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Our September 20th celebration will 

look differently due to COVID-19.   

Find out how you can still participate 

in the goodness we have in store! 
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CHRIST OUR LIGHT CATHOLIC PARISH QUARTERLY NEWSLETTER   

It is hard to believe that 5 months ago we 

closed our always-welcoming doors to the 

public. It most certainly was a 

very difficult decision to 

make, as the diocese had not 

yet mandated that churches 

close. However, that decision 

— along with all of the numer-

ous other decisions regarding 

our phased approach to reopening our par-

ish, were made with the health and safety 

of you, our parish family, as our number 

one priority. Your health and safety remain 

our number one priority today as we contin-

ue to implement and adjust precautionary 

measures as frequently as they are called 

for, in order to ensure that we are providing 

you with the safest worshipping environ-

ment that we can.   

 

With these precautions have come many 

changes to our worship environment, our 

liturgies and our ways of ministering to one 

another. Our current state of normal here 

at Christ Our Light is a bit different than it 

was prior to COVID-19, but we still remain 

warm and welcoming to all! 

 

Upon entering church, you will be warmly 

greeted! You will be asked to wear a mask 

that covers your nose and mouth while 

inside the building. We ask this to both 

help protect yourself as well as others in 

church. You will be asked to sign in your 

household for contact tracing documenta-

tion. The pencil that you are using to sign 

in with has been sanitized and placed 

there by an individual wearing gloves. You 

will likely hear a click as the minister who 

greeted you will be counting each person 

who enters the building to ensure that we 

do not have more than 50% of our maxi-

mum capacity inside. You will be ushered 

to a pew that adheres to current social 

distancing guidelines. On the way to your 

pew, you may notice tables with hand sani-

tizer placed upon them. Please feel free to 

use them. Due to the COVID-19 guidelines, 

the hymnals have been temporarily re-

moved. Even though there will not be any 

congregational singing, feel free to hum or 

sway to the beautiful music led by Mo Put-

nam, Director of Music & Liturgy, and the 

cantor(s). You will see that the area near 

the piano at both locations has a Plexiglas 

shield. At South, there is a Plexiglas shield 

in front of the cantors as well. At North, the 

cantors stand at a safe social distance 

from the congregation. Since the ushers 

will not be taking up the collection, baskets 

have been placed at the entrance and ex-

its of church for you to leave your contribu-

tion. You may notice that the ciboriums will 

be covered throughout the Eucharistic 

Prayer. Communion will be brought to you 

in your pew by Extraordinary Ministers 

(Eucharistic Ministers) who have sanitized 

their hands twice before distributing. Fr. 

Kevin will lead the assembly with “The 

Body of Christ” and as a group you will 

respond, “Amen” so that there is not face 

to face verbal communication upon receiv-

ing Communion. Bowing or using the Amer-

ican Sign Language sign for Amen before 

receiving Communion is respectful and 

encouraged. Ministers will dismiss you 

accordingly after Mass so as to maintain 

social distancing upon your exit. All surfac-

es throughout the pews will then be sani-

tized in preparation for the next Mass.  

 

The obligation to attend Mass on Sun-

day continues to be dispensed by Bishop 

Kettler; therefore, we strongly encourage 

those who feel sick or may be more at risk 

because of age or health conditions to not 

come to the church for Mass at this time. 

Our 5:00PM Mass on Saturday continues 

to be live-streamed and recorded so that 

you are able to worship with us albeit at a 

distance. 

 

Thank you for your patience and flexibil-

ity as we gather to worship with safety for  

one another in mind! 

Worshipping with Safety in Mind 

By Jenifer Rindels, Ministry Coordinator 

 

At Christ Our Light, we are taking precautions 

to assure the safest environment we can. 
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Why do we share a sign of peace 

during the Mass? 
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The sign of peace is a part of the 

Mass that takes place immediately 

after we offer the Lord’s Prayer. In-

spired by the Jesus’ words to his first 

followers, we stand together in a spirit 

of communion to pray as Jesus taught 

us: “Our Father who art in heaven…” 

In this prayer, we call for the coming of 

God’s kingdom in all its fullness and 

ask that God provides for our needs — 

“Give us, this day, our daily bread” — 

to forgive our sins and to bring us to 

the joy of heaven.  

