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Find out about upcoming dates on the 

Church calendar and how you and 

your family can participate. 
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CHRIST OUR LIGHT CATHOLIC PARISH QUARTERLY NEWSLETTER   

“We do!” was the response given by parishioners back in 2015 when Listening 

Sessions were held at our parish. To refresh your memory, and to inform new pa-

rishioners, when we merged into one parish in 2010, Bishop John Kinney asked 

(ordered?) us to create a plan for creating one worship site within 6 years.  

 

   So we did that with the help of Diocesan Planning Directors, Pas-

toral Council members, Transition Team members, Staff and of 

course the input of many parishioners. It was quite the undertaking 

involving many Listening Sessions (which all parishioners were in-

vited to attend), numerous meetings, hours of research, countless 

bulletin covers/letters, many good natured conversations and lively 

interactions by all.  

In the end, it was determined that because both the North building and South 

building needed many updates and renovations costing nearly $3.4 million dollars 

(2015 rates), that same money would be better served applied to one new church 

building. (A list of needed renovations is on page 2.) This new church would be cen-

trally located, easily accessed and able to meet the expected growth in our area. 

 

From the generous offerings to our ONE IN THE LIGHT CAPITAL CAMPAIGN, we 

were able to purchase land, secure the necessary permits, develop architecture 

plans, build up a savings account and continue our plan to confirm our oneness. 

The next phase will involve creating a road (access) onto the new land.  

 

As I looked back on the notes from those earlier Listening Sessions, I am re-

minded of the dreams that many of you (us) have for the new building. All of these 

ideas will continue to drive us forward as we look to meet the needs of current 

parishioners and for those in the future. Those ideas include:  

�� A large gathering area/entrance                     

�� A senior living facility  

�� A parochial school                   

�� Remain a vibrant parish with sound financials (debt free)     

�� Create a building that could be used 24/7 and has a community feel   

�� Create a building that is open, inviting and welcoming to all 

 

Thank you again for trusting the Holy Spirit working through the leadership of 

the Diocese and of our parish. Good things continue to emerge as we have 

merged into a unified family of faith. 

New Church? Who Needs One?  

By Fr. Kevin Anderson, Pastor 

Ray Jones (age 94, member since 1957): 

“I want a new church just 

like the bulk (of people) want 

it. I’ve been in so many 

churches in my life. The trin-

kets are not the most im-

portant. Just to be together 

is the important part.”  

 

Emily Ehnes (with Lance, Kate & Brayden):  

“It just would be good to be at 

one place, not Princeton or 

Zimmerman. More centrality, a 

place that we all can call home 

and don’t have to remember if 

we are going to North or South. 

The site is gorgeous and 

would make a great place for a church.”  

 

Tyler Roehl (with Sara, Charlotte, Emmett & Archer):  

“We are excited for the op-

portunities that the new 

church and land will hold for 

our family. It's exciting to 

think about the new facilities 

and services that could be 

added in the future. Most of 

all, we look forward to a unified building for 

everyone to call ‘my church.’” 

 

Kari Vogel (with Collin, Carli & Tristan):  

I chose to contribute monthly 

to the Christ Our Light “One 

in the Light” Campaign be-

cause this church is like my 

home… I’ve raised my chil-

dren here, struggled here, 

found joy & support here, 

and continue to connect with the Lord here. I 

feel that the move to one space will give us all 

greater connection and will allow us to grow as 

“one family” in “one house.”  

 

 

 

 

 



They say that good things come to 

those who wait… and we at Christ Our 

Light have been waiting 

quite a while for some good 

news regarding the One in 

the Light Building Project! 

The building project got a 

great boost as we closed 

the sale of the South House 

(Zimmerman Rectory) in early December. 

Building Project Updates 

By Teresa Callison, Operations Coordinator 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

RENOVATE SOUTH CAMPUS 

$1,900,000 (2015 estimates)  

�� New elevator  

�� ADA compliant entrance  

�� Remodel lower level bathrooms  

�� Replace existing kitchen 

�� Reconfigure dining space in lower level  

��Mechanical upgrades in basement 

�� Add 2,300 finished sq. ft. to lower level 

�� Site work for expanded parking lot  

�� Add 2,600 sq. ft. of gathering space 

 

RENOVATE NORTH CAMPUS 

$1,500,000 (2015 estimates) 

�� Add 2,000 sq. ft. of classroom/nursery 

space in lower level 

�� Add 400 sq. ft. of gathering space  

�� General interior remodeling  

�� Enclose East stairwell 

The proceeds of this sale were added to 

the One in the Light Building Fund. 

