
 

November 15th, 2020 
 

33rd Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Rev. Remigius “Remi” Okere C.S.Sp. 

Pastor, Rectory: 515-993-1056 

Email: okere.remi@gmail.com 
 

Parish Secretary, Lori Glanz   
Email: office@stjohnsadel.org 

Church Office: 515-993-4482 

Office Fax : 515-993-3973 

Office Hours: Mon. - Fri. 9 am - 4 pm 
 

Faith Formation, Kelly Howard 

Email: re@stjohnsadel.org 

Faith Formation Office: 515-993-4590  
 

Youth Minister & Confirmation  

Coordinator, Jacque Seidl 

Email: youthminister@stjohnsadel.org 
 

Bulletin items should be emailed to      

office@stjohnsadel.org. The deadline for  

the upcoming weekend is Tuesday at Noon.  

Mission Statement  

To  prepare the way of the Lord            

by connecting people to Jesus              

and to one another. 

Regular Mass Schedule  
Tuesday Mass: 5:30 pm,  

outside  weather permitting 

Wed., Thursday, & Friday: 8:30 am  

Saturday Mass: 4:30 pm 

Sunday Mass: 9:00 am  

Reconciliation is by appt. only at this 

time, please contact the office. 

Eucharistic Adoration is held on 

Thursdays from 9 am to 9 pm. 

Join us for the Rosary 30 minutes prior to 

weekend Mass. 

 

Please call the office if you would like to 

schedule a Baptism, a class may be re-

quired if you have not attended in the last 

3 years.  

Please call at least 6 months in advance to 

make Marriage arrangements. 

Live the Liturgy 

God has entrusted his possessions to us. God’s possessions are not earthly, physical things like ours: a home, bank account,     

personal items, and so forth. God’s possessions are far greater and deeper. God’s greatest possession is His very Self and it is  

precisely this pearl of great price that He bestows freely upon us. What are we going to do with it? Nourishing the fruits of wis-

dom is of the first order in determining how we are going to use what God have given. Understanding that His gift has not been 

given purely for our self-benefit is another. Wisdom asks us to broaden our horizons to embrace all avenues of human life, includ-

ing the needs of the poor, the marginalized, and the needy. Manifested primarily in the virtues of faith, hope, and love, what God 

has  entrusted to us can multiply exponentially if we invest His gift wisely and reap the greatest benefits. While it requires a great 

deal of focus and persistent hard work, we will experience tremendous joy when we realize just how much confidence God has in 

us. Not acting on something out of fear or lack of trust serves no purpose and is of no use to either God or ourselves. ©LPi 

Gospel Meditation 

  God gives us the gift of His very self and asks us to invest it. Investing God’s greatest gift of Himself wisely, allows God’s  

kingdom to grow and flourish. God trusts us with this pearl of great price in hopes that it will produce abundant fruit. While God’s 

gift of self is realized in the 

gifts of faith, hope, and love, they are not meant to be solely for personal benefit. They are intended to be shared and are at the 

heart of Jesus’ blueprint for happiness, the Beatitudes. 

     When we properly invest God’s greatest gift, His most treasured possession, we invest in the wellbeing of all of our brothers 

and sisters and the world in which we live. We take up most seriously our call to be stewards and properly manage, not only our 

own affairs, but the affairs of those around and before us. God has put tremendous confidence in us. Do we have that same      

confidence in God? 

    We often go the extra mile and put in the additional effort when it comes to those concerns closest to us: our families, friends, 

careers, home and securities. But when it comes to things that are not as close to us, we can become lax and less conscientious. 

Tending to God’s treasure requires a great deal of focus and persistent hard work. It demands that I see the bigger picture, God’s 

picture, in which self-sacrifice is a given as we labor for the establishment of God’s kingdom, God’s vision. Fear and a lack of 

trust can loom large, however. We are afraid of letting go of what is “mine” and apprehensive of jeopardizing what we have in 

order to venture into something bigger and more promising. 

    Fear and a lack of trust serve no purpose in God’s kingdom. They benefit neither the person nor God. What is required is a  

courageous resolve that produces the fortitude necessary to stay the course and do what God is asking. Doing all in our power to 

cultivate the seeds of faith, hope, and love in our world, working diligently to put all of our relationships in proper order, becom-

ing attentive to systems and ideologies that hurt and oppress people, being mindful of injustice, and laboring on behalf of the poor 

and the needy are at the core of what each of us is asked to do. It is how we invest God’s most precious gift wisely. If persistent, 

alert and attentive, then life will gradually improve around us, there will be greater peace and we will experience joy. ©LP 

St. John’s Catholic Church, 24043 302nd Place, P O Box 185, Adel, IA 50003,  www.stjohnsadel.org 



 

Go to www.stjohnsadel.org for more information, Catholic News and parish links! 