 

It is almost natural, then, that the 

rite of peace would follow. As the cele-

brant prays that Christ’s peace will fill 

our hearts, our communities, the 

Church, and the whole world, we ex-

tend to those around us a sign of 

peace as a symbol of the communion 

that we experience now and will expe-

rience forever in the fullness of the 

reign of God.  

 

We are also reminded of Jesus’ 

teachings that if we are at prayer and 

remember that a brother or sister is 

holding something against us, then we 

are to go and seek reconciliation with 

them before we continue our prayer 

(Matthew 5:23). And so, the sign of 

peace also reminds us of the need to 

truly be in communion — united in love 

and peace — with God and one anoth-

er before we approach the altar to re-

ceive the Eucharist.  

 

So, the next time you’re at Mass and 

the time comes for the sign of peace, 

remember that this is a moment to 

celebrate the gift of Christ’s peace that 

each of us has received from God and 

to pass that peace along to those 

around us. We need this moment to 

practice, because this is also the same 

peace of Christ that we are instructed 

to carry out into the world at the end of 

Mass when the priest or deacon says, 

“Go, in peace, glorifying the Lord by 

your life.”  

Recently, my family and I took a socially-distanced day at Duluth. A highlight was 

when we were able to step into some rather cool water along the North Shore, and 

comb the beach in search of agates. It was a lovely little getaway,    

complete with my husband and 8-year-old, Davin, skipping stones into 

Lake Superior.  

 

    I enjoyed watching Davin in particular, as he would find just the right 

rock and give it a good throw. It was fun to see stones seemingly hop 

across surface of the water and create ripples in the process. The pride 

from my son as the rock would skip was undeniable. Now, what does 

skipping rocks have to do with ministry? Well, let me tell you…  

 

As a parish staff, we work together to 

best bring the message of Christ to each 

and everyone. The primary way we are pre-

senting this essential message is through 

the celebration of the Mass. I will say, we 

have learned a lot in this process to get 

‘The Word’ out amidst COVID-19. What 

started out as pre-recorded and edited 

Masses solely for remote worship has 

grown, transitioning into live-streamed Sun-

day services reaching out further than we 

could have imagined. In a sense, our Mass-

es online are like that of a skipping stone. 

 

It has been affirming to hear from so 

many people from all over the country – 

and here at home – recognizing these  

efforts. Listed below are quotes from some 

of the many heart-felt correspondences we 

have received here at Church through  

letters, cards, emails, and postings. 

 

 

“We are blessed as a faith community to be able to watch and listen to the 

much needed words of strength at this time in the world. Thanks again for the 

meaningful Mass each week online.”  – Sandy M. 

 

“I am not from your parish but you make me feel as I am a member.” – Beverly C. 

 

İMuchas Gracias! We appreciate your efforts, dedication and sacrifice  

while making it possible for us to participate in the Eucharist.”  – Adalberto V. 

 

“I just wanted to reach out and say thank you to you and your amazing staff …  

We … serve in the US Army and [are] currently stationed in Hawaii. When the 

whole pandemic started of course all of our services here stopped and [we 

were] recommended to watch your service online and I can’t tell you how 

much of blessing it has been for my whole family.”  – Matt R. 

 

 

The Eucharist is the source and summit of who we are as Catholics. As we contin-

ue to reopen our doors to celebrate in community, we are also grateful to be able to 

share this celebration of the Mass online as well. It is truly a blessing for us to utilize 

technology to reach out and share the Good News… and wow, that good news sure 

can travel. Talk about a ripple effect!  
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Creating A Ripple Effect 

 

by Jennifer Adams, Communications/Office Assistant  

©LPI 

 

 

We use the gift of technology to  

extend the reach  

of our parish Mass. 



In these uncertain times, one thing 

remains the same – we are going to do 

our best to bring to you a 

slightly different version of 

our annual Fall Fest. While 

some of our favorites will 

be missing this year, such 

as the pork chop dinner, 

kids games and bingo, we 

are doing our best to keep the spirit of 

Fall Fest alive! 

 

We plan to celebrate Mass outside on 

Sunday morning (details on timing 

soon!) and we hope to have live music 

and our raffle drawings at 1:00PM. 

