disciplines is a 
grace-filled act of charity for others! 

PICTORIAL DIRECTORIES ARE HERE! 
If you had your photo taken by Lifetouch for the di-
rectory, you can arrange to pick up your free copy by 
calling the parish office, 967-3796. If you submitted 
your own photo, that does not include a free copy of 
the directory.  

Mon., November 16:   
 Small Faith Sharing Group, 6:30 pm, FDC room 7-8 
 Adoration, 7 pm, day chapel 

Wed., November 18:   
 Staff Meeting, 1 pm, via Zoom 
 Lector training, 4 pm, church 
 First Reconciliation Retreat, 6:30 pm, church 
 JYM, 7 pm, FDC social room 
 Teen Group, 7 pm, FDC “The Rock” 

Thu., November 19:   
 Finance Council, 6:30 pm, FDC social room 
Sat., November 21:   
 Men’s Bible Study, 7:30 am, FDC room 10 
Lord’s Day, November 22:  
 Mass, available on our website, ssjohnpaul.org, 8:30 am 
 Adult Faith Formation L!VE, 7 pm, via Zoom 

WEEKLY SCHEDULE 

BASKET AUCTION & KNIGHTS BREAKFAST! 
Online Basket Auction: Bid until November 15 
Knights Breakfast: November 15, after Masses 
Join us for an online silent auction of fabulous 
theme baskets! All bidding will take place online. 
Links for rules and access to the bidding can be found 
at ssjohnpaul.org/basket-auction-knights-breakfast. 
Baskets can be viewed after Masses this weekend. 
Photos of the baskets will also be displayed online. 
Bidding closes at 12 noon this Sunday, November 15. 
Be sure to check it out! 
Knights Breakfast will be served after Masses on 
November 15. To-go boxes with a breakfast burrito 
and cheesy potatoes will be available for a suggested 
donation of $5. For those who are staying after 10:30 
Mass to find out who has the winning bids on the auc-
tion items, coffee, juice and milk will be available. 

Now is the time to sign up to earn a Religious Scout 
Medal. Each level of scouting has a different pro-
gram. Contact Janet Elwer, jewler@ssjohnpaul.org 
or 250-7088 for more information. 

CALLING ALL SCOUTS! 

JP KIDZ AND TWEENS MEET THIS SUNDAY! 
JP Kidz and Tweens will meet from 6 to 7:30 pm on 
Sunday, November 15th. Join JP Kidz for an in-
person session in the FDC social room. We will focus 
on the qualities of saints and how we can be more 
like them. You should have received an email invite 
with details. See you there! Attention 5th and 6th 
graders! Tweens will meet in The Rock in the FDC. 
See you then and don’t forget your masks! 
JYM AND TEEN GROUP MEET NOVEMBER 18! 
Juniorhigh Youth Ministry and Teen Group will meet 
on Wednesday, November 18 from 7-8:30 pm. 
Come early for a light meal at 6:30 pm. Join JYM 
in the FDC social room for an evening discussion 
and activities on Thanksgiving. Watch your email 
for more details. Teen Group will meet in The Rock 
at the FDC. Just a reminder to wear your masks. 

DOVE FAMILY PAJAMA DRIVE 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
JYM and Teen Group are participating in the Dove Family Pa-
jama Drive to collect new pajamas for area youth. Teens are 
asked to donate a new pair of pajamas ranging in size from 
6T to 14/16 for a girl or boy. Pajamas can be brought to youth 
ministry sessions on November 18th or December 2nd, or 
they can be dropped off in the gathering space after week-
end Masses through November 29th. 
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Swain Chiropractic
Dr. Kari Swain
(515) 967-9300

410 Center Place SW  
Altoona, IA

 www.SwainChiropractic.com

 For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952   •   www.4lpi.com            St. John & St. Paul, Altoona, IA            A 4C 02-0428

Tammie Schroeder
Financial Advisor 
Parishioner
243-9112 | www.edwardjones.com

Lori Baldwin
Financial Advisor
515-967-4515 | www.edwardjones.com

General Contractor | Construction Manager | Design-Build

Compliments of

Skinner 
Law Office

HEATING AND AIR CONDITIONING, INC.
2822 6th Ave. • Des Moines, Iowa  50313

Jason Gassmann, Owner/Parishioner
Office: 244-8911 www.bellbrothers.com

McManus Automotive 
Complete Auto Repair • Tires Sales & Service
550 8th St. Sw • Altoona • 967-1020

