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We have exciting news regarding the
pending sale of the South Rectory!
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Be the Light

IN GIVING, WE RECEIVE
By Fr. Kevin Anderson, Pastor

“If you insist that you never have
enough, the world will heartily agree.”
That’s a line from a spiritual
book entitled Outrageous
Openness, by Tosha Silver.
It makes sense. The opposite is also true, that we all
have enough. Like the story
of a priest who preached to
his congregation with good news concerning their Capital Campaign. He said,
“We have the money to build! The trouble
is that it’s still in your pockets.”
With this publication of our parish
newsletter, we wish to inform you about
how and why financial giving is vital to
the life of a healthy parish. Basically, your
offerings help Christ Our Light to carry
out the second half of its mission statement: LIVE THE EUCHARIST.
Indeed, we have been blest as a parish
in that we have never been in financial
turmoil. Even during this current pandemic, we have been able to pay our
bills, help others financially and build up
our One in the Light fund toward a new
church. We are very fortunate.
Still there is a huge component of parish life that many of you have not taken
advantage of. That is, the biblical practice of “letting God bless you” through
tithing. Yes, it has been proven time and
time again… when you give back to God

10% of what you earn, you will NEVER
encounter a financial problem or woe.
This is steeped in scripture [Leviticus
27:32; Deuteronomy 14:22, 29; Numbers
18:26; Luke 6:38] and in the testimonies
of many church-goers. But generally Catholics have been the most resistant group
in trusting God with their finances. And I
don’t know why, for we trust God in so
many other aspects of our lives: in confessing our sins, in anointings at the time
of death and in rejoicing with new life or
new beginnings. My guess is that for centuries Catholic Churches have “gotten
away” with paying nuns and lay-workers a
pittance, so we don’t have the lavish history of our Protestant cousins to tithe. Instead Catholics viewed giving to a church
more like a “tip” than an act of faith.
Well, that can change. For I want each
of you to obtain the grace and blessings
of “in giving, we receive.” Our parish
proved it so, with the institutional tithing
we did this past fiscal year. Instead of
offering a second collection (known as
the Blue Bucket collection) once a month
towards needs in our community and
abroad, the Stewardship/Finance Development Team and Pastoral Council
chose to tithe as a parish. This means
that instead of second collections we
placed our trust in God and gave away
5% of our income each month. It worked!

The recipients received more money from
us than any other year and as I mentioned above, we have not faced financial
struggle, even during this COVID-time.
For households, the 5% mark is what
can be offered to the parish. The entire
break-down of 10% is: 5% to one’s parish, 4% to those other worthy charities
and 1% to the Diocesan requests we receive. Hence the total of 10%.
So here is your challenge, prayerfully
read all the articles in this newsletter.
Then on the weekend of November
14/15, 2020, be prepared to make your
financial pledge for 2021. This will be
done during Masses and for those not
able to attend, a mailing will be sent out
in following weeks.
We appreciate whatever you can give

IN GIVING, WE RECEIVE
Continued on page 3
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What is the difference
between tithing and
stewardship?
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Both tithing and stewardship are
part of a spiritual way of life that
calls us to use all of our resources
for the service of the Gospel. Everything we are and everything we
have comes from God. Offering
back to God what He has given us
is part of how we worship and give
thanks to God.
Tithing is the practice of giving
back 10 percent of what we earn. It
comes from the Old English word for
“ten.” The first Scriptural example of
tithing came from Abraham who
gave a tenth of his possessions to
the priest Melchizedek. He did so as
an act of thanksgiving to God.
Stewardship as a way of life calls
us to use well all that we have and
all that we are, placing all things in
service of others and God. Stewardship helps us see the good we can
accomplish by making God and our
spiritual life the most important
values in our life. Whatever we accumulate in this life stays here. We
can’t take it with us! Both tithing
and stewardship help us remember
that nothing is mine or even ours …
all belongs to God.
©LPI

Your Generosity Supports the Liturgy
By Maureen Putnam, Director of Music & Liturgy

