
MASS TIMES 
Saturday at 4pm  
Sunday at 8am & 10am  
M - W at 12:15pm, F at 7:30am 

     

STAFF 
Pastor: Father Richmond Dzekoe 
 DBQ227@dbqarch.org 
Deacon:  Stan Scheiding 
   DBQ227D@dbqarch.org 
   319-533-0425 
Religious Ed: Amy Prewett 
  DBQ227REsec@dbqarch.org 
Secretary: Tracy Stocker  
  DBQ227sec@dbqarch.org 
Liturgy:  Ann Scheiding 
   saintjohnxxiiicr@gmail.com 

 
PARISH OFFICE 
8100 Roncalli Drive 
Cedar Rapids, IA 52404-9178 
Phone:  846-3139; Fax:  846-3159 
Like us on Facebook  
Twitter @John23Parish 

 
OFFICE HOURS 
Monday - Thursday, 8:00-4pm 
Friday, 8:00am-1pm 
Bulletin deadline: Mondays at noon 

 
PRAYER CHAIN 
blessedjohnprayerchain@gmail.com 
or (319)846-3139 

OFFICE PHONE: 846-3139        WEBSITE:  stjohn23cr.org  

NEW PARISH REGISTRATIONS 
Registration form can be found on the 
front page of parish website or contact 
parish office.  
 

 

RECONCILIATION 
Saturday, 2:30 pm, by appointment or 
before or after weekday Masses. 

BAPTISM  
Must attend Baptism Classes prior to 
scheduling Baptism.  Call parish office  
to register for class. 

 
MARRIAGE 
Contact the pastor eight (8) months 
before your wedding 

MISSION STATEMENT 
 

We, the parishioners of St. John XXIII, 
commit to be disciples of Jesus 

through prayer, Worship, study and service. 

December 27, 2020   St. John XXIII 



2 Welcome to the Parish of St. John XXIII 

From the Desk of Father Richmond 
 

My Beloved Parishioners: 
 
MERRY CHRISTMAS! HAPPY FEAST OF THE HOLY 
FAMILY!!!  
 
Today we give thanks to God for the gift of the Holy 
Family (the family of Joseph, Mary, and Jesus). We 
celebrate this feast today not only to give thanks to God 
and admire Joseph, Mary, and Jesus; but rather to imitate 
them. Today’s feast is an opportunity for us to reflect on 
our lives as a family. The question we need to ask is: 
“How has life been for us, as a family, in 2020, and how can 
we become a better family in 2021?”  
 
Special Gratitude:  
 
 All Who Helped With Christmas Masses: I am very 

grateful to the Liturgy Committee, Music Ministry, 
Cantors, Lectors, Ushers, Eucharistic Ministers, and 
all who helped us plan, decorate the Church, and 
celebrate our Christmas Masses. You did a wonderful 
job to help us celebrate the Joy and Peace of our 
Savior even in a challenging year like this. May God 
continue to bless you and your families! 

  
For Your Prayerful Attention and Involvement 
 
 Adult Faith Formation: We will be starting a New 

Faith Formation Program for Adults in our Parish 
starting in February. We have bought a new program 
and set up a Committee to Study it and lead the 
parish to study and grow in our Catholic Faith. 
Please stay tuned for more information on this in the 
coming weeks.  

  
 New Team for Evangelization: We are also starting a 

new Evangelization Team to help us share faith 
within and beyond our parish community to deepen 
our friendship with Christ and invite others outside 
our parish into friendship with Christ. We will be 
hearing from the Evangelization Team in the coming 
weeks. 

 
 Read the Book: Please find some time to read the 

book “ The Mass” by Fr. Tobin (it is the book we 
gave you as a Christmas gift from our parish) 
and invite your family and friends to share your 
reflections on how we might improve our 
participation at Mass.  

Your Shared Treasure 
For: December 12/13, 2020  
 
Adult Budget (100) ...............................................  $7,578.23 
Adult Budget EFT (65) ............................................ 1,925.00 
Offertory ....................................................................... 47.00 
Visitor ......................................................................... 140.00 
Total ................................................................ $9,690.23 
 

Extending the Dream ............................................ $1,675.00 
Extending the Dream EFT (51) ................................. 890.39 

Thank You For Your Support! 