Please visit us at  
www.Mcmanusautoaltoona.com

Choose Us For All Your Physical Therapy Needs
612 8th Street SW • Altoona, Iowa 50009

515-967-4124 • www.21stcenturyrehab.com

Fleur Pet Hospital 
4524 Fleur Drive 

285-1297
Dr. Lisa Williams, Parishioner

• Full service Veterinary Hospital • Professional Pet Grooming 
• Camp K-9 Doggy Daycare • Dog & Cat Boarding 

• Themed Pet Suites for the comforts of home boarding 
• $5 off first groom, new clients only

JENNY MOATS 
REALTOR® 

Visit my Blog at Allaltoona.com
JennyMoats.com 
(515) 306-7906

Scan to get my Mobile App and 
see homes everywhere you go!

listening... 
understanding... 
performing...

515.225.3469 
14225 University Avenue, Suite 110 Waukee, Iowa 
Robert Ridgway AIA www.designallianceinc.com

Bill & Eric Lack

515-262-8382 • 208-2431 
1300 N. Shadyview Blvd. • Pleasant Hill, IA 50327 

Ask about availability of a FREE loaner car.

Sue Sutton-Ludwig, REALTOR®
(515) 250-3126 
3602 NE Otterview Court  
Ankeny, IA 50021
HELPING YOU MAKE A HOUSE YOUR NEW HOME.

CONCEPTS
Soft Water

office: 515.224.2129
T.J. Riley, Owner
tj@iasoftwater.com

Pre-Kindergarten - 8th Grade

2107 E 33rd St. 
Des Moines

(515) 266-3433
stjosephcatholicdsm.org

FUTURES BEGIN AT ST. JOE’S!

OFFICERS 
GK Leon Stidfole (515) 360-2107 
DGK Jack Kopecky (515) 577-0556 
FS Marty DeDecker (515) 468-7772 
Mike Kockler (515) 681-2232

MEETING TIMES 
First Thursday of Month
6:00pm   Rosary 
6:20pm   Dinner 
7:00pm   Meeting

We are Our Brothers Keepers
Fr. Dan Clarke     Council #13109

DAN GINTHER, Field agent 

515-460-3411 
DANIEL.GINTHER@KOFC.ORG 

Life Insurance • Long Term Care • IRAs  
Disability Income • Retirement Planning

Mon-Sat 8am-9pm • Closed Sunday
620 8th St. SE • Altoona

Grocery 967-0705   Meat Dept. 967-3287

616 8th St. SW             Altoona, Iowa

515-967-4787

Independent Living • Assisted Living
Short-Term Rehab • Long-Term Care

We are proud to be central Iowa’s  
Catholic health care provider.  
Find a physician or clinic near you at 
mercyone.org/desmoines

515-967-8300   DuersonCorporation.com
601 1st Ave N, Altoona, IA

ROWE & BAKER 
PAINTING

RESIDENTIAL 
COMMERCIAL • INDUSTRIAL 

INTERIOR • EXTERIOR

515-289-3787

Demolition & Environmental Remediation Services

www.esasite/iowa-demolition/

INGAMELLS 
Commercial Flooring

(515) 251-7780
2900 Justin Dr, Ste E, Urbandale, IA

“Bridging the Gap
Between Hospital

and Home”
Short Term Rehabilitation:

• Skilled Nursing Services • IV’s • Wound Care • Trach Care • Orthopedic After Care
• Physical Therapy • Occupational Therapy • Speech Therapy

L ong  Ter m  Bed s  Ava i la b le
Admissions: 515-729-3206 _ Facility: 515-967-4267

200 7th Ave. S.W., Altoona, IA • altoonanursingandrehab.com

Food Equipment Sales and Service
2048 NW 92nd Ct, Clive | 515-223-0700

SUGAR SHACK 
D I N E R

Bring in Bulletin and Receive 15% off Entire Bill
Open Sunday Morning for Breakfast

(515) 967-2527 Mon-Sat 7am-9pm 
100-8th St SE, Altoona Sun 8am-5pm

515-979-2883
EisenlauerTeam.com

 

REVOLUTION


