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PASTORAL MINISTRY 

FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK 

For those of us of a certain age, Ascension 

was always followed by Thursday.  That was 

the day of the week in which it was formally 

celebrated.  And in fact, in much of the world 

and in parts of our own country it still is 

celebrated on a Thursday.   In our diocese 

and in all of the dioceses of Minnesota, North 

and South Dakota, it is now celebrated on the 

7

th

 Sunday of Easter.  There is a very practical reason why 

this happened.  As it has become more difficult for people 

to attend Mass on a weekday and the number of people 

attending has declined, it was decided to move it to a 

Sunday.  The Feast of the Ascension is an integral part of 

Christ’s Paschal Mystery, his death, resurrection, ascension 

and sending forth of the Holy Spirit.   Jesus reminded his 

first disciples that he had to return to the Father in order to 

send forth the gift of the Holy Spirit.  He returns to the 

Father to prepare a place for us and give us the Holy Spirit 

to continue his mission in the world.  So Jesus has not left us 

but comes to us now through the Holy Spirit.  So the Feast 

of the Ascension speaks to the mystery of Jesus as true God 

and true man.  It speaks to the mystery of our communion 

with the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit that is only 

possible because of Jesus.  How important, then, for us to 

celebrate this mystery when we gather as God’s people.  

Even though we are not able to gather physically yet, we 

know we are drawn together as members of Christ’s Body.  

He is with us, comforting us always with his compassion and 

love. 

 

We are beginning our process of opening our facilities for 

public Mass.  It is a process with many things expected of us 

to provide as safe an environment as possible.  We need to 

have not only the right supplies to keep our building 

sanitized but also volunteers to help us as we do so.  

Because of physical distancing and the number of people 

who can gather at one time, it will take some time to return 

to normal.  For the short term, we will begin with daily Mass 

for a limited number of people.  Then after a period of 

time, we will move to weekend liturgies, again with limited 

numbers.  We are still trying to work out all the details.  

When we have the exact details and what will be asked of 

parishioners, a letter will go out to all the parish. Please be 

patient with us as we move through all of this. 

 

This Monday, we also celebrate Memorial Day.  As we 

remember those men and women who have given of their 

lives for our freedom as a nation, we are reminded how 

powerfully sacrificial love truly is.  It changes us even 

though we may not know those who have sacrificed their 

lives.  We can say the same thing these days about those 

who are caring for the sick in our hospitals, nursing homes, 

assisted living places and elsewhere.  Their sacrificial love 

affects us in so many ways.  We are deeply grateful for 

those who have served their country and gave of their lives.  

We are thankful today for those who are on the front lines 

of caring for the sick and suffering. 

Let us Rejoice! 

Deep within today’s Gospel are four words 

that ought to give all Christians hope and 

comfort:  

“I pray for them.” 

 

These words are spoken by Jesus to his 

Father as he prepares to leave this world 

and return to his original state of being, one with his 

Father in heaven. How comforting to know that Jesus 

prays for us to God the Father! In light of how humanity 

let him down as we fell into sin over and over again, I 

find these words indicative of the incredible mercy God 

has for each and every person. His mercy is truly 

unending and his love unconditional. 

 

Ascension marks the 40

th

 day after Easter, although the 

Church now celebrates it no longer on Ascension 

Thursday, but on the following Sunday. And 10 days 

following Ascension, we gather to celebrate and 

remember the coming of the Holy Spirit on Pentecost.  

 

As we celebrate the Ascension of Jesus into heaven and 

the following week, Pentecost, we will bring to a close 

the Liturgical Season of Easter. In doing so we will 

remember once again the day that humanity received 

the Holy Spirit and the Church was born. We will 

together embrace the fullness of the Blessed Trinity as 

we now know God the Father, Jesus Christ his Son and 

the advocate that Jesus promised would be with us 

forever; the Holy Spirit. It is truly a time for celebration! 

