
MASS TIMES 
Saturday at 4pm  
Sunday at 8am & 10am  
T-W at 7:30 am, Th at 12:15 pm 
Fri at 7am (@ Xavier when school  
     in session) 
     

STAFF 
Pastor: Father Richmond Dzekoe 
 DBQ227@dbqarch.org 
Deacon:  Stan Scheiding 
   DBQ227D@dbqarch.org 
   319-533-0425 
Deacon:  Joe Blanck 
   DBQ227D2@dbqarch.org 
Religious Ed: Amy Prewett 
  DBQ227REsec@dbqarch.org 
Secretary: Tracy Stocker  
  DBQ227sec@dbqarch.org 
Liturgy:  Ann Scheiding 
   saintjohnxxiiicr@gmail.com 
Ministries: Lorraine Blanck 
   DBQ227s1@dbqarch.org 
 

PARISH OFFICE 
8100 Roncalli Drive 
Cedar Rapids, IA 52404-9178 
Phone:  846-3139; Fax:  846-3159 
Like us on Facebook  
Twitter @John23Parish 
 

OFFICE HOURS 
Monday - Thursday, 8:00-4pm 
Friday, 8:00am-12:00pm 

OFFICE PHONE: 846-3139        WEBSITE:  stjohn23cr.org 
PRAYER CHAIN blessedjohnprayerchain@gmail.com or (319)846-3139 

December 26, 2021   St. John XXIII 

MISSION STATEMENT 
 

We, the parishioners of St. John XXIII, 
commit to be disciples of Jesus 

through prayer, Worship, study and service. 

NEW PARISH REGISTRATIONS 
Registration form can be found on the 
front page of parish website or contact 
parish office.  
 

 

RECONCILIATION 
Saturday, 2:30 pm, by appointment or 
before or after weekday Masses. 

BAPTISM  
Must attend  (2) Baptism Classes prior 
to scheduling Baptism.  Call parish 
office to register for classes. 

 
MARRIAGE 
Contact the pastor eight (8) months 
before your wedding. 
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From the Desk of Father Richmond 
 
My Beloved Parishioners: 
 
MERRY CHRISTMAS!  
With a joyful and grateful heart, I wish you a Merry 
Christmas and a Happy New Year! Despite the 
challenges of 2021, we have come thus far as a 
parish family by the grace of God and with your love 
and support. THANK YOU VERY MUCH!!! I am 
very grateful to God for the gift of you and your 
family to our Parish. Even though Christ is born, 
some challenges of life might prevent you from 
experiencing the joy of this Christmas. I would like 
to remind you that our Christ has come to make all 
things new so don’t lose hope. Do not let any 
difficulty you might be going through now take away 
your joy!  
 
Special Gratitude:  
For the past one and a half years that I have had the 
privilege and honor to serve you as your pastor, I 
have witnessed the great love you have for Christ 
and His Church. You have demonstrated this in the 
way you serve our Parish and one another. You are 
truly WONDERFUL and FAITHFUL people of 
God. Thank you very much for all the love and 
support you have and continue to give me. I am also 
extremely grateful to you for all the sacrifices you 
make to join us for Mass. Thank you for the love 
and generosity you show to parishioners who are 
going through difficulties. Thank you for the love 
you share with the needy in our city and children 
around the world who receive food through the 
Mary’s Meal Project, the families who have received 
joy and hope through the Angel Tree Project, and 
all you continue to do to spread the love of Christ in 
your daily lives. My special gratitude goes to our 
staff, volunteers, and all of you who serve on various 
committees here at our Parish. Thank you for 
making St. John XXIII such a spiritual home for all 
of us.   
 
