
PARISH MISSION STATEMENT 

We at St. Matthew Catholic Church are a community of faith and love dedicated to our Lord Jesus Christ.  

We are committed to spiritual growth through active worship, education and ministry.  

We provide an environment to support a Christ-centered way of life.  

Through our actions others will be drawn to Christ. 
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MESSAGE FROM FR. JOHN 

 

Parish Office Hours:  

The Parish Office is open to the                             

public, Monday through Thursday, 

11 a.m. - 1 p.m. You may also contact 

staff by email.  

 

Bulletin Deadline:  

  Monday noon, in writing. 

  

Who is a parishioner?  

One who is registered and regularly 

participates in the liturgical life of the 

parish and demonstrates support of 

the parish mission by completing and 

fulfilling an annual commitment of 

time, treasure and talent.    

  

To register in the Parish:  

We welcome anyone interested in 

being an active member of our parish. 

Please call the Parish Office (232-

5012) and we will mail registration 

materials. 

  

Baptisms:  

First time parents (or those who have 

not attended a class within the last 

three years) must meet with Fr. John 

prior to the scheduling of the baptism 

for your child(ren). Please call the 

Parish Office for information.        

Baptisms are celebrated monthly. 

  

Marriages:  

Couples are required to contact       

Fr. John at least 6 months prior to the 

anticipated wedding date and        

BEFORE making any other arrange-

ments or reserving a reception hall. 

  

Anointing of the Sick: 

If you would like to receive the      

Sacrament of the Sick, please see   

Fr. John after Mass. The sacrament is 

available to all those who are ailing 

physically, mentally or spiritually. 
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      RESPECT LIFE MONTH 

 

Each October the Church in the United States celebrates Respect Life Month, 

and the first Sunday of October is observed as Respect Life Sunday. As        

Catholics, we are called to cherish, defend, and protect those who are most   

vulnerable, from the beginning of life to its end, and at every point in between. 

During the month of October, the Church asks us to reflect more deeply on the 

dignity of every human life.  

 

PROJECT ANDREW EVENT FOR YOUNG MEN IN HIGH SCHOOL:  

AN INVITATION FROM JESUS CHRIST TO “FOLLOW ME” 

 

Jesus Christ is calling you to follow Him. It’s a fact. The question which remains 

is - what does that look like for you? What is it abuot a relationship with Jesus 

Christ that has the power to transform a boy into a man - a man who is willing to 

lay down his life for his friends - as a spiritual father and priest? 

 

Join Archbishop Joseph Naumann, Vocation Director Fr. Dan Morris, seminarian 

George Rhodes, and area priests as together we unpack those two simple but 

life-giving words of Jesus: �Follow me” (Matthew 4:19). 

 

Project Andrew is next Sunday, October 4 from 1 – 4pm, at St. Joseph in Topeka. 

Come and see how your next few years can be more fulfilling, rather than risking 

being lost in the culture and temptations of the day. This is an invitation every 

young man should take seriously. Register at: https://www.archkck.org/

page.aspx?pid=877, or email vocation@archkck.org or call 913-647-0303. 

 

SISTER PARISH - SACRED HEART COLLECTION 

 

Next weekend, October 3/4, we will have a second collection for our Sister     

Parish, Sacred Heart, Belize, so that we may assist them in their needs,          

especially their school, as they prepare for this coming year. I invite everyone   

to be generous as we respond to their request. Prayers are also appreciated. 

 

2020 CENSUS 

 

The 2020 Census will soon be coming to a close, and there is concern that  

some communities will not be accurately counted. As the bishop who chairs   

the Domestic Justice and Human Development committee of the USCCB        

recently reminded us: “Our country conducts a Census every ten years to  

count the number of  of men, women and children residing in the United States.      

Census data helps direct more than $800 billion annually to key programs     

designed to advance the common good, strengthen families and reduce poverty. 

The Catholic Church and other service providers rely on the national Census to   

provide an accurate count in order to effectively serve those in need.” 

 

Did you know the first Census was in 1790? Only 230 years ago! Under the U.S. 

Constitution, the very first responsibility of the Federal Government is a count  

of all persons living in the United States. 

 

Taking the census is a civic duty, and impacts support for infrastructure,    

transportation planning, emergency preparedness, disaster relief, education 

funding, health tracking and disease control, as well as a multitude of other 

things. Be sure your household is counted in 2020.  