 

I am sure that we can all agree this Lent and Easter 

season has been unusual, to say the least. Yet amidst 

the fear and uncertainty of a pandemic that none of us 

has ever before experienced, we recognized in new 

and very meaningful ways, how to live as Jesus taught; 

loving one another, giving of our time to others in ways 

new to our ordinary lives, reaching out to extended 

family and neighbors to be sure all had what they 

needed to endure the stay at home orders. We have 

learned patience, we have had new experiences of 

obedience for the good of all, we have prayed in new 

and varied ways. We perhaps have spent more quality 

time with family and experienced our personal domestic 

church as we celebrated Mass via live-streaming. For all 

of this we must be thankful. And though our Lent and 

Easter journey was different this year, we remain 

steadfast in our belief that God is with us.  

 

Let us take time this week to reflect personally and 

perhaps with family all that we are grateful for in our 

lives.  Let us pray with deep gratitude for God being 

with us, guiding us, protecting us and seeing us through 

a difficult time. Let us rejoice in all the goodness we 

experience as so many people share their God-given 

gifts to care for the sick and console the grieving.  

 

May God bless us all as we conclude our Easter journey 

and continue to share the Good News of the Risen 

Christ! 

 

        With gratitude and in hope, 

        Deb Rudolph 
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OFFICE HOURS 

  Parish Office Hours                       Monday – Friday  8:00 am-4:30 pm 

                       

     Faith Formation Office             Mon-Thur 8am-4pm,  Fri-10 am-1:30pm 

  St. Francis Xavier School Office         Monday-Friday 7:00 am - 4:00 pm                 

 

PARISH STAFF 

 Pastor, Fr. Tim Baltes….……….……...…..252-1363  Ext. 1101 (days),  

       Ext 1102 (night/weekend)    e-mail tbaltes@stfrancissartell.org 

Deacon, Stephen Pareja …………………..………..………. 761-2503 

Pastoral Minister/RCIA Coord., Deb Rudolph  ..…... .252-1363 x1103

           e-mail-drudolph@stfrancissartell.org 

Business Manager, Adam Vonderahe….…………..   252-1363 x1105    

                                             e-mail avonderahe@stfrancissartell.org 

Parish Secretary, Becky Dingmann.…………………. 252-1363 x1100    

            e-mail bdingmann@stfrancissartell.org        

Parish Office Assistant, Jane Rennie ………………  252-1363 x1106 

                                                  e-mail jrennie@stfrancissartell.org   

Liturgy Director, Mark Levandowski .……...…….…..  252-1363 x1110 

               e-mail mlevandowski@stfrancissartell.org 

Choral Director, Beth Plumski …….……………..………….  493-9551 

                         e-mail bplumski08@gmail.com 

 

SFX SCHOOL  PO Box 150,  308 2nd St N.,  Sartell, MN  56377 

Principal (Pre-K-Gr. 6), Bonnie Van Heel ….......……...…252-9940 x1302  

                                                               e-mail bvanheel@sfx61.org 

 

FAITH FORMATION Grades 1-10 

Confirmation-Gr. 6-10, Melissa Fox ………………... 252-8761x1411 

                e-mail youthmin@stfrancissartell.org 

FF Coordinator-Gr. 1-5,  Shelby Vaske ...…..……….  252-8761x1420 

              e-mail svaske@stfrancissartell.org 

FF Office Secretary, Margaret Stang ………..……….252-8761x1405

               e-mail sfxreled@sfxreled.com  

YOUTH MINISTRY  

Youth Minister, Melissa Fox ……….……………….. 252-8761x1411 

 

PARISH MINISTRY LEADERS  

 Parish Nurse, Karen Reinholz ….………...……...…………..260-6158 

Parish Nurse, Rosemary Weiser ..…………………………  259-5794 

Parish Nurse, Bev Wiehoff …………………………….…  492-0135 

Parish Nurse, Julie Kouba …………………………….701-721-5083 

Gathering in the Arts, Geri Blais  …………………………. 255-7009   

Parish Trustee, Mark Skaj …….……………………….….  253-0453 

Parish Trustee, Kathryn Kelly ………………………….….  333-6002 

Pastoral Council Chairperson, Bob Detloff. ……………….252-8185 

SFX School Site Council Chairperson, Tracy Schulte …...… 250-1011 

Faith Formation Board, Karen Atkinson  ……………...…... 251-6077 

Liturgy of the Word for Children, (K-3) Julie Jacobs  …...    291-2901 

 Social Justice Concerns Committee …….…...stfrancissjcc@gmail.com 

 Prayer Line Requests, Dorothy Frank …………………….  333-7427 

 

WEEKEND AND DAILY MASS SCHEDULE 

Weekend Mass ……..... Saturday 5:00 pm; Sunday 8:30 & 10:30am 

Monday—Word & Communion Service …….………………..