Do you have Prayer Requests?  
 

They can be emailed or called in to the office dur-

ing office hours Monday - Friday 9 am to 4 pm,  

515-993-4482 or office@stjohnsadel.org. 

 

If you would like to join the email prayer chain please email 

your request to the office. 

If you or your committee have an item for the bulletin please 

send it to office@stjohnsadel.org. Holiday deadlines are moved 

up (11/29 due 11/19), the normal deadline is Tuesday noon. 

Collection for Veterans at Veterans Hospital in Des 

Moines. 

Through this week the Works of Mercy Team will have a col-

lection basket in the entryway for the Veterans at Veterans 

Hospital. Donations will be used to purchase sweatpants, un-

derwear and canvas shoes for Veterans. Checks can be made 

out to St. Johns or you can give via the Give Online link on 

our website under second collections. Thank you for your con-

sideration. 

   Saturday, November 14th, 4:30 pm Special Intentions for the Dana & Kevin Meier Family 

   Sunday, November 15th, 9:00 am Marv Dick 

   Tuesday, November 17th, 5:30 pm Maria Valencia 

   Wednesday, November 18th, 8:30 am Special Intentions for Susan Shepard 

   Thursday, November 19th, 8:30 am Special Intentions for Seminarian Nick Smith 

   Friday, November 20th, 8:30 am St. John’s Parish 

   Saturday, November 21st, 4:30 pm Mallory Amis 

   Sunday, November 22nd, 9:00 am Othmar & Dorothy Meier 

Contact the office to schedule Mass Intentions. The suggested stipend is $5 per Mass. 

We have reached 90% of our 2020 Annual Diocesan Appeal 

Goal, we still need $5,622. If you have not yet done so please 

consider making a pledge. Cards are in the entry. Thank you! 

We will be taking up a collection the second half of November 

for the Adel Ministerial fund. This fund is administered by the 

ADM Ministerial group, made up of pastors from St. John's 

and other local area churches. Funds are used to fulfill requests 

for emergency assistance to area families in 

need. Please be sure to mark your donations 

or donate through online giving on our web-

site! Please note! Their annual Thanksgiving 

dinner will not take place this year and will 

instead be an online prayer service held on 

November 24th.  

Do you want to help heal the divisions we see in our country? 

If so, check out Civilize It Iowa, a diocesan campaign that is 

inviting all of us to pray, fast, and give alms for the sake of 

charity in your own hearts, and in our country. To 

check out this simple invitation to pursue holiness 

in our own lives, and charity in our country, visit 

civilizeitiowa.com or scan the QR code.  

First Reading: 
Charm is deceptive and beauty fleeting; 

the woman who fears the Lord is to be praised. 

Give her a reward for her labors, 

and let her works praise her at the city gates. (Prv 31:30-31) 

Psalm: 
Blessed are those who fear the Lord. (Ps 128) 

Second Reading: 

For all of you are children of the light 

and children of the day. 

We are not of the night or of darkness. 

Therefore, let us not sleep as the rest do, 

but let us stay alert and sober. (1 Thes 5:5-6) 

Gospel: 
“His master said to him, ‘Well done, my good and faithful serv-

ant. Since you were faithful in small matters, I will give you 

great responsibilities. Come, share your master’s joy.’” (Mt 

25:21) 
Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass ©2001, 1998, 1970 CCD. 
The English translation of Psalm Responses from Lectionary for Mass © 1969, 

1981, 1997, International Commission on English in the Liturgy Corporation. All 

rights reserved. ©LPi 

Temporary Adjustment to Phase 3 Regathering Guidelines 

     The diocese has implemented a regathering policy adjust-

ment, made out of concern for the physical and spiritual health 

of the people of our diocese, and to protect our gathering 

around the Eucharistic table and worshiping together through 

these upcoming months. Due to the rising COVID-19 cases 

throughout the Diocese of Des Moines, the increased hospitali-

zations, and the anticipated difficulties that the winter season 

will bring, the Diocese of Des Moines is suspending all parish 
and diocesan sponsored or hosted social events, beginning on 

Nov. 23 through Jan. 10. 

     While we hope for the ability to resume social gatherings 

on Jan. 11, we do recognize that the suspension may need to 

be extended at that time.  