Go to: http://my2020census.gov/ or call 844-330-2020. 
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St. Matthew Parish:  “The Refrigerator Page” 

This page is provided for you to add to your family’s information center, the “fridge!” 
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Christian  

Radabaugh 

Grant  

   Latendresse 

Javier Rodriguez 

Ashley Moulden 

Brayden         

McConnell 

Michael Duncan 

Rebecca Allen 

Eli Latendresse 

Michael  

    Latendresse 

 

Jack  

Latendresse 

Tristan Butler 

Jacob Daniels 

Mitchell Ridder 

Nathan Pawley 

Rod Andaya 

Aaron Oliver 

Matthew Dailey 

Trevor Carson 

Benjamin Spain 

Richard Lomboy 

Shea Brinker    

 

David  

Luke Wareham  

Dustin  

Shayne Athon  

Nathan Pollack  

Dylan Treadwell  

Austi 

n Brinker  

Tashina Miller  

Nick Newsom  

Josh Hahn  

Ulric 

 Baumgardner     

Billy Fehrenbach   

Marvin  

Fehrenbach  

Dennis Mulryan   

Craig Loughlin   

Richard Kolbek  

Nicholas 

Gawdun    

Alan Bennett  

Angelo Cruz  

Abby Hays  

Alvin Pierce  

Roberto Caceres   

Melissa-Jo  

Rivera   

Mike Perry  

Chad May  

Barry Price   

Dalan Pittz   

Anthony 

Stallbaumer 

Paul Alber 

Nathan Hunt  

Bryan Smith  

Glenn Ortiz 

Michael Tibbits  

Danielle Burke   

Jesse Adams  

Greg Cochran  

Clayton C.  

Henry Cruciani 

Kay Becker 

Barbara Ketter 

Chelsey Rogers 

Santino Gallardo 

Bob & Joan O’Shea 

Margaret Dolan 

Louise Michael 

Norma Weaver 

Mary Ann  

 Satherwaithe 

Emmett Finnegan 

Sam Kelly 

Robert Paulussen 

Steve Sachs 

Bob Broxterman 

Hunter Inglett 

Sharon Larson 

Steve Dominguez 

Lori Markowski 

Walt Droge 

Darlene Diehl 

Sharon Hess 

Paul Mages 

Ann Albers 

Pastor Mark 

Lisa Underwood 

Regis & Sandra

 Campbell 

John Rosetta 

Pat Coker 

Karl Alber  

Tracy Costales 

Joe Ehalt 

Toni Brown 

Janel Meier Ketter 

Ellen Williams 

Mary Frantz 

Jovanna Vink 

Jessica 

Nancy Lacore 

Jeff Landers 

Brian Privott 

Pat Casper 

Sarah Ruiz 

Barbara Jessop 

Judy Haselwood 

Margaret Comeau 

Regina Bennett 

Dennis Glotzbach 

Mary Brennan 

Liz Garcia 

Doris 

Carolyn Peck 

Diane Nicholson 

George & Jan Forst 

Debbie Wilczak 

David Finnegan 

 

FOR THOSE SERVING IN THE ARMED FORCES 

MASS INTENTIONS 

September 28 - October 4 
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Sunday, 9/27 

(advance sign up for Mass attendance is required; go to 

parish website or call Parish Office) 

 8:00am Mass/Church 

 10:30am Mass/Church  

 

Monday, 9/28 

 

Tuesday, 9/29 

  

Wednesday,9/30 

   

Thursday, 10/1 

    

Friday, 10/2 

 

Saturday, 10/3 

(advance sign up for Mass attendance is required; go to 

parish website or call Parish Office) 

 5:00pm Mass/Church 

 

Sunday, 10/4 

(advance sign up for Mass attendance is required; go to 

parish website or call Parish Office) 

 8:00am Mass/Church 

 10:30am Mass/Church  
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READINGS FOR THE WEEK OF SEPTEMBER 27, 2020 

Sunday: Ez 18:25-28/Ps 25:4-5, 6-7, 8-9 [6a]/Phil 2:1-11  

 or 2:1-5/Mt 21:28-32  

Monday: Jb 1:6-22/Ps 17:1bcd, 2-3, 6-7 [6]/Lk 9:46-50 

Tuesday: Dn 7:9-10, 13-14 or Rv 12:7-12a/Ps 138:1-2ab, 

 2cde-3, 4-5 [1]/Jn 1:47-51 

Wednesday: Jb 9:1-12, 14-16/Ps 88:10bc-11, 12-13, 

 14-15 [3]/Lk 9:57-62 

Thursday: Jb 19:21-27/Ps 27:7-8a, 8b-9abc, 13-14 [13]/ 

 Lk 10:1-12 

Friday: Jb 38:1, 12-21; 40:3-5/Ps 91:1-2, 3-4ab, 4c-6,  

 10-11 [11]/Mt 18:1-5, 10 

Saturday: Jb 42:1-3, 5-6, 12-17/Ps 119:66, 71, 75, 91, 125, 

 130 [135]/Lk 10:17-24 

Next Sunday: Is 5:1-7/Ps 80:9, 12, 13-14, 15-16, 19-20 

 [Is 5:7a]/Phil 4:6-9/Mt 21:33-43 



AROUND ST. MATTHEW 

Joe “Mayo” Ortiz, uncle of Richard (Rosalie) 

