
St. JoAN  ARC OF 

3122 South 74th Street 
Omaha, Nebraska 68124 
Phone (402) 393-2005 
Fax (402) 398-9438 
Website www.sjaomaha.org 
Email church@sjaomaha.org 

Catholic Church 

  AUGUST 9, 2020 
THE NINETEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

  

PARISH PERSONNEL 
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Senior Associate Pastors: 
   Rev. Greg Benkowski 
    Rectory 402-393-8918 
   Rev. Frank Baumert 
    Cell 402-677-1565    
  

Deacon Ron & Julie Ryan  
402-551-4330 
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School Principal: Kayleen Wallace 
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402-393-2314, ext 3 
Fax 402-393-4405 
  

Religious Education: Jennifer Muckey  
Email: jennifermuckey@gmail.com 
  

Athletic Director: Dylan & Beth Biros 
402-210-5407   
Email:  sjasports@yahoo.com 
  

Prayer Assistance Line 
Melinda Kenton 402-390-9470 
Kim Large   largekm@cox.net 
  

Holy Communion to Homebound 
Deacon Tim 402-731-7474 
  

Food for The Francis House  
Mary Kentch 402-593-8703 
  

Funerals:  Please call the Parish Office  
  

SACRAMENTS 
Baptism  
Contact Fr. Lorig 3 months prior to 
baptism at 402-509-3909  
Marriage 
Please call Fr. Lorig at least 9 months 
in advance for date and instruction 
information.  Always verify priest and  
church availability before reserving 
reception venue. 
Penance   
Saturdays, 4:00 - 4:50 pm. 
Anytime by appointment 

Not Going Back to Normal 
By Fr. Jeff Lorig, Pastor       

        I’ll be the first to admit, I was hoping things would be returning 
to normal by now.  While I’m very happy that businesses and church-
es opened up back in May, this pandemic doesn’t seem to be losing 
steam.  Whether this virus is just political, really that bad, or wheth-
er it’s fear that is making it worse, I don’t know.  What I do know is 
that those things are out of my control.  The only reality I can discern 
is that things won’t be returning back to normal anytime soon.  
    It is probably time to start planning for a new normal instead of 
thinking this is a temporary adjustment.  I like planning, but I was not 
planning for this.  One of my dominant strengths is what Gallup calls 
Futuristic.  People exceptionally talented in the Futuristic theme are 
inspired by the future and what could be.  Admittedly, though, I 
have been imagining a future without Covid or at least planning for 
it to be a slight annoyance like the flu.  I have to accept the fact 
that it’s a little bit more than a slight annoyance and actually creat-
ing a fundamental shift in how we operate as a church.  
     I’ve been captivated by a statement written by Carey Nieuwhof 
from his blog titled Why Going Back To “Normal” Church Seems So 
Compelling and Can Be So Dangerous.  He writes,  
 

“Going back to normal only works if: 
- normal was working before 
- normal still exists.” 
 

Based on the metrics I published in last week’s bulletin, I’m pretty sure normal 
wasn’t working before, and as I’ve written above, normal doesn’t exist any-
more.  
     I have a sense that God is lending us an opportunity not to abandon the  
mission he gave us (to reach and grow more disciples for Jesus Christ), but to 
think and act in radically new ways and methods as church to accomplish the 
mission. 
     Practically speaking there are some Covid items we need to address before 
we accelerate on the mission.  One is having a consistent plan for all Masses at 
both parishes.  As Fr. Baumert wisely says, people are not coming back to church       

              (continued on page 2) 
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Perpetual Eucharistic Adoration   

The Blessed Sacrament will be exposed daily from 8 am to 10 pm.   
 

Open Hours   

Sundays: 6pm, 11pm - call Rick, 402-599-3152 
Mondays: 1am, 7am - call Rachel, 402-658-8418 

Tuesdays: 12am, 6pm - call Rachel, 402-658-8418 
Wednesdays: 2am - call Rachel, 402-658-8418 

Thursdays, 2pm, call Rachel, 402-658-8418 
Fridays: 12am, 3am - call Rebecca, 402-991-4497 

Saturdays: 2pm, 10pm - call Deacon Tim, 402-731-7474 

Mass/Confession Times  
at St. Thomas More 

4804 Grover Street 
  
 

     Monday  -  Friday:  7:00 am 
  Tuesdays & Fridays:  8:15 am  
    (when school is in session)    
  
