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HOLY SPIRIT CATHOLIC CHURCH

December 5, 2nd Sunday of Advent
8:30 a.m. Holy Spirit community
10:30 a.m. Deacon Lane
December 6, St. Nicholas
December 7, St. Ambrose
7:30 a.m. Single parents
December 8, Immaculate Conception of the Bl. Virgin Mary
7:30 a.m. Marian orders
8:30 a.m. Holy Spirit students
(students only)

7 p.m.  Priests & deacons
December 9, St. Juan Diego Cuauhtlatoatzin
7:30 a.m. Women religious
December 10, Our Lady of Loreto
7:30 a.m. Pope Francis
December 11, St. Damasus I
4:30 p.m. Rose Sikon†

Patricia Coleman†

MASS INTENTIONS

Elderly religious need your help. Thousands of senior sisters,
brothers, and religious order priests served for years in
Catholic schools, hospitals, and parishes—often for little to
no pay. Now, many religious communities do not have
enough retirement savings and struggle to provide for
aging members.

Give in gratitude. A donor to the Retirement Fund for
Religious writes, “I still remember the lessons the sisters 
gave us and how they instilled in us the love of our faith.” 
Show your thanks for the prayerful service of elderly
Catholic sisters, brothers, and religious order priests. Your 
gift to next week’s second collection helps provide care, 
medicine, and more.

NEXT SUNDAY: SECOND COLLECTION

Join the quilters on Thursday, Dec. 9 at 12:30 p.m. in
Howley Hall. Help us make lap quilts for those in need.
No experience is necessary. Use the accessible entrance
to Howley Hall. Hope to see you there!

Our Advent penance service is on Thursday, Dec. 9 at
7 p.m. in the church. Priests will be available to hear
individual confessions.

We're glad to have you in our community! 

Please return your Online Giving form by dropping it in the collection basket or at the 
parish office by Wednesday, Dec. 8.

Visit holy-spirit.org/stewardship for more information.



Sometimes, especially when life gets overwhelming 

downhearted and miserable. Wallowing in this
uncomfortable darkness seems to be our norm and it’s 

If we listen carefully enough, we will hear God’s voice 
calling out deep within, beckoning us to seek out its 

source and discover the inner calm and peace that can 
prevail over the darkness of despair. Faith tells us that 
God has already begun the creation of a good work in 
us and is with us, bringing it to completion, until Christ 

Jesus comes again. It is this light of God’s glory for 
which we are asked to pave the way and straighten

the paths of our lives so that it can shine. With all that 
life can ask of us and bring to us, it is our task to

constantly discern what is of value. So that we do
not get so weighed down by things that we no

longer see, or feel, God’s salvation.

LIVE THE LITURGY

First Reading
For God will show all the earth your splendor:

you will be named by God forever the peace of justice, 
the glory of God’s worship. (Bar 5:4)

Psalm

with joy. (Ps 126)

Second Reading
And this is my prayer: that your love may increase

ever more and more in knowledge and every kind of 
perception, to discern what is of value, so that you may 
be pure and blameless for the day of Christ. (Phil 1:9-10)

Gospel
The winding roads shall be made straight,

and the rough ways made smooth,

Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass ©2001, 1998, 1970 CCD.
The English translation of Psalm Responses from Lectionary for Mass © 

1969, 1981, 1997, International Commission on English in the Liturgy
Corporation. All rights reserved.

- TODAY'S READINGS -

Holy Spirit parish youth are sponsoring a Christmas 

the Naomi Family Center in St. Paul.

Look for the Giving Tree at the Randolph Avenue
entrance of the church and at the entrance to the 

school. Simply choose an ornament and return a new, 
unwrapped gift to the gift box by Sunday, Dec. 19.

Thank you for supporting our youth!

THE GIVING TREE

Prices range from $45-$70 for trees up to 7 ft. and $90 
for trees up to 10 ft. Wreaths and garland range from

$30-$90.

The lot is open Wednesday–Friday from 2–8 p.m. and  
Saturday–Sunday from 9 a.m.–6 p.m. in the church parking 

lot until items are sold out.

Men's Club Tree Lot



Christmas at the Monastery
December 6-11, Virtual Event 

Our 14th annual Christmas at the Monastery is an online 
gala this year. Join us for a social hour with the Sisters, an 

 
stpaulsmonastery.org/christmas2021 to participate.