Dominguez  

 

Cupid Brumley, husband of Mary Brumley 

 

 

Our thoughts and prayers are with their loved ones    

in this time of sadness. 

 

 

 

LIVE THE LITURGY - INSPIRATION FOR THE WEEK 

When making decisions, we often struggle with what 

voice to follow. We acknowledge the presence of God, 

the existence of the Trinity, the priority of the Gospel, 

and the virtues and values they embody. Yet, even 

with all of that truth, knowledge, and tradition behind 

us, we think we know better. When confronted with a 

decision, we easily dismiss what we know we ought 

and need to do and entertain responses that stem 

from lesser desires and wants. We eventually may 

come around and realize that what God asks us to do 

is what we need to do, even if it wasn’t our original 

intention. God accepts our return to Him with joy. 

What becomes dishonest is deceiving ourselves, God, 

and others by originally saying yes to what we know 

we need (and are asked to do) and willfully doing 

something else. That is blatant hypocrisy. 

 

©LPi 
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IMPORTANT INFORMATION ABOUT MASS                

ATTENDANCE 

Since we are only able to have 96 people in attendance 

at each Saturday/Sunday Mass all those wishing to  

attend must sign up ahead of time.  

�� To sign-up for Sunday Mass go to our website and 

click on the “sign-up for Mass” link. 

�� Masks are required and social distancing is        

followed at all of our Masses.  

�� Sunday Mass - the obligation to attend Mass      

continues to be dispensed by the Archbishop and 

we will continue to live stream the 5 p.m. Mass 

�� Daily Mass - If you are interested in attending the 

Tuesday or Thursday 8:05 a.m. Mass, you do not 

need to sign up in advance. Please sign-in with the 

greeter when you attend.  

�� Do not come to Mass if you are sick, if you have 

been exposed to the coronavirus, if you suspect 

you have been exposed or if you have been ad-

vised by your doctor not to attend Mass.  

 

 

AN ACT OF SPIRITUAL COMMUNION  

My Jesus,  

I believe that You are present  

in the Most Holy Sacrament.  

I love You above all things,  

and I desire to receive You into my soul.  

Since I cannot at this moment  

receive You sacramentally,  

come at least spiritually into my heart.  

I embrace You as if You were already there  

and unite myself wholly to You.  

Never permit me to be separated from You.  

Amen.  
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STEWARDSHIP NEWS 

        STEWARDSHIP  

        OF TREASURE UPDATE 

 Week 12 

9/13/2020 

 Fiscal 

Y-T-D 

Envelopes/

Children’s/Bill Pay 

 

$15,081.50 

  

$147,961.63 

Automatic & Online 

Giving 

 

9,497.69 

  

72,421.28 

 

Total 

 

$24,605.19 

  

$221,340.02 

 

Budget 

 

21,282.17 

  

$255,386.04 

 

+/- budget 

 

$3,323.02 

 

 

($34,046.02) 

 

Plate 

 

26.00 

  

957.11 

EVERYDAY STEWARDSHIP - RECOGNIZE GOD IN 

YOUR ORDINARY MOMENTS 

 

Is It the Thought That Counts? 

 

I can remember times when I received a gift that I would 

not have chosen for myself. At those times I certainly 

thought to myself that “it was the thought that counts.”  

I was happy that the gift-giver thought of me at all. Then 

there have been times when my children have not given 

me a gift and then chose to tell me all about what they 

were going to give me. They would then follow it up by 

saying, “it was the thought that really counts.” Really!?! 

I don’t think so. I could think of sending my wife on a 

cruise, but that is not in any way the same as going on 

the cruise. I think there are times when all of us think we 

are more generous than we are, simply because we 

were thinking about being generous. 

 

This way of thinking can be dangerous. Jesus teaches 

us to say what we mean and mean what we say. The in-

tentionality of our actions is important, but intentionality 

without action is meaningless. How we act and what we 

give serves as evidence of our intentions and indicates 

where our heart truly lies. If we fool ourselves into  

thinking we are someone we are not, it can become   

difficult to see the truth. We need to look for the fruit    

in our lives. We need to make sure our desires and 

thoughts are moving us to act. You know that other  

saying about intentions, don’t you? Don’t pave the road 

to a place no one wants to end up with your intentions. 