The Annual Ecumenical Thanksgiving Prayer Service will be 

held online the evening of Tuesday, Nov. 24th, details tbd 

Wednesday, November 25th, Mass of Thanksgiving 6 pm (no 

morning Mass) 

November 26th & 27th No Masses scheduled 

The office will close 11/25 at Noon, 11/26 & 11/27.  

The office will close at Noon on Friday’s beginning Dec. 4th 

through the end of December. 

Advent begins the weekend of  November  29th! 

Tuesday, December 8th Immaculate Conception Mass at 8:30 

am & 6 pm 
Reconciliation continues to be by appointment at this time. 

The Advent Reconciliation dates will be available soon there 

will be no Communal Penance service this year. 



The Catholic Foundation of Southwest Iowa 

has released a new series of 15 minute educa-

tional webinars.  These webinars will cover 

topics of gifts of grain, stock gifts, vehicle 

donations, 529 Educational Plan and planned 

giving. Prior to COVID-19, these in person 

meetings were an hour.  With COVID-19, this 

simply isn’t possible right now, but we don’t want you to miss 

out!  So, please join them in a compressed, but informative 

webinar to learn more!  Their website is catholicfoundationio-

wa.org or call them at 515-237-5044.  

           The Knight Life  
November 19th meeting.  November is a tradi-

tional meal at our council.  We have a ham and 

bean recipe that dates back to one of our origi-

nal Council 9574 members Leo Wile.  This is a 

great meeting to attend!  Come hungry!!  Meeting will be at Ed 

Origer’s house - 1023 S 10th Street Adel. Rosary 6:15, Meal at 

6:30, Meeting at 7 pm. We will be talking Lenten Fish Fry 

among other items. 

 

Christmas party survey. With the Covid situation we are run-

ning a quick survey to see if Knights and their spouse or signif-

icant other are still interested in the annual Christmas party in 

January. Please respond via Sign up Genius or call Mike Men-

sen 515-669-1385. 

 

We are entering the slower time in Knight activities.  Novem-

ber and December are busy times in all of our families and 

lives. Please take some time an enjoy with your families  We 

will start gearing up in January and February for Lenten Fish 

Fry events!!! 

 

Look here for a summary of the November meeting next week! 

Registration for Catholic Youth Camp 2021 opens at noon 

on Nov. 15! The staff at Catholic Youth Camp are busy plan-

ning to make summer 2021 the most amazing summer ever! 

Campers driving up to the St. Thomas More Center in Panora 

next June, July and August will find new cabins, a renovated 

Dingman Lodge and double the number of paid summer staff 
hired to ensure safety procedures are followed so everyone can 

have a safe experience. When you sign up early for CYC this 

summer you get: For information on how to register or apply 

for sponsorship, go to stmcenter.com. There are forms in the 

entry, and we will have discounts to share, please contact the 

office if you are interested in reserving a discount coupon. 

Knights of Columbus will be having 

their Tootsie Roll drive after Mass on 

November 14th and 15th.  Pick up 

your Tootsie roll and leave a donation. All proceeds go towards 

our Persons with Intellectual Disabilities (or PID) fund.  Spe-

cial Olympics, Mosaic, Genesis Development, and Adel Books 

& Bakery are recipients of these funds.  These organizations 

provide opportunities for our community members to live an 

independent life. 

St. John’s has an opening for a part-time Music & Liturgy 

Director to facilitate the worship life of our parish community 

through music and liturgical planning, preparation, coordina-

tion, and promotion. The director is responsible for recruiting 

volunteers and provides liturgical minister formation and music 

education for parish ministers of music and liturgy. Must be a 

practicing Catholic. A Bachelor’s   degree in Music or related 

field preferred, and proficiency in at least one performance ar-

ea; keyboard, choral, voice, etc. A more complete job descrip-
tion can be found under News on our website 

www.stjaohnsadel.org. If you desire to work in a positive envi-

ronment with flexible hours please send your resume 

to office@stjohnsadel.org or St. John’s P O Box 185, Adel, IA 

50003 by November 30th. 

SAVE THE DATE: Sunday December 6th at 6:00 pm. Waiting 

in Joyful Hope, is the theme for  the next Intergenerational 

Virtual Faith Formation Session. We wait as people of hope…

We wait as Mary waited; how is she a model for us? We wait 

for the transformation of the world; what is God pointing us 

toward? How do we need to surrender control to God as we 

wait? If you missed the November Session—Thanks Be to 

God---you can find the link to the ZOOM recording on the 

Companions Page of our parish website. https://

www.stjohnsadel.org/companions 

FAITH FORMATION UPDATES We have had an amaz-

ing first few months! Our smaller class sizes and support from 

home is helping to build our small faith communities on 

Wednesday night. The kids are engaged in class, catechists are 

making connections, and parents are teaching at home. Sharing 

prayer, our Catholic faith, and supporting one another in the 

midst of the pandemic continues to reveal God’s love and gives 

all of our families hope for the future. The last class for K-4 

before Christmas will be December 9th. Our older students (5th-

8th) will meet November 18th, December 2nd and 16th.   