Cuppa Joe: Terror of Demons
Dec. 7, 4 p.m., Virtual Event 

In this Year of Saint Joseph, join Fr. Jon Vander Ploeg 
as he explores this amazing saint in his title as Terror of 
Demons. This is part of the Cuppa Joe series: 10 talks by 10 
theologians on the 10 wonders of Saint Joseph, taking 
place at 10 locations in our Archdiocese entrusted to the 
patronage of our spiritual father. The talks come just in time 

YouTube and Instagram – and at archspm.org/cuppajoe.

Catholic Charities Warming House 
Dec. 10-11

Mall of America North Parking Lot, Bloomington
The Catholic Charities Warming House is a free, outdoor, 
holiday event bringing together the entire Twin Cities 
community for a fun, festive holiday experience. Enjoy 
food trucks, hot drinks, winter crafts and activities, holiday 
displays, speed volunteering and more, all while learning 
about Catholic Charities and the men, women, children 
and families we serve. The event includes our annual Giving 
Tree tradition—bring your new, unused and unwrapped 
items for your neighbors! Visit cctwincities.org for more 

details.

Discussion on Assisted Suicide
Dec. 13, 7 p.m.

Nativity of our Lord, St. Paul
Please attend this discussion on assisted suicide with Lynn 
Varco of the Minnesota Catholic Conference (MCC). There 

 
the harms of euthanasia and assisted suicide followed by 

 
alternatives to assisted suicide and how people can take 

action on this issue via EthicalCareMN.org.

Cathedral Festival of Lights
Dec. 15-19, Cathedral of Saint Paul

The Cathedral Heritage Foundation brings back the 
Cathedral Festival of Lights with a major expansion. The 
CHF presents both an indoor and outdoor Christmas light 
shows, Starry Night, and The Beginning, along with an 
outdoor market. The outdoor show is free. Purchase tickets 
for the indoor event, Starry Night, at eventbrite.com for 
$15-$40. Visit cathedralheritagefoundation.org for more 

information.

Around the
Archdiocese

If you have ever planned a large-scale event, whether 
it’s a musical performance or a religious conference, 
you may have dealt with someone’s personal assistant. 
Possibly this person would be a representative of the 
keynote speaker or the master of ceremonies for the 

 
politician or the lackey of a well-known musical act.

Personal assistants are masters of stewardship— 
overseeing things in their boss’ absence. They prepare 
the way. This person’s job is to get everything ready for 
the person in charge, so that when he or she shows up— 
whoever he or she is—it’s smooth sailing for them to do 
whatever it is they need to do: sing, speak, pray, mingle, 
what-have-you. It’s usually a big job full of little things, 
a gig where attention to detail is key.

God is the guest of honor in our life, the keynote speaker, 
the main event. And what He wants—what He needs— 
to do is to change our hearts. Constantly, over, and over, 
and over again.

We are all His personal assistants in this endeavor. We 
need to prepare the way of the Lord, to make straight 
His paths. We need to make everything ready so that 
when He shows up—however He shows up, whether it’s 
in the form of a neighbor in need or a burning bush right 
in front of us—everything is ready for Him to do His job.

— Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS

God's Personal Assistants



St. Nicholas | Feast Day December 6

St. Nicholas of Bari (March 15, 270 – December 6, 343), 
the bishop of Myra in the fourth century, is the saint 

that Santa Claus is modeled after. Known for his
kindness and generosity to the poor, the story has

it that St. Nicholas once tossed bags of gold through
the open window of a poor man’s house to help 

his daughters avoid a life of prostitution.

According to legend, the gold landed in stockings
dangling on the corners of the beds, which is why 
many of us celebrate St. Nicholas Day by hanging 

 
small toys.

Not much else is known about this beloved saint, 
but regardless, his reputation as a generous man 

continues today.

St. Ambrose shares 
some wisdom on our 
need to prepare the 
way and open the 
door for Christ. “You 
see that when the 
Word of God knocks 
hardest on your door, 
it is when his hair is wet with the dew of the night. In fact, 
he chooses to visit those who are in tribulation and trial, lest 
one of them be overwhelmed by distress. So, his head is 
covered with dew, with drops, when his body is laboring 
hard. It is important to keep watch so that when the 
Bridegroom comes, he is not shut out. If you are asleep and 
your heart is not keeping watch, he will go away without 
knocking; but if your heart is alert for his coming, he knocks 
and asks for the door to be opened to him.” When life gets 

a bit downhearted and miserable, these words can bring 
great comfort.