 

An exciting change this year – we are 

moving the Silent Auction entirely 

online! Bidding will be available for 

several days prior to the event and win-

ners will be notified and have the op-

portunity to pay for and pick up their 

item on Sunday morning after Mass. 

More details regarding the silent auc-

tion will be available soon. 

 

We appreciate your support of this 

altered version of Fall Fest this year as it 

continues to be our largest single-day 

fundraiser for the parish! Please contact 

the office with any questions on donat-

ing items for the silent auction, getting 

more raffle tickets, or anything Fall Fest. 

This past week I read some interesting 

history about the establishment of one of 

our two church sites. St. Edward’s Church 

in Princeton had its corner-

stone dedicated in 1895 by 

Bishop Martin Marty, OSB. 

OSB stands of Order of St. 

Benedict, which means he 

was a Benedictine as well 

as bishop of the Diocese of 

St. Cloud. Bishop Marty was close to the 

Native Americans in this region, given the 

title “Black Robe Lean Chief” furthermore, 

according to the historian, he became 

known as The Apostle to the Dakotas.  

 

Stories build us. It seems like so long 

ago when the people who were originally 

established in this region built relation-

ships with the new-comers. And this one 

man, Bishop Martin Marty, lived as exam-

ple of building connections. He is part of 

our story at Christ Our Light.  

 

The ancestral stories we carry in our 

families build us as well. In the photo of 

this First Communicant with her grandpar-

ents below, we see pride, joy and connec-

tion. The girl’s family celebrates with her 

as she joins us all at the Lord’s table for 

the first time. She also brings her family 

story to our community. Her communion 

veil was worn by her mother and her 

mother’s mother at their First Holy Com-

munions. It’s an heirloom, a tradition, and 

a symbol of faith handed on through gen-

erations. Her family photos included par-

ents, siblings, godparents along with the 

group photo of her amidst her fellow first 

communicants. And the grandparents 

standing so proudly around her in this 

picture were at times the ones who 

brought her for her faith formation ses-

sions. They walk the faith journey with 

her. This young girl brings her story and 

her gifts to this faith community, and 

when we are at our best, her family and 

her church nurture her faith with prayer, 

instruction, example, love and support.   

 

Walk Together Children  

EXCERPT FROM FOLK POEM   

Walk together children, 

Don’t you get weary, 

Walk together children,  

Don’t you get weary. 

Oh, talk together children,  

Don’t you get weary, 

There’s a great camp meeting  

in the Promised Land 

  

Excerpt from: Children of Promise: African-American 

Literature and Art for Young People, p. 64 

The Importance of Grandparents 

by Wendy Rappé, Director of Faith Formation 

 

Fall Fest 2.0 

By Teresa Callison, 

Operations Coordinator 

 

Photo by Miranda Janssen 

Karissa Pierce celebrated her First Commun-

ion at Christ Our Light Catholic Parish on June 

14. She celebrated with her family including 

her grandparents, Gretchen and Doug Pierce. 

The Parish finances for this most recent church year were graciously 

received during this time of uncertainty in our world. A surplus of 

$66,619 in the general fund closed June 30, 2020, which will be held 

and available if needed, in general fund checking. The general fund budget for 

06/30/2020 was $1,012,400 and has been lowered to $940,000 for 06/30/2021. It 

is the hope that the offerings will remain at the current level, however knowing that 

many are experiencing struggles that may not allow that, at least in the near future. 

Net assets increased by $375,150 for One in the Light, by $7,440 for Cemetery, and 

decreased by $19,916 for Designated Funds. These figures along with the surplus 

amount, totals a positive net change in assets of $429,293. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Parish’s capital assets on 06/30/2020 were $1,760,984. $887,977 are funds 

in checking, savings, and secure investments; $687,156 are the land and Parish 

house; and $185,851. At 06/30/2020 $1,623,827 of the $2,021,615 pledges have 

been received. Along with the offerings, $137,157 have been added coming from   

raffle proceeds, fundraising events, and interest earnings. 

 

It has been said, yet is fitting to be said again….”God is good, all the time!” 