Hope & Rejoice in Christ! Christmas is a new 
beginning! The birth of Christ is about restoration! 
The power of our God does not only lie in the fact 
that he created all things, but most importantly, that  

Your Shared Treasure 
For: December 11-12, 2021 
 
Adult Budget (111) ...............................................  $7,708.00 
Adult Budget EFT (77) ............................................ 2,694.33 
Offertory ....................................................................... 80.00 
Visitor ......................................................................... 640.00 
Total .............................................................. $11,122.33 
 

Extending the Dream ................................................. $65.00 
Extending the Dream EFT (34) ................................. 654.21 

Thank You For Your Support! 

he restores all things! So if you are feeling displaced in 
your life right now, imagine yourself as the newborn 
child in the manger and see this Christmas as a new 
birth for you. God has the power to restore your life 
and situations and make you begin your life anew! So 
be happy and let your words and actions adore him! 
Light the advent candle, sing the Christmas Carols, put 
on the Christmas tree and lights, enjoy the gift of the 
Holy Spirit, family, and friends, have a good dinner, 
kneel by the manger and adore HIM because God will 
make a way even where there seems to be no way. He 
works in ways we cannot see.  
 
My Christmas Wish is that “Santa” will bring each of 
us the Holy Spirit and help us deepen our friendship 
with Christ and with one another so that we will con-
tinue to turn our Parish into a community of friends of 
God! We prayerfully wish that, this year, we will help 
one another grow in holiness and deepen our devotion 
to Christ in the Blessed Sacrament! As we celebrate the 
Incarnation of our Lord Jesus Christ, may God fill your 
heart with Hope, Peace, and Joy! HAVE A MERRY 
CHRISTMAS AND HAPPY NEW YEAR! 
 
In prayer with you, 
Fr. Richmond 



January Parish Novena 
Saturday, January 1, 8:30 am & 3:30 pm  
Sunday, January 2, 7:30 am & 9:30 am 
Monday-Friday, January 3-7, 7:00 pm 
Saturday, January 8, 3:30 pm  
Sunday, January 9, 7:30 am & 9:30 am 
 
Please join in-person at the parish or Livestream.  
We will be praying a Novena of Thanksgiving 
praising God for the gift of a new year and asking 
for God’s blessings upon the year!  

 
Join us for the Second Session of the Bible 
Timeline.  
Join us on Thursdays at 6:00 beginning on January 
13th and walk the Bible TimeLine: The Story of 
Salvation Session 9 through Session 16.  If you 
missed these sessions in the past, please join us. 
Participants will watch the 50 minute video on-line 
(or use the Parishes DVDs) individually.  We’ll 
then meet at 6:00 pm to 6:45 PM on Thursday 
night at St. John XXIII for the discussion group. 
Use this link to see a Free Preview and order your 
materials.  https://ascensionpress.com/
collections/the-bible-timeline-the-story-of-salvation 
  
The second 8 week session will start on January 13 
and will finish on March 3rd.. If you have 
questions, please contact Joe Blanck 
(dbq227d2@dbqarch.org or 319-360-7648). If you 
plan to attend, please email Joe Blanck 
at dbq227d2@dbqarch.org 

 
Catholic Heart Workcamp 
We still have a few openings for our service trip to  
Cincinnati CHWC from July 17-22, 2022.  This is 
open to all high school students. Contact Tracy at 
the parish office for more information.  

 
Mark Your Calendars  
Do these cold winter days make you wish you were 
on the beach with some Church friends. Well, 
mark your calendars and you can be May 13-15, 
2022, Group camp spot has been reserved at Sugar 
Bottom Campground. Stay tuned for more details.  
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Volunteer Opportunities at the Parish  
Sponsor couples for marriage prep. Training and mate-
rials provided. 
 
Many of our cleaning crews could use extra hands. Day 
and night time spots available.  Once a month commit-
ment.  
 
We need families or individuals to work on a team to 
serve donuts after all Masses.  A sign up is sent out and 
you choose the dates you volunteer.  
 
Children’s liturgy leaders and helpers are needed. Chil-
dren’s liturgy is offered on the 2nd & 4th Sunday of 
each month during 10 am Mass.  
 
Mass Ministers: Lectors, Eucharistic Ministers, Ushers.   
 
Contact Tracy at the parish office for information on 
any of these ministries.  

