
MASS TIMES 
Saturday at 4pm  
Sunday at 8am & 10am  
T-W at 7:30 am, Th at 12:15 pm 
Fri at 7am (@ Xavier when school  
     in session) 
     

STAFF 
Pastor: Father Richmond Dzekoe 
 DBQ227@dbqarch.org 
Deacon:  Stan Scheiding 
   DBQ227D@dbqarch.org 
   319-533-0425 
Deacon:  Joe Blanck 
   DBQ227D2@dbqarch.org 
Religious Ed: Amy Prewett 
  DBQ227REsec@dbqarch.org 
Secretary: Tracy Stocker  
  DBQ227sec@dbqarch.org 
Liturgy:  Ann Scheiding 
   saintjohnxxiiicr@gmail.com 
Ministries: Lorraine Blanck 
   DBQ227s1@dbqarch.org 
 

PARISH OFFICE 
8100 Roncalli Drive 
Cedar Rapids, IA 52404-9178 
Phone:  846-3139; Fax:  846-3159 
Like us on Facebook  
Twitter @John23Parish 
 

OFFICE HOURS 
Monday - Thursday, 8:00-4pm 
Friday, 8:00am-12:00pm 

OFFICE PHONE: 846-3139        WEBSITE:  stjohn23cr.org 
PRAYER CHAIN blessedjohnprayerchain@gmail.com or (319)846-3139 

NEW PARISH REGISTRATIONS 
Registration form can be found on the 
front page of parish website or contact 
parish office.  
 

 

RECONCILIATION 
Saturday, 2:30 pm, by appointment or 
before or after weekday Masses. 

BAPTISM  
Must attend  (2) Baptism Classes prior 
to scheduling Baptism.  Call parish 
office to register for classes. 

 
MARRIAGE 
Contact the pastor eight (8) months 
before your wedding. 

MISSION STATEMENT 
 

We, the parishioners of St. John XXIII, 
commit to be disciples of Jesus 

through prayer, Worship, study and service. 

September 5, 2021    St. John XXIII 
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From the Desk of Father Richmond 
 

My Beloved Parishioners:  
 
Happy Labor Day Weekend! Life is and has never 
been easy, but when we allow God to work through 
us, we help one another sail through life safely and 
joyfully. "If we cease doing battle with life's 
incompleteness and see ourselves, as God does, on a 
journey toward wholeness and completeness, we can 
better accept our disappointments and stand firm. 
The prophets told us, and Jesus reassured us: Be 
strong! Fear not! Sometimes we have to update our 
stories and replace them with newer, more accurate 
ones. When we make God's story our own and tune 
our radar into His voice, what we hear is all about 
restoration, healing, and rejuvenation! This is true 
even when we think we have hit rock bottom and 
can go no further. There is always hope. Remember 
the words of Julian of Norwich: “God made us, God 
loves us, and God keeps us." Thank God for the 
work you do, and pray for those who are 
unemployed and underemployed.  
 
SPECIAL GRATITUDE:  
 
 Our Catechists:  Our Catechists play a 

significant role in helping us develop and live 
our faith in Christ. We praise God for all our 
past and current catechists. We are very grateful 
to all of you for the sacrifices you make to help 
us develop and grow in our faith in Christ. 
Please take some time each day in the coming 
week to pray THREE "HAIL MARYS" for our 
Catechists.  

 
 ALL Workers:  Thank you very much for all the 

sacrifices you make to work in various aspects of 
society to make our world a better place to live. 
Whatever you do, do it to glorify God and make 
it a blessing to others.  

