
 

November 22nd, 2020 
 

Our Lord Jesus Christ,  
King of the Universe 

Rev. Remigius “Remi” Okere C.S.Sp. 

Pastor, Rectory: 515-993-1056 

Email: okere.remi@gmail.com 
 

Parish Secretary, Lori Glanz   
Email: office@stjohnsadel.org 

Church Office: 515-993-4482 

Office Fax : 515-993-3973 

Office Hours: Mon. - Fri. 9 am - 4 pm 
 

Faith Formation, Kelly Howard 

Email: re@stjohnsadel.org 

Faith Formation Office: 515-993-4590  
 

Youth Minister & Confirmation  

Coordinator, Jacque Seidl 

Email: youthminister@stjohnsadel.org 
 

Bulletin items should be emailed to      

office@stjohnsadel.org. The deadline for  

the upcoming weekend is Tuesday at Noon.  

Mission Statement  

To  prepare the way of the Lord            

by connecting people to Jesus              

and to one another. 

Regular Mass Schedule  
Tuesday Mass: 5:30 pm,  

outside  weather permitting 

Wed., Thursday, & Friday: 8:30 am  

Saturday Mass: 4:30 pm 

Sunday Mass: 9:00 am  

Reconciliation is by appt. only at this 

time, please contact the office. 

Eucharistic Adoration is held on 

Thursdays from 9 am to 9 pm. 

Join us for the Rosary 30 minutes prior to 

weekend Mass. 

 

Please call the office if you would like to 

schedule a Baptism, a class may be re-

quired if you have not attended in the last 

3 years.  

Please call at least 6 months in advance to 

make Marriage arrangements. 

Live the Liturgy 
Titles and privileges, palaces and guards, banquets and benefits, servants and fine living, are all things earthly folks associate with kings 

and royalty. These have no place in Christ. To understand the kingdom of Christ and what it means to have Christ as our king, one must 

be willing and able to understand transformation, engagement and empowerment. To live in the kingship of Christ, we have to live deep-

ly and contemplatively; allowing God to change not only how we act, but how we feel, think, and see. It is not an easy journey or one 

that is always welcomed. Sometimes, it is easier and safer to live as if Christ were our earthly king. It’s a more black and white world. 

But the kingdom of Christ exists in a world of gray where the hungry, thirsty, those who are strangers, naked, ill, and imprisoned find a 

welcome home. It is a kingdom that doesn’t always make sense, where the last are first and the weakest are most strong. World econom-

ics and secular philosophy doesn’t like this kind of king. Maybe that is why they crucified him the first time and continue to. Whatever 

we do to the least of God’s children, we do to God. Do you really want to inherit the kingdom? ©LPi 

Gospel Meditation, Our Lord Jesus Christ, King of the Universe 

     Many Americans are fascinated with England’s monarchy. For many different reasons, we are drawn to the regal pageantry and all of 

the protocols associated with royal lifestyles. What’s most amazing is that for all of the media attention focused on the comings and go-

ings of English royalty, they really have very little effect on the day to day dealings of their country. Thoughts and images of kings and 

queens are often centered on this story book understanding of who and what they are. We associate protocols, etiquette, and proper 

words and actions to how we approach members of a royal family. These tools serve the necessary purpose of keeping them isolated, 

enthroned, and at a distance. There is something attractive about being an observer of ritual, pomp, and circumstance. It’s almost theatri-

cal. 

     Is this how we see Jesus Christ, too? We often behave as if Christ is an isolated, enthroned, royal, and even ineffective king. Jesus 

wants nothing to do with having the status of an earthly king. Jesus also does not want to be watched, observed, or set apart. He wants to 

get down and dirty with the very stuff of life especially the poor, marginalized, confused, hurting, lost, broken, imprisoned, and forgot-

ten ones. Jesus is the king who turns the tables on us and wants not only our attention but our engagement and conversion. He wants us 

to get dirty too. 

     How we treat other people is at the heart of Christ’s kingdom. “Whatever you did for one of the least brothers of mine, you did for 

me.” At different times in our lives we are all counted among the “least” ones. We may not be physically poor, but we can easily be-

come emotionally and spiritually poor. We may not be marginalized as many physically are, cast aside because they have too many 

needs or don’t quite fit in. But who hasn’t experienced isolation, loneliness, inner turmoil, angst, heartache, or loss? Almost every hu-

man being has experienced brokenness at one point or another, or will most definitely at some future point, facing discouragement, fear, 

insecurity. People are thirsty for more than water. We are imprisoned by our prejudices, misconceived notions and ideas, self-focused 

obsessions and ideologies. There is a lot of pain and many least ones around us. Stop, look and listen. This is what Christ the King is 

asking us to do. Look deeply into the eyes and soul of your sisters and brothers, all of them, and see Christ himself. 