We sometimes choose to remain stuck in our uncomfortable 
darkness and being stuck becomes our norm. In this time 
of self-focus our hearts are closed to the graces and life 
God desires to give us. Wrapped in the robe of mourning 
and misery, we fail to see the mercy, justice, and love the 
Bridegroom wants to bring. If we take seriously the need 
to prepare the way for Christ and open our hearts in 
preparation for his visit, we can hear God’s gentle voice 
calling us deep within. It beckons us to seek out its source 
and discover the inner calm and peace that can prevail 
over the darkness of despair. Sometimes our darkness is so 
dark that it may seem unsurmountable. Trusting in the 
spiritual friends who journey with us, and God’s promise 

to keep our hearts’ doors open. Sometimes, the only light 
in the darkness is found in trusting the faith of others both 
past and present.

We have to trust that God has already begun the 
accomplishment of good work in us and that humanity is 
on an incredible journey to something wonderful and 
awesome. God is not done. When we open the doors of our 
hearts, straighten the paths of our lives, and prepare the 
way, Jesus can come with God’s simple gifts of peace, grace, 
and joy. Life throws a great deal at us. It is easy to get tired 
and confused. We have to train our hearts to keep watch, 
discern what is of value, and forge ahead. Not allowing 
ourselves to become so weighed down by things and brought 
out of focus is a tremendous goal to achieve this Advent 
season. God is knocking. Answer the door. You will see and 
understand life in ways you never thought possible before.

- Gospel Meditation -
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Bank Local. Bank Premier.
Roseville Office 
651.633.8880

www.premierbanks.com

John Griep, CLU 
         Agent 

651-698-0703
Snelling & Randolph

“Neighborhood Agent”

ST. PAUL
LINOLEUM & CARPET CO.

Commercial & Institutional

Contractor Since 1938

2956 Center Ct. • Eagan

(651) 686-7770

St. Paul Automotive
Complete Domestic & Foreign Auto

Service & Repair

910 Randolph Ave. 651-298-0956

American & Foreign Cars • Towing
Complete Auto Care

651-698-5632
1341 St. Clair Ave. • St. Paul, MN 55105

CARBONE’S PIZZA
Open For Noon Lunches 

Soups • Sands. • Salads 

Full Spaghetti Dinner 

Daily Lunch Specials

1698 Randolph  651-698-0721

Roofing • Chimneys • Gutters • Siding 
Sheet Metal • Storm Restoration

612-722-7129 www.garlock-french.com

Ran Ham Bowling Center 
490-1/2 Hamline Ave S. in St. Paul

Randolph & Hamline • 651.698.0252

Banquet Rooms 
-No Fees- 

see website

995 7th St. • 651.228.9925
  crshamrocks.com for more info

651.698.4347
492 S. Hamline

BRIAN 
WAGNER 
“An Educator First”

651-497-4387 
bawagner@cbburnet.com

Contact Jim Byrne 
to place an ad today!
jbyrne@4LPi.com or 
(800) 950-9952 x2596

380 W. 7th St., St. Paul 
bonfesauto.com

CAR CARE BY PEOPLE WHO CARE 
COMPLETE MECHANICAL REPAIRS

• AWARD WINNING COLLISION REPAIR 
• INSURANCE RECOMMENDED

651-222-4458

Tom Vogel 
Parishioner

612-210-6734
tom@vogelte.com 
www.vogelte.com

SMALL BUSINESS 
ACCOUNTING

INDIVIDUALS AND BUSINESSES

Over 35 years experience 
Best Value in Town

Crisis Pregnancy Center
Birthright St. Paul

Urgently Seeking Compassionate Volunteers

3 hour shifts -  
day, evening or Saturday

651-646-7033

www.Birthright.org/StPaul

Installation • Repair • Sanding • Patching • Refinishing • Free Estimates • Insured

Marvin   952.292.2349   612.685.6498
escobarflooring@gmail.com

Colorful historic tours led by 
Lovable Know-It-All Sr. Celeste! 

Visit celestial-tours.com or 
Eventbrite for times and information; 

90 minute tours, including private.

651-253-0937
Tours include select beverage in Celeste Hotel lobby.

Breakfast • Private Parties • Graduations 
Funerals • Memorials • Weddings

651-292-9228
920 Randolph Ave., St Paul

catering@skinnerscatering.com
SkinnersCatering.com

IRON RANGER

www.ironrangermn.com

Burgers   Salads   Cocktails

Sandwiches   Flatbreads

Sunday Brunch   Catering

Private Events   Take-Out

• •

•

•

•

1085 Grand Avenue   651.487.1913•

Our family serving yours, always
providing compassionate &

professional service with
affordable options

Michael O’Halloran, Owner
(651) 698-0796

www.ohalloranmurphy.com


