
 
 

May 17th, 2020 
 

6th Sunday of Easter 

Rev. Remigius “Remi” Okere C.S.Sp. 

Pastor, Rectory: 515-993-1056 

Email: okere.remi@gmail.com 

Parish Secretary, Lori Glanz   
Email: office@stjohnsadel.org 

Church Office: 515-993-4482 

Office Fax : 515-993-3973 

Office Hours: Mon. - Thurs. 9am - 2pm 

Office & IT Assistant, Kabrina Brady  

Email: assistant@stjohnsadel.org 

Faith Formation, Kelly Howard 

Email: re@stjohnsadel.org 

Faith Formation Office: 515-993-4590  

Youth Minister & Confirmation  

Coordinator, Jacque Seidl 

Email: youthminister@stjohnsadel.org 

Bulletin items should be emailed to the 

office, bulletin@stjohnsadel.org. The dead-

line for the upcoming weekend is Tuesday at 

Noon. Holiday deadlines may change. 

 

The Mission of St John’s parish is 

to…love God, love neighbors, share the 

Gospel and build the kingdom of God. 

The Bishop, Pastors, and Diocese staff 

meet online on a regular basis to discuss 

our ability and plans to safely resume    

activities, meetings and Mass. Plans need 

to involve, regular cleaning, disinfecting, 

social distancing, etc. At this point it is 

looking like most activities will remain 

suspended through the end of May, but 

we will follow the current virus trends in 

our area each week and resume our     

regular schedule as soon as possible.  

 
Though Masses may be temporarily can-

celled, the Church is alive and responding! 

The Church carries on its mission, especial-

ly in times of crisis. We will continue to 

post weekend Mass videos as well as 

many other resources via email, on our 

Facebook page and on our website.  

 

We hope to see you soon! 

Gospel Meditation 

     We hope for many things: passing an exam, finding our true love, securing sustainable work, or surviving an illness. We often 

seek to have God be a part of what we hope for and desire, almost trying to convince Him that our agenda is what is ultimately im-

portant. While our particular hopes may appear to be what needs to be achieved in order for us to be happy, they really are not. Our 

lesser, more personal hopes can distract us from true hope. 

     When God became a human being, a powerful message was sent: all that is authentically human is found in the divine. As the 

human Jesus lived and died in order to show us that he truly is the universal Christ, we have to keep our sight focused on our eternal 

truth and destiny and who we truly are. We have to be careful when we allow our earthly concerns to distract us. True hope is found 

when we place our trust in Christ’s promises and don’t rely on our own strength. True hope focuses on striving toward the fulfill-

ment of God’s promises and not simply on achieving what we think we need in this life. Hope always travels with two friends — 

faith and love. In this trio of virtues, we find the very presence of God born in every human being. These are God’s greatest gifts, 

and they lead us to the fullness of His presence. 

     As with faith and love, we cannot see hope with just our human eyes. We don’t carry this virtue within us to use solely for our 

own personal agenda. Hope is not something that simply comes with the human package. As with faith and love, hope is a gift that is 

given to us to draw us closer to our eternal truth. Faith, hope, and love are signs that there is something far greater going on in us and 

something greater to persevere in obtaining. The true divine gift of hope is what will endure any hardship we encounter, especially 

those that will come from authentically living the Gospel. With all that is happening in our lives, in our church, and in our world, 

what is the reason for our hope? Ask God for the fortitude to see His eternal gift as the reason we get up in the morning and do the 

things we do. ©LPi 
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Live the Liturgy  

     Do you understand the true spiritual meaning of hope? Hope is the 

theological virtue by which we desire the kingdom of heaven and eternal 

life as our happiness. It is found when we place our trust in Christ’s 

promises and rely not on our own strength, but on the help of the Holy 

Spirit. Hope, when seen in this way, doesn’t set its sights purely on the 

things of this world but on the promises of God to come. Hope always is 

linked with faith and love. Often our hope can become too self-focused 

and something that is only about me and things that matter to me. 

