
Mass Times 
Sat. @ 4 pm / Sun. @ 8 & 10 am  

M & W @ 7:30 am; Th @ 7 pm 

Fri. @ 12:15 pm  
 

PARISH OFFICE 

8100 Roncalli Drive 

Cedar Rapids, IA 52404-9178 

Phone: (319) 846-3139                

Website: stjohn23cr.org 

 

STAFF 

Pastor: Rev. Richmond Dzekoe (Ext. 103) 

 DBQ227@dbqarch.org 

Deacon: Stan Scheiding (Ext. 110) 

   DBQ227D@dbqarch.org 

   319-533-0425 

Deacon: Joe Blanck (Ext. 111)  

   DBQ227D2@dbqarch.org 

Business Manager: Ron Junge (Ext. 102) 

   DBQ227bm@dbqarch.org 

Secretary: Vicki Hergert (Ext. 101) 

  DBQ227sec@dbqarch.org 

Liturgy: Amy Prewett (Ext. 115) 

   DBQ227s2@dbqarch.org 

Ministries: Lorraine Blanck (Ext. 104) 

   DBQ227s1@dbqarch.org 

Religious Ed: Allison Wilhelm (Ext.112) 

  DBQ227REsec@dbqarch.org  

Youth Ministry: Sabrina Keiper (Ext. 113)  

DBQ227ym@dbqarch.org 

Music Ministry: Joanne Becker (Ext. 114) 

Mission Statement 

We, the parishioners of St. John XXIII, commit to be   

disciples of Jesus through prayer, worship, study & service. 

NEW PARISHIONER REGISTRATION 

The registration form can be found on 

the front page of our website or 

contact the parish office.  
 

RECONCILIATION 

Saturday, 2:30 pm or by appointment. 
 

PRAYER CHAIN  

blessedjohnprayerchain@gmail.com 

BAPTISM  

Must attend a baptism class prior to 

scheduling baptism. Call or email the 

parish office to register for classes: 

dbq227sec@dbqarch.org 
 

MARRIAGE 

Contact the pastor eight (8) months 

before your wedding. 

PARISH OFFICE HOURS: Mon. - Thurs. 8 am - 4 pm / Fri. 8 am - 2 pm 

   March 10, 2024    St. John XXIII   March 10, 2024    St. John XXIII 



2 Welcome to the Parish of St. John XXIII                                                   

My Beloved Parishioners:  

We all go through situations in our lives that make us 

cry out. Why me? Why this? Why this time? Why my 

family? We struggle with sin, and at times, the harder 

we try, the more we fail. Perhaps you have tried many 

Lenten practices like prayers, reading of scripture, fast-

ing, and almsgiving, but still, you struggle with sin.  

This could be very discouraging, and you might want 

to give up. We do not only struggle with sin. We also 

have disasters that befall our families. We see our 

loved ones suffering and seem helpless in finding    

solutions to their problems. We have illnesses and the 

death of loved ones. In the face of all this, we might 

wonder if life will ever get better. But our readings  

today answer that question. Yes, life will get better. So, 

don't give up. Keep going. Give God the benefit of the 

doubt and hold on to your faith. Your Lenten practices 

will not be in vain.  

 

 

 

 

 

SPECIAL GRATITUDE:  

From Archbishop Palmer-Buckle: My Archbishop from 

Ghana would like me to express his heartfelt gratitude 

for the great welcome and hospitality you gave him 

when he visited our Parish. He asked me to let you 

know he really enjoyed our Parish, and he encourages 

us to continue to make St. John XXIII the face of Christ 

for a world that is hurting and crying out for love.  

For Your Prayerful Attention and Involvement 

• Divine Mercy Chaplet: Please consider praying the 

Divine Mercy chaplet each day at 3 pm for an end 

to the wars and conflicts throughout the world. 

Please set the alarm for this on your phone, and 

let us implore God's mercy for the world.  

