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Sunday, January 3, The Epiphany of the Lord; National Migration Week�

Is 60:1�6/Ps 72:1�2, 7�8, 10�11, 12�13 [cf. 11]/Eph 3:2�3a, 5�6/Mt 2:1�12�

�

Monday, January 4, St. Elizabeth Ann Seton, Religious�

1 Jn 3:22�4:6/Ps 2:7bc�8, 10�12a [8ab]/Mt 4:12�17, 23�25�

�

Tuesday, January 5, St. John Neumann, Bishop�

1 Jn 4:7�10/Ps 72:1�2, 3�4, 7�8 [cf. 11]/Mk 6:34�44�

�

Wednesday, January 6, St. André Bessette, Religious�

1 Jn 4:11�18/Ps 72:1�2, 10, 12�13 [cf. 11]/Mk 6:45�52�

�

Thursday, January 7, St. Raymond of Penyafort, Priest�

1 Jn 4:19�5:4/Ps 72:1�2, 14 and 15bc, 17 [cf. 11]/Lk 4:14�22a�

�

Friday, January 8�

1 Jn 5:5�13/Ps 147:12�13, 14�15, 19�20 [12a]/Lk 5:12�16�

�

Saturday, January 9�

1 Jn 5:14�21/Ps 149:1�2, 3�4, 5 and 6a and 9b [cf. 4a]/Jn 3:22�30�

�

Sunday, January 10, The Baptism of the Lord�

Is 42:1�4, 6�7/Ps 29:1�2, 3�4, 3, 9�10 [11b]/Acts 10:34�38/Mk 1:7�11 or�

Is 55:1�11/Is 12:2�3, 4bcd, 5�6 [3)]/1 Jn 5:1�9/Mk 1:7�11�
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An Early Gift of the Magi�

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ�Merry Christmas and a most 

blessed Solemnity of Epiphany to each and every one of you! Today is 

the patronal celebration of the Catholic parish in Coon Rapids. We pray 

that God would bless their parishioners and staff members with an abun-

dance of graces. We pray also for ourselves and the entire world on this 

special occasion.�

�

This year is�if I may be so bold as to say so�extra special. Why is that, you might ask? 

Well, that’s a great question. Normally the Solemnity of Epiphany would take place on 

January 6th or later. However, today is January 3rd, just three days into the New Year of 

2021. Since Epiphany is, in part, a celebration of the visit of the Magi or wise men to the 

Child Jesus in Bethlehem we could consider today as an early gift.�

�

Though it is not gold, frankincense, or myrrh this liturgical celebration is a marvelous 

opportunity for us to make a gift of ourselves once again to our Savior Jesus Christ. We 

offer him the treasures of our hearts and those areas of our lives that are still in need of 

holy polishing. Through the intercession of the Magi may we appreciate the priceless gift 

of Christ at work in our lives and one day experience heavenly joy with them forever and 

ever. Amen!�

�

Peace in Christ,�

Fr. James�

�

This Week’s Readings and Observances�

�
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Visit our website:  ICCSonline.org�

Parish News 

Social Justice�

�

Veterans in Need Collection Next Weekend�

Every third Saturday, located in Minneapolis.�

Men and women’s new and used coats are needed�hats, gloves, 

boots, warm undergarments and regular sized personal hygiene 

items are also greatly appreciated. �

�

Your new and gently used items can be dropped off the weekend 

of January 9�10, 2021. There will be a large marked bin available 

in the church narthex for your donation. Questions? Contact   

Vicki B., 763�788�9062 x212.�

�

Wise Men See God in the Simple Things�

If you’re on social media, you have probably seen a meme going 

around that features this quote: “God has a plan for your life. The 

enemy has a plan for your life. Be ready for both. Just be wise 

enough to know which one to battle and which one to embrace.”�

There were certainly two competing plans for the Magi: God’s 

and Herod’s. And, wise as they supposedly were, it wasn’t entire-

ly easy for the Magi to discern which was which.�

�

After all, Herod posed as a friend. He offered the Magi hospitality 

and kindness. Though the Gospel doesn’t say so, he probably flat-

tered them and appealed to every moral weakness he could ob-

serve in them. In his palace, they must have felt great physical 

comfort � rest and tables of plenty on what was an otherwise 

long and treacherous journey. �

�

But if the Magi were honest with themselves, I’ll bet they would 

have admitted that, regardless of Herod’s charm, they felt a gnaw-

ing sense of doubt while in his presence. When they looked upon 

the Christ Child, born in a stable without any of the comforts of 

the world or protections of wealth, they probably felt the opposite. 