Christ’s resurrection reminds us that it is not ultimately for this purpose. 

What is the reason for your hope? Our Easter season provides the oppor-

tunity for us to again assess whether it is the kingdom of heaven and life 

eternal or something else. ©LPi 



Go to www.stjohnsadel.org for more information, Catholic News and parish links! 

Prayer requests can be emailed or  called in to the office dur ing office: Monday - Friday 9 am to 2 pm, 515-993-4482 or  

office@stjohnsadel.org. Please continue to prayer for an end to this virus and especially for those experiencing health issues at 

this time. Contact the office if you would like to join the email prayer chain. 

THANK YOU! We greatly appreciate your con-

tinued support during this time of closure! You can 

donate by mail or Online Giving via the link on our 

website at stjohnsadel.org. 

 

Thank you for your support of the 2020 Diocesan Appeal! 
To date 58 families have pledge $37,835 (65% of our goal). 

Please join us in supporting the vital programs, services, and 

ministries offered through the Des Moines Diocese via the Dio-

cese website or simply mail in your pledge card. 

                              We’re here to help!  

 Do you know a Senior Citizen that is in need of groceries 

or other supplies? 

 A family that is in need of food assistance? 

 Someone who just needs someone to talk to?  

 Do you have the address of someone who would appreci-

ate a personal card or note?  

 If you or someone you know needs special assistance dur-

ing this time please contact the office and we will do what 

we can to provide help.  

Faith Superheroes – Join Us 
The Diocese of Des Moines invites you to join us for Faith Su-

perheroes: Encountering Christ in Your Domestic Church.  John 

Gaffney, director of Evangelization and Catechesis, kicked 

things off on April 30th with "Hope on the Road to Em-

maus."  He'll explore the Emmaus story and its connection to our 

situation today as a road map for accompanying each other 

through this COVID-19 journey and beyond.  Join us for one or 

all of a 5-part faith formation series, hosted on Zoom, exploring 

how to thrive in the midst of physical distancing while growing 

in our faith as communities of love! 

 

The link can be found on our website on the Faith Formation 

page, Youth Faith Formation (K-8).https://www.stjohnsadel.org/

youth-faith-formation--k-8-  

Adult Faith Formation Opportunities at St. Francis of Assisi  
Called & Gifted Spiritual Gifts Discernment Self-Study.        

The Catherine of Siena Institute is currently offering a self-study 

version of the Called & Gifted workshop online at a discounted 

rate of $49. The link is https://learning.siena.org/product/called-

gifted-self-study-edition/. The workshop/self-study includes an 

introduction to charisms -- also known as spiritual gifts -- and 

the process of discernment, with information to help you explore 

and begin the process of discovering God’s call in your life. 

During the workshop/self-study, you will:   

♦ Learn about charisms and the Holy Spirit, charisms and natu-

ral talents, and the experience of using a charism. 

♦ Learn about specific charisms, and how your personality and 

charisms work together. 

♦ Take the Catholic spiritual gifts inventory, and prepare for a 

gifts interview (step two) and in-depth discernment (step three). 

 

Called & Gifted Spiritual Gifts Interviews 

Three Des Moines area people have been trained by the Siena 

Institute to do spiritual gifts interviews for those who complete 

the workshop/self-study. For now we are able to offer interviews 

only virtually and by appointment. There is no fee for a gifts 

interview conducted by a trained, local interviewer. 

For more information, contact Faye Akers, Adult Faith For-

mation Director at St. Francis of Assisi Parish 

at fakers@saintfrancischurch.org or visit https://

saintfrancischurch.org 

First Reading: Then they laid hands on them and they re-

ceived the Holy Spirit. (Acts 8:17) 

Psalm: Let all the ear th cry out to God with joy. (Ps 66) or  

Alleluia. 

