
Rev. Remigius “Remi” Okere C.S.Sp. 

Pastor, Rectory: 515-993-1056 

Email: okere.remi@gmail.com 

Parish Secretary, Lori Glanz   
Email: office@stjohnsadel.org 

Church Office: 515-993-4482 

Office Hours: Mon. - Fri. 9 am - 4 pm 

Director of Liturgy & Music,  

Sarah Graf 
Email: liturgy@stjohnsadel.org 

Faith Formation, Kelly Howard 

Email: re@stjohnsadel.org 

Faith Formation Office: 515-993-4590  

Youth Minister & Confirmation  

Coordinator, Jacque Seidl 

Email: youthministry@stjohnsadel.org 
 

Bulletin items should be emailed to  the 

office by Tuesday at 11 am. 

Regular Mass Schedule  
Tuesday Mass: 5:30 pm,  

Wed., Thursday, & Friday: 8:30 am  

Saturday Mass: 4:30 pm 

Sunday Mass: 9:00 am  

 

Reconciliation is offered on Saturday 

from 3:30 to 4 pm in the lower level hall. 

Eucharistic Adoration is held on 

Thursdays from 9 am to 9 pm. 

Join us for the Rosary 30 minutes prior to 

weekend Mass. 

 

Please call the office if you would like to 

schedule a Baptism, a class may be re-

quired if you have not attended one in the 

last 3 years.  

Please call at least 6 months in advance to 

make Marriage arrangements. 

 

 

April 25th 

4th Sunday of Easter  

 

The Mission of St John’s parish is to 

love God, love our neighbors, share the  

Gospel and build the kingdom of God. 

St. John’s Catholic Church, 24043 302nd Place, P O Box 185, Adel, IA 50003 

Gospel Meditation 

     Any builder worth his or her salt knows the value and importance of a cornerstone. Properly laying and securing this primary unit 

determines how the rest of the project unfolds and its success. Cornerstones are necessary elements not only of buildings but of lives as 

well. Many human beings conduct the business of their lives paying little attention to a grounding reference or starting point. Hence, 

what unfolds is a tapestry of relativism, with few anchors or guideposts and many impulsive choices. Some consider love to be their 

cornerstone. While this may sound attractive and useful, the pursuit of love without a simultaneous pursuit of its source can be shallow 

and self-focused. Just because a person chooses to do no harm and love others does not mean that they are living in truth and properly 

anchored to the real cornerstone. 

     Jesus is the true and authentic cornerstone and shepherd. It is only in following the Risen One as the way, the truth, and the life that 

we can move from being well grounded ethical people to properly focused moral ones. Proper conduct, a true sense of justice, wisdom, 

virtue, moral principles, faith, hope, and love will be difficult to find unless we listen to the right Voice. It is when we learn to listen to 

the voice of God that we begin our journey on the road to salvation. It is only the Good Shepherd, the authentic and solid cornerstone, 

who can guide us through life’s questions and challenges and bring us to the safe and proper pasture. 

     A person’s life only has meaning when the cornerstone is properly selected and set. Understanding themselves only as random acts of 

creation, existing without intent or purpose, will color their choices and influence their decisions. The foundation of their lives will be 

simply a matter of preference and choice, leaving benchmarks of growth and higher ideals optional to pursue. Whereas people who be-

lieve that they are fashioned and loved into existence by a God who purposely made them, have this incredible unconditional relation-

ship at their source which has tremendous significance. Their allegiance is not to themselves but to their Creator. Life, then, is an adven-

ture in search of this Creator God and a journey of self-discovery that seeks to unite their will to His. There is a cost. We have to give up 

our life in order to gain our life. As ironic as that sounds, it is true. It is only when we finally figure this out that the true cornerstone of 

our lives will be properly laid and we can, with God’s help, get about the business of properly constructing a temple that endures. ©LP 

Live the Liturgy   
     The cornerstone is the first stone that is laid and the stone that not only determines how the  

other stones are placed but the position of the entire structure. As human beings, we need a  

cornerstone or reference point so that our lives can be properly placed and positioned. Our  

cornerstone determines not only how we see ourselves but who we will become. Without a cor-

nerstone or reference point, we will be disconnected, disoriented, and poorly positioned for  

effective action in our world. In order to be the children of God we are, Jesus Christ needs to be 

our cornerstone and the reference point for all that we do. He alone is the Good Shepherd who 

can guide through life’s questions and challenges, bringing us to proper pasture. Without this 

proper base, we can easily fall into the trap of self-aggrandizement and quickly lose our way. If 

that happens, then moral principles, proper conduct, justice, wisdom, and virtue will be difficult 

to find. We need to listen to the right voices and allow God to show us how to build our house 

well. Salvation only comes from God and only God will protect us, no matter the cost. ©LPi 



 

Go to www.stjohnsadel.org for more information, Catholic News and parish links! 