I will begin by saying thank you, thank you, thank you! I will also confess, that although I am able to list the music purchases and note the
various musical experiences that are supported by our music ministry
budget, I struggle to put into words all that your generosity has accomplished. However, perhaps this lovely quote by Ralph Waldo Emerson
points us in the right direction:
“Music takes us out of the actual and whispers to us dim secrets that startle our
wonder as to who we are, and for what, whence, and whereto.”
I’m no Emerson, but I believe adding “whose we are” might make this beautiful
phrase even more complete. As noted in our own music philosophy statement: The
music of our liturgies attempts to bring people into the mystery of Christ. So again,
thank you for contributing to this worthy cause.

It is remarkable that despite the craziness of COVID-19, our parish
has made significant musical strides and purchases in 2020:
x Purchased a new portable sound system that is able to support our outdoor events.

x

x

x

x

x

This includes two Electro-Voice Powered Speakers, one Wireless Lavalier Microphone System, one Cardioid Dynamic Microphone, and one 16-channel Allen &
Heath MixWizard, along with the needed cables to cover long distances.
Hired professional musicians who have enhanced our liturgies with distinct music genres. For example, the Fall Fest blue grass band that featured fiddle, ukulele, guitars, upright bass, percussion and singers. Also, a contemporary band that
featured saxophone, flute, electric bass and percussion.
Just this past week, a single donor gave funds for the purchase of a third octave
handbell set. What a wonderful gift! With this new purchase, we will be able to
have more ringers and tap into the larger music library that exists for this larger
bell ensemble. I am very excited to see this instrumental ministry grow, especially
during this time when choral and congregational singing is limited. Please watch
the calendar because as soon as the bells and supplies arrive, we will start to
rehearse Saturday afternoons at 3:00PM. We need ringers! Please contact me at
320-339-0651 if you are interested in joining.
Purchased a subscription for a digital recording system, Soundtrap. This subscription is a fun online cross-platform that lets singers and instrumentalists create
music tracks in the safe environment of their own home. We are just getting started with this technology that will hopefully provide us with some choral experiences and keep our musicians engaged with their music ministry and one another.
Purchased flowers and plants for the altar. Although these are not musical, they
too add to the overall tone and experience of our liturgies, and we have received
single donations toward their purchase as well as contributions for the general
fund that is allocated to our liturgical budget.
Purchased liturgical books, and subscriptions for copyright and live-streaming
licenses with CCLI and OneLicense.net.

Lastly, I very much appreciate that you continue to support my position as your
Director of Liturgy and Music. I truly love being a part of this praying community and
committed staff.

New Parish Cemetery By Dennis Dehn, Director of Maintenance & Cemetery Groundskeeper
Our newest cemetery is now open! The Christ
Our Light Cemetery was dedicated on All Souls Day,
November 2. What a wonderful day to bless this
sacred final resting place! This new cemetery has
over 3,500 plots for full or cremation burials. As we
plan for the future, there is also room for a Columbarium (a structure designed to hold cremation urns).
In 1995, as the St. Edward’s Cemetery starting to fill up, 8.6
acres of land was purchased. The land is under the airport 2

flight path, non-buildable for homes, which would work well for
future use for a cemetery. In 2006, work on the land to prepare it for use as sacred ground. Today, with our new landscaping just beginning to grow, Christ Our Light Cemetery will
be a peaceful eternal resting place, a place for prayer, reflection, hope, and remembrance.
Thank you to the individuals and organizations for their generous contributions. A special thanks to all of the past and present
cemetery committee volunteers for their work and ministry.