Being a spectator and observing all of the pageantry isn’t enough. Jesus wants us to inherit the kingdom and live the kingdom. It is built 

on the blocks of love, mercy, compassion, hope, faith, and blessing. It engages those who want it, changes and informs minds, inspires 

and transforms hearts, converts and renews souls, and sets things right. There is such a great need around us. Are you ready and willing 

to do whatever you can to serve in God’s kingdom? ©LPi 

St. John’s Catholic Church, 24043 302nd Place, P O Box 185, Adel, IA 50003 



 

Go to www.stjohnsadel.org for more information, Catholic News and parish links! 

Do you have Prayer Requests?  
 

They can be emailed or called in to the office dur-

ing office hours Monday - Friday 9 am to 4 pm,  

515-993-4482 or office@stjohnsadel.org. 

 

If you would like to join the email prayer chain please email 

your request to the office. 

   Saturday, November 21st, 4:30 pm Mallory Amis 

   Sunday, November 22nd, 9:00 am Othmar & Dorothy Meier 

   Tuesday, November 24th, 5:30 pm Kathryn Fitzgerald 

   Wednesday, November 25th, **6 pm** Special Intentions for the Mike Fisher family 

   Thursday, November 26th, No Mass, Thanksgiving 

   Friday, November 27th, No Mass 

   Saturday, November 28th, 4:30 pm Mary & Gerald Whitten 

   Sunday, November 29th, 9:00 am Pauline Maurath 

Contact the office to schedule Mass Intentions. The suggested stipend is $5 per Mass. 

We will be taking up a collection the second 

half of November for the Adel Ministerial 

fund. This fund is administered by the ADM 

Ministerial group, made up of pastors from 

St. John's and other local area churches. 

Funds are used to fulfill requests for       

emergency assistance to area families or transients in need. 

Please be sure to mark your donations or donate through 

online giving on our website!  

 

Please note! Their Annual Thanksgiving Dinner will not take 

place this year and will instead be an online prayer service 

held on November 24th. Fr. Remi will be sharing the petitions 

and leading the Lord’s Prayer. We will send out the link on 

our website and via email. 

Do you want to help heal the divisions we see in our country? 

If so, check out Civilize It Iowa, a diocesan campaign that is 

inviting all of us to pray, fast, and give alms for the sake of 

charity in your own hearts, and in our country. To 

check out this simple invitation to pursue holiness 

in our own lives, and charity in our country, visit 

civilizeitiowa.com or scan the QR code.  

First Reading: 
As for you, my sheep, thus says the Lord God, 

I will judge between one sheep and another, 

between rams and goats. (Ez 34:17) 

Psalm: 

The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing I shall want. (Ps 23) 

Second Reading: 

For he must reign until he has put all his enemies under his feet. 

The last enemy to be destroyed is death. (1 Cor 15:25-26) 

Gospel: 

“He will place the sheep on his right and the goats on his left. 

Then the king will say to those on his right, 

‘Come, you who are blessed by my Father. 

Inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the 
world.’” (Mt 25:33-34) 
Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass ©2001, 1998, 1970 CCD. 

The English translation of Psalm Responses from Lectionary for Mass © 

1969, 1981, 1997, International Commission on English in the Liturgy 

Corporation. All rights reserved. 

©LPi 

The Annual Ecumenical Thanksgiving Prayer Service will be 

held online the evening of Tuesday, Nov. 24th, we will send out 

the link when available. 

Wednesday, November 25th, Mass of Thanksgiving 6 pm (no 

morning Mass) 

November 26th & 27th No Mass or Adoration scheduled 

The office will closed: on 11/25 at Noon, All day 11/26 & 

11/27, at Noon on Friday’s beginning Dec. 4th through the end 

of December. 

Advent begins the weekend of  November  29th! 

Tuesday, December 8th Immaculate Conception Mass at 8:30 

am & 6 pm 

Wednesday, December 23rd No Faith Formation 

Thursday, December 24th Christmas Eve Mass times 4 pm, 6 

pm, and 8 pm. An announcement regarding seating and 

ministers coming soon. No Adoration. 

Friday, December 25th Christmas Day Mass 9 am 

Reconciliation continues to be by appointment at this time. 

The Advent Reconciliation dates will be available soon there 

will be no Communal Penance service this year. 

Thank you to all who donated to the Works of Mercy Veterans 

supply fund these past two weeks! 