They probably felt safe. �

�

The Magi were lucky enough to have the right plan spelled out for 

them in a dream, but for the rest of us, it’s enough to remember 

this: God’s plan is often the one that leads us to places of great 

simplicity, great humility and great love. Let’s have the wisdom 

to view power with suspicion, and innocence with admiration.�

�

�Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS | ©LPi�

�

Discipleship 

IC Women’s Lenten Book Study�

Please join the women of the IC Discipleship 

Committee for a study of Henri Nouwen’s book 

“The Return of the Prodigal Son.” We will meet 

on Tuesday evenings from January 12 through 

March 30 at 6:30 pm. Our meetings will be vir-

tual and can be joined using a regular house or 

cell phone, smart phone, tablet, or computer 

(technical tutoring available). Books are available at no cost. We 

will read the book together, listen to reflections from the Abiding 

Together podcast, and discuss/share our reactions to the book and 

podcast. Please contact Stacy McVary at 763�458�2406 or 

scmcv09@gmail.com�or call the parish office if you are interest-

ed. It will be a great way to prepare for Lent in 2021!�

�

Prayer�

�

Intercessory Prayer�

Please join the Intercessory Prayer         

Ministry in praying for this month’s      

prayer intention: �

�

That God will anoint the ministry of    

Father James during these times.�

�

School News 

“Rise up in splendor, Jerusalem!  

Your light has come, the glory of the 

Lord shines upon you.” (Is 60:1) 



4�

JANUARY 3, 2021| THE EPIPHANY OF THE LORD�

Pastoral Ministry�

Eucharistic Adoration�

�

Just as the Magi came to adore Jesus, we adore him in Eucharistic 

Adoration. Whether in our adoration chapel or in your home, con-

tinue to pray and pay homage to our king.�

�

Our adoration chapel is available Monday through Friday, with 

some regulations we must follow:�

�

�� Only registered, scheduled adorers are allowed in the chapel 

(No walk in visitors will be admitted at this time)�

�

�� Masks are required�

�

�� All adorers are asked to sanitize any surfaces they touch dur-

ing their adoration hour�

�

�� If you are not feeling well, please stay home�

�

If you would like to register and schedule an adoration hour, or if 

you are an adorer unable to attend your scheduled hour, please call 

Sandy at 763�789�3246.�

�

Volunteers are needed to cover Mondays at 11:00 am, Tuesdays   

at 2:00 pm, Wednesdays at 7:00 am, and 2:00 pm, Thursdays at 

3:00 pm and Fridays at 2:00 pm.�

�

Anointing of the Sick�

Individual Anointing of the Sick is available by request�call the  

parish office at 763�788�9062.�

�

In Need of Prayer? Please Call Us.�

To add a name to the Mass petitions or the bulletin, please call 

763�788�9062. For private prayer (eight individuals offer confi-

dential prayer for requested needs) call Larene at 763�789�4246.�

�

Pray for Our Loved Ones Who Have Died�

Especially all who have died from Covid�19 and all who have died 

as a result of violence. May God grant them everlasting peace and 

joy in the kingdom of heaven.�

�

Pray for All the Sick�Especially:�

Bea Alain�

Paul Bona�

Robin Crisp�

Hub Duclos�

Mary Fredenburg�

Gerald Krawiecki�

Steven Lauinger�

Janet Mihalik�

Teddy Miller�

Shawn Moulzolf�

Jody Oftedahl�

Katie Oftedahl�

Diane Redmann�

Greg Sery�

Martha Stwora�

Elaine Thunstrom�

Sandra Tabor�

Lois Weyers�

Germaine Wolsfeld�

all those on our 

prayer chain�

If your name was removed and you would like to continue to be 

on the prayer list please call 763�788�9062 x 212.�

�

Dear Visitor�

Welcome, we are glad to see you today! Please do not hesitate to 

contact us if you have any questions. Know that we are here for you 

and that we welcome new members! For more information about 

ICC or to become a member contact Vicki 763�788�9062 x 212.�

�

�

�

January 3, 2021�

God’s Doorkeeper:�

St. André of Montreal�

This week, we celebrate the memorial of a humble door-

keeper, St. André of Montreal. Learn how this man be-

came a great saint through his small acts of love!�

�

To set up you free account visit formed.org/signup and 

select our parish.�

�

W
A
T
C
H

�

�

Feast Day:  January 5�

In 1852 he was named the fourth bishop of Philadelphia.             

