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Look inside for details on a number   

of upcoming offerings and get more 

out of this special time of year! 

CHRIST OUR LIGHT CATHOLIC PARISH QUARTERLY NEWSLETTER   

Advent is the beginning of a “new year” 

in church language. It starts the liturgical 

calendar, which differs from 

the civil (Gregorian) calendar 

we hang on our walls. The 

church year (or liturgical year) 

rotates with the seasons of 

Advent, Christmas, Lent, East-

er, Pentecost and Ordinary Time, and is 

coordinated with the liturgical colors of 

purple, blue, white, red and green. Here 

in this magical ship called the Church, we 

are about to embark on one more liturgi-

cal circle around the sun. Advent begins 

November 28, leading us to Christmas, 

and we all know that date! Please know 

that you can pick up a liturgical calendar 

in the kiosk at the COL church entrance.   
 

In our Catholic tradition, we speak in 

Advent terms such as patience, prepara-

tion, waiting, and one of my favorite 

words, storytelling. A well-known Ameri-

can writer and theologian, Frederick 

Buechner, speaks of storytelling during 

Advent thusly… 
 

“Once upon a time there was…” and 

then everybody leans forward a little and 

starts to listen. 
 

We want to know what is coming next. 

There was a young woman named Mary, 

and an angel came to her from God, and 

what did he say? And what did she say? 

And then how did it all turn out in the end? 
 

The story Christianity tells is one that 

can be so simply told that we can get the 

whole thing really on a very small Christ-

mas card or into two crossed pieces of 

wood. Yet in another sense it is so vast 

and complex that the whole Bible can only 

hint at it, a story beyond time altogether. 
 

Yet it is also in time, the story of the 

love between God and humanity. There is 

a time when it begins, and therefore 

there is a time before it begins, when it is 

coming but not yet here, and this is the 

time Mary was in when Gabriel came to 

her. It is Advent: the time just before the 

adventure begins, when everybody is 

leaning forward to hear what will happen, 

even though they already know what will 

happen and what will not happen, when 

they listen hard for meaning, their mean-

ing, and begin to hear, only faintly at first, 

the beating of unseen wings.”  
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By Wendy Rappé, Director of Faith Formation�

The four weeks of the season of Advent 

before Christmas create a unique season of 

hope-filled preparation for all of us in the 

Catholic Christian community —  But Advent 

gives us all time for a prayerful retelling of 

the story of the Hope of Israel. 

Have You Discerned Your 2022 Stewardship Pledge? 
 

On the second weekend in November (November 13/14, 2021), Christ Our Light 

held its annual Stewardship Pledge. During this weekend, our focus was aimed at 

how we can give our thanks to God through our financial giving. If you have not yet     

completed your stewardship pledge, please review the insert included inside this 

newsletter and prayerfully consider how you can give to Christ Our Light. Thank you. 
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What’s the story behind 

the Advent Wreath? 

 

�����	

Each season in the liturgical cal-

endar comes with its own local and 

regional rituals. During the Advent 

season, wreathes adorn church 

sanctuaries and family dining room 

tables. You may have said Advent 

wreath prayers in childhood or tak-

en a turn lighting the candles. The 

Advent wreath is full of symbolism 

about Christ and his coming at 

Christmas. The wreath is made of 

evergreen boughs, reminding us 

that the life of grace doesn’t falter 

with the changing seasons. It al-

ways remains fresh and new. Simi-

larly, a circular wreath reminds us 

of the eternal, never-ending nature 

of God’s love. 

Candles remind us that Christ is 

the light of the world, the One who 

“shines in the darkness, and the 

darkness has not overcome it.” We 

use four candles to represent each 

week of Advent. Traditionally they 

come in the liturgical colors of the 

season. Purple has historically rep-

resented penance and sacrifice. We 

see the same color for the season of 

Lent. On the third Sunday of Advent, 

however, we light a rose color. The 

priest will wear rose vestments at 

Mass. This is Gaudete Sunday. Gau-

dete means “rejoice” in Latin. On 

the third Sunday of Advent, we’re 

roughly halfway through the season. 

The Church chooses the midpoint to 

remind us to celebrate in the midst 

of our anticipation! Whatever the 

color and whatever the day, the Ad-

vent wreath is a beautiful practice to 

focus our attention on Christ’s com-

ing at Christmas. 

©LPI 

Every once in a while someone will ask 

me, “Do we really need a new church?” 

They are probably asking, “Do we really 

need to change? Can’t we just stay as 

we are?” It might be the same kind of 

question asked by those working with 

such notable companies as Blockbuster, 

Polaroid, Toys-R-Us, Pan Am, Borders 

Books, Compaq, Kodak and Blackber-

ry. Remember them? They have all now 

folded, disappeared, or went bankrupt. 