 
FOR YOUR PRAYERFUL ATTENTION AND 
INVOLVEMENT:  
 
 Helping our brothers & Sisters in Haiti:  

Thousands were killed in the earthquake,  

Your Shared Treasure 
For: August 21/22, 2021 
 
Adult Budget (109) ...............................................  $7,364.23 
Adult Budget EFT (77) ............................................ 2,694.33 
Offertory ....................................................................... 90.00 
Visitor ......................................................................... 300.00 
Total .............................................................. $10,448.56 
 

Extending the Dream ............................................... $135.00 
Extending the Dream EFT (34) ................................. 654.21 

Thank You For Your Support! 

      many more thousands were injured, build-      
      ings collapsed, and public utilities were cut off.  
      Archbishop Jackels invites all of us to accompany  
      the people of Haiti with prayers and support. As a  
      Parish, we would like to walk with our brothers and  
      sisters in these difficult times by taking a second  
      collection on September 12th to help them recover  
      and rebuild their lives. 100% of what's donated will  
      be sent to Catholic Relief Services, who will make a  
      donation on behalf of the Archdiocese of Dubuque.  
      Thank you for your prayers and support.  
 
 Sisters of St. Joseph of Carondelet: Today, we wel-

come Rev. Sr. Sally Harper from the Sisters of St. 
Joseph of Carondelet for this year's annual missions 
appeal. Sister will be speaking at all three Masses to 
invite us to share in their missions. Please make Sis-
ter Sally feel at home!  

 
 RCIA: Are you or do you know any Non-Catholic 

adult desiring to learn more about our beautiful 
Catholic Faith to discern whether God is calling 
you to become a member of the Catholic Church? 
Please contact Fr. Richmond or Lorraine Blanck to 
learn more about how you can join our RCIA con-
versations starting in October. We will work around 
your schedule, make it flexible, and walk this jour-
ney with you, so please don't hesitate to contact us.  

 
Thank you very much for all you do for Mother Church 
and society. May Christ give us the grace to unite our 
work with prayer to promote the Common good of hu-
manity and the glory of  God. Happy Labor Day!  
 
In prayer with you,  
Fr. Richmond 



First Reading                                Is 35:4-7a  
A reading from the Book of the Prophet Isaiah 
Thus says the LORD: Say to those whose hearts are 
frightened: Be strong, fear not! Here is your God, 
he comes with vindication; with divine recompense 
he comes to save you. Then will the eyes of the 
blind be opened, the ears of the deaf be cleared; 
then will the lame leap like a stag, then the tongue 
of the mute will sing. Streams will burst forth in 
the desert, and rivers in the steppe. The burning 
sands will become pools, and the thirsty ground, 
springs of water.  
The word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 
 
 

Responsorial Psalm   
 
R. (1b)    Praise the Lord, my soul! 
 
The God of Jacob keeps faith forever, secures 
justice for the oppressed, gives food to the hungry. 
The LORD sets captives free. 
R. Praise the Lord, my soul! 
 
The LORD gives sight to the blind; the LORD 
raises up those who were bowed down. 
The LORD loves the just; the LORD protects 
strangers. 
R. Praise the Lord, my soul! 
 
The fatherless and the widow the LORD sustains, 
but the way of the wicked he thwarts. The LORD 
shall reign forever; your God, O Zion, through all 
generations. Alleluia. 
R. Praise the Lord, my soul! 
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2nd Reading                                         Jas 2:1-5  
A reading from the Letter of St. James 
My brothers and sisters, show no partiality as you ad-
here to the faith in our glorious Lord Jesus Christ. For 
if a man with gold rings and fine clothes comes into 
your assembly, and a poor person in shabby clothes also 
comes in, and you pay attention to the one wearing the 
fine clothes and say, “Sit here, please, ” while you say to 
the poor one, “Stand there, ” or “Sit at my feet, ” have 
you not made distinctions among yourselves and be-
come judges with evil designs? Listen, my beloved broth-
ers and sisters. Did not God choose those who are poor 
in the world to be rich in faith and heirs of the king-
dom that he promised to those who love him? 
The word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God.  
 
 
 
 
 
Gospel Acclamation                    
R. Alleluia, alleluia. 
Jesus proclaimed the Gospel of the kingdom 
and cured every disease among the people.  
R. Alleluia, alleluia.  
 