• Parish Retreat (Lenten Day of Recollection): Please 

save the date! Come join us on our Parish Day of 

Recollection on Friday, March 15th. The retreat will 

start with Mass at 7:30 am. The program includes a 

whole day of Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament, 

Stations of the Cross, Soup Supper, The Passion of 

The Christ (movie), Reflections, Group Discussion, 

and Benediction. Don't miss this time of 

grace! (Specific times are on page 4) 

• Additional Times for Sacrament of Reconcilia-

tion: One of the surest ways we receive Grace from 

God is through the Sacrament of Reconciliation. In 

addition to our regular times for confession on 

Saturdays, I will dedicate Mondays and Wednes-

days in March, from 7 - 9 pm, to listening to con-

fessions and celebrating the Sacrament with you. 

Please make time to stop by the Parish to cele-

brate the Sacrament.  

• Even More Opportunities for Confessions in Our 

Deanery: 

• St. Ludmila: March 16th at 10:30 am 

• St. Matthew: March 19th at 6 pm 

• St. Paul (Newhall): March 21st at 6:30 pm 

•   Confirmation Retreat (March 23rd). We will have a 

retreat with our Confirmation Candidates here at 

the Parish. Please keep the Candidates, their spon-

sors, and our team in your prayers.  

May all our Lenten practices help us find the strength 

to return to the arms of our Lord Jesus Christ. Have a 

blessed 4th Week of Lent! 

In prayer with you, 

Fr. Richmond 

March 2-3, 2024 

Adult Budget………………………………………………$6,098.00 

Adult Budget EFT ................................................. ..$2,822.50 

Offertory ....................................................................... $355.25 

Visitor ............................................................................... $40.00 

Total ......................................................................... $9,315.75 

Extending the Dream .................................................. $95.00 

Extending the Dream EFT....................................... $607.70 

Thank you for your generosity and support! 

From Father Richmond’s Desk 
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Holy Thursday Adoration  

The sign up for Holy Thursday Adoration will be in the 

gathering space on Friday, March 8th. Please sign up to 

spend 30 minutes or an hour with Jesus on Holy 

Thursday or Good Friday.  

Then Jesus came with them to a place called Geth-

semane, and he said to his disciples, “Sit here while I 

go over there and pray.”  Matthew 26:36 

Catholic Worker House Board of Directors 

St. John of the Cross Catholic Worker House in Cedar 

Rapids, is an emergency shelter for single homeless 

women, and women with children is in need of a few 

good women and men  to serve on the Board of Di-

rectors. St. John XXIII currently has one representative 

but we would appreciate having two representatives 

from each parish. Any skill will be appreciated, but the 

main requirement is a commitment to helping the 

homeless in our community.  

The Board meets ap-

proximately 10 times a 

year, on the second 

Thursday of each month at 5:30 pm. Please search 

your heart and contact the house director Larissa Ruf-

fin at (319) 202-0952, James Podgorski, Chairperson, 

(319) 573-6821 or Karen Volz, Vice Chairperson, (319) 

390-1821 for more information. 

Washing of the Feet Candidates Needed 

We are looking for 12 people to have their feet 

washed by Fr. Richmond at Holy Thursday Mass on  

March 28th, at 7 pm. The sign-up is on the Liturgy bul-

letin board in the NE corner of the parish gathering 

space. Reach out to Amy Prewett with questions, or to 

get signed up at dbq227S2@dbqarch.org. No one 

feels worthy to have this done, but we all are.   

"So if I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, 

you also should wash one another's feet. I have set 

you an example so that you should do as I have done 

for you. Truly, truly, I tell 

you, no servant is greater 

than his master, nor is a 

messenger greater than 

the one who sent him"  

John 13:14-16 

Celebrating the Sacrament of Baptism 

Congratulations to the new-

est baptized members of St. 

John XXIII, Poppy Kay Wag-

ner, daughter of Peyton & Kayla Wagner and Kipton 

Adam Nemec, son of Shawn & Shelby Nemec. We 

welcome you to our Parish family! May God bestow 

many blessings on you and your families as you grow 

as beloved children of God. 