Loving God and Loving Neighbor
By Molly Weyrens, Pastoral Associate

From your generosity our
parish has been able to
tithe and widen our circle of
living out the call to love God
and love neighbor! It has
been so humbling to see the
ways in which Christ Our Light has given
to others. Living the Eucharist is done in
many ways… one of which is to decide
that out of our blessings we can offer
support to others. Deciding to share
your treasure helps to deepen our relationship with others and truly live out
the Preferential Option for the Poor that
our Catholic faith calls us to practice.
By tithing our general offering this past
year, the following organizations have
collectively received $32,623.00: Act on
Alzheimer’s, Rum River Life Choices,
Great River Family Promise, Passing the
Bread, Princeton Pantry, Princeton Community Table, Faith in Action, SWAN,
Campaign for Human Development, Mission Sunday, Catholic Charities, Bishop’s
Annual Appeal as well as our own
Community Outreach Fund.
These agencies are doing great things
to put our funds to work: Act on Alzheimer's is providing education for businesses and groups on how they can be
more “dementia friendly.” Rum River Life
Choices continues to be on the front
lines of assistance for those who might
find themselves pregnant without the
proper support. Great River Family Promise helped to house those in need. They
have since had to close their doors because of COVID. Since they were the only
homeless shelter in Sherburne County
this presents huge concern. Passing the
Bread and Princeton Pantry continue to
offer food assistance. Princeton Pantry
has added a new ‘offering” that has
ready go food and some helpful personal
supplies for those who might be home-

less. SWAN (Stuff We All Need) continues to offer bags of toiletry items at
Passing the Bread every other month
and this year added offering the same
bags to those utilizing the Princeton
Pantry. Faith in Action connects with
people in the community who need help
with various chores at their home or
transportation to various appointments.
Regarding our ability to offer assistance to those who come to our door,
one story stands out of a single woman
with four kids. Three of the kids plus her
mother and her brother are sharing a
one bedroom apartment in a rental
home in Princeton. She has a full-time
job that she travels 35-miles to each
day. Her youngest son fell into a fire pit
and burned a portion of his forearms.
That meant that she had to quit her job
for a while to be able to take him to the
Twin Cities three times a week for treatment for his burns. Her mother is able
to help a bit at home, but then her
mother fell and broke her hip. She came
to us asking for some help with her utility bill. After hearing her story we also
offered some help with gas and groceries and were able to pay off the rest of
her bill so that she could put some more
money toward rent that was due… and
this is happening over and over again in
so many places.
Because of your generosity, we were
able to ease her burden a bit. She was
so appreciative. She was so sincere and
was trying so hard to make things go
well for her family. I think of her often
and wonder how the months have been
since we helped. Another great thing is
to be able to hold these people in prayer.
So thank you... Thank you for showing
compassion and for being the hands
and feet of Christ.

TITHING CHARTS

The biblical tithe model of 10%, with
5% of household income set aside for
the parish, 1% for the diocese and 4%
for various charities. The charts below
will help navigate the financial decision as you make a pledge to the general fund for 2020. For convenience,
the charts include various income
levels along with monthly and annual
contribution amounts at the giving
levels of 4%, 5% and 6%.

ANNUAL GIVING AMOUNTS

MONTHLY GIVING AMOUNTS

IN GIVING, WE RECEIVE Continued from the Cover
and we realize that some households are
struggling. But I encourage you to sit
down with your calculator and with your
paycheck, or Social Security check, and
determine what 10% looks like. Next examine what you are currently giving and
also examine how much stress you are
experiencing with finances. They often go
hand-in-hand.
Then do what active participants have
been doing for years… decide to become

better. Resolve to trust that God has
blessings waiting for you. And do it. Make
a pledge to commit yourself to tithe, or at
a minimum, increase your current giving
towards a tithing goal. Then trust. I guarantee good things will happen with you,
for you and in you.
Instead of saying, “Lord, I don’t know
how I am going to do this,” say, “Lord, I
can’t wait to see how you do this.”
3

During this season of thankfulness, Christ Our Light Catholic Parish
asks you to show gratitude for our
parish through your giving. Together,
we are on the journey to Love God.
Live the Eucharist.