 

         Saturdays:  8:00 am & 5:00 pm 
  Sundays:  8:00 am & 10:30 am 
  

  Confessions on Saturdays  
  from 4:00-4:40pm  

Grand Re-Opening of 24/7 Perpetual Exposition  
Starting September 14th at St. Joan Of Arc 

 

I continue to learn about the great tradition of perpetual 
exposition at our parish.  Exposition is a wonderful 
blessing, but it also requires a tremendous amount of 
responsibility, which means clarifying and communi-
cating those responsibilities to those who participate.  
We have eight weeks to fill our open hours two deep - - 
meaning, we need two people each hour.  It’s too risky 
to have only one because, as you know, Jesus absolute-
ly cannot be left alone exposed, and if we miss our hour 
without finding a substitute, it could create some un-
necessary resentment towards adoration or our fellow 
parishioners.  Contact Rachel Burns to volunteer 402-658-8418.   

(continued from page1)       

because they don’t feel it is safe to come back to church.  What if 
we did our best to create and communicate a plan that helped  
people to know exactly what to expect when they came to Mass?  
The plan would include a consistent arrangement for the following:  
Servers, Lectors, and EMHCs, Communion Distribution, Music,  
Offertory Collection, Masks, and Sanitization.  We’ll also set a date 
for reevaluation.  
     I hope by the next bulletin (20th Sunday in Ordinary Time, August 
16th) to have a plan crafted and ready to publish after consulting 
with leaders from both parishes.  
     Let us continue to keep one another in prayer.  
 

      In Christ, 
                                          Fr. Jeff Lorig   

  

500 Confraternity   

  

August 9, 2020  -  Marvin Schulz 

Well Read Mom’s to Meet Today,  
August 9th, at SJA 

Well-Read Mom (WRW) is a way to 
reclaim time to read high-quality 
literature together and grow in 
friendship in the process. WRM 
groups read one book per month 
and meet to discuss once a month.  
Our year together includes great 
books, spiritual classics (during Advent & Lent), worthy 
reads, poetry, and selected essays from the Catholic 
and Western traditions.  
  

Book selections correspond to the themes of a wom-
an’s life.  So far, we have journeyed through the 
themes of daughter, mother, spouse, friend, worker, 
pilgrim, and contemplative.  This year we are excited to 
dive into the theme of “sister” with the help of excellent 
authors such as Rumer Godden, Sophocles, Jane Aus-
ten, and St. Teresa of Avila.   
 

Call Ruth Heer at 402-740-0004 or email her at 
ruthmheer@gmail.com.  Come to the organizational 
meeting on Sunday, August 9th at 2:00 pm at SJA. 
 

Annual membership is $43.95 which includes all the 
materials.  View this year’s booklist, register, and find 
out more at www.wellreadmom.com.  Flyers are on the 
table in the gathering area. 

Sept. 12, 2020 SausageFest  -  52nd Anniversary 
  

If you would like to help this event be successful, we are 
accepting donations or sponsorships for this event.  For 
example: 
    *$500 would help provide the Sausage 
    *$250 would help provide the Rotella Bread or  
 Kids Games 
     *$100 would help provide Pop or Water. 
  

Pleases contact Chad Spady @402-616-3749 if you 
would like to help donate or sponsor. 
  

You can also support by selling raffle  
tickets to friends & family and encourage 
them to come to the event.  Please stop 
by the Church and pick up your raffle tick-
ets and return envelope.  Mail the return 
envelope or drop it in the offertory basket.  
Tickets are $5 each, $25 for a book of 

tickets, $75 for 3 books of tickets.  
  

                       Three drawings of $1000 each! 

Interested in Joining the Legion of Mary? 
The Legion of Mary is the largest apostolic organization 
of lay people in the Catholic Church, with well over 3 
million active members in almost every country of the 
world.  It has been in the United States since 1931, has 
been approved by 6 popes, and was endorsed by the 
Second Vatican Council.  The main purpose of the  
Legion of Mary is to give glory to God through the  
sanctification of its members.  We do Spiritual works  
of mercy each week.   
 

