
 

May 10th, 2020 
 

5th Sunday of Easter 
Mother’s Day 

Rev. Remigius “Remi” Okere C.S.Sp. 

Pastor, Rectory: 515-993-1056 

Email: okere.remi@gmail.com 

Parish Secretary, Lori Glanz   
Email: office@stjohnsadel.org 

Church Office: 515-993-4482 

Office Fax : 515-993-3973 

Office Hours: Mon. - Thurs. 9am - 2pm 

Office & IT Assistant, Kabrina Brady  

Email: assistant@stjohnsadel.org 

Faith Formation, Kelly Howard 

Email: re@stjohnsadel.org 

Faith Formation Office: 515-993-4590  

Youth Minister & Confirmation  

Coordinator, Jacque Seidl 

Email: youthminister@stjohnsadel.org 

Bulletin items should be emailed to the 

office, bulletin@stjohnsadel.org. The dead-

line for the upcoming weekend is Tuesday at 

Noon. Holiday deadlines may change. 

Mission Statement  

To  prepare the way of the Lord            

by connecting people to Jesus              

and to one another. 

 

The Bishop, Pastors, and Diocese staff 

meet online on a regular basis to discuss 

our ability and plans to safely resume    

activities, meetings and Mass. At this 

point it is looking like most activities will 

remain suspended through mid May, but 

we will follow the current virus trends in 

our area each week and resume our regu-

lar schedule as soon as possible.  

 
Though Masses may be temporarily can-

celled, the Church is alive and responding! 

The Church carries on its mission, especial-

ly in times of crisis. We will continue to 

post Fr. Remi’s Homily video as well as 

many other resources via email, on our 

Facebook page and on our website.  

 

We hope to see you soon! 

Gospel Meditation 
     When earthly lives end, especially when the person is younger, we tend to focus upon and consider what was lost. We think of 

lost opportunities — things they won’t be able to see, babies they won’t be able to cradle, and adventures that now must go undis-

covered. Our minds create this chasm between earth and heaven that sees the losses of this life as permanent ones, never possible 

to achieve again. This perception causes many folks to remain stuck in their grief as they ponder all of the missed opportunities 

and regrets. 

     This is not resurrection thinking. All of the love that we can give and receive, the joy and elation that can be experienced, the 

adventures that can be undertaken, and the possibilities to be discovered are all part of a continuous journey. They are not ends in 

and of themselves but are all part of the unfolding of a relationship we have with God, who not only makes all of these wonderful 

things possible now but sustains them and fulfills them into eternity. The perception and experience of loss is really an illusion, 

because in God’s eternal kingdom and in God’s time, nothing is ever lost. Even the most intimate and tender of moments we can 

conceive of sharing with another human being are only part of a journey toward perfect intimate and tender moments to be shared 

with God in our resurrected life. We become like God and see God as He is in eternity. What greater joy, love, and hope can ever 

be discovered as we walk down our often dimly lit paths in this world. 

     This is an awesome wonder and magnificent news to behold. Call to mind someone you have lost in death. How do you see 

them now? How do you see yourself in heaven? Remind yourself, again, that God is the Way, the Truth and the Life. Our happi-

ness is not going to be fully realized in this world, and there is nothing we can find here that cannot be found one hundred fold in 

eternity. It’s all about relationship, and not solely about the relationships we have with each other, ourselves, and the world in 

which we live. It’s about our relationship with God. If we realize how special that one relationship really is, then there is only one 

particular of heaven and life eternal that really matters: namely, that we fall into love eternal and discover truth. For when we fi-

nally close our eyes in death, then all will be well as long as we are with God. There are no losses, only gains. 
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Live the Liturgy  
     What do you imagine the resurrected life of heaven to be like? When we try to get 

our minds around such an enormous concept, we can easily find ourselves at a loss. For 

some folks, the enormity of the question actually causes them to ignore the reality of 

heaven or even conclude that it does not exist. Jesus knew that the magnitude and gran-

deur of eternal life are really too much for us to grasp. He kept it simple and described it 
in terms of relationship. The disciples treasured their relationship with Jesus, and he as-

sured them, “Where I am you also may be.” Ultimately, that was enough for them to 

know. They would be with him. Strengthen your relationship with God as He is the way, 

the truth, and the life. Is the assurance that you will be with Him enough for you as well?  



Go to www.stjohnsadel.org for more information, Catholic News and parish links! 

Prayer requests can be emailed or  called in to the office dur ing office: Monday - Friday 9 am to 2 pm, 515-993-4482 or  

office@stjohnsadel.org. Please continue to prayer for an end to this virus and especially for those experiencing health issues at 

this time. Contact the office if you would like to join the email prayer chain. 

THANK YOU! We greatly appreciate your con-

tinued support during this time of closure! You can 

donate by mail or Online Giving via the link on our 

website at stjohnsadel.org. 

 

Thank you for your support of the 2020 Diocesan Appeal! 
To date 56 families have pledge $34,135 (58% of our goal). 