Investing in the Youth of Christ Our Light
By Matt Kehrer, Coordinator of Youth Ministry & Confirmation
Youth Ministry at Christ Our Light continues to flourish. One of the key contributing
factors to that is that our parish provides an operating
budget for it. We don’t have
to raise a dollar to spend a
dollar, which allows us to
focus on formation and evangelization. Of course, we are
very frugal with how the youth ministry
budget operates. Pizza is a “once in a
while” thing because that eats a budget
real quick (no pun intended.) However, the
fact that our parish is able to financially
support our youth ministry is incredibly
freeing and I want to say thank you!
The generosity of the parish allows us to
give every sixth grade student their very
own bible, which is studied at nearly every

single faith formation lesson. In previous
years, families paid for their own Bible
when they enrolled in Confirmation their
junior year. We also provide our Youth
Leadership team with their own budget to
manage. Because of this, they are given a
greater confidence to see past limits and
it paves a way for their outreach to go
significantly further. The generosity of the
parish allows us to cover materials needed for events in ministry such as youth
group, senior sessions, our baccalaureate
celebration, and we don’t have to make
students pay for a Bible because you have
so kindly provided that for them. We can
provide scholarships for a student to participate in a bigger event. How amazing is
it that we will never have to say “sorry, you
can’t afford this and we can’t help you.”

One in the Light Update
By Teresa Callison, Operations Coordinator

I’m sure you have heard the story of the tortoise and the hare with the old adage, “slow and steady wins the race”. I have two comments to that… 1) slow and
steady does give great, sustainable results and 2) it takes true dedication to stick with anything for an extended period of time. This
definitely applies to our One in the Light Capital Campaign. I am so
proud to see how many of our parishioners stepped up and stuck
with this vision with the goal to fully complete our process of becoming one. And while this slow and steady pace has helped us achieve
some exciting things like purchasing the land for our future home
and revising what our initial thoughts on that space look like, we have quite a
ways to go, and I hope sharing some information will help kick things up a notch.
I am excited to report we have accepted an offer on the South House
(Zimmerman Rectory) and we expect to close on that property in mid-November.
The North and South church buildings are also on the market at revised prices
approved by the Diocese and we continue to seek interested buyers, whether that
be another congregation or a developer looking to be creative with the space.
As November is brought to a close, we also close out the first phase of our One
in the Light Capital Campaign. Clearly, at the start of this campaign, we never
dreamed we’d be ending it in the middle of a pandemic. And we understand that
this may have your family’s finances in a different place than they were three years
ago. We ask that you again take time to prayerfully consider your finances and the
role you can play in helping Christ Our Light achieve its building project goal.
At the end of October, those households that pledged back in 2017 received a
letter requesting consideration to add an additional year onto their pledge. The
letter included original pledge amounts and what a one year extension amount
would look like. If you received this letter, please feel free to reach out with
questions and return the bottom portion of the letter with your response.
For those that did not participate in the original pledge process, you received an
email with a survey for you to participate in. The survey asks questions regarding
our One in the Light Capital Campaign process and from your answers, we will gain
valuable insight that will help guide us as we move forward with our next steps.
It is our hope that with our exciting news regarding the South House and an
opportunity to extend or even begin contributing to the One in the Light Capital
Campaign, that collectively we give the hare a run for its money, or at least find
some turbo jet boosters for our tortoise.
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We are also able to cover expenses for
adults to chaperone the Castaway retreat.
I’m so grateful for that. I think it’s the
least we can do to say thank-you to those
who give so much of their time and take
vacation from work because they care
about our young people and the well-being
of their relationship with Christ!
Something new this year, we no longer
charge a sacramental fee for students
participating in our Confirmation program
or our First Communion program. We have
found ways to make an effective program
rather inexpensive and we are incredibly
blessed that this can be given to our students by the parish. We hope that this can
be a theological statement for our parishioners. God gives His grace freely to those
who are faithful! We now freely provide a
formal education program for our young
Catholics to better understand the incredible ways that God’s grace is poured out
through these sacraments.
The greatest blessing is when we can
put youth in an environment that is extremely conducive to encountering God.
Our youth are responsible for the costs of
retreats, conferences, and mission trips.
They do fundraise extensively; last year we
raised about $15,000. If that had to be
allocated elsewhere, our youth wouldn’t be
able to experience things like the National
Catholic Youth Conference. Why is that
important? Something has to give our
heart permission to let God in. Through
faith formation, we strive to deliver eloquent lessons loaded with truth and sound
doctrine while having excellent small
group leaders provide encouragement, yet
it’s easy to keep your heart closed for that
hour. It’s different when you’re contemplating life’s biggest questions on an island in the Boundary Waters with no cell
service. It’s different when you’re having
the time of your life on a road trip to a
place like Rocky Mountain National Park
with a bunch of Catholic friends. It’s different when you walk into a massive stadium
with tens of thousands of teenagers roaring and singing praise to God. The sheer
magnitude of NCYC leaves students
awestruck and when they watch thousands of students jump out of their seats
to go down to the floor and kneel before
the Blessed Sacrament, they find the courage to run towards Jesus too. These
events are where hearts open the most
and where we see the greatest transformation happen within our youth ministry.
The youth who are thoroughly involved
walk into the next chapter of life as devoted Catholics who want to love our God
genuinely and live their faith authentically!
Thank you for making this possible for our