4th Sunday of Easter /April 25, 2021 
First Reading: “There is no salvation through anyone else, 

nor is there any other name under heaven given to the human 

race by which we are to be saved.” (Acts 4:12) 

Psalm: The stone rejected by the builders has become the 

cornerstone. (Ps 118) 

Second Reading: Beloved, we are God’s children now; what 

we shall be has not yet been revealed. We do know that when it 

is revealed we shall be like him, for we shall see him as he is. (1 

Jn 3:2) 

Gospel: “I am the good shepherd, and I know mine and 

mine know me, just as the Father knows me and I know the Fa-

ther; and I will lay down my life for the sheep.” (Jn 10:14-15) 
 

Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass ©2001, 1998, 1970 CCD. The Eng-

lish translation of Psalm Responses from Lectionary for Mass © 1969, 

1981, 1997, International Commission on English in the Liturgy Corpora-

tion. All rights reserved. ©LPi 

 

Readings for the week of April 25th, 2021 

Sunday: Acts 4:8-12/Ps 118:1, 8-9, 21-23, 26, 28, 29 [22]/1 Jn 

3:1-2/Jn 10:11-18 

Monday: Acts 11:1-18/Ps 42:2-3; 43:3, 4 [cf. 3a]/Jn 10:1-10 

Tuesday: Acts 11:19-26/Ps 87:1b-3, 4-5, 6-7 [117:1a]/Jn 10:22-

30 

Wednesday: Acts 12:24—13:5a/Ps 67:2-3, 5, 6 and 8 [4]/Jn 

12:44-50 

Thursday: Acts 13:13-25/Ps 89:2-3, 21-22, 25 and 27 [2]/Jn 

13:16-20 

Friday: Acts 13:26-33/Ps 2:6-7, 8-9, 10-11ab [7bc]/Jn 14:1-6 

Saturday: Acts 13:44-52/Ps 98:1, 2-3ab, 3cd-4 [3cd]/Jn 14:7-14 

St. Joseph the Worker: Gn 1:26—2:3 or Col 3:14-15, 17, 23-24/ 

Ps 90:2, 3-4, 12-13, 14 and 16 [cf. 17b]/Mt 13:54-58 

Thank you! to the 83 families who made a donation to the 

Annual Diocesan Appeal! We are $12,000 away from meeting 

our parish’s goal! If you have not yet made your gift, please 

prayerfully consider doing so. You can donate via a pledge 

card (they are available in the entry if you don’t already have 

one) or you can give online via this link; https://

www.dmdiocese.org/giving/annual-diocesan-appeal 

Do you have Prayer Requests for the Prayer Chain?   
They can be emailed or called in to the office during office 

hours Monday - Thursday 9 am to 4 pm, Friday 9 am to Noon.  

office@stjohnsadel.org or 515-993-4482.  

 

Contact Lori f you would like to join the email prayer chain. 

We welcome all who come 

to worship with us today!  

 
If you are new to St. John’s 

and would like to know more 

about becoming a member 

please contact the office or 

pick a welcome packet in the 

entry.  

Saturday, April 24th, 4:30 pm, Mary Meis 

Sunday, April 25th, 9:00 am, Pauline Maurath 

Tuesday, April 27th, 5:30 pm, Special Intentions for Seminarian Nick Stark 

Wednesday, April 28th, 8:30 am, Leonard Ramsey 

Thursday, April 29th, 8:30 am, Special Intentions for  Seminarian Brad Robey 

Friday, April 30th, 8:30 am, Special Intentions for  Seminarian Max Carson 

Saturday, May 1st, 4:30 pm, St. John’s Parish  

Sunday, Mat 2nd, 9:00 am, Herman Rihn 

Please contact the office to schedule Mass Intentions the suggested stipend is $5. 

Attention Liturgical Ministers! We need your  help to update 

our records. We plan to begin using the Ministry Scheduler Pro 

software again in May. All liturgical ministers whether active or 

not will be receiving an email next week. Please use the infor-

mation to access the scheduler and make any necessary changes 

to your personal information or liturgical roles. If you would 

like to sign up for a new role please contact Sarah Graf at      

liturgy@stjohnsadel.org or have further questions please contact 

the office. 

During the first 2 weekends of May, many of the children  

preparing for the sacraments will receive their First Commun-

ion during the weekend Mass. We ask that you welcome them 

to the Eucharistic Table and keep them in your prayers. All 

First Communion Masses will be live streamed and the parish 

hall will be available for overflow seating.  