Instead, let your intentions and actions lead others to 

another place where Jesus can be found. 

 

– Tracy Earl Welliver 

 

©LPi 

 

 

SPECIAL THANKS to the Dillon family for the generous 

gift that the parish received recently from the Ed Dillon 

Estate. As a long time member of St. Matthew Parish 

and a faithful volunteer who was so supportive of our 

parish, Ed included St. Matthew Church in his estate 

planning. Thanks to his foresightedness, his gift will 

continue to help support the work of our parish for 

years to come. Please consider doing the same in your 

own estate planning. For more information, contact  

Carey Kennedy at the Parish Office.  

FALL FESTIVAL CELEBRATION 

2020 is definitely a year when nothing is normal. Some-

times that's not such a bad thing, and at other times it 

can be quite a disappointment. Usually at this time of 

the year here at the parish, we are preparing for our 

annual Virtual Fall Festival Celebration, but like so 

many other things, that too is changing this year. There 

is just no way that we can conduct that large of a gath-

ering, with the parish hall packed with people enjoying 

the annual turkey dinner while many more are in the 

gym and out on the parish grounds taking part in all of 

the games and various other activities. After some seri-

ous thought, it was determined that perhaps we could 

trim back some of our normal activities and still have      

reason to celebrate. Briefly here's the overall plan. 

1. The Virtual Fall Festival Celebration will be Sunday, 

October 25, 2020! Mark that date on your calendar. 

2. We will still have the Raffle Drawing with a first 

prize of $1,000, second prize of $500 and 3 addi-

tional prizes, $100 Dillons Gift Card, $100 Lowe’s 

Gift Card, $100 Longhorn/Olive Garden Gift Card. 

3. Watch your mailbox this week for the newsletter 

and tickets.  

4. And the news that everyone has been waiting for. 

We will still have our famous Turkey Dinner, but 

with a few changes. The dinner will be served on   

a take-out basis only, and people will be asked to 

purchase tickets in advance. All the details and    

an order form are included in the Fall Festival 

newsletter.  



SCHOOL NEWS 

MRS. PETTIT'S FIRST GRADE STUDENTS WROTE A THANK YOU NOTE TO 

FATHER JOHN.  
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FALL FUN AND SPELLING PRACTICE and one-to-one correspondence!   

Each leaf had one letter of the students name. Students had to put them in the 

correct order and then spell their name pointing to each letter!    

 

 

ST. MATTHEW ELC IS LOOKING FOR A PART TIME ASSISTANT 

TEACHER! Great hours for a college student! Experience pre-

ferred, but will train the right person. Apply online at 

www.saintmatthews.org/elc/about-us/elc-job. Contact Melissa at 

233-1220 for more information. 

 

 

 

 

EARLY LEARNING CENTER NEWS 

SCHOOL OF RELIGION NEWS 

CONGRATULATIONS TO THE YOUNG PEOPLE IN OUR PARISH WHO RECEIVED               

THEIR CONFIRMATION on Saturday, September 19

th

.   

 

THANK YOU to all those who helped them throughout this process.  

 

May the Holy Spirit continue to guide and inspire them.  



KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS NEWS 

��

COUNCIL MEETING, October 1, 7 p.m., Parish Hall, park in 

conference center lot and use the east entrance. 

 

TOOTSIE ROLLS FUNDRAISER FOR INTELLECTUALLY 

CHALLENGED 

�� October 10 & 11, after each Mass 

 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION RAFFLE: 

�� October 14 is last day of ticket sales 

�� Prizes: (1) $30,000; (1) $7,000; (5) $4,000; (8) $2,000;          

 (8) $1,000 

�� Tickets are $100 each, pooling with others is OK 

�� Drawing in Wichita on December 5 

�� Contact Lyle Staley, 213-1741 (call or text) for      

 tickets 

 

COUNCIL CONTACTS 

 

Grand Knight: Richard Oliva   

640-3347  

gk@topekakofc.org         

  

Financial Secretary: Lyle Staley  

213-1741 

fs@topekakofc.org 

 

Website: topekakofc.org 

WHAT TO DO WHEN A FRIEND IS CONSIDERING      

ABORTION 

Read the full version at respectlife.org/l-o-v-e. 