FROM NOW ON...

By Jenny Adams, Coordinator of Communications & Office
I love listening to music in the car.
There’s something enjoyable about
singing along to a familiar tune, regardless of
how well you can sing it.
Lately, my boys and I
have been playing the
soundtrack from the
movie The Greatest
Showman, which has us singing along
on our way to school.
It was no accident that this particular soundtrack resurfaced on my
playlist – I had brought it back out
shortly after Fr. Kevin offered a great
take on the Gospel message for a
homily, tying-in a popular song from
The Greatest Showman entitled, “From
Now On.” (If you didn’t catch it or need
a reminder, you can still view the September 20, 2020 homily through our
YouTube channel, christourlightmn.)
I find myself still thinking about that
homily. Fr. Kevin compared how in the
movie, the most unlikely characters
are included and even become stars
of the circus to that of God’s love and
mercy for all, even to those we may
think would be undeserving… including that of ourselves! It reminds us
how all of us are welcome.
In the area of Technology, Christ Our
Light is always trying to extend that
sense of welcome and develop ways
for people to engage into a life of faith
and the life of the Church.

Masses Online

For those who wish to celebrate the
Mass with us remotely, the weekend
Mass is livestreamed through our parish YouTube channel every Saturday
starting at 4:58pm. The Mass is also
uploaded to view on our parish website, parish app, and via Facebook.

Parish Website and App

Our website is designed to be a place
to welcome and invite seekers to learn
more about our vibrant parish community and ultimately Jesus Christ. We
offer our parish app to engage and
connect with parishioners on the go.

Social Media

Please like and follow Christ Our Light
online! Connection and content are
posted on social media channels for

the parish. We especially highlight our
presence on Facebook, YouTube, Instagram, Twitter, and Pinterest.

Daily Readings &
Reflection Podcast

Deacon Mark and Mary Beth Barder
share the readings of the day, along
with a short reflection to our podcast
channel. These insightful recordings
are under 10-minutes long and add
context and perspective to scripture.

Digital Faith Formation
Programming

FIRE (Families In Religious Education)
is Christ Our Light’s whole-community
catechesis program for all ages. This
year, a lot of our FIRE programming is
facilitated online. Plan to join us each
first Wednesday of the month as we
celebrate and livestream a Mass in a
Home (through YouTube) while inviting
participants and viewers alike to participate in facilitated discussion. Additionally, there is a presentation for
adults by Fr. Kevin and Molly posted
each second Wednesday. Even if you
are not enrolled in our FIRE program,
you are more than welcome to engage
in these sessions.

Additional Opportunities
to Learn and Grow

Christ Our Light offers various ways to
engage in faith and faith-related topics
with online events such as: Theology
On Tech (Facebook Live), our Fall Bible
Study (Zoom), and Racial BridgeBuilding Series (Zoom). Watch for invitations to participate in these opportunities and more as they arise!
Please know that we appreciate your
ongoing support of the parish and parish ministries. We are grateful for the
ability to reach out to so many through
the gift of technology.
From now on as we strive to be a
Church that is known for being welcoming, to truly be a welcoming faith community, we rely on our community as a
whole to help include and invite others
to share the good news.