Second Reading: For Chr ist also suffered for  sins once, the 

righteous for the sake of the unrighteous, that he might lead 

you to God. (1 Pt 3:18a) 

Gospel: “I will not leave you orphans; I will come to you. 

In a little while the world will no longer see me, but you will 

see me, because I live and you will live.” (Jn 14:18-19) 
Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass ©2001, 1998, 1970 CCD. 
The English translation of Psalm Responses from Lectionary for Mass © 1969, 

1981, 1997, International Commission on English in the Liturgy Corporation. All 

rights reserved. 
 

Readings for the week of May 17th, 2020 

Sunday: Acts 8:5-8, 14-17/Ps 66:1-3, 4-5, 6-7, 16, 20 [1]/1 Pt 

3:15-18/Jn 14:15-21 

Monday: Acts 16:11-15/Ps 149:1b-2, 3-4, 5-6a and 9b [cf. 4a]/

Jn 15:26—16:4a 

Tuesday: Acts 16:22-34/Ps 138:1-2ab, 2cde-3, 7c-8 [7c]/Jn 

16:5-11 

Wednesday: Acts 17:15, 22—18:1/Ps 148:1-2, 11-12, 13, 14/

Jn 16:12-15 

Thursday: Acts 18:1-8/Ps 98:1, 2-3ab, 3cd-4 [cf. 2b]/Jn 16:16-

20 

Ascension: Acts 1:1-11/Ps 47:2-3, 6-7, 8-9 [6]/Eph 1:17-23/Mt 

28:16-20 

Friday: Acts 18:9-18/Ps 47:2-3, 4-5, 6-7 [8a]/Jn 16:20-23 

Saturday: Acts 18:23-28/Ps 47:2-3, 8-9, 10 [8a]/Jn 16:23b-28 

A reminder to pray the Rosary every day this month! 



The Knights of Columbus Invite members of St. John’s to 

join us at the InnerVisions Gala on June 4th. 

 
We purchased 2 tables of 10, if you would like a great meal and 

great evening! Join us AS OUR GUEST, we have purchased 

your seat and meal!! To claim your spot call Chris Scanlan 515 

314-7868 or Mike Mensen 515-669-1385 

This event will go in some format June 4th.  

If Covid-19 forces adjustments we promise to make it a special 

evening!  

6th Sunday of Easter, May 17th, 2020 

Knights of Columbus continue their weekly Rosary Thursday 

Evening at 7:45 PM. You can join them live on facebook by 

following thier page - https://www.facebook.com/KofC9574/ 
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Volunteers Needed! The Knights of Columbus will be working 
the Farm Progress show as a fund raiser. We leave St. John’s at 

5 AM, back around 1 PM. Sept 1st, 2nd and 3rd. Call Mike 

Mensen 515-669-1385 if you would like to volunteer for a day, 

or 2, or 3. This is a STANDING ON YOUR FEET day! 

Calculating Love 
     Have you ever Googled the word “love”? If you did, you 

may have come across something called the Love Calculator. It 

is a website where you can supply two names, and the percent-

age chance of a successful relationship is calculated. Curious, I 

entered my name and my wife’s. Twenty percent! I hope my 

wife doesn’t read this! 

     I then decided to add my name and God. A whopping thir-

teen percent! Then for the last attempt, I put in my name and 

Jesus. A very disappointing zero percent! Am I that unlovable? 

Of course, then I read the small print at the bottom of the page: 

“Please note that this site has no serious intention whatsoever.” 

Shocking! 

     The truth is, the modern world increasingly seems to have 

no real idea what love is or how to determine when love is real. 

That makes the seemingly simple words of Jesus about loving 

God and your neighbor very complex indeed. How can you 

love God with your all your heart, soul, and mind when you 

have no idea what the act of loving means? And then, what 

constitutes loving a neighbor? To make it more complicated, 

Jesus commands you to love them like you love yourself. I bet 

you can agree with me that there are a lot of people out there 

who do not even come close to loving themselves. Knowing 

what love is in modern times is just not that easy. How is a 

well-meaning person able to find out the true meaning of love? 