Please join us in supporting the vital programs, services, and 

ministries offered through the Des Moines Diocese via the Dio-

cese website or simply mail in your pledge card. 

                              We’re here to help!  

 Do you know a Senior Citizen that is in need of groceries 

or other supplies? 

 A family that is in need of food assistance? 

 Someone who just needs someone to talk to?  

 Do you have the address of someone who would appreci-

ate a personal card or note?  

 If you or someone you know needs special assistance dur-

ing this time please contact the office and we will do what 

we can to provide help.  

Faith Superheroes – Join Us 
The Diocese of Des Moines invites you to join us for Faith Su-

perheroes: Encountering Christ in Your Domestic Church.  John 

Gaffney, director of Evangelization and Catechesis, kicked 

things off on April 30th with "Hope on the Road to Em-

maus."  He'll explore the Emmaus story and its connection to our 

situation today as a road map for accompanying each other 

through this COVID-19 journey and beyond.  Join us for one or 

all of a 5-part faith formation series, hosted on Zoom, exploring 

how to thrive in the midst of physical distancing while growing 

in our faith as communities of love! 

 

The link can be found on our website on the Faith Formation 

page, Youth Faith Formation (K-8).https://www.stjohnsadel.org/

youth-faith-formation--k-8-  

Adult Faith Formation Opportunities at St. Francis of Assisi  
Called & Gifted Spiritual Gifts Discernment Self-Study.        

The Catherine of Siena Institute is currently offering a self-study 

version of the Called & Gifted workshop online at a discounted 

rate of $49. The link is https://learning.siena.org/product/called-

gifted-self-study-edition/. The workshop/self-study includes an 

introduction to charisms -- also known as spiritual gifts -- and 

the process of discernment, with information to help you explore 

and begin the process of discovering God’s call in your life. 

During the workshop/self-study, you will:   

♦ Learn about charisms and the Holy Spirit, charisms and natu-

ral talents, and the experience of using a charism. 

♦ Learn about specific charisms, and how your personality and 

charisms work together. 

♦ Take the Catholic spiritual gifts inventory, and prepare for a 

gifts interview (step two) and in-depth discernment (step three). 

 

Called & Gifted Spiritual Gifts Interviews 

Three Des Moines area people have been trained by the Siena 

Institute to do spiritual gifts interviews for those who complete 

the workshop/self-study. For now we are able to offer interviews 

only virtually and by appointment. There is no fee for a gifts 

interview conducted by a trained, local interviewer. 

For more information, contact Faye Akers, Adult Faith For-

mation Director at St. Francis of Assisi Parish 

at fakers@saintfrancischurch.org or visit https://

saintfrancischurch.org 

First Reading: The word of God continued to spread, and 

the number of the disciples in Jerusalem increased greatly. 

(Acts 6:7a) 

Psalm: Lord, let your  mercy be on us, as we place our  trust 

in you. (Ps 33) or Alleluia 

Second Reading: You are “a chosen race, a royal pr iest-

hood, a holy nation, a people of his own, so that you may an-

nounce the praises” of him who called you out of darkness into 

his wonderful light. (1 Pt 2:9) 

Gospel: Jesus said to him, “I am the way and the truth and 

the life. No one comes to the Father except through me.” (Jn 

14:6) 
Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass ©2001, 1998, 1970 CCD. 

The English translation of Psalm Responses from Lectionary for Mass © 

1969, 1981, 1997, International Commission on English in the Liturgy 

Corporation. All rights reserved. 

©LPi 

 
Readings for the week of May 10, 2020 
Sunday: Acts 6:1-7/Ps 33:1-2, 4-5, 18-19 [22]/1 Pt 2:4-9/Jn 14:1-

12 

Monday: Acts 14:5-18/Ps 115:1-2, 3-4, 15-16 [1ab]/Jn 14:21-26 

Tuesday: Acts 14:19-28/Ps 145:10-11, 12-13ab, 21 [cf. 12]/Jn 

14:27-31a 

Wednesday: Acts 15:1-6/Ps 122:1-2, 3-4ab, 4cd-5 [cf. 1]/Jn 15:1-

8 

Thursday: Acts 1:15-17, 20-26/Ps 113:1-2, 3-4, 5-6, 7-8 [8]/Jn 

15:9-17 

Friday: Acts 15:22-31/Ps 57:8-9, 10 and 12 [10a]/Jn 15:12-17 

Saturday: Acts 16:1-10/Ps 100:1b-2, 3, 5 [2a]/Jn 15:18-21 

A reminder to pray the Rosary every day this month! 



The Knights of Columbus Invite members of St. John’s to 

join us at the InnerVisions Gala on June 4th. 

 
We purchased 2 tables of 10, if you would like a great meal 

and great evening! Join us AS OUR GUEST, we have pur-

chased your seat and meal!! To claim your spot call Chris 

Scanlan 515 314-7868 or Mike Mensen 515-669-1385 

This event will go in some format June 4th.  

If Covid-19 forces adjustments we promise to make it a special 

evening!  