These children will make their First Communion on Saturday, 

May 1st - Aidan True, Autry Gage, Evelyn Stanzyk, Finley 

Leinen, Nicholas Scanlan, and Iris Spargo,  

and on Sunday, May 2nd - Tucker Freestone, Blayne Schnei-

der, Mary Alice Wright and Claire Wright. 

If you would like to set up Online Giving visit our  web-

site at www.stjohnsadel.org and click Give Online or 

pick up a postcard in the entry! If you would like help with 

setting that up please contact Lori in the parish office. 

St. Joseph Catholic Church in Winterset will be offering a 
take-out meal on Saturday, May 1st from 4- 6:30 pm. Our  

menu will include a generous portion of tater tot casserole, a 

frozen fruit cup, dinner roll/butter and homemade cookies. 

Cost is a free will offering. Proceeds will go to the Altar and 

Rosary Society to assist with parish needs. Come and join us!  

Thank you to all who helped with the chicken 

dinner to raise money for the Youth Ministry 

Trip to NCYC this fall! The results of the din-

ner will be in next weekends bulletin. 



Catholic Youth Camp at the St. Thomas More Center at Lake 

Panorama is planning for the best summer ever! Head to 

stmcenter.com to secure your spot for CYC 2021. Contact St. 

John’s office for a coupon code that will allow you to save 

$150 per child, made possible by the children’s collection! 

Thank you! 
...to the Gumperts for cleaning up and taking care 

of the outdoor plants! 

….to the volunteers who helped with the Knights 

of Columbus Spring Clean Up this weekend!  

We greatly appreciate your efforts to keep things looking nice   

Ever wonder what the Knights are all about.  Sunday, Apr il 

25th after the 9 AM mass the Knights will have an Exemplifi-

cation.  This is the induction ceremony to join the Knights.  If 

you are interested in joining the Knights let us know!  Everyone 

is welcome to attend this Exemplification.  

                      Knight Life 

April 15 meeting summary - Patty Origer from   

Imagine the Possibilities came to speak. This      

organization is an effort to match up Persons with 

Disabilities with local company's to fill employment needs. 

Future discussions on how our council, the parish and diocese 

can help support this effort.   

 

District deputy John McGee was present, he spoke with us 

about a new initiative called Faith in Action.  It encourages us 

to invite others to do things we know they enjoy to get them 

involved in things going on in the community.   

State convention is coming up if you want to represent our 

council let Chris Scanlan know.   

 

The new memorial garden for unborn plans will be unveiled 

mother’s day weekend.  Knights will discuss the financial    

support we want to put behind this effort in the next meetings.   

 

If you have a senior student, get their application for our   

scholarship to Mike Cooper yesterday!!    

 

Next meeting My 20th nomination of officers. Dan Sweers will 

coordinate the meal. 

 

May 12th RE end of year picnic. Sign up genius is open. 

 

Stay tuned to see if we will be working the concession stand at 

state track May 20,21 and 22. 

 

Knight of the month and family of the month.  Speak up, let 

Chris Scanlan or one of the officers know which Knight and or 

family do you think should be given this monthly award? 

Just a reminder to return your  donations to the church en-

try for the Works of Mercy Spring Cleaning Collections by the 

25th—this Sunday!  

Thank your for your participation in these worthy causes! 

Companions on the Journey is the name of our  Intergenera-

tional Faith Formation Program that we have been offering all 

year.  Our April Session, From Turmoil to Mission, focuses on 

our new life in the Easter Season and has been posted to the 

website. To learn more and access past sessions go to the Com-

panions page of the parish website https://www.stjohnsadel.org/

companions 

St. Theresa Parish in Des Moines seeks a full-time parish   
manager responsible for fiscal and facility management. For 

more information, contact Sr. Jude Fitzpatrick at 515-237-5048 

or at jfitzpatrick@dmdiocese.org. Applications are due April 

28th, please send application and cover letter to:                   

jfitzpatrick@dmdiocese.org.    

Calling all disciples entering     

Kindergarten through 12th grade.  

We made it through the pandemic 

year and we are looking ahead to 

brighter days. It is time to register for Faith Formation 

2021-2022! Registration can be completed on-line via the 

Faith Formation Website. www.stjohnsadel.org.  Parents, 

please complete one form for each child to reserve their spot 

in a classroom for next fall. Fees will be collected in August. 

If you have registration questions, you may call the faith for-

mation office at 993-4590 or e-mail re@stjohnsadel.org.    

     At our April 8th RCIA meeting the Wright’s talked 

about the experience of Holy week and first communion. Of 

course, it was very moving and powerful. The small reception 

after Holy Saturday was a nice way to welcome them to St. 