     You don’t know what true love is? I think you do. Turn 

your eyes to that crucifix hanging in your church, home, or 

office. The answer was given over 2,000 years ago, and the 

image remains for the entire world to see. 

—Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS 

Knight Life 
As a council we continue to function as close to 

normal as we can. Our may meeting has been 

canceled, however the Executive council will 

discuss any items that need attention through a 

virtual meeting platform. If you have anything 

you would like us to discuss just let Chris    

Scanlan, Dan Sweers, or Mike Dayton know.    

 

The Executive council consist of Grand Knight Scanlan, Deputy 

Grand Knight Sweers, Chancellor Dayton, Secretary Mike 

Wytik, Financial Secretary Chris Seidl, Treasurer Chris Obereu-

ter, Trustees, Dan Jones, Paul Tauke, Marty Pieper. 

 

We are hopeful to have a June meeting on the 18th. 

 

The InnerVisions Gala June 4th will be a virtual event.  We are 

still not sure what that will look like.  Hope to have more details 

next week.  What ever we do WILL require pre registration to 

allow us to plan accordingly.  Please sign up via Sign up Genius 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e0d4ca4a72ca46- innervi-

sions2 Or contact Chris Scanlan 515 314-7868 or Mike Mensen 

515- 669-1385  

 

Make sure to follow our Council page - https://

www.facebook.com/ KofC9574/ to keep up to date as well.  We 

have our weekly Rosary here live Thursday evenings at 7:45 

PM.  

 

At this time The Farm Progress show remains one of the fund 

raiser events still happening. Sign up to work if you can help out 

in September. https://www.signupgenius.com/

go/30e0d4ca4a72ca46-farm3   

 

Thank you for your continued support and faith. 

We are working through the Diocese to implement a plan for 

reopening for week day Mass. As soon as we have the go 

ahead to move forward we will let you know! 
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2001 Kennedy St 
Granger, IA

515-999-2588
www.GrangerNursingAndRehab.com

Hydro Heat 
Geothermal Systems

Mechanical Contractor 
25750 U Avenue • Waukee • Iowa 50263 

Don Dorrian Jr. Fax: (515) 987-1551 
Phone: (515) 987-4310 Mobile: (515) 208-4310

LINDA L. CHAPMAN, GRI 
Broker Associate 
803 Greene St, Adel, Ia 50003
Over 41 Years Experience
Member Des Moines Multi-Million Dollar Club
Business (515) 453-6371
Res. (515) 993-5238       Mobile (515) 707-7709
lindachapman@iowarealty.com

Parishioner

St. John’s Catholic Church
stjohnsadel.weshareonline.org

Contact Bert Spore to place an ad today! 
bspore@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x2527

1204 Linden St. • Dallas Center, IA 

515-992-3735
Email: mcahill@spurgeonmanor.com

Carpet - Furniture 
Tile & Grout Cleaning 

274-9109

Family, Implant & Cosmetic Dentistry
Elizabeth M. Craig D.D.S.

(515) 987-8387

Independently Owned
Quality Service • Free Delivery

113 North 9th St. Phone
  Adel, IA 50003 515-993-3644

www.adelhealthmart.com

1005 E. Hickman Rd. • Waukee

(515) 216-2760

Residential Home Mortgage Specialists

515-252-7107
2753 99th St • Urbandale

FREE INSPECTIONS & ESTIMATES
roofing • siding • gutters • your local roofer

515-360-3732

Locally Owned & Operated

Residential • Commercial 
Lawn Care • Landscaping 

Irrigation Maintenance

Luke Orstad, Owner 
515-201-0468   lukeslawnandlandscaping.com 

30672 Old Portland Road • Adel, IA