 Young Adult Study Group: Special Thanks to all our 
young adults who attended our study sessions this past 
Advent. We invite All our Young Adults to join us 
on Mondays @ 6:30 pm for fun and engaging reflection 
about life. Invite your friends to form your own study 
group either in person or online on any day and time 
that works for you, and invite us to participate.  

 
 High School Youth Group: Many thanks to all who at-

tended our High School Youth Group and the Youth 
Council Members, who helped to plan and facilitate our 
meetings. We will continue our evenings of fun games, 
prayer, and faith sharing. Stay tuned for more infor-
mation in the coming weeks. 

 
 Novena For The Restoration of Family Joy & 

Peace: We shall continue our Parish Novena throughout 
2021. We will focus on different intentions for each 
month. For the Month of January, we will be praying for 
marriages that are going through challenges that God 
will restore peace and joy in families.  

 
As we continue our Christmas Season, let us hold on to our 
hope and joy in Christ! As I shared with you last week, the 
birth of Christ is about restoration! The power of our God 
does not only lie in the fact that he created all things, but 
most importantly, that he restores all things! He has called us 
to bless us. He will see us through 2021. He works in ways 
we cannot see. So smile, be happy & share the joy of  
Christmas! MERRY CHRISTMAS & HAPPY NEW 
YEAR!!!! 
 
In prayer with you, 
Fr. Richmond 

 
 

 
 



First Reading                      SIR 3:2-6, 12-14  
A reading from the Book of Sirach 
God sets a father in honor over his children; a mother’s 
authority he confirms over her sons. Whoever honors 
his father atones for sins, and preserves himself from 
them. When he prays, he is heard; he stores up riches 
who reveres his mother. Whoever honors his father is 
gladdened by   children, and, when he prays, is heard. 
Whoever reveres his father will live a long life; he who 
obeys his father brings comfort to his mother. My son, 
take care of your father when he is old; grieve him not 
as long as he lives. Even if his mind fail, be considerate 
of him; revile him not all the days of his life; kindness 
to a father will not be forgotten, 
firmly planted against the debt of your sins—a house 
raised in justice to you. 
The word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 
 
Responsorial Psalm         PS 128:1-2, 3, 4-5  
R. (cf. 1) Blessed are those who fear the Lord and 
walk in his ways. 
 
Blessed is everyone who fears the LORD, 
who walks in his ways! 
For you shall eat the fruit of your handiwork; 
blessed shall you be, and favored. 
 
Your wife shall be like a fruitful vine 
in the recesses of your home; 
your children like olive plants 
around your table. 
 
Behold, thus is the man blessed 
who fears the LORD. 
The LORD bless you from Zion: 
may you see the prosperity of Jerusalem 
all the days of your life. 

 
2nd Reading                                       COL 3:12-21   
A reading from the Book of Colossians 
Brothers and sisters: Put on, as God’s chosen ones, holy 
and beloved, heartfelt compassion, kindness, humility, 
gentleness, and patience, bearing with one another and 
forgiving one another, if one has a grievance against 
another; as the Lord has forgiven you, so must you also 
do. And over all these put on love, that is, the bond of 
perfection. And let the peace of Christ control your 
hearts, the peace into which you were also called in one 
body. And be thankful. Let the word of Christ dwell in 
you richly, as in all wisdom you teach and admonish 
one another, singing psalms, hymns, and spiritual  
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songs with gratitude in your hearts to God. And whatever 
you do, in word or in deed, do everything in the name of the 
Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him.  
Wives, be subordinate to your husbands, as is proper in the 
Lord. Husbands, love your wives, and avoid any bitterness 
toward them. Children, obey your parents in everything, for 
this is pleasing to the Lord. Fathers, do not provoke your 
children, so they may not become discouraged. 
The word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God.  