John’s and the Catholic faith. 

     This past week we discussed the Role of the Laity and your 

Spiritual Gifts. As you know, the laity are “made one body with 

Christ” and share in his office of priest, prophet and king. So, 

the laity share in the saving mission of the church with a special 

vocation to reach people: at home, at work, in clubs and groups. 

Spiritual Gifts enable us to grow in the knowledge of Christ. 

There are so very many, we discussed a lot of them. 

     Please remember, we are always looking for new mem-

bers. If you know anyone even remotely interested in be-

coming Catholic let the church office know. It won’t be long 

and it will be time to start another class. 

Job Opening: Director of Faith Formation 
St. John Parish in Adel is seeking a full-time catechetical leader 

committed to promoting lifelong faith formation for all ages. 

The leadership position is responsible for the total faith for-

mation program of the parish, as designated by the pastor, for 

adults, youth, and children; including A) Theological B) Cate-

chetical and C) Administrative aspects. The qualified applicant 

will be committed to developing the faith life of others and pos-

sess excellent organizational and interpersonal skills. Abilities 

to connect with people of all ages and work closely with other 

parish and diocesan catechetical teams are essential. This posi-

tion requires flexible hours including evenings and weekends. 

Full description and details can be found on our website. 

Send resume and references by May 12th to: St. John’s Parish, 

Attn.: Father Remi Okere, PO Box 185, Adel, IA 50003 

Phone: (515) 993-4590, E-mail: office@stjohnsadel.org 
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Hydro Heat 
Geothermal Systems

Mechanical Contractor 
25750 U Avenue • Waukee • Iowa 50263 

Don Dorrian Jr. Fax: (515) 987-1551 
Phone: (515) 987-4310 Mobile: (515) 208-4310

LINDA L. CHAPMAN, GRI 
Broker Associate 
803 Greene St, Adel, Ia 50003
Over 41 Years Experience
Member Des Moines Multi-Million Dollar Club
Business (515) 453-6371
Res. (515) 993-5238       Mobile (515) 707-7709
lindachapman@iowarealty.com

Parishioner

St. John’s Catholic Church
stjohnsadel.weshareonline.org

Contact Bert Spore to place an ad today! 
bspore@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x2527

1204 Linden St. • Dallas Center, IA 

515-992-3735
Email: mcahill@spurgeonmanor.com

Family, Implant & Cosmetic Dentistry
Elizabeth M. Craig D.D.S.

(515) 987-8387

Independently Owned
Quality Service • Free Delivery

113 North 9th St. Phone
  Adel, IA 50003 515-993-3644

www.adelhealthmart.com

1005 E. Hickman Rd. • Waukee

(515) 216-2760

Residential Home Mortgage Specialists

515-252-7107
2753 99th St • Urbandale

211 S 7th St, Adel
(515) 993-3844

Tues-Fri 7am-8:30pm
Sat 6:30am-8:30pm | Sun 8am-1pm

Patrick’sPatrick’s  
RestaurantRestaurant

Craig SedarS 
owner

28050 N AVE • ADEL, IA
515-993-3175   MODERNMOTORSINC.COM

Residential • Commercial • Farms
Licensed • Insured • No Contracts Required

Over 30 Years Experience
21996 Old Hwy 6, Adel

515-316-2433    PaulsAAAPestControl.com

515-993-3426

New Construction 
Remodels 
Service Calls 
Sewer & Water 
Install & Repair

Since 1950

515-993-3426

24 HR SERVICE AVAILABLE
1805 Main St, Adel, IA 515-371-4036

Pre-owned Used Cars 
Repair Shop All Makes & Models
510 Nile Kinnick Dr N, Adel

515-993-4261
TheCarStoreIowa.com

Plumbing • Clogged Drains & Toilets
Water Heaters • Sewer Lines Repaired & Replaced
 515-278-5668 | RotoRooterDesMoines.com

Septic Pumping Service

DJ Bennett | 515-339-5718
Sewer & Drain Jetting • Camera • Locating

DJS Services

Greg Grote
VP Branch Manager

Chart Your Success With Us!

Waukee Triangle • 455 Sixth St. 
Waukee, IA 50263

987-1000
greg@charterbanker.com

Greg Grote
VP Branch Manager

Chart Your Success With Us!

Waukee Triangle • 455 Sixth St. 
Waukee, IA 50263

987-1000
greg@charterbanker.com

Greg Grote
VP Branch Manager

Chart Your Success With Us!

Waukee Triangle • 455 Sixth St. 
Waukee, IA 50263

987-1000
greg@charterbanker.com