 

In light of the current situation with 

COVID-19 and the unknowns that come 

during a pandemic, the Capital Cam-

paign Committee decided to pause on 

pursuing another phase of the campaign 

at this time. Instead, we have asked the 

pledgers from the first phase if they 

would consider continuing to make pay-

ments to the building fund and extend-

ing their pledge for another year. Our 

hope is that as we navigate our new nor-

mal in the next year, we will have more 

information to move forward with the 

next phase of the capital campaign. If 

you have not contributed to the building 

fund yet and would like to do so, please 

contact the office for details. A Capital 

Campaign envelope is also enclosed. 

 

The church buildings at both the North 

and South Campuses remain listed for 

sale with Ken Meinke and Maggie Mell 

of Edina Realty Commercial. With their 

guidance and the approval of the St. 

Cloud Diocese, we have recently low-

ered the listing price at both sites. The 

North site is listed at $1,399,000 and 

the South site is listed at $750,000. We 

have already had interest from multiple 

parties since lowering the prices, so it 

seems we are now better in line with the 

current market. We hope to have more 

exciting news for you in the near future! 

Needed Renovation Costs 

from Cover Article: 

CHRIST OUR LIGHT BOOK REVIEW: 

“I Heard God Laugh” by Matthew Kelly 

By Deacon Mark Barder 

The first question of this book encap-

sulates the movement of 

reflection we will focus on 

during our journey of read-

ing, reflecting and praying 

through our discussion. “IS 

YOUR LIFE unfolding the 

way you thought it would?” 

 

It’s a simple yet profound question 

posed to reflect on and one that many of 

us probably have thought about during 

these past 12 months of disruption with 

the pandemic. And to move that even 

further, what has contributed to the 

thoughts, decisions, motivations, spiritu-

al practices, etc, that you have devel-

oped throughout your life?  

 

Are you deeply intentional about re-

flecting on your life? Or are you just mov-

ing through your life – day by day, mo-

ment to moment – only seeing good and 

success when comfort surrounds you? 

 

Over the course of my life, I have had 

to reflect on these questions as I faced 

life’s moments that have brought out 

the greatest laughter and the greatest 

pain or even the most bland feelings. 

But in the end, it has always made me 

more aware and present to the hand of 

God guiding me towards a better place.  

 

So if you want to take a dive into 

some of those questions, read the book. 

I think it will be a springboard for you to 

enter Lent and life a little more deeply.  
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Pope Francis declared the third 

Sunday in Ordinary Time as 

“Sunday of the Word of God,” 

with an invitation to deepen our 

witness to God’s Word. What 

ways does Christ Our Light offer 

to help us to do this? 
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Great question! There are many, many 

resources available for engaging in 

God’s Word for everyone, and Christ 

Our Light highlights several resources: 

 

�� Attend Weekend Mass                      

(in person or online): 

The Word of God proclaimed at Mass 

tells us of God and God's will for us, 

and helps us to put that will of God 

into practice in our own lives. A mag-

net calendar with Christ Our Light 

Mass times and rotation schedule is 

included with this newsletter. 

 

�� Take in the Daily Readings: 

In every bulletin, the daily readings 

are published so that you can read 

along with the Church.  

 

�� LIVE THE WORD Podbean Podcast: 

Deacon Mark & Mary Beth Barder 

post a daily reading and reflection 

podcast Monday through Friday. It’s a 

great way to hear and apply how God 

connects with us through Scripture.  

 

�� Read the Bible in One Year: 

There is a scripture reading plan 

posted on the parish website to help 

you. Rather than trying to read the 

Bible from cover to cover, set aside 

15 minutes each day to read three 

short Biblical excerpts. A schedule 

of readings and helpful Bible time-

line are available to download. 

 

�� Bible Study: The Gospel of Mark 

Parishioner and professor of Reli-

gious Studies, Dr. Kevin Sharpe, will 

again be leading us in another Bible 

Study this Spring. We hope to offer 

both an online and in-person option 

to participate. For more information 

on this upcoming engaging study, 

see page 4. 
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Taking in the Takeaways: What it Means to be White 

by Molly Weyrens, Pastoral Associate  

Racism, Black Lives Matter, Black Voters 

Matter, White Fragility, Proud Boys… these 

terms have certainly been a larger part of 

our vocabulary over the last nine months, 

especially after the death of 

George Floyd. And while 

some seem to think that rac-

ism is “not as prevalent as 

people say” or “nothing we 

need to keep spending so 

much time talking about,” I 

would strongly disagree. Case in point 

would be the violent attack at the U.S. Cap-

itol on January 6. If people were looking for 

examples of racism and white privilege, 

they saw it played out quite vividly for most 

of the day, and right before our eyes.  