Get the UCD App for the Parish Directory 

Our picture directory is available in 

digital form with the Universal 

Church Directory App, UCD. You can 

download the app on your phone to 

view the entire directory. You will 

receive an email with a Unique Iden-

tifier Code for each family to be able 

to access our parish directory. (Note, anyone who is in 

the app has given permission for their information to 

be included.) 

If you were not able to have your picture taken, or are  

new parishioners who joined after the directory was 

developed and would like to include your photo and/

or your contact information, you can submit a picture 

and it can be uploaded to the app. This can be updat-

ed and edited at anytime so keep that in mind if 

something changes with your contact information.  

Contact Vicki in the parish office if you did not receive 

your Unique Identifier Code email, or need to make 

changes at (319) 846-3139.  

My Fair Ladies Shoe Drive 

My Fair Ladies, a women’s group in Fairfax is collect-

ing gently used shoes;  women’s, men’s and children’s 

through the end of May. We will accept all types of 

shoes; sandals, athletic shoes, dress shoes, etc.  

The shoes will be distributed to those in need by 

Funds2orgs organization. Place your shoes in the bin 

located in the west end of the gathering space. Thank 

you in advance for your donation! 
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Theology on Tap  

All 21-39 year olds are invited to join us at Parlor City, 

1125 3rd St SE Cedar Rapids, on March 21st at 6 pm to 

hear from Geralyn Ward on “The Kingdom of God and 

Our Place in It.” First drink is on us! Check out face-

book.com/CRToT for more information.  

                         Kids Korner 

In the Community 

Catholic Daughters of America Cedar Rapids 

On Tuesday, March 12th, the Catholic Daughters of 

America Court of Cedar Rapids, #1768 will meet at St. 

Wenceslaus Church,  1224 5th St SE, CR. Doors open 

at 6 pm with refreshments, meeting begins at 6:15 pm. 

We will fill Comfort Bags with several toiletries to    

donate to local homeless shelters. Guests are always 

welcome. Contact persons are Erika, (319) 238-1798, 

or Stephanie, (319) 540-7193. 

Red Cross Smoke Alarm Volunteer Event 

The Red Cross will be working in the 

Taylor neighborhood in Cedar Rapids 

for their “Sound the Alarm” event. 

They will be installing 700 smoke 

alarms in 300 residences. We are ask-

ing for volunteers to be on our smoke alarm installa-

tion teams. You are welcome to volunteer as individu-

als or as teams of 3 - 4 people. 

This is a rewarding volunteer event and a great oppor-

tunity for community outreach. You can register at 

volunteerconnection.redcross.org, or contact Kara 

Kinder at kara.kinder@redcross.org with questions. 

From  the Archdiocese 

For Married Couples 

A Worldwide Marriage Encoun-

ter Weekend is like Springtime. 

It’s a weekend of fresh air, the 

rebirth of romance and new 

beginnings. If you’d like to make your marriage even 

more special that it already is, sign up now at 

wwme.org or call Greg & Denise at (563) 920-9419. 

Day of Recollection Schedule 

We look forward to seeing you this Friday, March 15th 

for the Day of Recollection. Attend all or part of the 

day, whatever your schedule allows.  