A Financial Snapshot... 

by Tammy Creasy, Finance Coordinator 

 



We keep talking about how crazy 

this year has been because things just 

continue being crazy. January 1, 2020, 

seems like years ago. I 

still recall how everyone 

around me had high 

hopes for what was per-

ceived to be a unique 

year, or “the” year. For 

whatever reason, people 

were excited about this year and had 

much ambition. My goodness, were we 

way off… or were we? This year is ex-

actly what many folks were expecting 

— something unique and something 

that had the potential to be a year of 

great significance. However, it’s un-

folding in a way that absolutely no one 

anticipated.  

 

Yes, this year has absolutely been 

challenging. There has been heart-

ache, stress, worries, and there is no 

denying the hardship we have en-

countered. I’ve noticed people focus 

on what they have lost and forget to 

think about what they have gained. 

Yet, I have also seen so many good 

things happening as a result of the 

trials we are facing. I’ve seen families 

growing closer and stronger, people 

finding a deeper hunger for justice 

than they’ve ever had, and long over-

due change happening to things we 

used to merely consider “normal.” 

Our hearts are being humbled which 

can lead us to a greater sense of 

gratitude, even for something as sim-

ple as being able to watch our Minne-

sota Twins play a game of baseball. 

The greatest thing I’ve seen this year, 

is that folks have learned to lean 

more on their faith. 

 

“Faith is the realization of what is 

hoped for and evidence of things not 

seen.” (Hebrews 11:1) This verse and 

the entirety of Hebrews 11 has been 

on my mind regarding the year of 

2020. It is by faith that we will move 

through the trials that come upon us. 

It takes effort and it’s not easy but we 

trust that a greater good will come 

through our perseverance; even if we 

cannot see it yet. If we don’t have 

faith, we won’t be willing to face re-

sistance. We’ll only run from it and in 

that, there is no growth.  

 

“Pray as though everything depend-

ed on God. Work as though every-

thing depended on you,” St. Augus-

tine is quoted. I encourage you to 

by Fr. Kevin Anderson, Pastor  

 

Located below is the official notice from Bishop Donald Kettler about the bank-

ruptcy of the St. Cloud Diocese (or as it is officially called: Reorganization of the Dio-

cese). As Pastors, we are asked to make known this information and 

to publicize the deadline for any survivors of clergy sexual abuse to 

come forward. May all survivors of abuse obtain the support and 

counsel they need to move forward.    

 

As part of that support and counsel, the Diocese is asking each parish 

to contribute $15,500.00 towards the cost of the settlement. Each 

parish, no matter the size, or history of where an abuse had taken 

place is asked to contribute the same amount.   

 

The total amount of the settlement (though not officially finalized) is $22.5 million 

which will be held in a trust to compensate survivors. That sum will come from Dioce-

san insurance policies, from the sale of Diocesan property/buildings and from contri-

butions by each parish. 

 

Obviously a parish contribution of this magnitude may seem more like an assess-

ment and it may irritate faithful givers from all corners of the Diocese, especially 

those who have been angered by clergy abuse and all in authority during those years.  

But this is an opportunity to give assistance to victims and help them receive the sup-

port and restitution they rightfully deserve. And more so, I hope that it will offer them 

closure and help them move forward in healing, as they recognize that all parishes of 

the St. Cloud Diocese stand in solidarity against any abuse and offer our cohesive 

compassion for them and our grieve with them.   

 

The contribution from each parish is due by December 31, 2020. Loans and          

payments plans are being extended to those parishes who are financially strapped.  

Currently, Christ Our Light 

Parish has the ability to pay 

this amount from our cash 

reserve. The Pastoral Coun-

cil, the Finance Development 

Team and I will continue to 

discern the best way to allo-

cate our contribution.  

 

If you have questions      

or concerns, please contact 

the Diocesan Chancery   

Office at 320-251-2340.  
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As we plan for our FIRE (Families In Reli-

gious Education) program this fall, we are pay-

ing attention to what our diocese, state, and 

school districts do in order to make our final 

decisions. We will survey those who have at-

tended FIRE to get a sense for what people 

would be comfortable doing. Share your input 

— we need to hear from you! Please continue 

to pray that the Holy Spirit protects and guides 

us all during this time. If you have any ques-

tions or concerns about FIRE, contact Wendy 

Rappé, Director of Faith Formation.   
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Deacon Mark & Mary Beth Barder want to 

help us LIVE THE WORD with this parish pod-

cast. Visit podbean.com today! 

