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Are All Snakes Bad?�

The short answer to the question as the title of this bulletin article is, 

“No.” From a biblical perspective in Genesis (in the Garden of Eden) and 

in Revelation (actually referred to as a dragon) snakes do not usually have 

a good reputation. They were seen as representations of sin and evil and 

had life�threatening consequences because of their venomous bite. How-

ever, in Numbers 21:8 the LORD commanded that Moses, “Make a ser-

aph and mount it on a pole, and everyone who has been bitten will look at it and recover.”�

�

Seraphs were a particularly deadly creature that had killed several Israelites, so crafting a 

bronze snake on a pole was such a puzzling commandment from God. And yet it antici-

pated the words of Christ from the Gospel for this Fourth Sunday of Lent, “Just as Moses 

lifted up the serpent in the desert, so must the Son of Man be lifted up, so that everyone 

who believes in him may have eternal life” (John 3:14�15). Though Jesus was not sinful 

and evil as the snake was believed to be he did take upon himself the sins of all humanity. 

In that way when he was raised up on the cross he was able to conquer death and bring 

about healing and restoration for those who believe in him. Throughout the remainder of 

this year’s Lenten journey may we fix our eyes upon Jesus with confident trust that He 

will continue to bring about healing within our lives.�

�

P.S. Here’s a fascinating article about how modern technologies are using the venom from 

snakes to come up with life�saving medicines for people throughout the world: https://

www.pbs.org/wnet/nature/the�reptiles�snakes�venomous�cures/2913/�

�

Peace in Christ,�

Fr. James�

�

�

Sunday, March 14, 4th Sunday of Lent; Daylight Saving Time begins�

2 Chr 36:14�16, 19�23/Ps 137:1�2, 3, 4�5, 6 [6ab]/Eph 2:4�10/Jn 3:14�21 or 1 Sm 16:1b,   

6�7, 10�13a/Ps 23:1�3a, 3b�4m 5, 6 [1]/Eph 5:8�14/Jn 9:1�41 or 9:1, 6�9, 13�17, 34�38�

�

Monday, March 15�

Is 65:17�21/Ps 30:2 and 4, 5�6, 11�12a and 13b [2a]/Jn 4:43�54�

�

Tuesday, March 16�

Ez 47:1�9, 12/Ps 46:2�3, 5�6, 8�9 [8]/Jn 5:1�16�

�

Wednesday, March 17, St. Patrick, Bishop; St. Patrick’s Day�

Is 49:8�15/Ps 145:8�9, 13cd�14, 17�18 [8a]/Jn 5:17�30�

�

Thursday, March 18, St. Cyril of Jerusalem, Bishop and Doctor of the Church �

Ex 32:7�14/Ps 106:19�20, 21�22, 23 [4a]/Jn 5:31�47�

�

Friday, March 19, St. Joseph, Spouse of the Blessed Virgin Mary�

2 Sm 7:4�5a, 12�14a, 16/Ps 89:2�3, 4�5, 27, 29 [37]/Rom 4:13, 16�18, 22/Mt 1:16, 18�21, 

24a or Lk 2:41�51a�

�

Saturday, March 20�

Jer 11:18�20/Ps 7:2�3, 9bc�10, 11�12 [2a]/Jn 7:40�53�

�

Sunday, March 21, 5th Sunday of Lent�

Jer 31:31�34/Ps 51:3�4, 12�13, 14�15 [12a]/Heb 5:7�9/Jn 12:20�33 or Ez 37:12�14/�

Rom 8:8�11/Ps 130:1�2, 3�4, 5�6, 7�8 [7]/Jn 11:1�45 or 11:3�7, 17, 20�27, 33b�45�

�

©LPi�

This Week’s Readings and Observances�

Viktor Mikhailovich Vasnetsov -Public Domain, via Wikimedia Commons 

“Just as Moses lifted up the serpent in 

the desert, so must the Son of Man be 

lifted up, so that everyone who believes 

in him may have eternal life.”�

�

(John 3:14-15) 
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Eucharistic Adoration�

“I am the light of the world, says the Lord; �

whoever follows me will have the light of life.”�

(John 8:12)�

�

Taking time for prayer during this Lent allows us to 

see more clearly the light Jesus gives to us. Spending 

that prayer time before the Blessed Sacrament in 

Eucharistic Adoration is especially meaningful. Con-

sider signing up for a weekly adoration hour in our 

adoration chapel.�

�

Our chapel is available Monday through Friday, with 

some regulations we must follow:�

�

�� Only registered, scheduled adorers are allowed in the chapel 

(No walk in visitors will be admitted at this time)�

�

�� Masks are required�

�

�� All adorers are asked to sanitize any surfaces they touch   

during their adoration hour�

�

�� If you are not feeling well, please stay home�

�

If you would like to register and schedule an adoration hour, or if 

you are an adorer unable to attend your scheduled hour, please 

call Sandy at 763�789�3246.�

�

Volunteers are needed to cover Wednesdays at 10:00 and 11:00 

am, Thursdays at 9:00 am and Fridays at 2:00 pm.�

�

High School Seniors�

Are you or someone you know graduating this year? We are gath-

ering names of students to invite to a Mass on Sunday, May 30 

when we will recognize and pray for the graduates. Please contact 

Mary Nawrocki, Director of Faith Formation, at 763�788�9062     

x 210 or mnawrocki@immac�church.org to request an invitation. 

Thank you!�

�

Parish News�

Council of Catholic Women�

�

Butter Braid Pastry Fundraiser�

The last day to order your Butter Braid Pastries will be March 14. 

These pastries are ‘yummy good’ and make great gifts for Easter. 

The Butter Braids will be available for pick�up March 27 and 28 

after all Masses.  If you would like it delivered, make a note on 

your order form with address. The Council of Catholic Women 

wish to thank you for your continued support of our ministry!�

�

Mary’s Way of the Cross/Stations of the Cross�

We Invite all parishioners�to join�us on Friday, March 19 at 2:00 

pm in the church, as we follow Jesus on His journey to Calvary 

through the eyes of Mary.�

March 14, 2021�

“Joseph of Nazareth: �

The Story of the Man Closest to Christ”�

With this year being consecrated to St. Joseph, we celebrate 

the feast day of Christ’s foster father with even more joy 

and respect! Enter into the life of this great saint through 

the movie Joseph of Nazareth! �

�

To set up your free account visit formed.org/signup and 

select our parish.�

W
A
T
C
H

�

�

Let my tongue be silenced,  

if I ever forget you!  

(Ps 137)�

�

Christ with me, Christ before me,�

Christ behind me, Christ in me,�

Christ beneath me, Christ above me,�

Christ on my right, Christ on my left,�

Christ when I lie down, �

Christ when I sit down,�

Christ when I arise,�

Christ in the heart of every man �

  who thinks of me,�

Christ in the mouth of everyone �

  who speaks of me,�

Christ in every eye that sees me,�

Christ in every ear that hears me.�

�

�S�. P����	
�
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Pastoral Ministry�

Growing Through Loss�

Our next grief support series will be held on Tuesdays beginning 

April 6, 2021at 6:45 pm. It will run for six consecutive Tuesday 

evenings, ending May 11 and will be located at Abiding Savior 

Lutheran Church, 8211 Red Oak Drive Mounds View, 55112. We 

will be following Abiding Savior Lutheran Church’s facility use 

policy during this pandemic. Childcare will not be provided for 

safety reasons. You are required to wear a face mask.�

�

The Twin Cities' North Suburban Grief Support Coalition spon-

sors the Growing Through Loss series twice yearly, providing an 

opportunity for individuals to obtain information and support for a 

variety of loss and grief issues.�

�

Anointing of the Sick�

Individual Anointing of the Sick is available by request � call the  

parish office at 763�788�9062.�

�

In Need of Prayer? Please Call Us.�

To add a name to the Mass petitions or the bulletin, please call 

763�788�9062. For private prayer (eight individuals offer confi-

dential prayer for requested needs) call Larene at 763�789�4246.�

�

Pray for Our Loved Ones Who Have Died�

Especially all who have died from Covid�19 and all who have died 

as a result of violence. May God grant them everlasting peace and 

joy in the kingdom of heaven.�

�

Pray for All the Sick�Especially:�

Bea Alain�

Paul Bona�

Robin Crisp�

Mary Fredenburg�

Art Harris�

Gerald Krawiecki�

Jeff LaFontaine�

Steven Lauinger�

Judy Mattson �

Janet Mihalik�

Teddy Miller�

Gina McMartin�

Shawn Moulzolf�

Jody Oftedahl�

Katie Oftedahl�

Diane Redmann�

Greg Sery�

Martha Stwora�

Elaine Thunstrom�

Sandra Tabor�

Lois Weyers�

Germaine Wolsfeld�

and all those on�

our prayer chain�

If your name was removed and you would like to continue to be 

on the prayer list please call 763�788�9062 x 212.�

�

Dear Visitor�

Welcome, we are glad to see you today! Please do not hesitate to 

contact us if you have any questions. Know that we are here for you 

and that we welcome new members! For more information about 

ICC or to become a member contact Vicki 763�788�9062 x 212.�

�

Social Justice�

Feed My Starving Children�

Join us to help collect funds for Feed My 

Starving Children!�

�

Ways to help:�

�

�� M&M’s Fill the Tube Program�Please return on or before 

Palm Sunday, March 28 filled with $14 in quarters, bills or 

check. (We will provide a basket in the church narthex each 

Sunday for returns.)�

�

�� Cash Contribution: If writing a check please make it payable 

to Immaculate Conception � checks written to Feed My 

Starving Children will not go toward the fundraiser. Please 

drop in the collection basket at Mass in the envelopes provid-

ed or in an envelope clearly marked “Feed My Starving Chil-

dren”.�

�

�� Pray for all those who are hungry.�

�

Feed My Starving Children® is a non�profit Christian organization 

committed to feeding God’s children hungry in body and spirit. �

�

“The kindly man will be blessed, for he gives of his sustenance to 

the poor.” (Proverbs 22:9).�

�

MN FoodShare�

Collecting through the month of March. Please 

bring monetary donations and/or nonperishable 

items for SACA, our local food shelf. Boxes will 

be provided in the church narthex for food dona-

tions. Checks or cash should be placed in an enve-

lope provided or marked “FoodShare” and placed 

in the collection basket at the offertory (Make 

checks payable to SACA) Food shelves have the 

ability to use a�dollar�to feed many more people�than our dol-

lar�can. Please consider a cash donation � marked envelopes are 

available at all entrances to the church. �

�

Coins for Social Justice�

Small Change Can Do a World of Good!�

Thank you for your generous contribution in February of $371.87.�

�

�

Save the Date for Totus Tuus!�

Our Totus Tuus summer programs are right around the corner! A 

week of faith and fun led by a team of college students and semi-

narians includes two sessions: a day camp for children entering 

grades 1�6 on June 14�18, 9:00 am to 2:30 pm, and an evening 

program for youth entering grades 7�12 on June 13�17, 7:30 pm to 

9:30 pm. The cost is $25 per participant and $75 max per family. 

The cost of the program can be written off for tax purposes! �

�

Grades 1�6� � Grades 7�12�

Daily Mass� � Adoration and�

Faith Activities� � Confession�

Games� � Hot Topics�

Water fun!� � Social Time�

�

For more information and to register, go to our parish website � 

parish.iccsonline.org � or call the Faith Formation Office at 763�

788�9062 x 210.�

Faith Formation�

�

Intercessory Prayer�

Please join the Intercessory Prayer 

Ministry in praying for this month’s 

prayer intention: �

�

For the Discipleship Committee’s 

efforts to address the needs of the 

community�

�

Prayer�
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Please show your support for your parish by also supporting 

