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PARISH NEWS

READINGS FOR THE WEEK OF DECEMBER 26, 2021
SUN 12/26: Sir 3:2-6, 12-14/Col 3:12-21/Lk 2:41-52 
MON 12/27: 1 Jn 1:1-4/Jn 20:1a, 2-8
TUE 12/28: 1 Jn 1:5—2:2/Mt 2:13-18
WED 12/29: 1 Jn 2:3-11/Lk 2:22-35
THU 12/30: 1 Jn 2:12-17/Lk 2:36-40
FRI 12/31: 1 Jn 2:18-21/Jn 1:1-18
SAT 1/01: Nm 6:22-27/Gal 4:4-7/Lk 2:16-21 
SUN 1/02: Is 60:1-6/Eph 3:2-3a, 5-6/Mt 2:1-12

SUNDAY’S READINGS
DECEMBER 26, 2021

READINGS FOR THE WEEK OF JANUARY 02, 2022
SUN 1/02: Is 60:1-6/Eph 3:2-3a, 5-6/Mt 2:1-12
MON 1/03: 1 Jn 3:22—4:6/Mt 4:12-17, 23-25 
TUE 1/04: 1 Jn 4:7-10/Mk 6:34-44 
WED 1/05: 1 Jn 4:11-18/Mk 6:45-52 
THU 1/06: 1 Jn 4:19—5:4/Lk 4:14-22a 
FRI 1/07: 1 Jn 5:5-13/Lk 5:12-16
SAT 1/08: 1 Jn 5:14-21/Jn 3:22-30
SUN 1/09: Is 42:1-4, 6-7/Acts 10:34-38/Lk 3:15-16, 21-22

JANUARY 02, 2022
FIRST READING
The prophet Isaiah foresaw a time of great joy for Israel when nations 
and kings would come to Israel praising the Lord. How do you show 
gratitude to the Lord for the great joys of your life?
SECOND READING
It was revealed to Paul that God intended to save all people (Jews and 
Gentiles) through his Son, Jesus Christ. Paul tried to convey the signifi-
cance of this revelation to the Ephesians by using the language of 
“coheirs” and “copartners.” What does this language signal to you?
GOSPEL READING
The visit of the magi is a well-known story from the Gospel infancy narra-
tives. It was an event that manifested God’s revelation of His newborn Son 
to the world. It also foreshadowed the threat that some would experience 
because of Jesus. How does Jesus challenge the status quo even today?

FIRST READING
Hannah, the mother of Samuel, and Samuel’s father are portrayed as 
parents of deep prayer and great faith. How would you describe the 
faith of your mother or father?
SECOND READING
John teaches us that if we believe in Jesus and love one another, “we 
may be called children of God.” How do you show gratitude for being 
part of this holy family?
GOSPEL READING
Luke is the only Evangelist to preserve a story about Jesus from his 
youth. In this account, Mary and Joseph are filled with “great anxiety” 
as they searched for Jesus who they thought was lost. How do you seek 
God’s help for the anxious moments in your family?

SAVE THE DATE!
Habitat for Humanity Trivia Night is coming!
Save the date for a great night of trivia fun. Put 
together your team of eight and mark your 
calendar for Saturday, February 5, 2022. Look 
for details and sign-ups in the gathering space 
starting January 15th.
Knights Chili Cook-off coming on Saturday,
January 22nd, following 5 pm Mass. Hone your 
favorite chili recipe and watch for more infor-
mation coming soon!

Vacation Bible School 2022!
Coming June 19-23! Mark your 
calendar and watch for more 
information coming soon!

FOOD PANTRY FOR JANUARY
When you shop in January, pick up some Ham-
burger Helper for the Caring Hands Food Pan-
try. Cash donations are also used to help with 
rent, utilities and other necessities. While do-
nations increase during the holidays, they usu-
ally drop off in January, although the need re-
mains great. Please keep these folks in your 
prayers, and thank you for your generosity!



BAPTISM PREPARATION JANUARY 18
Are you expecting a baby or have you recently add-
ed to your family? The next session for parents 
seeking baptism for their child is Tuesday, Janu-
ary 18 at 6:30 pm. Due to Covid-19, this preparation 
session may be held virtually. A decision will be 
made closer to the date. To register contact Laurie 
Delvaux, 967-3796 or ldelvaux@ssjohnpaul.org.
Visit our website, https://ssjohnpaul.org/
baptism, for more information on the celebration 
of the sacrament of baptism.