Gospel                                              Mk 7:31-37  
The Lord be with you.   And with your spirit.  
A reading from the holy Gospel according to Mark 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
Again Jesus left the district of Tyre and went by way of 
Sidon to the Sea of Galilee, into the district of the De-
capolis. And people brought to him a deaf man who 
had a speech impediment and begged him to lay his 
hand on him. He took him off by himself away from 
the crowd. He put his finger into the man’s ears and, 
spitting, touched his tongue; then he looked up to heav-
en and groaned, and said to him, “Ephphatha!”— that is, 
“Be opened!” — And immediately the man’s ears were 
opened, his speech impediment was removed, and he 
spoke plainly. He ordered them not to tell anyone.  
But the more he ordered them not to, the more they 
proclaimed it. They were exceedingly astonished and 
they said, “He has done all things well. He makes the 
deaf hear and the mute speak.”  
The Gospel of the Lord.  
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ  
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Meetings & Happenings:  
 

Monday, September 6  
   Cleaning crew, 4 pm  
   Parish novena, 7 pm  
 

Tuesday, September 7  
   Men of action, 6:30 am  
   Eucharistic Adoration, 8 am—7 pm  
   Finance committee meeting, 5:30 pm  
   Youth group planning meeting, 6 pm  
   Men of action, 6:00 pm  
   Parish novena, 7 pm  
 

Wednesday, September 8  
   Formed study group, 10 am  
   Parish novena, 7 pm  
   Zoom formed study group, 8 pm  
 

Thursday, September 9  
   Women’s scripture sharing, 1 pm  
   Parish novena, 7 pm  
 

Sunday, September 12  
   Adult faith formation committee, 11:30 am  
   Evangelization committee, 11:30 am  
   Baptism Class, 3 pm  
   High school youth group, 6 pm  

Mass Intentions 
 

23rd Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Saturday, September 4 
  4:00 pm     Leonard & Jeannie Lonasco 
Sunday, September 5 
 8:00 am   All Parishioners  
  10:00 am   Regis Stallman  
  

Monday, September 6 - Weekday - No Mass 
Tuesday, September 7 - Weekday 
   7:30 am  Jerry Hall 
Wednesday, September 8 - The Nativity of the 
Blessed Virgin Mother 
   7:30 am   Tom Kilpatrick 
Thursday, September 9 - St. Peter Claver 
   12:15 pm   Marian Cahill Crawford 
Friday, September 10 - Weekday 
   7:00 am   Gary Mahoney 
 

24th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Saturday, September 11 
  4:00 pm     All Parishioners 
Sunday, September 12 
 8:00 am   Bob Guttropf  
  10:00 am   David & Susan Volz  

Family Movie Night - September 18 
Starts at 7:30 with show time at 8:00 pm. We will be 
outside, weather permitting. Bring blankets or lawn 
chairs. Popcorn and lemonade will be provided.  
Movie: The Adventures of Ociee Nash is a delightful 
and inspiring film you won’t soon forget! Although nine
-year-old Ociee loves roaming Mississippi’s 1898 rural 
landscape, her widower father (Keith Carradine) feels 
that Ociee lacks a role model to help her become a 
“young lady.” So, Ociee boards a train to North Caroli-
na, to be raised by her Aunt Mamie (Mare Winning-
ham). Although Ociee meets heroes like the Wright 
Brothers and the U.S. President, she ultimately proves 
that she, too, is capable of greatness in this heartwarm-
ing, rewarding film the whole family will enjoy.  

 
Bible Timeline Study 
Join us on Thursdays at 6 beginning on September 16 
and walk the Bible TimeLine: The Story of Salvation.  
This is a 24 session course which will be broken into 
three 8 week sessions. Participants will watch the 50 mi-
nute video on-line (or use the Parishes DVDs) individu-
ally.  We’ll then meet at 6:00 pm to 6:45 PM on Thurs-
day night at St. John XXIII for the discussion group. 
Use this link to see a Free Preview and order your mate-
rials.  https://ascensionpress.com/collections/the-bible-
timeline-the-story-of-salvation    
The first 8 week session will start on September 16 and 
will finish on November 11. If you have questions, 
please contact Joe Blanck (dbq227d2@dbqarch.org or 
319-360-7648). If you plan to attend, please email Joe 
Blanck at dbq227d2@dbqarch.org  