• 7:30 am -  Mass and Exposition of the Blessed  

Sacrament 

• 8 am - 5 pm, Adoration 

• 5 pm, Stations of the Cross 

• 5:45 pm, Soup Supper 

• 6:30 pm, Viewing of the movie: The Passion of   

The Christ 

• 8:40 pm, Reflection and small group discussions 

with Fr. Richmond 

• 9 pm, Benediction 

Weekly Stewardship Reflection  

All that we have and all that we are comes from the 

Lord. “We are truly his handiwork,” says St. Paul in the 

second reading, “created in Christ Jesus to lead a life 

of good deeds which God prepared for us in ad-

vance.” 
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MASS INTENTIONS  

Saturday, March 9 -  St. Frances of Rome, Religious 

 4 pm   Lynette Gusta, Lisa Conklin, Leslie Hagen 

Sunday, March 10 - Laetare Sunday 

 8 am    Tom Kilpatrick 

10 am   All Parishioners  

Monday, March 11 -  Lenten Weekday 

7:30 am  Veronica Henely 

Tuesday, March 12 -  Lenten Weekday 

 No Mass 

Wednesday, March 13 - Lenten Weekday 

7:30 am   Betty Hickenbottom 

Thursday, March 14 - Lenten Weekday 

 7 pm  Connie Donovan 

Friday, March 15 - Lenten Weekday 

12:15 pm  Dan Weaver 

Saturday, March 16 -  Lenten Weekday 

4 pm  Lois Buresh 

Sunday, March 17 - Fifth Sunday of Lent 

 8 am     All Parishioners 

 10 am   Regis Stallman 

READINGS FOR WEEK OF MARCH 10   

Sunday:  2 Chr 36:14-16, 19-23/Ps 137:1-2, 3, 4-5,         

6 (6ab)/Eph 2:4-10/Jn 3:14-21 

Monday:  Is 65:17-21/Ps 30:2 and 4, 5-6, 

11-12a and 13b/Jn 4:43-54  

Tuesday:  Ez 47:1-9, 12/Ps 46:2-3, 5-6, 8-9/Jn 5:1-16  

Wednesday:  Is 49:8-15/Ps 145:8-9, 13cd-14, 17-18/ 

Jn 5:17-30  

Thursday:  Ex 32:7-14/Ps 106:19-20, 21-22, 23/            

Jn 5:31-47  

Friday:  Wis 2:1a, 12-22/Ps 34:17-18, 19-20,                

21 and 23/Jn 7:1-2, 10, 25-30  

Saturday:  Jer 11:18-20/Ps 7:2-3, 9bc-10, 11-12/          

Jn 7:40-53  

Next Sunday:  Jer 31:31-34/Ps 51:3-4, 12-13, 14-15 

(12a)/Heb 5:7-9/Jn 12:20-33 

ST. JOHN XXIII WEEKLY PLANNER  

Monday, March 11 

10-11 am, Staff Prayer/Meeting 

4-5:30 pm, Cleaning Crew 

6 pm, Exodus 90 Group Meeting 

6:15-7:15, Social Concerns Meeting 

7-9 pm, Reconciliation 

Tuesday, March 12 

6:45 am & 6 pm, Men of Action 

8 am-7 pm, Eucharistic Adoration 

7-8 pm, Rosary & Benediction 

Wednesday, March 13 

10 am, Faith Study, Small Group 

6-7 pm, RCIA Meeting 

7-9 pm, Reconciliation 

Thursday, March 14 

1-2:30 pm, Women’s Scripture Sharing Group 

7 pm, Mass (Teaching) 

8 pm, Exposition, Rosary, & Benediction 

Friday, March 15 

7:30 am-9 pm, Lenten Day of Recollection  

Saturday, March 16 

2:30-3:30 pm, Reconciliation 

5:15-6:15 pm, Magnify 90 Group Meeting 

6:30-8:30 pm, Deacon Gathering 

Sunday, March 17 

6-8 pm, Youth Group 

MARCH - JUNE CALENDAR OF EVENTS  

Mar 8, 15, 22 -Stations of the Cross 

March 1 - 9, Novena 

March 15, Day of Recollection 

March 23, Confirmation Retreat 

April 1 - 9,  Novena 

April 13, Confirmation  

April 14, First Communion 

April 27, Trivia Night 

May 1-9, Novena 

May 10-18, Pentecost Novena 

June 1-9, Novena 

June 5-25, Carlos Acutus Eucharistic Miracles Exhibit 

June 16-21, Catholic Heart Workcamp 
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www.thebankhere.com

(319) 846-2300

 
SUBS • SOUPS  

SALADS • DESSERTS
Lu’s Deli & Donutland

In NewBo District 
1010 3rd St SE • (319) 200- 2221 

LAURIE & SCOTT KONECNY (Owners & Parishioners)