5th Sunday of Easter, May 10th, 2020 

Knights of Columbus continue their weekly Rosary Thursday 

Evening at 7:45 PM. You can join them live on facebook by 

following thier page - https://www.facebook.com/KofC9574/ 
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Knight Life 
Yes we have been active even in this strange time. Without be-

ing able to have full council meetings,  the executive council 

held a meeting via Zoom. 

 

In an effort to support Big Al's and their meals for those who 

need one, we sponsored the meals for  May 4th. This has been a 

great community support providing food for those families in 

need.   

 

Also in recognition of the local food pantry increased need and 

area of coverage, we have sent them a check for $500. 

 

InnerVisions continues their efforts in unplanned pregnancy 

counseling. With our contribution towards nurse training earlier 

this year, plus generous donations from two brother Knights and 

budgeted check, we purchased sponsorship at the June 4th Gala 

event. 

Cherish Life Sponsor - $5,000 

Fill two tables with 10 guests, prime seating 

Sponsor and table guests are invited to a private reception before 

the Gala 

Name/company logo listed on gala material (Facebook, website, 

and program) 

Special Premium for sponsor and table guests 

I have created a sign up Genius if you would like to go to the 

InnerVisions Gala. Bring a date!  It should be a great evening. 

This will be held on June 4th.  If Covid forces a change in for-

mat we will adjust. 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e0d4ca4a72ca46-

innervisions2 

Or contact Chris Scanlan 515 314-7868  or Mike Mensen 515-

669-1385 

 

Follow our Council page - https://www.facebook.com/

KofC9574/ 

We have our weekly Rosary here live Thursday evenings at 7:45 

PM. 

We also post other info on this page as well. 

 

The Farm Progress show remains one of the fund raiser events 

still happening. 

Sign up to work if you can help out in September. 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e0d4ca4a72ca46-farm3 

 

Thank you to those who helped with the parking lot lines. 

 

As of now it looks like May meeting and activities will still be 
cancelled. 

 

On behalf of your council leadership. Thank you for your con-

tinued support and faith. 

Volunteers Needed!  
The Knights of Columbus will be working the Farm Progress 

show as a fund raiser. We leave St. John’s at 5 AM, back 

around 1 PM. Sept 1st, 2nd and 3rd. Call Mike Mensen 515-

669-1385 if you would like to volunteer for a day, or 2, or 3. 

This is a STANDING ON YOUR FEET day! 

Blessing of Mothers 

 

During the season of Easter, what a great time to remember 

our mothers and ask for God's blessing on them. It is God 

who ultimately gave us life. It is through God's unselfish 

love--mirrored in our mothers' willingness to associate their 

love with God's and take the risk to love us into life--that we 

have the opportunity for life. We remember our mothers this 

Mother's Day with much love. Let us pray for each of them: 

 

God our heavenly Father, 

you give to each the ability to share your generative love. 

Bless those women in our lives who mirror your love 

and bring forth life through their willingness 

to risk bringing new life into this world. 

Help us to show them our gratitude 

for the gift of life and the gift of a mother's love. 

May our life-giving God continue to bless them 

and show them his unfailing love. 

We ask this through Jesus, God's Son and our brother. 

Amen. 



  For ad info. call at 1-800-950-9952 • www.4lpi.com                 St. John, Adel, IA                 A 4C 02-0430

2001 Kennedy St 
Granger, IA

515-999-2588
www.GrangerNursingAndRehab.com

Hydro Heat 
Geothermal Systems

Mechanical Contractor 
25750 U Avenue • Waukee • Iowa 50263 

Don Dorrian Jr. Fax: (515) 987-1551 
Phone: (515) 987-4310 Mobile: (515) 208-4310

LINDA L. CHAPMAN, GRI 
Broker Associate 
803 Greene St, Adel, Ia 50003
Over 41 Years Experience
Member Des Moines Multi-Million Dollar Club
Business (515) 453-6371
Res. (515) 993-5238       Mobile (515) 707-7709
lindachapman@iowarealty.com

Parishioner

St. John’s Catholic Church
stjohnsadel.weshareonline.org

Contact Bert Spore to place an ad today! 
bspore@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x2527

1204 Linden St. • Dallas Center, IA 

515-992-3735
Email: mcahill@spurgeonmanor.com

Carpet - Furniture 
Tile & Grout Cleaning 

274-9109

Family, Implant & Cosmetic Dentistry
Elizabeth M. Craig D.D.S.

(515) 987-8387

Independently Owned
Quality Service • Free Delivery

113 North 9th St. Phone
  Adel, IA 50003 515-993-3644

www.adelhealthmart.com

1005 E. Hickman Rd. • Waukee

(515) 216-2760

Residential Home Mortgage Specialists

515-252-7107
2753 99th St • Urbandale

FREE INSPECTIONS & ESTIMATES
roofing • siding • gutters • your local roofer

515-360-3732

Locally Owned & Operated

Residential • Commercial 
Lawn Care • Landscaping 

Irrigation Maintenance

Luke Orstad, Owner 
515-201-0468   lukeslawnandlandscaping.com 

30672 Old Portland Road • Adel, IA