 
KC Blood Drive & Pancake Breakfast 
The Knights will hold their annual Fairfax Community 
Blood Drive and Pancake Breakfast on Saturday, Janu-
ary 22 from 8 a.m.-1 p.m. at the Fairfax American Le-
gion. To schedule an appointment to donate, go 
to www.bloodcenterimpact.org and search for the Fair-
fax Community drive, email Rick Zettler 
at rickkzettler@gmail.com or call Rick at 319-551-9361. 
We look forward to seeing you there!  
 
Employment Opportunity  
LaSalle Catholic Schools food service department is 
currently looking for subs to help in our kitchens!  The 
hours are Monday through Friday 9:00AM - 1:00PM 
with some flexibility.  You would spend the day prepar-
ing and serving food to the students and some clean up 
afterwards.   If interested please Contact Ryan Geerts 
at 319-396-7792, or rgeerts@lasallecatholiccr.org, or 
stop by Lasalle Catholic Schools.  Thank you!  
 
Thank You!  
Catholic Daughters of the Americas Cedar Rapids 
Court #1768 extends a big THANK YOU to all for 
your support of our recent successful Christmas Cookie 
Drive-Thru, which resulted in raising funds for two  
local food pantries: Metro Catholic Outreach and St. 
Vincent de Paul.   

https://ascensionpress.com/collections/the-bible-timeline-the-story-of-salvation
https://ascensionpress.com/collections/the-bible-timeline-the-story-of-salvation
mailto:dbq227d2@dbqarch.org
mailto:dbq227d2@dbqarch.org
http://www.bloodcenterimpact.org/
mailto:rickkzettler@gmail.com
mailto:rgeerts@lasallecatholiccr.org
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Meetings & Happenings:  
 
Tuesday, December 28  
   Men of Action, 6:30 am & 6 pm  
   Eucharistic Adoration, 8 am - 7 pm  
   RCIA, 5:30 pm  
   Rosary & Benediction, 7 pm  
   (Zoom) Formed study group, 8 pm  
 
Wednesday, December 29 
   Cleaning crew, 9 am  
   Formed study group, 10 am  
 
Thursday, December 30  
   Women’s scripture sharing, 1 pm  
   Rosary, 7 pm  
 
Saturday, January 1  
   Parish Novena, 8:30 am & 3:30 pm  
 
Sunday, Janury 2  
   Parish Novena, 7:30 & 9:30 am  
   Baptism, 11 am  
   High school bible study, 6 pm  

Mass Intentions 
 

The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary & Joseph 
Saturday, December 25 
   9:00 am   Jim & Greg Rump (Christmas Mass)  
Sunday, December 26 
 8:00 am   Joseph Davis  
  10:00 am   All Parishioners  
  

Monday, December 27 - St. John - No Mass 
Tuesday, December 28 - The Holy Innocents 
   7:30 am    Joseph Vassallo 
Wednesday, December 29 - 5th Day w/in Octave 
   7:30 am   Myrna Ballard 
Thursday, December 30 - 6th Day w/in Octave  
   12:15 pm  Mike Scott   
Friday, December 31 - 7th Day w/in Octave  
   4:00 pm    Susan Volz & Lincoln Schulte 
 

Epiphany of the Lord 
Saturday, January 1  
   9:00 am   Veronica Henely (Solemnity of Mary)  
   4:00 pm   Bill Schoeben 
Sunday, January 2 
 8:00 am   Becker & Kahle families  
  10:00 am   All Parishioners  

 
 
 
 

Catholic Radio 
   KMMK 88.7 fm  
 
Metro Catholic Outreach  
   Utility/rent assistance, food bank.  
   319-739-5490  
 
LaSalle Catholic (K-8)         319-396-7792 
Xavier High School (9-12)   319-294-6635  

 

Do you desire the company of holy women?  
Plan on joining us for the 2022 Virtual Archdioce-
san Women’s Conference, Beauty in Christ: Holy 
Women of the Visitation, Saturday, January 29, 
8:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. We will gather here at the 
parish to experience all the great features of our an-
nual women’s conference: Archbishop Jackels, two 
national speakers, music, prayer, and worship! 
Speakers Emily Jaminet and Liz Kelly will focus on 
the beauty of the Visitation between Mary, Our 
Blessed Mother, and Elizabeth, as well as our visita-
tion as sisters in Christ! Watch upcoming bulletins 
for more details!  