[[[[[[[[[[[[[[[[[8:00am         Tuesday—Thursday—

Mass……………….………………….8:00am 

Friday—Mass ………………...…………...............................9:00am 

Rosary is prayed 20 minutes prior to Mass beginning 

 

 

 

SACRAMENTS 

Reconciliation:  Saturday 4:00-4:30pm 

  

The next Baptismal course is cancelled until further notice. If you are 

expecting your first child or are new to the parish, please call the 

Parish Office to make arrangements to attend a class and/or to 

have your child baptized. A one week notice is requested.  

 

Marriage: Must be arranged a minimum of 6 months in advance. 

 

 

PARISH REGISTRATION 

If you are new to the area, please call the parish office to 

register as members. We are excited to have you join our  

parish family. 

 

REGULAR BULLETIN DEADLINE ……. Monday at 12:00 noon 

  When there is a holiday such as Thanksgiving/Christmas/ 

  Easter, please check with the parish office for deadline. 
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Preparing to Re-Open for Mass 

 

We as a parish staff are excited to let you know 

that we are busy making plans to welcome 

parishioners back home for Mass. Things will not be 

the same. There will be many changes to ensure 

everyone’s safety and to comply with all diocesan 

and government requirements. We will provide 

much more information soon!  

Help Wanted & Needed! As we plan for re-opening 

our parish we will need the assistance of volunteers 

to sanitize all pews and other surfaces immediately 

following each Mass. We are seeking adult and 

teen volunteers. If you can assist, please call the 

Parish Office at 252-1363 to offer your name, 

email and phone number. At this time we are simply 

compiling a list. A staff member will contact you for 

training and scheduling as we move closer to a 

regular weekend schedule of Masses.  

We will also need Eucharistic Ministers, Lectors, 

Ushers, and Greeters.  You will receive an e-mail 

through Ministry Scheduler asking if you would like 

to continue in your ministry during this time, please 

respond so we can keep you on the list. Those 

without e-mail can respond by calling the Parish 

Office at 252-1363. Thank you in advance for 

your assistance - we cannot wait to see your smiling 

faces!! Stay well!  



St. Francis Xavier Church                     5                                        Sartell, MN 

READINGS THIS WEEK 

MASS INTENTIONS 

STEWARDSHIP 

Monday, May 25, Memorial Day      

  8:00 am Holiday, No Mass      

Tuesday, May26, St. Philip Neri       �

     5:30 pm        † Amanda Stommes  

Wed., May 27, St. Augustine of Canterbury        

  8:00 am        † Daniel Lahr 

Thursday, May 28, Easter Weekday         

  8:00 am    † Jim Peyton  

Friday, May 29, St. Rita of Cascia              

    8:00 am      † Pat Goblisch 

Sat., May 30, Easter Weekday    

Sun., May 31, Pentecost Sunday                                       

 9:30 am           For the People 

 

All Masses Livestreamed. See website for details. 

Weekly Collection Budget    $  19,230.77 

05/17/2020 Collected         $    22,682.00�

Excess (Deficit)        $    3,451.23 

YTD Collection Budget      $  903,846.15 

YTD Collected        $  931,311.30 

Excess (Deficit)        $    27,465.15 

 

Long-term Debt Outstanding        $  135,000.00 

   