 

October 2020 parish donations, thank you! 

General fund total income October $27,648, last year $23,022 

Building fund total income October $2,478 
 

Online Giving is a secure and easy way to donate to 

our parish. If you wish to sign up for online giving 

you can do so by visiting our website and clicking 

on the give online link, if you would like help with 

that please contact the office.  

 

We have reached 90% of our 2020 Annual Diocesan Appeal 

Goal, we still need $5,622. If you have not yet done so please 

consider making a pledge. Cards are in the entry. Thank you! 

Bishop Joensen’s weekly radio show airs on Fridays at 9 a.m. 

on Iowa Catholic Radio and the Spirit Catholic Radio Net-

work. Tune in to “Making it Personal With Bishop Joensen.”  



The Catholic Foundation of Southwest Iowa 

has released a new series of 15 minute educa-

tional webinars.  These webinars will cover 

topics of gifts of grain, stock gifts, vehicle do-

nations, 529 Educational Plan and planned 

giving. Prior to COVID-19, these in person 

meetings were an hour.  With COVID-19, this simply isn’t pos-

sible right now, but we don’t want you to miss out!  So, please 

join them in a compressed, but informative webinar to learn 

more!  Their website is catholicfoundationiowa.org or call them 

at 515-237-5044.  

                The Knight Life  

 
Look for the summary of the November 19th 

meeting here next week. 

 
Christmas party survey. With the Covid situation we are run-

ning a quick survey to see if Knights and their spouse or signif-

icant other are still interested in the annual Christmas party in 

January. Please respond via Sign up Genius or call Mike Men-

sen 515-669-1385. 

 

We are entering the slower time in Knight activities. November 

and December are busy times in all of our families and lives. 

Please take some time an enjoy with your families  We will 

start gearing up in January and February for Lenten Fish Frys! 

St. John’s has an opening for a part-time Music & Liturgy 
Director to facilitate the worship life of our parish community 

through music and liturgical planning, preparation, coordina-

tion, and promotion. The director is responsible for recruiting 

volunteers and provides liturgical minister formation and music 

education for parish ministers of music and liturgy. Must be a 

practicing Catholic. A Bachelor’s   degree in Music or related 

field preferred, and proficiency in at least one performance ar-

ea; keyboard, choral, voice, etc. A more complete job descrip-

tion can be found under News on our web-

site www.stjaohnsadel.org. If you desire to work in a positive 

environment with flexible hours please send your resume 

to office@stjohnsadel.org or St. John’s P O Box 185, Adel, IA 

50003 by November 30th. 

SAVE THE DATE: Sunday December 6th at 6:00 pm. Waiting 

in Joyful Hope, is the theme for  the next Intergenerational 

Virtual Faith Formation Session. We wait as people of hope…

We wait as Mary waited; how is she a model for us? We wait 

for the transformation of the world; what is God pointing us 

toward? How do we need to surrender control to God as we 

wait? If you missed the November Session—Thanks Be to 

God---you can find the link to the ZOOM recording on the 

Companions Page of our parish website. https://

www.stjohnsadel.org/companions 

FAITH FORMATION UPDATES We have had an amaz-

ing first few months! Our smaller class sizes and support from 

home is helping to build our small faith communities on 

Wednesday night. The kids are engaged in class, catechists are 

making connections, and parents are teaching at home. Sharing 

prayer, our Catholic faith, and supporting one another in the 

midst of the pandemic continues to reveal God’s love and gives 

all of our families hope for the future. The last class for K-4 

before Christmas will be December 9th. Our older students (5th-

8th) will meet November 18th, December 2nd and 16th.   

The Confirmation Mass has been scheduled for Sunday 

February 14th at 1:00 pm.  Please note impor tant Sunday 

meeting dates for both Year 1 and Year 2 Confirmation Candi-

dates: November 15 in parish hall, November 29th (virtual for 

2nd year), December 13 in parish hall, Year 2 Confirmation 

Retreat - January 16 & 17, Year 2 Confirmation meets –Jan. 31. 

Registration for Catholic Youth Camp 2021 opens at noon 

on Nov. 15! The staff at Catholic Youth Camp are busy plan-

ning to make summer 2021 the most amazing summer ever! 

Campers driving up to the St. Thomas More Center in Panora 

next June, July and August will find new cabins, a renovated 

Dingman Lodge and double the number of paid summer staff 
hired to ensure safety procedures are followed so everyone can 

have a safe experience. Parish families! we will again offer a 

$150 off coupon code for  each child, made possible by our  

Children’s Collection. Contact the office if you are interested in 

using a coupon code at registration. There are forms in the en-

try or go to stmcenter.com. 