When a woman is facing a difficult pregnancy, the reaction 

of the first person she tells tends to set the tone for her 

decision-making. How do we respond in a loving way that 

is life-affirming for both her and her baby? First, prioritize 

listening over speaking. Ask her about her feelings, 

thoughts, values, beliefs, and wants. When her story is 

fully shared, it is your turn to provide factual information, 

in a loving and caring way. Encourage her. Help her set 

goals that extend beyond her due date to help her see life 

beyond her pregnancy. Reassure her that she is not alone, 

and provide practical support. Pray with her, offering 

Christ’s love at a crucial life-saving and life-defining     

moment. This is a summary of a USCCB Respect Life Program 

article by the same name and is reprinted with permission.  

© 2019, USCCB, Washington, D.C. All rights reserved. 

 

 

 

 

ST.  MATTHEW  MEMORIAL  GARDEN ORDER FORM 

"Remember a Loved One" 

 

The St. Matthew Garden Club is again accepting orders for "Memorial" Bricks to be placed in the           

Memorial Garden in front of the Blessed Mary statue. Each brick is $100 and can feature your loved one’s 

first and last name. Please complete the order form and put this form along with your check made payable 

to St. Matthew Garden Club in the Sunday collection basket or mail directly to the Parish Office no later 

than October 7, 2020. All new bricks should be in place in early November. If you have questions regard-

ing this project, contact Linda Wickstrum, 267-1065, or Mary Lou McPhail, 272-7632. 

 

Name of Person Purchasing Brick: ___________________________________________________________ 

Phone Number: ________________________ Email: _____________________________________________ 

Name to be engraved on brick (first and last name only).  Please print  clearly:  

_____________________________________________________________________ 

SOCIAL JUSTICE MINISTRY NEWS 



 For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952 • www.4lpi.com                St. Matthew Church, Topeka, KS                A 4C 02-0469

MIKE MOSHER CONSTRUCTION
A L L  Y O U R  C O N S T R U C T I O N  N E E D S

608-3341New 
Remodel

Residential 
Commercial

2905 SW Gage Blvd. 
Topeka, KS 66614

785-289-3188 • Fax 785-783-3599

MoMMy & Me
QUALITY RESALE CLOTHING

Children’s & Maternity Clothing
• Toys • Baby Accessories

• New Baby Gift Items

         266-0375
M-F 10AM-6PM • Sat. 9AM-5PM 

3703 SW Burlingame Road

29th & California

jazzercise.com
785-806-5602

One Week FREE Trial

Dairy Queen
1725 S.E. 29th St.
Topeka, KS 66605

Additional Locations:
17th & Medford • N. Topeka Blvd.

Blue Dot ServicesBlue Dot Services
Heating, Cooling, and Plumbing

www.bluedotkansas.com
f: BlueDot Topeka

Rayleen Perez, Susan Flynn, Megan Chavez 
Parishioners 

272-1633
10% Off  

Product or Services*
*Excludes bath remodels,  

HVAC installs or sewer replacements
(coupon must be presented at time of service)
Not valid with any other offer. Expires 12/31/20

TOM OWENS 
PLUMBING, INC.
SERVICE • REPAIR •REMODEL 
FREE ESTIMATES

Dave Tew, LUTCF - Agent

785-266-5800

DTew@ShelterInsurance.com

AUTO • HOME • LIFE

1720 SE 29th St., Topeka KS 66605

General Contractor
Specializing in Mud-Jacking

Foundation Repair & Waterproofing
Since 1962

Topeka 233-3447

 

Sue Zientara Ins Agy Inc
Sue Zientara, Agent

300 S W 33rd
Topeka, KS 66611-2208
Bus 785-267-5090
sue.zientara.icj6@statefarm.com

The greatest compliment you can give is a referral.

 

Donna Mathena-Menke 

800 SW Sixth Avenue, Topeka, Kansas 66603 

PH: 785-354-7706 • Fax 785-354-1236 

www.brennanmathenafh.com

 

Donna Mathena-Menke 
800 SW Sixth Avenue, Topeka, Kansas 66603 

PH: 785-354-7706 • Fax 785-354-1236 
www.brennanmathenafh.com

Contact Tim NeSmith • tnesmith@4LPi.com • (800) 950-9952 x5863

Heating • Cooling 
New Construction & 

Replacement Systems
232-2916 • 1520 E. 10TH ST.

Stan and Brenda Zimmerman

REALTORS®

Office: 785-271-2888 
Stan: 785-640-2223 

Brenda: 785-224-5885

Stan@StanZimmerman.com 
www.StanZimmerman.com

2858 SW Villa West Dr, Ste 200
Topeka, Kansas 66614

Each Office is Independently 
Owned and Operated

Call LPi today for 
advertising info 
 (800) 950-9952