���������������	�
������	�
������
�������
����������

� � ������	��
���

	
�����	� �������	��
�������	��
������
���������

� � ������	�
����

���������� �������	��
�������	��
������
������

� � ����
����������������	���
���

	�
������� Acts 22:30; 23:6
�������	�
�����������
���

� � �
����������������	��
���

�������� �������	���
��������	�
�����
������
������

� � �����������	��
���

���
������ ����������������	��
������
�������	������

� � ��������������������	��
���

�
�������������	�
��������	���������
�����������

������������������������ ���	��
�����
��������	��
���

Please pray - * for Pope Francis, all Bishops, priests, 

deacons and religious * for legal protection for unborn 

children * for an end to covid19 * for a successful eye 

surgery * for favorable genetic testing for our family * for 

the leaders of our country and the world  * for respect for 

all human life * for son and family as grandson #2 is on 

the way within 6 weeks * for all pregnant women * for all 

those with Alzheimer's and their caregivers * for all those 

with long term illness * for a friend with multiple medical 

issues * for those mourning the loss of a loved one * for all 

who have fallen away from their church * for those going 

through cancer treatment  * for good health for families    

* for those dealing with depression * for all Parish Prayer 

Line requests.  

�What does a Steward look like? 

 

A steward looks like a person who… 

…responds to an emergency call in spite of 

 potential risk 

…is a health care provider caring for the sick 

…is a custodian who keeps hospitals and other 

 essential facilities clean and safe 

…is a farmer who raises the food we need 

…is a truck driver delivering basic needs and the 

 store employees who keep shelves filled 

…works at a food shelf and those preparing meals 

 for people in need 

…along with one’s family, provides live streaming 

 of the Mass  

…is a priest, a musician, a lector, and an acolyte 

 who help with the celebration of the Mass  

…is a teacher who prepares class work for students 

 in a distance-learning environment 

…is a parent who is working from home who is also 

 the “teacher” for their children 

…is a child who is trying to be helpful and 

 cooperative at home during the “stay at home” 

 order 

…is a person who checks on neighbors to make sure 

 they are all right. 

…is someone who is financially supporting the 

 church and charitable organizations  

 

Jesus taught, “Whatever you do to the least of my 

brothers, that you do unto me.” 

 

Joyce O’Driscoll 

Stewardship Committee Member 

      One in Christ Area Catholic Community 
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COMMUNITY & PARISH EVENTS 

BISHOP’S ANNUAL APPEAL 

We receive many prayer intentions from the 

diocesan faith community. All are carefully preserved 

and prayed over by Bishop Kettler, diocesan staff 

and the sisters at Saint Clare’s Monastery in Sauk 

Rapids. Please know that whether or not you are 

able to send a gift, your requests for prayer are 

welcome. 

Being Church 

 

“Truly I tell you, just as you did it for one of the least of 

these who are members of my family, you did it to me.” 

Matthew 25.40 

 

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

Are you or someone you know in need of assistance with 

picking up groceries or other necessary items? 

There are a number of volunteers from St. Francis Xavier 

willing to bring these items to you. They will call you, set up 

a time to stop by to get your list and your money, shop for 

you, then deliver items to your doorstep.  

Please call Deb Rudolph, Pastoral Associate at the Parish 

Office at 252-1363 with questions or assistance.  

Benton-Stearns COVID-19 hotline 

 

This hotline is available to answer any question 

residents may have- from questions about symptoms 

and testing, to questions about making a donation or 

what government services are available. 

 

 

 

More local information can be found at:          

https://co.stearns.mn.us/ 

Benton-Stearns hotline is staffed 8:30am-4:30pm 

Monday-Friday: 320-656-6625 or toll free at      

877-782-5683 The MN Department of Health also 

has a hotline which is staffed 7am-7pm, 7 days a 

week: 651-201-3920 or toll free 800-657-3903 

DID YOU KNOW?      Four priests of the 

Archdiocese of Washington completed a three-day, 

54-mile “Walk for the Poor” to remind those 

suffering from the impact of the coronavirus that 

they are not alone, that Jesus is with them. They set 

out early April 29 from the parking lot of St. 

Andrew Apostle Church in suburban Silver Spring, 

Maryland, on a pilgrimage to the National Shrine 

Grotto of Our Lady of Lourdes in Emmetsburg, 

Maryland. The priests had the support of over 400 

people across the country, who walked, ran, rode 

bikes and even did horseback riding for more than 

4,000 pledged miles in their neighborhoods and 

communities in the District of Columbia and 12 

states, teaming with family members and friends. 