Mon., Dec. 27:  No Mass
Tues., Dec. 28:  5:30 pm 

for +Sarah Geiger
Wed., Dec. 29:  9:00 am

for +Jackie Hoffner
Thu., Dec. 30:  9:00 am

for +Laura Stefani Wharff
Fri., Dec. 31, holy day vigil:  6 pm

for all mothers
Sat., Jan. 01:  5:00 pm

for the people of the parish
Sun., Jan. 02:  8:30 am

for +Tom Duer
Sun., Jan. 02:  10:30 am

for +Michaela Funaro

Mon., Jan. 03:  No Mass
Tues., Jan. 04:  5:30 pm 

for teachers
Wed., Jan. 05:  9:00 am

for +Rosemary Assink
Thu., Jan. 06:  9:00 am

for +Steven Davisson
Fri., Jan. 07:  9:00 am

for +Nello Stefani
Sat., Jan. 08:  5:00 pm

for +Jack Schauz
Sun., Jan. 09:  8:30 am

for +Jim Bartels
Sun., Jan. 09:  10:30 am

for all SSJP parishioners

EUCHARISTIC INTENTIONS

CONTACT US
Pastor: Fr. Mark McGeary
Business Mgr: Maxine McEnany
Office Manager:Laurie Delvaux
Director of Adult Faith Formation:
Paulette Chapman  967-3796
Director of Music:
Patty Hormann  967-3796
Coordinator of Faith Formation:
Jenni Lihs  967-3796
Confirmation Coordinator:
Janet Elwer  515-250-7088 
Coordinator of Youth Ministry
Maria Haas  967-3796
Junior High Youth Minister
Kristina Frank  319-269-8232 
Faith Formation Office Assistant:
Shelly Hiemer  967-3796
Office Assistant:
Monna Sullivan  967-3796
Parish Nurse:
Kris Flater  515-490-4843
Knights of Columbus:
Jack Kopecky 577-0556
Website: www.ssjohnpaul.org
E-mail: 
ssjohnpaul@ssjohnpaul.org
FAX:  967-7197
Eucharistic Celebrations:
Saturday 5:00 pm
Sunday 8:30 am

10:30 am
Online: 1st Sunday/mo. 8:30 am
Tuesday 5:30 pm
Wednesday - Friday 9:00 am
Sacrament of Reconciliation:
Saturday 8:30-9:30 am
Saturday 4:00-4:30 pm
and by individual appointment
Eucharistic Adoration 
every Monday 7:00 pm
every Tuesday 6:00 am
Wednesday-Friday 6 & 8 am
Prayer Chain: 967-3796 or

ssjohnpaul@ssjohnpaul.org

LITURGICAL ROLES
JANUARY 02,2022
Sat., Jan. 1: 5:00 pm
Feast of the Epiphany
(Sunday obligation)

Sun., Jan. 2: 8:30 am
Feast of the Epiphany
(Sunday obligation)

Sun., Jan. 2: 10:30 am
Feast of the Epiphany
(Sunday obligation)

HOLY DAYS MASS SCHEDULE
Solemnity of Mary, Holy Mother of God
Friday, December 31 at 6 pm. 
Because this solemnity falls on a Saturday this year, it is not 
observed as a holy day of obligation.
Feast of the Epiphany (Sunday obligation)
Saturday, January 1 at 5 pm
Sunday, January 2 at 8:30 am and 10:30 am
Liturgical ministers are still needed. Please sign up to help 
at ssjohnpaul.org/christmas-liturgies.



FAITH FORMATION NEWS

Mon., December 27:  
Parish office closed
Adoration, 7 pm, day chapel

Tue., December 28:  
Holy Hour, 6 am, church 
Staff meeting, 10 am,
K of C Officer’s meeting, 7 pm, FDC social room

Wed., December 29:  
Holy Hour, 6 am, church & 8 am, day chapel
Prayer Shawl Ministry, 11:30 am, off campus
NCYC wrap-up meeting, 7 pm, “The Rock”

Thu., December 30:
Holy Hour, 6 am, church & 8 am, day chapel

Fri., December 31:
Parish office closed
Holy Hour, 6 am, church
Mary Mother of God Vigil Mass, 6 pm, church

Sat., January 01:  
Mass for Sunday obligation, 5 pm, church

Lord’s Day, January 02: 
Mass livestreamed, 8:30 am
Mass for Sunday obligation, 8:30 and 10:30 am

Mon., January 03:  
Adoration, 7 pm, day chapel

Tue., January 04:  
Holy Hour, 6 am, church 
Council of Catechesis, 6:30 pm, conference room

Wed., January 05:  
Holy Hour, 6 am, church & 8 am, day chapel
Prayer Shawl Ministry, 11:30 am, off campus
Faith Formation Training & Planning, 6:30 pm, 

Francis Hall
Mixed Choir, 6:45 pm, church
JYM, 7 pm, FDC social room
Teen Group, 7 pm, FDC “The Rock”

Thu., January 06:
Holy Hour, 6 am, church & 8 am, day chapel
Kindermusik, 10 am, FDC rooms 3-4
Kindermusik, 11:30 am, FDC rooms 3-4
K of C meeting & family potluck, 6 pm, Francis Hall

Fri., January 07:
Holy Hour, 6 am, church & 8 am, day chapel

Sat., January 08:  
Men’s Bible Study, 7:30 am, FDC room 10

Lord’s Day, January 09: 
Parish Faith Formation L!VE, “See, I Make All

Things New”-Rev. 21:5, 5 pm, Francis Hall

PARISH CALENDAR

The parish office will be closed on Monday, December 27 
in observance of Christmas. The office will be closed on 
Friday, December 31st in observance of the Feast of Mary, 
Holy Mother of God. Have a safe and blessed holiday!