If you are interested in joining the St. Thomas More Le-
gion of Mary or for more information, please call Connie 
Johnson at 402-339-8253 or email her at rjohn-
son294@cox.net.  We meet at 1pm on Wednesdays.   
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Mass Intentions 
Monday,       August 10, 2020                     Requested by 
  8:30 am       †   Ralph “Bud” Peitzmeier          (Godberson Family)
Tuesday,       August 11, 2020                        
  8:30 am           †    Joe Partusch                    (Betty Partusch) 
                            Our Lady of Perpetual  Help Novena after Mass 
Wednesday, August 12, 2020  
  8:30 am        †   Patrick Bystrek      (Kelly Skinner Madison)  
Thursday,      August 13, 2020    
  8:30 am        †    Arline Kwasniewski                 (Sandra Benkowski)  
Friday,           August 14, 2020 
  8:30 am       †    Marilyn Kreifels                     (John & Deb Kreifels) 
 
 

Saturday,      August 15, 2020  
        (Feast of the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary) 
  8:00 am        Mass at St. Thomas More  
  5:00 pm        †   Sally Farley    
  Fr. Frank Baumert 
Sunday,         August 16 , 2020   
  8:00 am              SJA Parishioners  
                         Fr. Greg Benkowski 
10:00 am           †   Judy Novak        (Rich Novak)                  
                         Fr. Jeff Lorig    

Please remember those who are sick in our parish, and those 
we have been asked to pray for:   Rose Romano, Jerry Hogya,  
Ken Renkenberger, Kasey Waring, Georgia Goltl,  Bill Dineen,  
Steve Hamill,  Maria Menjivar,  Bev Sladovnik,  Grace Fascianella,  
Sam Marchese, Roger Pedroza, Nadine Schmid, Andrew Ascherl, 
Maxine Kantor, Eileen Annin, Nadine Hansen, Bob Mercier, 
†William Johnston, †Phillip Baumberger 

 Weekly Stewardship Update  

  
  

    Last Week    Year-to-Date 
                 (August 2nd)                 (5 Weeks) 

  
  

Sunday & Mail Envelopes $   8,142.00  $    37,993.07 
Cash   $        322.00   $          1,291.00 
Maint & Repair  $             539.00   $           1,468.60 
  

Received  $        9,003.00  $              40,752.67 
Target   $        9,730.77  $         48,653.85 
  

Plus/(Minus)   $                     (727.77)  $      (7,901.18) 
  
  
  

  Thank you for your Generosity! 

Stations of the Cross Reopened on August 3rd 
at the Cloisters on the Platte 

23332 Fishery Road, Gretna, NE 
 

  Experience the 2,500 foot long walking tour  
  comprised  of 14 sculptures depicting Christ’s  
  trial through his burial.  A voluntary donation of  
  $10 gets the visitor a complimentary audio tour.  
 
 

   Visiting hours are Monday through Thursday  
9am-4pm; Friday and Saturday 9am-3pm.  For groups of 20 or 
more, please contact darlakoch@cloistersontheplatte.com.   
 
 
 

Precautions will be taken to implement social distancing and 
to sanitize audio equipment and indoor areas to prevent 
spreading Covid-19.  Plan to wear a mask for your shuttle ride 
and gift shop visit.  For more information, visit cloisterson-
theplatte.com. 

 

Birthday Wishes to 
Eleanor Foral  

whose 101st birthday is today! 
 

May you enjoy a day filled with love, joy,  
and wonderful memories.  

SJA Organizations Award $500 Scholarships  
  

Each of the following students received a $500 scholarship 
 for the 2020-2021 school year. 

  

           Ladies Guild   
 - Akon Anyoun to Mercy High School 
 - Karsyn Barrow to Duchesne Academy 
           Knights of Columbus 
 - Gabriella Saettele to Duchesne Academy 
 - Jacob Ryan to Creighton Prep  
           Men’s Club 
 - Annie Biros to Gross Catholic 
 - Lilly Rodriguez to Mercy High School  

 

Congratulations to these students and their families!   

St. Joan of Arc School Highlights 
 

I hope this message finds you and your family enjoying the last weeks of sum-
mer.  My message today is to let everyone know that, at this time, we are still 
planning to begin school on August 11th with everyone in attendance.  You 
have probably heard announcements from the surrounding public school sys-
tems regarding changes to their original plans.  This can be confusing to all 
and you may wonder why the Catholic schools are not doing the same?  
 