The walk raised more than $153,000 in pledges 

from more than 1,000 donors for local and 

international charitable programs. (Catholic News 

Service) 
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GOSPEL MEDITATION 

SCHOOL CORNER 

7 Things Every High School Graduate Should Hear 

 

1.        Live with intention. College will be full of 

new opportunities. Think carefully about your 

priorities for your new start. 

2.        Make the right friends. There will be plenty 

of new people! Concentrate on the ones who 

motivate you to be a better person. 

3.        It's a big world! Look for new perspectives, 

new opportunities, and new ideas that push you to 

grow. 

4.        Find a mentor. Building relationships with 

people who have "been there, done that" can be a 

great help. 

5.        Give yourself away. You may not need to 

volunteer anymore, but you'll be surprised what 

you learn, how you grow, and who you meet when 

you serve. 

6.        Before you go, learn how to do your 

laundry, address an envelope, schedule a doctor's 

appointment, use public transportation, and cook 

basic meals (ramen doesn't count!). 

7.        Remember that God is in control. And that's 

a good thing! 

What does faith and religion do for us? Ultimately, they 

remind us of some truths we conveniently forget: we are 

created by a loving God, we have imperfections, we sin, 

we need to be forgiven, we have a mission and a 

purpose, it’s not just about us, and we hunger for the joy 

of salvation. These are human truths that are not 

dependent upon whether we like them. Ignoring them 

places us on the paths of comfort and satisfaction as we 

blindly pursue the busyness and superficiality of our 

empty lives. Instead of pursuing supernatural and lasting 

pleasure, we choose things that are easier and quicker to 

obtain: sex, drugs, travel, houses, cars, fame, popularity, 

self-achievement and satisfaction, physical enjoyment, 

and the like. 

 

We may also find ourselves falling victim to more 

negative responses to what life brings us: anger, envy, 

lust, pride, gluttony, greed, and apathy. Human hearts 

can become so hardened to the truth that violence 

becomes the response of first choice. Being a Christian is 

hard! Yet, as Pope Francis reminds us, the Church needs 

to be a field hospital that has to be prepared to provide 

people with the remedy they need. What we need is 

Jesus Christ. The Church, with all of the glory of the 

sacraments, exists to help make Christ present and real 

for us. Once we find Christ, we find joy. Joy is a matter 

of the heart that is beyond pleasure and happiness. It is 

not found in some earthly satisfaction, only in Christ. 

 

Once we accept that we are destined to be in Christ, then 

we will discover eternal life. Namely, “that they should 

know you, the only true God, and the one whom you sent, 

Jesus Christ.” It is easy to conveniently forget truth and 

pursue illusions immediately within our grasp, but at what 

price? A man celebrating 60 years of marriage 

remarked that it took so much effort and so many 

attempts to convince his wife that they were meant to be 

together. Even his friends told him he was foolish. He 

easily could have given up and pursued other interests. 

He chose to persevere and is so grateful that he made 

that choice because he now has a pearl of great price. 

Do we see a value in persevering in our faith regardless 

of the cost? If we don’t take the risk, we could lose more 

than we know. 
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Commercial • Industrial • Retail

Travis M. Notch, CPA
(320) 251-0286 • swcocpas.com

Gratitude Counseling LLC 
Helping families, individuals,  

and children heal.

320-316-3550 
www.gratitudecounseling.com

• Medical • Chiropractic  
• Physical Therapy

320-251-2600
100 South 2ND Street • Sartell, MN 56377

Sartell • 253-6822

Ellen C. Morris, D.D.S.
Emily Steil, D.D.S.