November RCIA part 3 
 

Greetings from St. John’s RCIA group. Last week our candi-

dates and team members were given a homework assignment. 

All were asked to read, reflect and fill out the assignment and 

turn it in at the next meeting. At the next to last class all will be 

given another copy of the assignment and asked to fill it out 

again. At the last class we will compare what were our thoughts 

from the start of RCIA to the finish. This is the assignment: 

Read Genesis 3:9 Where are you?  Reflect 

Read John 19:28  I thirst. Reflect  

Read Genesis 3:11 Who told you that you were naked? Reflect 

God was asking Adam where he was in the garden.  

God is asking where you are in your faith.  

God is yearning to be with us. Are we yearning to be with him? 

Who told you that you were not good enough, faithful enough 

or from the right neighborhood?  

How would you answer these questions? 

With great enthusiasm, I invite you to join me and the Catholic 

Charities Board of Directors for 2020 No Room at the Inn VIR-

TUAL. This year the entire family can join in from the comfort 

and safety of your home. We will listen to some holiday music, 

have some fun trying to spot all the candy canes, and go on 

virtual tours of Catholic Charities programs and learn how we 

address homelessness in our community. 

 

2020 No Room at the Inn holiday reception benefiting 

Catholic Charities Housing Initiatives 

Emergency Family Shelter - Domestic Violence Shelter  

Refugee Services 

Friday, Dec. 4  7:00 – 8:00 p.m.  

 

Join us for Musical Performances ~ Kids 

Activities ~ Virtual ProgramTours on your 

computer, tv, or phone.  

Contact Holly at 515-237-5027 or hacker-

mann@catholiccharitiesdm.org 
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Hydro Heat 
Geothermal Systems

Mechanical Contractor 
25750 U Avenue • Waukee • Iowa 50263 

Don Dorrian Jr. Fax: (515) 987-1551 
Phone: (515) 987-4310 Mobile: (515) 208-4310

LINDA L. CHAPMAN, GRI 
Broker Associate 
803 Greene St, Adel, Ia 50003
Over 41 Years Experience
Member Des Moines Multi-Million Dollar Club
Business (515) 453-6371
Res. (515) 993-5238       Mobile (515) 707-7709
lindachapman@iowarealty.com

Parishioner

Contact Bert Spore to place an ad today! 
bspore@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x2527

1204 Linden St. • Dallas Center, IA 

515-992-3735
Email: mcahill@spurgeonmanor.com

Carpet - Furniture 
Tile & Grout Cleaning 

274-9109

Family, Implant & Cosmetic Dentistry
Elizabeth M. Craig D.D.S.

(515) 987-8387

Independently Owned
Quality Service • Free Delivery

113 North 9th St. Phone
  Adel, IA 50003 515-993-3644

www.adelhealthmart.com

1005 E. Hickman Rd. • Waukee

(515) 216-2760

Residential Home Mortgage Specialists

515-252-7107
2753 99th St • Urbandale

FREE INSPECTIONS & ESTIMATES
roofing • siding • gutters • your local roofer

515-360-3732

Locally Owned & Operated

Residential • Commercial 
Lawn Care • Landscaping 

Irrigation Maintenance

Luke Orstad, Owner 
515-201-0468   lukeslawnandlandscaping.com 

30672 Old Portland Road • Adel, IA

211 S 7th St, Adel
(515) 993-3844

Tues-Fri 7am-8:30pm
Sat 6:30am-8:30pm | Sun 8am-1pm

Patrick’sPatrick’s  
RestaurantRestaurant

Craig SedarS 
owner

28050 N AVE • ADEL, IA
515-993-3175   MODERNMOTORSINC.COM

Residential • Commercial • Farms
Licensed • Insured • No Contracts Required

Over 30 Years Experience
21996 Old Hwy 6, Adel

515-316-2433    PaulsAAAPestControl.com

515-993-3426

New Construction 
Remodels 
Service Calls 
Sewer & Water 
Install & Repair

Since 1950

515-993-3426

24 HR SERVICE AVAILABLE
1805 Main St, Adel, IA 515-371-4036

Pre-owned Used Cars 
Repair Shop All Makes & Models
510 Nile Kinnick Dr N, Adel

515-993-4261
TheCarStoreIowa.com

Plumbing • Clogged Drains & Toilets
Water Heaters • Sewer Lines Repaired & Replaced
 515-278-5668 | RotoRooterDesMoines.com

Septic Pumping Service

DJ Bennett | 515-339-5718
Sewer & Drain Jetting • Camera • Locating

DJS Services