He founded more than 50 churches and greatly expanded        

Catholic education. Saint John Neumann, pray for us!�



Reflections�

Word of Life�

“Through the Incarnation and birth of 

Christ, God reveals to us the dignity of all 

human life. Human life, as a gift of God, is 

sacred and inviolable. The Son of God has 

united himself with every human being 

and desires for us to share eternal life with 

him… Each of us is made in the image 

and likeness of God, and we reflect his 

glory in the world.”�

�

—USCCB Secretariat of Pro-Life Activities 

    “The Gospel of Life: A Brief Summary” 

�

Why Do We Do That?�Catholic Life Explained�

Question:  What is the difference between a chastisement and a     

punishment?�

�

Answer: The distinction between chastisement and punishment is, in 

many ways, a subtle one, but which is still relevant in our Catholic 

tradition. �

�

First, chastisement is a concept that is grounded in Sacred Scripture. 

Here, we see chastisement as a response by God to people’s actions 

that is intended to teach a lesson. As St. John Paul II observed, 

“chastisement appears to be … a kind of divine pedagogy, in which 

the last word is reserved to mercy: He scourges and then shows mercy, 

casts down to the depths of the nether world, and he brings up from 

the great abyss” (Tobit 13:2). The idea here is that in order to capture 

our attention or to highlight how we have not lived out our covenant�

relationship with God as we should, there are times when God uses 

events in life to draw us back to the quality of relationship or faith that 

we should have. �

�

The concept of punishment, however, has a different sense. The Cate-

chism of the Church observes that punishment is the consequence of a 

damaging action that “has the primary aim of redressing the disorder” 

and to protect the community and the common good from further dam-

age or harm (see no. 2266). Although we always hope that someone 

who is being punished for a crime or some other harmful action will 

learn from their actions, punishment isn’t necessarily intended to teach 

a lesson in the same way that a chastisement is. �

�

Ultimately, how we make the distinction between chastisement and 

punishment is a matter of discernment. As with almost everything in 

life, our experiences can be an opportunity for grace � or for some-

thing less � depending on how open we are to recognizing the move-

ment of God’s Spirit within them.�

�

Live the Liturgy:  Inspiration for the Week�

Even the slightest flicker of a light helps to properly orient us when  

we find ourselves in total darkness. Being in darkness can be unset-

tling and even a bit unnerving. We lose our focus and struggle to find 

our bearings and achieve balance. On life’s journey we may think we 

are walking in the light but are really lingering in darkness. We do not 

see the full picture, either because we are distracted, disinterested, or 

even apprehensive. Sometimes, we even choose to close our eyes 

when the light is readily available to illuminate our path. Do we really 

desire to know the truth of who we are? In Jesus Christ, a light has 

been given to those who dwell in darkness. God’s revelation gives us 

the light to see where we come from, who we are and where we are 

going. It also tells us that this Good News is not meant for just a privi-

leged few but is intended to go out to all the world. Is this something 

we want to see?�

©LPi�
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Please show your support for your parish by also supporting 

our advertisers. We wouldn’t be able to bring you our bulle-

tin every week without them, and right now they need your 

help more than ever!�

�

Thank Our Advertiser of the Week…�

�

Angell Family Dentistry, P.A.�

Combining Experience with Technology�

�

angelfamilydentistry.com • 763�788�2215�

423 40th Avenue NE • Columbia Heights�

�

www.angelfamilydentistry.com�

info@angelfamilydentistry.com�

�

�

Sunday, January 3�

8:00 am� +John C. Breza�

10:00 am� +Robert & Felicity Sikes�

12:00 pm� IC Parishioners�

�

Tuesday, January 5�

7:30 am� +Phyllis Anderson, Steve Lauinger�

�

Wednesday, January 6�

7:30 am� +Josephine Gordy�

�

Thursday, January 7�

8:30 am� +Lee Hattenberger�

�

Friday, January 8�

7:30 am� +John Botzet, Jr.�

�

Saturday, January 9�

5:00 pm� +Steven Rhoe�

�

Sunday, January 10�

8:00 am� +Sharon Netkow�

10:00 am� +Sheila Prokott�

12:00 pm� Marco Garcia�

+Deceased�

Mass Intentions�

�
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Gospel Meditation 

�

Church Directory�

Emergency (Death or Anointing)������763�788�9062 (#9)�

�

P�����

  Parish Office�������������������������������������������������������763�788�9062�

  (Open Monday � Friday, 8:00 am � 4:30 pm)�

  Parish Fax�����������������������������������������������������������763�788�0202�

Pastor, Fr. James Peterson�����������������������������������������������x 215�

Accounting Specialist, Julie Mack�����������������������������������x 204�

Communications Coordinator, Sue Ashmore�����������������x 205�

Director of Music and Liturgy, Ray Bannon������������������x 214�

Maintenance Supervisor, Doug Olson����������������������������x 218�

Pastoral Minister, Vicki Bazille���������������������������������������x 212�

Parish Business Manager, Michael Wilde�����������������������x 202�

Reception Desk����������������������������������������������������������������x 201�

Records Coordinator, Terri Glaeser�������������������������������x 227�

Special Event Coordinator, Jami Bridgeman�����������������x 221�

Wedding Coordinator, Barb Hartwick����������������������������x 204�

�

F���� F��������

Director of Faith Formation, Mary Nawrocki����������������x 210�

Administrative Assistant, Mary Scott�����������������������������x 208�

�

S������

  School Office�����������������������������������������������������763�788�9065�

  School Fax����������������������������������������������������������763�788�9066�

Principal, Jane Bona (jbona@immac�church.org)�����������x 220�

Director of Advancement/School Business Manager,�

  Mary Beth Pfeifer������������������������������������������������������������x 203�

Administrative Assistant, Sherri Macko�������������������������x 219�

�

P����� P���	��
 C	���
 M�������

Dave Kellner� Kathy Johnson� Charles Karanja�

Stacy McVary� Marcus Paulson�

�

Jane Bona (School Principal)�

Steve Smith (Parish Trustee)�

�

Copies of the Parish Council meeting minutes are available�

in the pamphlet racks at the entrance to the church.�

�

L	� G
��� H	����

Low gluten hosts (.002 gluten) are available.�

Come to the Sacristy before Mass to request one.�

�

�

The Epiphany of the Lord�

“Where is that thing?” mumbled Bob as he searched frantically on his 

dimly lit desk for the current electric bill. “I know I put it right on top 

of these papers this morning!” Growing in frustration and bordering 

on anger, he flies stuff around, moves books and opines why simple 

tasks need to be so hard. Enter his wife, who calmly says, “Maybe it 

would help if you put the light on, dear.” The desk light goes on and lo 

and behold, there is the electric bill right where Bob left it earlier. All 

it took was a little light!�

�

We stubbornly refuse to turn on the lights! Either we are distracted, 

determined, disinterested, preoccupied, stubborn, apprehensive, or all 

of the above. Or perhaps, we fail to do the obvious. We would rather 

live our lives with the dimmest of lights or even in total darkness. 

Why are we afraid to do something so that we can actually see? It 

might help us to find quicker and better answers to problems, the 

meaning of life, relationships, happiness, and what is ultimate truth. 

Yet, we stumble along, moving things from one side to the other, get-

ting angry, feeling cheated, being unsettled, resigning ourselves to the 

agony of defeat once again.�

�

“And behold, the star that they had seen at its rising preceded them, 

until it came and stopped over the place where the child was.” The 

light has come into the world in the person of Jesus Christ! We no 

longer have to fumble in the darkness. We have been gifted with the 

illumination we need to see our way through things and find what we 

really are looking for. All these years later, however, so many are still 

reluctant to accept him. Perhaps they are unconvinced, disinterested, 

preoccupied, stubborn, apprehensive, or all of the above. Everyone has 

their own reason for not wanting to turn on the switch.�

�

But there are so many answers to so many of our problems in this 

humble Child of Nazareth. A simple birth teaches us about God’s ten-

der wedded relationship with humanity. It speaks to the expanse of 

God’s salvation across the globe, and the incarnate Divine wonders 

and blessings that are a part of our life moment to moment. It calls us 

to understand the design of world order God intended as found in the 

Beatitudes, the sacredness of every human life and all of creation and 

the meaning of things we struggle with most, like suffering and death. 