The Confirmation Mass has been scheduled for Sunday 

February 14th at 1:00 pm.  Please note impor tant Sunday 

meeting dates for both Year 1 and Year 2 Confirmation Candi-

dates: November 15 in parish hall, November 29th (virtual for 

2nd year), December 13 in parish hall, Year 2 Confirmation 

Retreat-January 16 and 17, Year 2 Confirmation meeting –

January 31. 

November RCIA part 2 
     RCIA continues to be so very inspiring. Our prayer warriors 

are truly amazing. Devotion to our Lord and Savior run deep in 

this group. Everyone participates in all the lessons. It was a 

marathon session with three lessons being presented. 

     Your Prayer Life was first. We learned about types of pray-

ers and how different members used these kinds of prayers. No 

two were the same but all were very motivating. 

     Then we dove right into Catholic Prayers and Practices. We 

discussed specific prayers. What certain prayers meant and 

when they were used in our Faith. It was absolutely uplifting.  

The evening’s final lesson was The Mass. The different parts of 

the Mass were laid out for all to see. The group shared what 

parts of the Mass meant the most to them. It was noted that not 

having the entire congregation singing seemed to be a little bit 

of a disappointment. 

    Please, remember the candidates and team members in you 

prayers.  
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Hydro Heat 
Geothermal Systems

Mechanical Contractor 
25750 U Avenue • Waukee • Iowa 50263 

Don Dorrian Jr. Fax: (515) 987-1551 
Phone: (515) 987-4310 Mobile: (515) 208-4310

LINDA L. CHAPMAN, GRI 
Broker Associate 
803 Greene St, Adel, Ia 50003
Over 41 Years Experience
Member Des Moines Multi-Million Dollar Club
Business (515) 453-6371
Res. (515) 993-5238       Mobile (515) 707-7709
lindachapman@iowarealty.com

Parishioner

Contact Bert Spore to place an ad today! 
bspore@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x2527

1204 Linden St. • Dallas Center, IA 

515-992-3735
Email: mcahill@spurgeonmanor.com

Carpet - Furniture 
Tile & Grout Cleaning 

274-9109

Family, Implant & Cosmetic Dentistry
Elizabeth M. Craig D.D.S.

(515) 987-8387

Independently Owned
Quality Service • Free Delivery

113 North 9th St. Phone
  Adel, IA 50003 515-993-3644

www.adelhealthmart.com

1005 E. Hickman Rd. • Waukee

(515) 216-2760

Residential Home Mortgage Specialists

515-252-7107
2753 99th St • Urbandale

FREE INSPECTIONS & ESTIMATES
roofing • siding • gutters • your local roofer

515-360-3732

Locally Owned & Operated

Residential • Commercial 
Lawn Care • Landscaping 

Irrigation Maintenance

Luke Orstad, Owner 
515-201-0468   lukeslawnandlandscaping.com 

30672 Old Portland Road • Adel, IA

211 S 7th St, Adel
(515) 993-3844

Tues-Fri 7am-8:30pm
Sat 6:30am-8:30pm | Sun 8am-1pm

Patrick’sPatrick’s  
RestaurantRestaurant

Craig SedarS 
owner

28050 N AVE • ADEL, IA
515-993-3175   MODERNMOTORSINC.COM

Residential • Commercial • Farms
Licensed • Insured • No Contracts Required

Over 30 Years Experience
21996 Old Hwy 6, Adel

515-316-2433    PaulsAAAPestControl.com

515-993-3426

New Construction 
Remodels 
Service Calls 
Sewer & Water 
Install & Repair

Since 1950

515-993-3426

24 HR SERVICE AVAILABLE
1805 Main St, Adel, IA 515-371-4036

Pre-owned Used Cars 
Repair Shop All Makes & Models
510 Nile Kinnick Dr N, Adel

515-993-4261
TheCarStoreIowa.com

Plumbing • Clogged Drains & Toilets
Water Heaters • Sewer Lines Repaired & Replaced
 515-278-5668 | RotoRooterDesMoines.com

Septic Pumping Service

DJ Bennett | 515-339-5718
Sewer & Drain Jetting • Camera • Locating

DJS Services