 

Seeing 20/20 in 2020 

by Matt Kehrer, Coordinator of Youth Ministry & Confirmation 

 

make this year a year to become 

strong! I pray that you learn just how 

dependent we are on God’s grace 

and how that moves through every 

aspect of our life. I pray that you also 

find a passion and drive to hold fast 

to what’s most important in your life 

and work hard to make good things 

happen for others.  

 

My hope is that the wisdom you gain 

will serve you well in the future and 

when you look back, you’ll be grateful 

for what you learned. “The ability to 

learn is a gift… even if pain is the 

teacher,” quotes Inky Johnson. Have 

faith and may your faith inspire action!  
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As many of you know Christ Our Light hosted, “Juneteenth: 

Celebration of Solidarity” on June 19. It came about when a 

young woman from Princeton, Sydney Arens, approached 

the Trinity Lutheran church pastors and myself 

about creating an event to show support for the 

black population – especially in light of the deaths 

of George Floyd, Breonna Taylor and Ahmaud    

Arbery. Since Juneteenth is about commemorating 

the declaration of the emancipation of slaves in 

Texas, we thought it a fitting time to be educated 

about this holiday as well as come together in solidarity and sup-

port. July 4 is to Americans (mostly white) what Juneteenth is to 

the African American population. Even though President Lincoln 

said that slaves were free in 1863, the word did not get out to 

Texas until two-and-a-half years after that! Juneteenth started to 

be commemorated officially by various states in 1980. 

 

The event this year brought together about 180 community mem-

bers. It was a great afternoon to be educated by various speakers, 

share in prayer, hear a reflection by Pastor Mike Pancoast           

a n d 

basically 

be together in 

solidarity of basic 

respect and dignity for 

all. The group was then invit-

ed to march down Rum River Drive 

carrying posters and offering chants 

such as, “2-4-6-8, Stop the racism, stop the 

hate,” “Hey, Hey, Ho, Ho, Racism has got to 

go.” For many this was the first time they had partici-

pated in something like this and many who came shared 

positive comments about their involvement. It seemed that peo-

ple wanted to do ‘something’ and this was a way to act on their 

thoughts and live out their faith in a different kind of way.  

 

The event did not come without its hiccups. It garnered quite a 

bit of attention on Facebook and the Princeton Police Depart-

ment got their share of phone calls. Some were in favor of it, 

while others were wondering why it was being allowed to hap-

pen. Many were misinformed that it was a rally against the po-

lice, which it was not. However, being a prophetic voice means 

that you stand up to the fear and also the false narratives that 

are in the community. That is what, in the end, we decided to do, 

and we are so glad that we did. I know my comfort level was 

stretched. I am glad it was, as people of color experience discom-

fort and fear most days of their life. I can’t imagine feeling that all 

the time. My privilege means I do not have to worry like that.   

 

Since the death of George Floyd and the protests that followed 

in Minneapolis and across the United States, many of us have 

been getting more educated about racism. Many are waking up 

for the first time to the systemic racism that is found in so many 

of our foundational institutions. It is not easy to explore this part 

of our history, but the time is now ripe for it. It might mean we 

feel a bit down, perhaps disappointed in ourselves, however, this 

is where we need to spend some time in prayer and reflection. 

Our faith is about lament as much as it is about praise. Perhaps 

we need to share our laments about this.   

 

In the coming month Christ Our Light will be offering some 

small group sessions for you to join around the topic of Racism. 

We hope that you might consider being part of one. We will look 

to offer both in person as well as online groups. If the thought of 

this makes you feel a bit uncomfortable – join us! That might just 

be God nudging you to explore this topic. One thing I have 

learned in the midst of this latest round of protests is that as I 

work on being anti-racist, I am going to get it wrong. I will not al-

ways do the ‘right’ thing, but I am trying. So we ask questions, we 

listen and we keep open hearts to transform what needs to be 

transformed in each of us to bring about more compassion, mer-

cy and care in our communities.   