 
Help Ship School Desks to Ghana 
Xavier High School has donated 350 desks to the 
Ghana Christian Family Foundation to be shipped 
to rural and deprived schools in Ghana. The Foun-
dation needs help paying for the shipping costs. If 
you are able to help, please contact Jackie Oliver 
at ghanacffoundation1@gmail.com or 563-513-
7574. 
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TOMASH TAX PREPARATION 
TONY TOMASH, Parishioner
Financial Advisor, Tax Preparation,  

Life Insurance, & Medicare Supplement 
tony@tomashfinancial.com

Phone 319-540-7270

 

www.thebankhere.com

(319) 846-2300

BUTZ INSURANCE AGENCY
Auto • Home • Business • Farm

Life • Health-Medicare Products

Brian Butz - Agent, Parishioner

319-846-4515         Walford, IA

 
SUBS • SOUPS  

SALADS • DESSERTS
Lu’s Deli & Donutland

In NewBo District 
1010 3rd St SE • (319) 200- 2221 

LAURIE & SCOTT KONECNY (Owners & Parishioners)

Brian & Mike Sankot, Owners
Your Complete Automotive Care Center

Engines, Transmissions,	 530 Williams Blvd.
AC & Computerized Repair	 Fairfax, Iowa
Front End Alignment, All Makes	 846-2742

Personalized Funerals  | Cremation Services
Prearrangement Plans

(319) 396-2616 | www.TeahenFuneralHome.com
Celebrate Life. Cherish Memories.

MEMORIALS
BY MICHEL

319-624-9090
	 Toll Free 1-866-519-8726 

Mention ad to receive 20% discount 

HAVLIK’S AUTO SERVICE
Aaron Phillips 

(Owner, Parishioner)

1815 16th Ave SW

365-7257

Floral Pharmacy & Groceries
1843 Johnson Ave. NW, Cedar Rapids • 319.365.0477

Open 24 
Hours

INSECT CONTROL SPECIALISTS INC.
FAMILY OWNED AND 

OPERATED SINCE 1948

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL SERVICE
TERMITE & PEST CONTROL SERVICE

PEST CONTROL SUPPLIES 363-1676

TERMITE CONTROL

IOWA VALLEY 
MONUMENT CO.

Granite & Bronze Memorials

362-9911
2604 Williams Blvd. SW

Compliments of

Mark Brown Law Office
Defense Attorney

319-862-2519
www.attymarkbrown.com

319-390-3599 • www.fourguysauto.com
4705 Johnson Ave. NW • Cedar Rapids, IA 52405

Ed Faber, Parishioner
2310 Johnson Ave NW
319-200-GURU (4878)

Supporting and Serving the  
Catholic Community for 90 Years

CedarMemorial.com • 393-8000
 Cremation •  Funeral  • Cemetery

Nancy & Tony SchmidtNancy & Tony Schmidt 

319-846-2260  

Hwy 151 S. in Fairfax 

fairfaxgreenhouse.com

Contact Steve Swenson to place 
an ad today! sswenson@4LPi.com 

or (800) 950-9952 x5815

Looking to Buy or to Sell Your Home 
Call Autum realtor®

(319) 640-1692
Autum@pinnaclerealtyia.com 
AutumGauley.PinnacleRealtyIA.com
Licensed in the State of Iowa

Online Women’s 
Boutique

FREE. SHIPPING. 
ALWAYS!

www.BetsyBoosBoutique.com

Skilled Nursing • Memory Care • Long Term Care

(319) 396-7171
200 Clive Dr. SW, Cedar Rapids, IA 52404

Jenna Gardner, Administrator
For All of Life’s Health Transitions

Independent, Assisted Living & Memory Care

319-382-5080