  

These past months have allowed me to 

do some soul-searching in terms of 

where I find myself in relation to my ef-

forts in being anti-racist. I was grateful 

for those who shared in community dur-

ing the discussions we sponsored on 

“What It Means to be White.” The staff 

of Christ Our Light also participated in 

this study. For six weeks we wrestled 

with the concepts of White Identity, 

White Privilege, White Supremacy, and 

White Fragility. At the end of our time 

together, people were asked what this 

study unearthed in them that they were 

surprised by or not proud of. Comments 

shared included: “I see some people as 

inferior.” “I am more aware of my nega-

tive feelings toward others.” “It is way 

too easy to avoid all of this.” As the 

group moved forward, several shared 

how they were hoping to continue to 

educate themselves, listen better to 

people of color (POC) and look to see 

which elected leaders support POC in 

their policy decisions. 

  

Some of the strongest takeaways 

shared by most in the groups was that 

we need to listen to the voices of POC 

and that we cannot solve racism by our-

selves. It‘s a process that takes more 

than a few people over time to work 

through all the layers. Many shared that 

being open to changing ourselves is one 

of the biggest hurdles we face. In a cul-

ture that has been based on whiteness, 

the thought of being ‘equal with’ POC 

really threatens some people’s way of 

life. From the book Caste, Isabel Wilker-

son shared, “The elevation of others 

(POC) amounts to a demotion of oneself 

(white) because the equality feels like a 

demotion.” I think this gets to the heart 

of why we continue to have racism. “… 

equality feels like a demotion.” Listen to 

that. My prayer is that we can get past 

this way of thinking. We are created 

equal in the eyes of God. That is a basic 

tenet of our faith. May it also be a basic 

tenet of how we move through our days. 

 

Should a Catholic Accept a COVID-19 Vaccination? 

by Fr. Tom Knoblach, Consultant for Healthcare Ethics for the Diocese of St. Cloud 

Excerpted from “Vaccines and Ethical Considerations in Light of COVID-19,” published in the January 2021 edition  

of The Central Minnesota Catholic Magazine. Reprinted with permission. 

This is a prudential decision that each 

must make for oneself and at times for 

those who depend on one’s decision 

(for example, children or those lacking 

decisional capacity due to mental sta-

tus or disability). Mandates from the 

government to vaccinate all are not 

recommended as there are reasonable 

exceptions, and a mandate tends to 

reduce rather than foster compliance. 

 

This decision must be informed by 

facts about the vaccine’s origin, safety 

and efficacy; one’s own risk for infec-

tion and the consequences for self and 

others if sickened; the severity of the 

illness and the public health crisis; the 

relative risk of side effects to the vac-

cine; availability; cost; and related fac-

tors. 

 

While these are serious considera-

tions, the refusal of vaccines may itself 

involve a degree of moral culpability, 

depending on the harms that are 

risked. Those who refuse a vaccine due 

to general concern about the relation of 

some vaccines to the use of aborted 

tissues have a stronger theoretical ar-

gument, but this must be fact-based in 

the context of the actual proposed vac-

cine. One must be cautious of adopting 

the same logic rightly criticized in the 

pro-choice position: that it is my body 

and my decision is a private one that is 

up to my own conscience. While Catho-

lic teaching upholds and values auton-

omy and self-determination, it also 

understands that autonomy is not an 

absolute right but conditioned by the 

common good. 

In the current situation, with a pan-

demic approaching its one-year anniver-

sary and the widespread social, eco-

nomic, educational and relational harms 

we have seen, and a significant portion 

of the population still at risk, accepting a 

proven and safe vaccine is justified as a 

moral good, an act of solidarity and 

charity and arguably a work of mercy. 

PHOTO SUBMITTED. 

On January 20, 2021, our very own Fr. Kevin Anderson was all smiles as he received his first 

COVID-19 vaccination at Sterling Pointe in Princeton. 
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I love reading and studying the Bible. 

I grew up reading Bible stories, I mem-

orized Bible passages in youth group, I 

studied the New Testament in college, 

and, now, as a professor of Religious 

Studies, it’s part of my job to teach the 

Bible professionally. 

 

Over the past few years, I’ve had the 

great privilege of leading Bible studies 

at Christ Our Light. With the exception 

of last spring, we’ve met twice a year 

to study some of the Gospels, the Acts 

of the Apostles, I Corinthians, and the 

Book of Revelation. We’ll meet again 

later this spring, this time reading 

through the Gospel of Mark. 

 

I love the Gospel of Mark. It’s short, 

action packed, and a literary master-

piece – but it’s also deeply mysterious. 