 

I invite you to explore some of the resources out there:   

MOVIES:  � “13

th

” - An amazing history regarding the living out 

of the 13

th

 Amendment 

 �  “Just Mercy” - An incredible look at those on Death 

Row and the injustices present 

 

BOOKS:  �  ““White Fragility:  Why it’s so hard for White People 

to talk about Racism” by Robin DiAngelo 

 � “I’m Still Here: Black Dignity in a World Made for 

Whiteness” by Austin Channing Brown 

 � “So You Want to Talk about Race” by Ijeoma Oluo 

YOUTUBE:  � “Uncomfortable Conversations with a Black Man” 

Suspended Priest 

By Fr. Kevin Anderson, Pastor 

Fr. Tony Marfori was Pastor at St. Pius X Parish, Zimmer-

man, from July 1993 to June 2007. St. Pius X merged with 

St. Edward Parish, Princeton, in 2010.   

 

In 2015, Bishop Donald Kettler removed Fr. Tony’s priestly 

faculties, meaning he could not function or present himself 

as a priest.  This means that he was still considered a priest, 

but lost his “license” to preform priestly duties.    

 

This removal stems from three allegations against him 

regarding sexual misconduct involving minors.  The incidenc-

es of these allegations occurred prior to Fr. Tony’s assign-

ment to St. Pius X Parish. They took place while he was part-

time instructor at Cathedral High School in St. Cloud in the 

late 1970s.  

 

Those allegations have been deemed credible and it is 

anticipated that these lawsuits will be resolved as part of 

the Diocese’s bankruptcy reorganization.  

 

As of July 31, 2020, Bishop Kettler announced that the 

Vatican has ratified the laicization of Fr. Tony. This means he 

is still considered a Catholic, but no longer a member of the 

clergy. That is, he cannot perform any of the actions of a 

priest nor identify himself as a priest. Laicization, however, 

does not nullify any past sacraments that Fr. Tony performed 

here or elsewhere prior to July 31, 2020.  Laicization focuses 

on what is allowed (or not allowed) going forward. All sacra-

ments (including marriages and baptisms) that Tony presid-

ed at, will always be recognized as legitimate and valid.   

 

Currently Tony is residing in his home country of the Philip-

pines. He does have family living in Minnesota and he is 

allowed to travel back and forth as needed. To contact Tony, 

send letters to the Chancery of the St. Cloud Diocese: Tony 

Marfori, c/o Chancery, 214 S 3

rd

 Ave., Box 1248, St. Cloud, 

MN 56302-1248. 

 

May we all continue to pray for all those affected by abuse 

of any kind, but especially for those affected by clergy sexual 

abuse and misconduct. Please contact me if you have any 

questions or concerns.  

 

 

AROUND THE TOPIC OF  RACISM... 

By Molly Weyrens, Pastoral Associate  

Juneteenth: 

Celebration of  

Solidarity 
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Contact us at 763-389-2115  |  or visit www.christourlightmn.org 

Our parish has invested in a sound system that can accommodate outdoor masses and other outdoor parish events.  

Usually we hire a sound person and their rig in order to have enough projection along with a mixer than accommodates a 

wireless microphone, a transmitter, and enough inputs for the ambo, cantors, choir and other musicians. 

This new system will be preprogrammed and mobile!  

Despite being outdoors, we will still require that masks be worn in a designated, fenced-in area at COL-North  

where these outdoor Masses will take place.     

Open air and nature will assist us in cultivating a peaceful and prayerful environment, and will help to  

alleviate some of the risks and fears of exposure to COVID-19.  

Our new system will be wheeled out on the parking lot facing the lawn that will have been sprayed with a natural insect 

repellent prior to Mass.      

Remember to keep each other safe and social distance. 

 

Mass times will remain the same for now (8:30 & 10:30am). 

A lawn chair, a little sunscreen, and perhaps sunglasses may help you to 

have a prayerful time. A few benches, folding chairs will be provided.  

Signing-in will still be required for contact tracing (if necessary). 

So, mark your calendars for one of our Sunday outdoor Masses, to be 

offered August 30 and September 6 at 8:30 and 10:30AM at COL-North! 

Moving the Celebration of Mass... Outside! 

By Maureen “Mo” Putnam, Director of Music & Liturgy 