Brian & Mike Sankot, Owners
Your Complete Automotive Care Center

Engines, Transmissions,	 530 Williams Blvd.
AC & Computerized Repair	 Fairfax, Iowa
Front End Alignment, All Makes	 846-2742

MEMORIALS
BY MICHEL

319-624-9090
	 Toll Free 1-866-519-8726 

Mention ad to receive 20% discount 

Floral Pharmacy & Groceries
1843 Johnson Ave. NW, Cedar Rapids • 319.365.0477

INSECT CONTROL SPECIALISTS INC.
FAMILY OWNED AND 

OPERATED SINCE 1948

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL SERVICE
TERMITE & PEST CONTROL SERVICE

PEST CONTROL SUPPLIES 363-1676

TERMITE CONTROL

IOWA VALLEY 
MONUMENT CO.

Granite & Bronze Memorials

362-9911
2604 Williams Blvd. SW

Compliments of

Mark Brown Law Office
Defense Attorney

319-862-2519
www.attymarkbrown.com

319-390-3599 • www.fourguysauto.com
4705 Johnson Ave. NW • Cedar Rapids, IA 52405

Supporting and Serving the  
Catholic Community for 90 Years

CedarMemorial.com • 393-8000
 Cremation •  Funeral  • Cemetery

Independent, Assisted Living & Memory Care

319-382-5080

Celebrate Life. 
Cherish Memories.

Personalized Funerals  |  Cremation Services  |  Prearrangement Plans 

Cedar Rapids (319) 396-2616  |  Vinton (319) 472-2233  
www.TeahenFuneralHome.com

Jim Cox, DDS
Nick Westlund, DDS

(319) 396-0700            Accepting New Patients!
westdaledentalcr.com         4135 Wilson Ave. SW

 
 

TONY TOMASH, Parishioner
Financial Advisor

Tax Preparation Services • Enrolled Agent
tony@tomashfinancial.com • 319-640-5287

Advisory services provided through Wealthcare Advisory Partners LLC 
(“WCAP”) doing business as Tomash Financial. WCAP is a registered 

investment advisor with the U.S. Securities and Exchange Commission.

Ed Faber, Parishioner
3500 F Avenue NW

319-200-GURU (4878)

LET’S GROW YOUR BUSINESS
Place Your Ad Here  

and Support Our Parish!

CONTACT ME  Jim Byrne

jbyrne@4LPi.com • (800) 950-9952 x2596

62+ CAREFREE OWNERSHIP 
Anne @ 319-551-9889 

info@prairiegardenscooperative.com

319-846-8185         Fairfax
www.profplumbing.com

ROOFING, SIDING, GUTTERS, ETC
319-899-8000 • affordableproroofing.com

IF YOU LIVE ALONE
$1995

/mo.

As Low As

md-medalert.com

4 Ambulance/Police  
4 Family/Friends
4 GPS & Fall Alert

MDMedAlert!™

800.808.9294
CALL NOW!

BUTZ INSURANCE AGENCY
Auto • Home • Business • Farm

Life • Senior Health Insurance

Brian Butz - Agent, Parishioner

319-846-4515         Walford, IA

Iowa
CatholicMatch.com/IA

NOW REOPENED!

Catholic Gifts for All Occasions
319-200-4591 divinemercygiftscr.com

510 First Ave NW | Cedar Rapids
Located on the 1st Floor of the St Patrick Catholic Church Rectory

Black Hawk 
Memorial

Dan Freese: 319-551-7931 
Brenda McGurk: 319-551-7971

120 Walnut St W • Walford

© Knights of Columbus, 1 Columbus Plaza, New Haven, CT 06510

LIFE INSURANCE • DISABILITY INCOME INSURANCE • LONG-TERM CARE INSURANCE • RETIREMENT ANNUITIES

Walker J Bormann, CLTC, FIC 
Financial Advisor

563-219-5800 
walker.bormann@kofc.org