 
Gospel                                                           LK 2:22-40   
The Lord be with you. And with your spirit.  
A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke 
Glory to you, O Lord.  
When the days were completed for their purification  
according to the law of Moses, They took him up to Jerusa-
lem to present him to the Lord, just as it is written in the law 
of the Lord, Every male that opens the womb shall be conse-
crated to the Lord, and to offer the sacrifice of a pair of tur-
tledoves or two young pigeons, in accordance with the dic-
tate in the law of the Lord. Now there was a man in Jerusa-
lem whose name was Simeon. This man was righteous and 
devout, awaiting the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spir-
it was upon him. It had been revealed to him by the Holy 
Spirit that he should not see death before he had seen the 
Christ of the Lord. He came in the Spirit into the temple;  
and when the parents brought in the child Jesus to perform 
the custom of the law in regard to him, He took him into his 
arms and blessed God, saying: “Now, Master, you may let 
your servant go in peace, according to your word, for my eyes 
have seen your salvation, which you prepared in sight of all 
the peoples, a light for revelation to the Gentiles, and glory 
for your people Israel.” The child’s father and mother were 
amazed at what was said about him; and Simeon blessed 
them and said to Mary his mother, “Behold, this child is des-
tined for the fall and rise of many in Israel, and to be a sign 
that will be contradicted —and you yourself a sword will 
pierce—so that the thoughts of many hearts may be revealed.” 
There was also a prophetess, Anna, the daughter of Phanuel, 
of the tribe of Asher. She was advanced in years, having lived 
seven years with her husband after her marriage, and then as 
a widow until she was eighty-four. She never left the temple,  
but worshiped night and day with fasting and prayer. And 
coming forward at that very time, she gave thanks to God 
and spoke about the child to all who were awaiting the re-
demption of Jerusalem. When they had fulfilled all the pre-
scriptions of the law of the Lord, they returned to Galilee, 
to their own town of Nazareth. The child grew and became 
strong, filled with wisdom; and the favor of God was upon 
him. 
The Gospel of the Lord.   
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.  
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Meetings & Happenings: 
 
Monday, December 28  
   Baptism, 5:30 pm  
   Young adult study, 6:30 pm  
 
Tuesday, December 29  
   Adoration, 1:00-7:00 pm  
   Men of Action, 6:00 pm  
   Rosary and Benediction, 7:00 pm  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    
 
 

Mass Intentions 
 

The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary & Joseph 
Saturday, December 26 
  4:00 pm     Members of the Prewett family 
Sunday, December 27 
 8:00 am    All Parishioners 
  10:00 am    Susan Volz & Lincoln Schulte  
  

Monday, December 28 - The Holy Innocents 
   12:15 pm   Dave Matt 
Tuesday, December 29 - 5th Day Octave of Nativity  
   12:15 pm   Donna Zabokrtsky 
Wednesday, December 30 - 6th Day Octave Nativity 
   12:15 pm   Margaret J. Easton 
Thursday, December 31 - 7th Day Octave of Nativity 
   4:00 pm     Richard Schulte 
Friday, January 1 -  Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God 
   9:00  am    Bill Brunsman 
 

Epiphany of the Lord 
Saturday, January 2 
  4:00 pm     Jim & Greg Rump 
Sunday, January 3  
 8:00 am   Irwin & Joannel McDermott  
  10:00 am    All Parishioners 

2020 Contributions 
Contributions need to be received at the parish  
office by the end of business on December 31, 2020, to 
be included in your 2020 giving record.  The IRS does 
allow gifts sent via USPS to count as a 2020 gift provid-
ed it’s postmarked no later than December 31, 2020. 
Post-dated checks can not be accepted for this year’s do-
nations. For tax purposes the date we receive the dona-
tion, is when it was made regardless of check date.   
 

Christmas Electronic Giving Opportunity  
To provide another way to give and make it easier for 
parishioners who wish to offer a Christmas gift to our 
parish, the Archdiocese of Dubuque has set up a special 
page on its website to give your Christmas gift via credit 
or debit card. Your gift will be given directly to our par-
ish without any administrative or credit card fees. So, 
100% of your gift comes to us, designated as your 
Christmas gift to the parish. Go to www.dbqarch.org/
parishChristmas to make a one-time gift. The site will 
remain open through Epiphany, January 3, 2021.  
 

Consecration To the Holy Family 
 

O Lord Jesus,  
you lived in the home of Mary and Joseph in  

Nazareth.  There you grew in age, wisdom and grace as 
you prepared to fulfill your mission as our Redeemer.  

We entrust our family to you.  
 

O Blessed Mary, 
you are the Mother of Our Savior. At Nazareth you 

cared for Jesus and nurtured him in the peace and joy of 
your home.  

We entrust our family to you.  
 