our advertisers. We wouldn’t be able to bring you our bulle-

tin every week without them, and right now they need your 

help more than ever!�

�

Thank Our Advertiser of the Week…�

�

Heights Bakery�

Debbie Doty, Parishioner�

�

4925 Central Ave. NE, Columbia Heights�

763�572�0624�

�

Open Tuesday � Friday, 5 am � 6 pm | Saturday, 6 am � 3 pm�

�

�

Sunday, March 14�

8:00 am� IC Parishioners (Covid)�

10:00 am� +Sharon Netkow�

12:00 pm� IC Parishioners�

�

Tuesday, March 16�

7:30 am� +Steve Ellenson�

�

Wednesday, March 17�

7:30 am� +Joe & Othelia Koval�

�

Thursday, March 18�

8:30 am� Chris Ruback�

�

Friday, March 19�

8:30 am� Stephanie, Jason, Heather & Evan Pommier�

�

Saturday, March 20�

5:00 pm� +Sebe Heintz�

�

Sunday, March 21�

8:00 am� +Tom Sichak�

10:00 am� +Prokott Family Deceased Members�

12:00 pm� IC Parishioners�

�

+Deceased�

Mass Intentions�

Why Do We Do That?�Catholic Life Explained�

Question: Why do priests wear a Roman collar?�

�

Answer: The practice of priests wearing the Roman collar developed in 

the mid�nineteenth century as an alternative to wearing the cassock 

which in some places was seen as impractical or which was even out-

lawed by anti�Catholic legislation. Since its introduction, it has taken 

different forms, and if you visit different countries today, you will see 

variation in what priests wear.�

�

The Code of Canon Law simply observes that priests wear “suitable 

ecclesiastical garb” according to the judgments of the national bishops 

conferences and local custom (no. 284). The US Bishops have instruct-

ed that outside of liturgical functions, a “black suit and Roman collar 

are the usual formal attire for priests. The use of the cassock is at the 

discretion of the cleric.” Priests who are members of religious commu-

nities are to follow the rules of their institute regarding the habit or oth-

er approved clothing.�

�

In the end, whether a priest wears the Roman collar, a religious habit, 

or, as is the case in many European countries, a suit and tie (to distin-

guish them from Protestant clergy who wear a collar) the goal of their 

clerical clothing is to serve as a sign of their commitment to guide and 

to serve, and to also allow them to be truly public figures because they 

are ordained for the service of all.�

�

Live the Liturgy�Inspiration for the Week�

God’s messengers always seem to get mocked. They speak a truth that 

some folks do not want to hear. While on the one hand we admire them, 

we also are quite happy keeping them at a distance. After all, they are 

not referring to me but someone else, aren’t they? We often wrongly 

conclude that because we may be more avant�garde, contemporary, 

politically sensitive, and untraditional, we are somehow more in the 

light than others. People tend to prefer darkness more than light, even 

the most spiritually sensitive among us. The light always carries with it 

the richness of God’s mercy and compassion which see beyond ideolo-

gies and concepts to relationships that cultivate life, earthly and eternal. 

Every hand of compassion and mercy extended to a human being must 

always point back to God. The call always involves ordering our lives 

in accord with our truth and essence of being. As God never forgets us, 

we must never forget God. Now is the time to take stock of our infideli-

ty and return to the light, even though it is difficult to look at.�

©LPi 

�

Gospel of Life�

“We are facing an enormous 

and dramatic clash between 

good and evil, death and life, 

the ‘culture of death’ and the 

‘culture of life’. We find 

ourselves not only ‘faced 

with’ but necessarily ‘in the 

midst of’ this conflict: we are 

all involved and we all share 

in it, with the inescapable 

responsibility of choosing to 

be unconditionally pro�life” �

(The Gospel of Life 28).�

Word of Life�
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Gospel Meditation�

Church Directory�

Emergency (Death or Anointing)������763�788�9062 (#9)�

�

P�����

  Parish Office�������������������������������������������������������763�788�9062�

  (Open Monday � Friday, 8:00 am � 4:30 pm)�

  Parish Fax�����������������������������������������������������������763�788�0202�

Pastor, Fr. James Peterson�����������������������������������������������x 215�

Accounting Specialist, Julie Mack�����������������������������������x 204�

Communications Coordinator, Sue Ashmore�����������������x 205�

Director of Music and Liturgy, Ray Bannon������������������x 214�

Maintenance Supervisor, Doug Olson����������������������������x 218�

Pastoral Minister, Vicki Bazille���������������������������������������x 212�

Parish Business Manager, Michael Wilde�����������������������x 202�

Reception Desk����������������������������������������������������������������x 201�

Records Coordinator, Terri Glaeser�������������������������������x 227�

Special Event Coordinator, Jami Bridgeman�����������������x 221�

Wedding Coordinator, Barb Hartwick����������������������������x 204�

�

F���� F��������

Director of Faith Formation, Mary Nawrocki����������������x 210�

Administrative Assistant, Mary Scott�����������������������������x 208�

�

S������

  School Office�����������������������������������������������������763�788�9065�

  School Fax����������������������������������������������������������763�788�9066�

Principal, Jane Bona (jbona@immac�church.org)�����������x 220�

Director of Advancement/School Business Manager,�

  Mary Beth Pfeifer������������������������������������������������������������x 203�

Administrative Assistant, Sherri Macko�������������������������x 219�

�

P����� P���	��
 C	���
 M�������

Norma Coto� Tom Herschbach� Charles Karanja�

Marcus Paulson� Stacy McVary�

�

Fr. James Peterson (Pastor)�

Michael Wilde (Business Manager)�

Jane Bona (School Principal)�

Steve Smith (Parish Trustee)�

�

Copies of the Parish Council meeting minutes are available�

in the pamphlet racks at the entrance to the church.�

�

L	� G
��� H	����

Low gluten hosts (.002 gluten) are available.�

Come to the Sacristy before Mass to request one.�

4th Sunday of Lent�

Is there something to Lent that goes beyond our own spiritual house 

cleaning and spiritual refinement? Yes, there is! It has to do with lis-

tening and learning so that we can take up the task of the Gospel with 

greater clarity and fortitude. While the spiritual refocusing of Lent is 

necessary, the fruit of this Lenten conversion has much more to do 

with learning how we can be a better Church than it does about our 

eternal salvation. Salvation is a gift that flows out of God’s uncondi-

tional Mercy and cannot be merited. The spiritual maturity we can 

experience as a result of our Lenten disciplines serves to reduce the 

anxiety and apprehension we may experience as messengers of good, 

but very challenging, and unsettling, news.�

�

St. Oscar Romero said that, “a church that doesn’t provoke any crises, 

a gospel that doesn’t unsettle, a word of God that doesn’t get under 

anyone’s skin, a word of God that doesn’t touch the real sin of the 

society in which it is being proclaimed, what gospel is that?” When 

we listen to those descriptive and provocative words, do they resonate 

with anything in our experience? As messengers of the Gospel, we are 

called to bring an unsettling message to the world. If our main concern 

is protecting our self�interests, then we are missing something huge! 

Many really struggle with being rejected, dismissed, or perceived as 

someone who is speaking out of turn. There is a counter cultural mes-

sage that must be preached that clearly sides with the poor, marginal-

ized, victimized, oppressed, neglected, disregarded, and lost souls 

throughout the world. There is a widespread misery among the peo-

ples that is all too often allowed to fester with no one coming forward 

to offer a change or resolution.�

�

The Church can speak to the needed structural changes that will allow 

people to earn just wages, feed their families and share abundantly and 

equally in the gifts of God’s good earth. Such a vision is not some 

optimistic fairy tale, but the vision of the Creator himself. Lent re-

minds us, as St. Oscar Romero also states, that, “we are workers, not 

master builder, ministers, not messiahs. We are prophets of a future 

not our own.” We are not called to labor simply for the benefit of the 

here and now but of the “what is to come.” Our myopic vision can be 

replaced by a more far reaching Lenten vision that is much greater and 

deeper in scope. As long as we are carrying the right blueprints with 

us and our thoughts extend beyond ourselves, then even the little 

things we do and the simplest prayer we utter go a long way. They 

give witness to our preference for the light of Christ and not the dark-

ness of error and sin.�

�

©LPi�

Parish Support 

�

Received Through March 7�

Sunday Envelopes�������������������������������������������$  4,841.19�

Plate����������������������������������������������������������������    1,422.78�

WeShare Online Giving����������������������������������    1,262.50�

Total Collection��������������������������������������������$  7,526.47�

�

Thank you! 
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The Week Ahead�

�

March 14�

Confirmation I������������������������������������������10:45 am � 11:45 am�

Pre�Confirmation Class����������������������������10:45 am � 11:45 am�

�

March 15�

Winter Intramurals���������������������������������������3:15 pm � 4:15 pm�

RCIC������������������������������������������������������������4:30 pm � 5:30 pm�

�

March 16�

Living Stations of the Cross�������������������������9:00 am � 9:30 am�

Living Stations of the Cross�����������������������9:45 am � 10:15 am�

Winter Intramurals���������������������������������������3:15 pm � 4:15 pm�

Charismatic Prayer Group����������������������������7:00 pm � 8:30 pm�

Living Stations of the Cross�������������������������7:00 pm � 7:30 pm�

�

March 17�

Mass�������������������������������������������������������������7:30 am � 8:15 am�

First Eucharist Class�������������������������������������6:30 pm � 7:30 pm�

�

March 18�

Winter Intramurals���������������������������������������3:15 pm � 4:15 pm�

�

March 19�

Solemnity of Saint Joseph Mass�������������������8:30 am � 9:30 am�

Mary’s Way of the Cross������������������������������2:00 pm � 2:45 pm�

Winter Intramurals���������������������������������������3:15 pm � 4:15 pm�

RCIC������������������������������������������������������������4:30 pm � 5:30 pm�

Stations of the Cross�������������������������������������7:00 pm � 7:45 pm�

�

March 20�

CCW Board Meeting��������������������������������10:00 am � 11:30 am�

�

March 21�

Confirmation I������������������������������������������10:45 am � 11:45 am�

First Eucharist Class���������������������������������10:45 am � 11:45 am�

�

Discipleship�

Top Picks from the Discipleship Committee�

Members of the Immaculate Conception Discipleship Com-

mittee would like to share some of their favorite spiritual 

resources with you. Give some a try and let us know what 

you think. And, please let us know if you have any recom-

mendations for us � we would love to hear your sugges-

tions! This week’s picks come from Maria Hamilton.�

�

Daily Prayer and Reflection: My favorite resource for    

daily prayer and reflection is from the Laudate Si app on    

my iPhone.�

�

I use the liturgy of the Hours for the day and the daily read-

ings for the Mass. With that is a reflection submitted by dif-

ferent priests. Very thought provoking and helpful to grow in 

my faith.�

�

Online: I use the FORMED website and Ascension Press for 

Bible study, faith issues or to learn about different saints. My 

favorite saint video is about St. Francis and the Sign of Con-

tradiction. One very good Bible Study is Follow Me from the 

Gospel of John on Ascension Press.�

�

Anything else? I really like Fr. Mike Schmitz and the differ-

ent subjects that he talks about. One of my favorites is the 

video through Ascension Press Telling the Story of God’s 

Love. He speaks to the good and the not so good parts of 

sharing faith on social media.�

�

Awake, O Sleeper!�

This morning came a little earlier than I would have liked � 

Daylight Savings Time always does. Sometimes that morn-

ing sunlight seems more intrusive than illuminating. You’re 

still half�lost in sleep, and that sun is demanding of you a lot 

more than you’re ready to give. �

�

I’ve said it, and I’m sure you’ve said it, too. “Just five more 

minutes.” You hit the “snooze” button on your iPhone once 

(maybe twice? Show of hands?) and turn away from the  

window.  �

�

So many kings of the Old Testament were steadfast in their 

sleepy ways, rejecting the light their God tried to share with 

them. Likewise, John tells us that, though Light � Christ � 

was sent into the world, the world preferred darkness. �

�

Sometimes it seems, when reading through Scripture, that all 

throughout salvation history, God has been trying to pull 

back the curtains, to rouse us from our defiant slumber. And 

we resist Him. Time and time again, we resist Him.�

�

Light brings a certain responsibility with it. It seems to com-

pel productivity. Furthermore, there’s no hiding in the light. 

Any photographer worth his salt knows how to manipulate it, 

highlighting the good and casting some merciful shade on the 

bad. �

�

As we enter into the fourth week of Lent, we’re getting so 

close to the main event. Can we handle the light that will 

come on Easter morning, bursting into the tomb as the stone 

is rolled away? Can we keep ourselves from hitting the 

“snooze” button on our souls, and sit up to face the dawn of a 

new day?�

�

�Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS | ©LPi�

�

Easter Flower Memorials�

�

If you would like to make a donation to help with the cost of 

Easter flowers and decorations, in memory or in honor of a 

loved one, please fill out the form below and return it to the 

parish office in an envelope marked:�

�

Easter Flower Memorial, Attention: Parish Office�

�

Donations can also be made online at:�

parish.iccsonline.org/easter�flowers�

�

The names of your loved ones will be published in the Easter 

Sunday bulletin* so they can be remembered in a special way 

throughout the Easter season. Thank you!�

�

*Names must be submitted by Monday, March 22 to be included in 

the Easter bulletin. Names received after March 22 will appear in 

subsequent bulletins.�

�

In memory/honor of:__________________________�

�

____________________________________________�

�

Amount:_________________�

�

Donor:______________________________________�

�
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