We have a lot of Good News to share, not just with a privileged few 

but with all the world. All races and creeds can receive God’s healing 

word. God continues to manifest himself even now! Use the light to 

find what you are really looking for!�

©LPi 

�

Parish Support 

�

Received Through December 20�

�

Sunday Envelopes�������������������������������$   5,152.00�

Plate����������������������������������������������������     1,671.91�

WeShare Online Giving����������������������     2,383.50�

Automatic Withdrawal������������������������     4,033.00�

Total Weekly Collection�������������������$ 13,240.41�

�

Due to an early bulletin deadline, the collection report for the 

weekend of December 26/27 will be printed in next week’s 

bulletin.�
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 For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952 • www.4lpi.com Immaculate Conception, Columbia Heights, MN A 4C 02-0437

ART HARRIS, Owner
612-251-3598

 
763-571-2722                45th Ave NE & Central

Follow us on Facebook or Twitter at tastypizzamn
Order online at www.tastypizzatogo.com

God Bless & Thank You for your support!

MINNEAPOLIS SAW INC.
SALES • PARTS • SERVICE
MINNEAPOLISSAW.COM
763-781-9312 I 831 4OTH AVE NE

LAWN MOWERS

RIDERS

CHAIN SAWS

GRASS TRIMMERS

LEAF BLOWERS

SNOW BLOWERS

Power 
Equipment

Dr. Andrew  Wahl, Board Certified Orthodontist

612.788.9666• Discoverbraces.com
850 County Road D West  • New Brighton, MN 55112

Contact Jennifer Pelletier to place an ad today! 
jpelletier@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x5891

Sarna’s Classic Grill
763-788-3939

All You Can Eat Sunday Brunch 10-2

3939 University Ave., Columbia Heights

Vernon S. Hoium
~Attorney At Law~

      • Wills • small Business • elder laW

      • ProBate • real estate • estate Planning

4111 Central Ave NE, Suite 206 S 
www.hoiumlaw.com         763-788-1605

BILLMAN-HUNT FUNERAL CHAPEL 
& CREMATION SERVICES

Robert F., John M., Jeffery M., Hunt, 
Directors

612-789-3535       2701 Central Ave. NE

Warner 
Chiropractic Clinic

Dr. Leanne Warner

2726 Johnson St. N.E.  •  612-789-1010
“New Patients Welcome”

 

Short term rehabilitation • Secure memory care 
Outpatient therapy • Skilled care 

Holy Spirit Chapel • Wellness programs

651-633-1686 •  www.bhshealth.org

Stacy & Stephen Traviss
 Parishioners

1435 Silver Lake Rd.

651-631-2744
$5 OFF $20 Purchase  •  Not Valid With Any Other Offers

HEIGHTS BAKERY
4925 Central Ave NE

Open Tues-Fri 5am-6pm • Saturday 6am-4pm

763-572-0624
Debbie Doty, Parishioner

BONA BROS. A U T O M O T I V E
Personal Attention ~  
Commitment to Serve

5333 University Ave.   (S.E. Corner of 694 & University) 

763-586-6050 • www.bonabros.com

Angell FAmily 
DentiStry, P.A.

Combining Experience with Technology

763.788.2215
423 - 40th Ave NE  

Columbia Heights, MN 55421
www.angellfamilydentistry.com • info@angellfamilydentistry.com

Two reasons why we supply free loaners
Drive your car in, or have it toed.

Central Avenue Auto Body
2628  Central Ave. NE, Minneapolis

612-781-2711 • www.centralaveautobody.com

NORTHEAST CHAPEL

2901 Johnson Street NE
612.781.6828

HILLSIDE CHAPEL

2610 19th Avenue NE
612.781.1999

COLUMBIA HEIGHTS CHAPEL

4101 Central Avenue NE
763.789.4436washburn-mcreavy .com

Funeral Chapels, Cemeteries and Cremation Services

WMF_18-ChurchBulletinAd_30_7.7361x0.7232_v1_NE_CH_HS.indd   1 10/23/18   2:12 PM

Assisted Living & 
Memory Support

763-571-7355 | www.LandmarkOfFridley.com

Columbia Heights
763.788.5476

Spring Lake Park
763.253.1079

CHETSSHOES.COM

763 • 572 • 0605    1278 E Moore Lake Dr, Fridley, MN
Free Haircut with any Color Service. New Guests! Mention ad, 

Call for Kelsey, Kayla, Monica, Charlie and Taylor.