TEEN GROUP & JYM MEET JANUARY 5TH
Teen Group and JuniorHigh Youth Ministry will 
meet Wednesday, January 5th from 7 to 8:30 pm. 
Please join us for a fun, faith-filled evening. If you 
want free food, come early for a light meal and 
social time beginning at 6:30 pm, before we split 
into our respective sessions. Hope to see you there!

*Masks are strongly encouraged for both 
vaccinated and unvaccinated individuals.*

CHRISTMAS MEMORIAL GIFTS
Van Dee family
Ben Vorwerk
Emma Skoda

Joyce Hougard
Matthew Smits

Terry Smits

Leo & Ruby King
Vincent & Mabel King
Roman & Daria Dorosz
Erika Brown families
Dorf & Brown families
Alois & Cecelia Bernard

Bob & Nancy Bedore
Pat & Mary Lou Duclon

Van Dee familyly
Ben Vorwerkk
Emma Skoda

Joycyce Hougugar
Matthew Sm

Terry 
Bo
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Swain Chiropractic
Dr. Kari Swain
(515) 967-9300

410 Center Place SW  
Altoona, IA

 www.SwainChiropractic.com
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Tammie Schroeder
Financial Advisor 
Parishioner
243-9112 | www.edwardjones.com

General Contractor | Construction Manager | Design-Build

Compliments of

Skinner 
Law Office

HEATING AND AIR CONDITIONING, INC.
2822 6th Ave. • Des Moines, Iowa  50313

Jason Gassmann, Owner/Parishioner
Office: 244-8911	 www.bellbrothers.com

McManus Automotive 
Complete Auto Repair • Tires Sales & Service
550 8th St. Sw • Altoona • 967-1020

Please visit us at  
www.Mcmanusautoaltoona.com

Choose Us For All Your Physical Therapy Needs
612 8th Street SW • Altoona, Iowa 50009

515-967-4124 • www.21stcenturyrehab.com

JENNY MOATS 
REALTOR® 

jennymoats@kw.com
4001 Westown PKWY • WDM, IA  Licensed in IA

JennyMoats.com 
(515) 306-7906

Scan to get my Mobile App and 
see homes everywhere you go!

Sue Sutton-Ludwig, REALTOR®
(515) 250-3126 
3602 NE Otterview Court  
Ankeny, IA 50021
HELPING YOU MAKE A HOUSE YOUR NEW HOME.

CONCEPTS
Soft Water

office: 515.224.2129
T.J. Riley, Owner
tj@iasoftwater.com

Pre-Kindergarten - 8th Grade

2107 E 33rd St. 
Des Moines

(515) 266-3433
stjosephcatholicdsm.org

FUTURES BEGIN AT ST. JOE’S!

OFFICERS 
GK Jack Kopecky	 (515) 577-0556 
DGK Steve Moyna 	 (515) 250-5530 
FS Marty DeDecker	 (515) 468-7772 
Mike Kockler	 (515) 681-2232

MEETING TIMES 
First Thursday of Month
6:00pm   Rosary 
6:20pm   Dinner 
7:00pm   Meeting

We are Our Brothers Keepers
Fr. Dan Clarke     Council #13109

DAN GINTHER, Field agent 

515-460-3411 
DANIEL.GINTHER@KOFC.ORG 

Life Insurance • Long Term Care • IRAs  
Disability Income • Retirement Planning

Independent Living • Assisted Living
Short-Term Rehab • Long-Term Care

We are proud to be central Iowa’s  
Catholic health care provider.  
Find a physician or clinic near you at 
mercyone.org/desmoines

515-967-8300   DuersonCorporation.com
601 1st Ave N, Altoona, IA

ROWE & BAKER 
PAINTING

RESIDENTIAL 
COMMERCIAL • INDUSTRIAL 

INTERIOR • EXTERIOR

515-289-3787

INGAMELLS 
Commercial Flooring

(515) 251-7780
2900 Justin Dr, Ste E, Urbandale, IA

Food Equipment Sales and Service
2048 NW 92nd Ct, Clive | 515-223-0700

515-979-2883
EisenlauerTeam.com

 

REVOLUTION

515.225.3469

Robert Ridgway AIA

14225 University Avenue
Suite 110, Waukee, IA

People.
Passion.

Performance.

Contact Terri Roe to place  
an ad today! troe@4LPi.com  

or (800) 950-9952 x5897Gifts • Jewelry • Tea  
Apparel • Cards

515-967-4213
HiddenTreasuresAltoona.com

A Women’s  
Consignment Boutique

967-5301
511 8TH ST SE, ALTOONA, 

IA