O Saint Joseph,  
You provided a secure and loving home for Jesus and 

Mary, and gave us a model of fatherhood while showing 
us the dignity of work.  

We entrust our family to you.  
 

Holy Family, we consecrate ourselves and our family to 
you. May we be completely united in a love that is last-
ing, faithful and open to the gift of new life. Help us to 
grow in virtue, to forgive one another from our hearts, 

and to live in peace all our days. Keep us strong in faith, 
persevering in prayer, diligent in our work, and gener-

ous toward those in need. May our home, O Holy Fami-
ly, truly become a domestic church where we reflect your 

example in our daily life.  Amen 
Jesus, Mary and Joseph, pray for us!  
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TOMASH TAX PREPARATION 
TONY TOMASH, Parishioner
Financial Advisor, Tax Preparation,  

Life Insurance, & Medicare Supplement 
tony@tomashfinancial.com

Phone 319-540-7270

 

www.thebankhere.com

(319) 846-2300

BUTZ INSURANCE AGENCY
Auto • Home • Business • Farm • Crop

Life • Health • SR22

Brian Butz - Agent, Parishioner

319-846-4515         Walford, IA

 
SUBS • SOUPS  

SALADS • DESSERTS
Lu’s Deli & Donutland

In NewBo District 
1010 3rd St SE • (319) 200- 2221 

LAURIE & SCOTT KONECNY (Owners & Parishioners)

Brian & Mike Sankot, Owners
Your Complete Automotive Care Center

Engines, Transmissions, 530 Williams Blvd.
AC & Computerized Repair Fairfax, Iowa
Front End Alignment, All Makes 846-2742

Prairie Creek 
Veterinary Clinic, PLLC

Robert Kadlec, DVM
135 80th St. • Fairfax, IA 52228

Phone: (319) 846-2330
www.pcvcfairfax.com

Personalized Funerals  | Cremation Services
Prearrangement Plans

(319) 396-2616 | www.TeahenFuneralHome.com
Celebrate Life. Cherish Memories.

 Tom Manternach, Owner/Parishioner

Residential/ Commercial 
  New Construction  
  Remodel 

ELECTRICAL CONCEPTS, LLC 
319•826•6750  ~  319•361•5188 ~ tom@electricalconceptscr.com

St. Vincent de Paul Thrift Store 
928 7th Street SE

Donations/Volunteers
Always Welcome!

Help Us, Help Others

365-5091 • www.crsvdp.org

MEMORIALS
BY MICHEL

319-624-9090
 Toll Free 1-866-519-8726 

Mention ad to receive 20% discount 

HAVLIK’S AUTO SERVICE
Aaron Phillips 

(Owner, Parishioner)

1815 16th Ave SW

365-7257

Floral Pharmacy & Groceries
1843 Johnson Ave. NW, Cedar Rapids • 319.365.0477

Open 24 
Hours

INSECT CONTROL SPECIALISTS INC.
FAMILY OWNED AND 

OPERATED SINCE 1948

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL SERVICE
TERMITE & PEST CONTROL SERVICE

PEST CONTROL SUPPLIES 363-1676

TERMITE CONTROL

IOWA VALLEY 
MONUMENT CO.

Granite & Bronze Memorials

362-9911
2604 Williams Blvd. SW

Located on Hwy 30,  3 miles West of Cedar Rapids
Tues.-Sat. 5:00-9:00 PM

www.cedrelsupperclub.com • 446-7300

• Skilled Care 
• Long Term Care 
• Memory Care 

3131 F Ave. NW • Cedar Rapids, IA

“Committed to the Dignity of Life”

www.westridgecarecenter.com   390-3367 

Compliments of

Mark Brown Law Office
Defense Attorney

319-862-2519
www.attymarkbrown.com

319-390-3599 • www.fourguysauto.com
4705 Johnson Ave. NW • Cedar Rapids, IA 52405

Ed Faber, Parishioner
2310 Johnson Ave NW
319-200-GURU (4878)

Supporting and Serving the  
Catholic Community for 90 Years

CedarMemorial.com • 393-8000
 Cremation •  Funeral  • Cemetery

Contact Terri Roe to place an ad today! 
troe@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x5897

Online Women’s 
Boutique

FREE. SHIPPING. 
ALWAYS!

www.BetsyBoosBoutique.com