When the public school systems look at their schools, they look at both ele-
mentary and secondary schools.  The decisions made reflect what is best for 
their entire system.  As a Catholic school in the archdiocese, we are able to 
make decisions based on our own individual school.  Right now, unless we are 
told by the CDC or Governor Ricketts, or we feel it is not safe to open, we are 
going to start on August 11th.  We have the advantage of just looking at our 
school and making the best decision based on the guidelines we have been 
given.  Our small school size works to our benefit.   
 

We have worked hard this summer to get everything ready within the guide-
lines given to us.  The teachers and staff are getting their rooms ready and 
have been meeting with me on a regular basis.  They have reviewed countless 
professional development opportunities.  Parish volunteers  have worked hard 
to get the sanitizing, air system, and a thousand other items in check.  CHI has 
donated an extra supply of cloth masks for our students that will be distributed 
on the first day of school.  We are looking forward to safely starting our school 
year in person with all our SJA students and families.   
 

     Kayleen Wallace 
     Principal 

Helping Our Parish Excel 
Even though HOPE sales after Masses have been halted during Covid-19, we are 
selling HOPE gift cards by appointment.  If you would like to purchase any HOPE 
certificates, please contact Jean Nauss (402-391-1497) or Billie Pettid (402-397-
5689).  We are also resumed selling HOPE certificates at the school office. 
 

We have many different kinds of gift cards  
available.  Now is the time to stock up for school  
supplies, clothes, and food.  Now is the time to   
Help Our Parish Excel. 
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State Accredited    PreK-8th
Now enrolling (402)-393-2314

To Our Son & Brother 
Augustus E. Slavik 

We Love You and Miss You
Your Family

To  
Dr. Edward and Mary Slavik 
We Love You and Miss You

Your Family

Lutmer ConstruCtion
Rick Lutmer, Parishioner

Additions • Remodeling • Decks

402-657-2699

 

Aksarben Village

HAWKINS ROOFING
Commercial • Residential • Industrial • Churches 

“All Work Guaranteed” 
36 Years Experience • Omaha Based  

731-6322

We create Happiness by Inspiring your 
Lifestyle in your home and Enhancing 

business Environments. 
 Responsibly

90th & L • 592-7072

7805 W Center Road 
heafeyheafey.com • 402-391-3900

Joe Blankman
Phone: 306-7154 2501 South 32 Ave. 
Email: jlblankman@cox.net Omaha, NE 68105

2410 S. 73rd #203 | 402-397-3377
MyPediatricDentalSpecialists.com

FOOD SERVICE EQUIPMENT
DESIGNING - PLANNING
NEW & USED

TRIMARK HOCKENBERGS
14063 Cornhusker Rd., NEBRASKA 68138
(402) 339-8900
WATS: (800) 228-6102 • FAX: (402) 339-9232
The Schrack Family

Kelli (Olechoski) Rudman, MD

7205 W. Center Rd., Ste. 103 
(531) 355-6540

320 Mckenzie Ave., Ste. 202  
Council Bluffs

(712) 256-5272 
 

BoysTownENT.org

Auto * Home * Life

Greta Ritchie, Agent 
Proud Supporter Of Saint Joan Of Arc 

5413 S 72nd Street, Suite 112 
Omaha, NE 68127  

(402) 731-5050

85th & Center

50th & G

 Omaha Papillion-La Vista  

 8820 Arbor Street 9781 Giles Road 

402-827-8941 
www.5pointsbank.com

R & G Service Center, Inc.
Complete Auto & Light Truck Repair

Domestic and Imports
635 So. 75th St.

Omaha, NE 68114
391-1217

Mike Gordon Tom Morrissey
www.randgservicecenter.com

(402) 502-9224 
BethlehemHouseOmaha.org 

From your Friends at AmeriCAL, INC

Development Dinner
Mardi Gras – Let the good times roll! 

Feb 22nd, 2020  6pm @ SJA

Dinner, Live & Silent Auctions, Raffle, & more

Membership OPEN To The Public
79 Years And Counting 

Come See The Credit Union Difference
6707 Grover St. • Omaha, NE | 402-391-5838

Eye Consultants PC
Shane Havens, MD  
Thomas W. Hejkal, MD, PhD  
Joseph W Townley, MD 
Jordan Arens, OD 
Matt Schekirke, OD 
8141 West Center Road • Omaha, NE 68124 • 402-391-1100

Cataract, Retina and Glaucoma Care.

Contact Matthew Church to place an ad today! 
mchurch@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x5898