Family Dentistry
Sartell • 253-8241

St. Stephen Optical
formaly Index 53

306 Main Street East • St. Stephen, MN
Larry Rudolph, Optician     

Bus: 320-252-9380
Hours-M-Th 8am-5pm Fri 8am-4pm Sat 8am-Noon

Your Personalized
Floor Store & More!

www.HansenFlorringGallery.com
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“Good Neighbors You’ve Come to Trust”
Refuse, Recycling, Dumpsters, Roll-Offs
1-800-246-7630 • www.wcsanitation.com

Michael J. Schiff, D.D.S., Parishioner
Wisdom Teeth • Dental Implants • Extractions • Anesthesia

320-252-3611 | centrasotaoms.com

Family owned 
since 1954 

(320) 251-2833
www.redstransfer.com

320 251 5933 
mstrack@strackco.com 
strackco.com

715 15th Avenue NE • St Joseph, MN 56374  

Commercial & Investment Property
Mike Bobick, Senior Broker, CCIM/Parishioner
320-333-2692 • mikeb@granitecityproperties.com

THE HIGH FASHION 
LOOK IN EYEWEAR

Jerry Billig and 
BILLIG OPTICIANS        Tim Billig,Parishioner

20 N 9th  Ave. , St. Cloud, MN 
320-253-9920

www.insighteyecare.us

Dr. Anna Malikowski, O.D.  
Parishioner

(320) 253-0365
206 W. Division St. 

Waite Park, MN 56387

License #BC326161 • Licensed | Bonded | Insured
Because you want it DONE RIGHT

320-229-2855 • bdexteriors.com

Residential | Commercial

ELECTRIC MOTOR SERVICE
Baldor, Fasco & AO Smith Motors

Gates V-Belts & Pulleys
All Make Motors • Rewound & Repaired

2020 W. Division St. - St. Cloud 
251-8691

C4 Welding Inc. 
Sauk Rapids, MN 
320.253.2699 
www.c4weld.com

Critical Welding & Manufacturing

252-1358

Water Conditioning & Bottled Water 
We Service All Makes

2180 Troop Drive
(320) 258-3915

www.pineconevisioncenter.com

HEIM MILLING COMPANY 
32311 COUNTY ROAD 1 
ST. CLOUD, MN 56303
Feed Manufacturers and Distributors 
Phone 1-800-462-6488 / 320-251-7033

www.beelineyamaha.com 
(320) 363-1270 

8805 Ridgewood Ct.  St. Joseph

A Five 
Generation 
Company

ROOFING AND MECHANICAL CONTRACTORS 
Waite Park, MN • 320-251-8640 

www.mcdowallco.com

Call

• Wells • Pumps • Softeners • Lawn Sprinklers 
251-5090

 320-331-3000
 

1101 2nd St. So.

Suite 210

Sartell, MN 56377

ant entistr 
innovative• informative• individual 
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Specialists in Implant, Esthetic & Restorative Dentistry

Independent Insurance
Consultants

Tim Johannes    656-5828
Specializing in all of your  

Senior Health Insurance Needs

“You Deserve Experience”
Nick Novak, Parishioner | 320-249-2134
nicknovakhomes@gmail.com

 

NEW STEEL SALES & RECYLCING 
METAL ART SALES   

Family Owned & Operated
Celebrating 60 Years Serving Our Area 

648 NE Lincoln Ave., St. Cloud     www.midwayiron.com
Scrap 320/252-4002 Steel 320/258-3003

MIDWAY IRON & METAL INC.

(320)251-1423
www.kelmreuter.com

Mahowald.net

More Than Insurance

320.251.3751

THE LIQUOR SHOPPE ON 25TH
Serving the St. Cloud area since 1973

532 25th Ave. North • St. Cloud, MN 56303

320-251-5685   theliquorshoppe.com

Long Time Parishioner

IPPMC
NATIONALLY RECOGNIZED IN 

PAIN & SPORTS MEDICINE

RATED #1 IN 
PATIENT CARE
320-229-1500 

WWW.IPPMC.COM

Craig Hiltner 
Realtor

320-250-8880
CraigHiltner.com

www.williamsdingmann.com
320-251-1454

320-251-6421
www.friedrichsauto.com

7000 Saukview Dr. | St. Cloud, MN

(320) 251-7611

Steve Swenson to • sswenson@4LPi.com • (800) 950-9952 x5815