 
Fall Fundraising News 
We greatly appreciate any and ALL donations for our 
upcoming fall fundraiser auction. You can drop your 
donations off in the parish office from now thru Sep-
tember 18.  Whether you feel like showing your creative 
side and putting together an entire auction basket of 
items, making something homemade to donate, donat-
ing a service you provide (such as painting, cleaning, 
photography, etc), donating something you might have 
sitting around in a "gift drawer", or giving a monetary 
donation for us to do the shopping for you... whatever 
the case may be, we are very grateful for your generosity 
and support! If you would like to contribute to the silent 
auction but need some help with ideas, we have a small 
board in the entrance with ideas you are welcome to 
take, or you can shop our Amazon Wish List.  You can 
find the link to the Wish List, as well as all other infor-
mation regarding the fall fundraiser on our fundraising 
website auctria.com/auction/StJohnXXIII .   
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www.thebankhere.com

(319) 846-2300

BUTZ INSURANCE AGENCY
Auto • Home • Business • Farm

Life • Health-Medicare Products

Brian Butz - Agent, Parishioner

319-846-4515         Walford, IA

 
SUBS • SOUPS  

SALADS • DESSERTS
Lu’s Deli & Donutland

In NewBo District 
1010 3rd St SE • (319) 200- 2221 

LAURIE & SCOTT KONECNY (Owners & Parishioners)

Brian & Mike Sankot, Owners
Your Complete Automotive Care Center

Engines, Transmissions, 530 Williams Blvd.
AC & Computerized Repair Fairfax, Iowa
Front End Alignment, All Makes 846-2742

TOMASH FINANCIAL 
TONY TOMASH, Parishioner 

Financial Advisor, Tax Preparation

tony@tomashfinancial.com 
Phone 319-540-7270

Personalized Funerals  | Cremation Services
Prearrangement Plans

(319) 396-2616 | www.TeahenFuneralHome.com
Celebrate Life. Cherish Memories.

MEMORIALS
BY MICHEL

319-624-9090
 Toll Free 1-866-519-8726 

Mention ad to receive 20% discount 

HAVLIK’S AUTO SERVICE
Aaron Phillips 

(Owner, Parishioner)

1815 16th Ave SW

365-7257

Floral Pharmacy & Groceries
1843 Johnson Ave. NW, Cedar Rapids • 319.365.0477

Open 24 
Hours

INSECT CONTROL SPECIALISTS INC.
FAMILY OWNED AND 

OPERATED SINCE 1948

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL SERVICE
TERMITE & PEST CONTROL SERVICE

PEST CONTROL SUPPLIES 363-1676

TERMITE CONTROL

IOWA VALLEY 
MONUMENT CO.

Granite & Bronze Memorials

362-9911
2604 Williams Blvd. SW

Compliments of

Mark Brown Law Office
Defense Attorney

319-862-2519
www.attymarkbrown.com

319-390-3599 • www.fourguysauto.com
4705 Johnson Ave. NW • Cedar Rapids, IA 52405

Ed Faber, Parishioner
2310 Johnson Ave NW
319-200-GURU (4878)

Supporting and Serving the  
Catholic Community for 90 Years

CedarMemorial.com • 393-8000
 Cremation •  Funeral  • Cemetery

Nancy & Tony SchmidtNancy & Tony Schmidt 

319-846-2260  

Hwy 151 S. in Fairfax 

fairfaxgreenhouse.com

Contact Steve Swenson to place an ad today! 
sswenson@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x5815

Looking to Buy or to Sell Your Home 
Call Autum realtor®

(319) 640-1692
Autum@pinnaclerealtyia.com 
AutumGauley.PinnacleRealtyIA.com
Licensed in the State of Iowa

Online Women’s 
Boutique

FREE. SHIPPING. 
ALWAYS!

www.BetsyBoosBoutique.com