Advent, Christmas
Plans in Process

The Christ Our Light staff is currently
in the midst of planning the Advent/
Christmas liturgies in an effort to keep
them prayerful while being mindful of
health and safety. As plans are finalized,
they will be communicated promptly via
our website, social media, email, etc.
We appreciate your patience!

Festival Report

By Tammy Creasy,
Finance Coordinator
Thank you to all who made Fall
Fest 2020 a success! From those
who joined us for Mass, purchased
raffle tickets or bid on silent auction items - your support helped us
exceed our budgeted expectation,
even during this time of pandemic.
Fall Fest Donations
(Individual/business, produce
wagon, coffee, donuts, juice, case
of water ....................... +$1,875.71
50/50 Raffle ................. +$180.50
Silent Auction ............. $17,008.85
Online auction site .......... -$250.00
Silent Auction NET ... +$16,758.85
Sunday Raffle ticket sales (with
4,727 sold) ................. $23,635.00
Prize payouts ............... -$2,500.00
Printing, mailing .......... -$1,041.12
Sunday Raffle NET ... +$20,093.88
Golden Harvest Raffle ticket sales
(with 553 sold) ........... $27,650.00
Prize payouts ............. -$16,000.00
Printing ............................. -$577.17
Golden Harvest NET . + $11,072.83
Expenses (Music, donuts, juice,
etc) ............................... -$1,285.89
NET Fall Fest Profit ..... $48,695.88

We Live a Faith that Gets Out There
By Wendy Rappé, Director of Faith Formation
The families of Christ Our Light are diverse in ways we may not recognize. And
they are serving in their families, church and neighborhoods in countless ways as
well. In this chapter of life we
may describe as the 2020
pandemic, COVID-19 era, or
when-things-fell-apart-andwe-grew-together (or you might have your
own description that may or may not be
printable), we have families that have taken the stance that they need their faith
more than ever. More than ever, Christ
Our Light is here for all of you, in a variety
of ways.
Nearly 200 families are enrolled in our
faith formation program called Families In
Religious Education. They have had to
navigate through the uncertainty of their
children’s education system but still they
value their connection to their Catholic
faith. The formation staff has worked hard
to listen to the variety of their concerns as
we program in diverse styles to meet
needs, all along with full parish financial

support. COL is committed to go to wherever they are (virtually, in person, blended), and cover the expense for families’
faith development.
Here’s a few snapshots. The family that
is asked if they would take a pen pal in the
local nursing home to draw pictures, send
cheery notes, and simply befriend said,
“Sure!” “We’d like 6 pen pals.” The family
(new parishioners) who have a deaf son
whom they feel could be better served
here in his preparation for Communion
because they know we celebrate a deaf
mass once a month. The child who lives in
a bi-lingual home tells proudly her story
about her birth and baptism in Chile. The
family that still wants to participate in faith
formation even as they go to Florida for
the next 5 months to live on a boat, at the
same time the mother organizes a COL
outreach remotely. These blessed families
enrich us as a church.
As church, we live a faith that gets out
there! The investment in COL families multiplies and ripples beyond our imagination.

Contact us at 763-389-2115 | or visit www.christourlightmn.org

We teach the Gospel and the Catholic tradition, including Catholic social teaching.
Our formation touches upon many different aspects of life, from the family to global development, from spirituality to preparing for sacraments, from how we think of
those who are poor and discriminated
against, to how we care for the environment. We care for each other, protecting,
building for a future, which is always in
God’s loving hands.

,16,'(7+,6,668(!!!
Loving God and Loving Neighbor
In Giving, We Receive
Do You Tithe? Check Our Tithing Charts
From Now On: Extending our Sense of
Welcome through Technology
Your Generosity Supports the Liturgy
Investing in our Youth
Capital Campaign Update