No one seems to know who Jesus real-

ly is (including those who know him 

best) and Jesus isn’t in any rush to tell 

them. In fact, he seems determined to 

keep it a secret. And on first pass, Je-

sus’s teaching seems just as mysteri-

ous. He even tells his disciples that he 

teaches in parables to prevent people 

from understanding him. And then 

there is the ending. Unlike the other 

Gospels, which conclude with the res-

urrected Jesus visiting his disciples, 

Mark abruptly ends with a pair of terri-

fied women running away from the 

empty tomb. And yet despite the mys-

tery, or perhaps because of it, the Gos-

pel of Mark draws its readers deep into 

the life, ministry, and Passion of Jesus. 

 

As we did last fall, we’ll meet twice a 

week with one meeting online through 

Zoom and one meeting in person. Our 

first sessions will be on April 29/30 and 

we’ll conclude the week of May 27/28. 

Whether you’re a bible study veteran or 

you’ve never opened the Bible before, if 

you’ve ever wanted to read the Bible 

with a group of wonderful people, I in-

vite you to join us this Spring. 

by Tammy Creasy, Finance Coordinator  

 

As the offerings are received and recorded, I am thankful for the discipline of com-

mitment and confidence in uncertain times that I see each week at Christ Our Light. 

 

   Commitment is most certainly recognized. Regardless of the amount, 

we are thankful for every offering. Money is a physical thing where com-

mitment can be seen or measured; however, learning to be committed 

in my life is still a work in process. One thing I am trying to be more 

committed with is reading my Bible, perhaps reading in general. 

 

   Confidence in uncertain times is observed in making deposits for 

Christ Our Light. Although many Parishioners are using electronic giv-

ing, there are hand-written checks and cash every week to process. Many parishion-

ers have beautiful notes of encouragement for the staff. Offerings have come from 

throughout Minnesota, states such as North Dakota, New Jersey, and Hawaii – to 

name a few. Many notes share how Mass gave them confidence in uncertain times, 

while their offerings in turn show me just the same. My husband is recently unem-

ployed, being part of the Fairview Pharmacy in Milaca that closed in December. I am 

very thankful for my position at Christ Our Light, it assures me that all will be well. 

God is good, all the time. 

Listening to the Numbers�

 

Bible Study 

by Dr. Kevin Sharpe, parishioner 

Tax-Time Parish Payout by Jennifer Adams, Communications/Office Assistant  

Looking for a nice filler for an Easter 

basket? Our ever-popular 

Tax-Time Parish Payout Raf-

fle tickets are being sent 

out to parish households 

just in time for your Spring 

surprises! 

 

Ticket packets will be mailed in Feb-

ruary. The timing of this raffle is de-

 

signed to not immediately follow the fund-

raising activities with Fall Fest.  

 

This year, the drawing date will be held on 

April 14, 2021, and the first prize is 

awarded on tax day, April 15, 2021. Cash 

prizes of $100 will be awarded each regu-

lar* Saturday and Sunday. $1,000 is also 

awarded on Christmas. Additional cash 

prizes of $250 and $500 will be drawn 

throughout the year. The total of cash 

awarded is $15,000. *Saturdays and 

Sundays that are awarded a higher pay-

out will supersede the $100 prize. 

 

All funds raised will benefit our general 

operating budget. For more information 

and/or to pick up additional tickets con-

tact the parish office. 
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Throughout the past year, I have often found myself drawn to the well-spoken words attributed to St. Teresa of Ávila:  

Yours are the eyes with which He looks compassion on this world,  

Yours are the feet with which He walks to do good,  

Yours are the hands with which He blesses all the world. 

  

   The pandemic has most certainly affected each and every one of our lives in some way. I dare say that it has 

influenced our perspective and our focus on what is truly important in our lives. One thing that has remained 

untouched by the pandemic is God’s call to minister to one another. The challenge was not in seeing the need 

to minister, rather, it was in adapting our ways of ministering, in altering the use of our hands and feet to con-

tinue to show God’s presence here on earth. 

 

�� THANK YOU for answering God’s call to minister by writing letters  

to the homebound and those in care facilities! 

�� THANK YOU for making phone calls to check in on our                         

brothers and sisters.  

�� THANK YOU for decorating sidewalks and participating in           

holiday parades to bring joy and hope!  

�� THANK YOU for lectoring, ushering, greeting, distributing             

Communion and assisting with parking!  

�� THANK YOU for cleaning after Masses!  

�� THANK YOU for holding the needs of others closely in                        

your heart and in your prayers!  

�� THANK YOU for all the ways that you have answered                       

God’s call to minister!  

Listening to God’s Call to Minister 

By Jenifer Rindels, Ministry Coordinator 
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