They apparently thought that they’d nev-

er need to update or change to stay  

relevant.   
 

It’s the same with churches, many 

need some invigorating. Now I am not 

saying that every parish needs to con-

struct a new church building or that 

there aren’t many aspects of each parish 

that should never go away.  But the reali-

ty is that our parish lies in a growing part 

of Minnesota with more developments 

soon to come (when Hwy 169 is changed 

into an expressway in Elk River) and a 

new building is to plan for the future of 

Christ Our Light Parish as we also ad-

dress our current needs.   
 

The new church idea started when we 

merged into one parish in 2010. Bishop 

John Kinney asked (ordered?) us to cre-

ate a plan for creating one worship site 

within six years. So in 2015, listening 

sessions were held at our parish regard-

ing our future, that is, should we build or 

renovate? It was determined that be-

cause both the North building and South 

building needed many updates and reno-

vations (costing nearly $3.4 million dol-

lars — 2015 rates), that same money 

would be better served when applied to 

one new church building. This new 

church would be centrally located, easily 

accessed, able to meet the expected 

growth in our area and perhaps rejuve-

nate all Catholics. 
 

This decision occurred only after many 

Listening Sessions (which all parishion-

ers were invited to attend), numerous 

meetings, hours of research, countless 

bulletin covers/letters, many good     

natured conversations and lively inter-

actions by all. Hence, with the help of 

Diocesan Planning Directors, Pastoral 

Council members, Transition Team  

members, Staff and of course the input 

of many parishioners... it was decided 

that we need to build for the future and 

not merely “keep the same old and hope 

we’ll be prepared for the future.”  
 

So from the generous offerings to our 

ONE IN THE LIGHT CAPITAL CAMPAIGN, 

we were able to purchase land, secure 

the necessary permits, develop architec-

ture plans, build up a savings account 

and continue to affirm our oneness as a 

merged parish.  
 

Currently, we are waiting to hear from 

entities interested in purchasing South 

and another interested in North.  We are 

anticipating offers to be made, but as we 

have learned along this journey of sell-

ing, we must continue to “trust the Holy 

Spirit” guiding the leadership of the Dio-

cese and the joyfulness of our great 

community... to continue forward and 

embrace change. We have hints of that 

change around us — at North we now 

have the former South altar and ambo 

proudly placed in the outdoor chapel 

area, and we have the pews taken apart 

by parishioners, some ready to be repur-

posed into something new for our new 

church home.  
 

So I remain hopeful. Just as Pope Fran-

cis is currently commencing a WORLD-

WIDE SYNOD to determine how the Cath-

olic Church can stay relevant in the fu-

ture. (And I add: not stagnant and crum-

ble into a “Church of the past.”) So may 

we be open to how God will guide and 

lead us into our future and the future of 

the Catholic Church in this growing area.  
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By Fr. Kevin Anderson, Pastor�
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The majority of my role as Parish Admin-

istrator is work that happens behind the 

scenes. I get to handle things like over-

seeing special projects like the One in the 

Light Capital Campaign and Fall Fest, 

serving on several committees such as 

our COVID task force, Finance/

Stewardship Committee and building pro-

ject committees, assisting Fr. Kevin in 

preparing for baptisms, weddings and 

funerals, acting as Human Resources for 

our parish staff and working with Tammy 

Creasy, Finance Coordinator, on the finan-

cial aspects of the parish including our 

leases and real estate all while being pre-

sent and getting to interact with parishion-

ers when they have a need. I love all the 

different hats that I wear here at Christ 

Our Light, but one of the things that brings 

me joy is getting in front of the camera to 

chat with Fr. Kevin for Theology on Tech. 
 

If you haven’t seen Theology on Tech in 

action yet, let me explain a bit. Jenny Ad-

ams, Communications Coordinator came 

up with this fun take on a Q&A session 

that takes place virtually – via Facebook 

Live. This platform gives us the ability to 

answer questions that YOU have and send 

to us either prior to the session or even 

LIVE as we are discussing. If you are not 

on Facebook, that’s okay too as we will 

post the session after it’s done on our 

YouTube channel for your viewing. 
 

Be sure to join us for our next Theology 

on Tech, Thursday, December 2, from 

6:45—7:30PM on Facebook Live. Our 

featured topics for this session will have 

Fr. Kevin and I talking about:  
 

�� RELIGION VS. SPIRITUALITY 

�� DOUBTS IN FAITH 

�� WHY WE NEED THE CHURCH 
 

It will definitely be an interesting con-

versation, and you can help make it even 

better – we would love to hear from you! 

If you have any questions you would like 

to ask during Theology on Tech, email me 

at teresac@christourlightmn.org or com-

ment your question while we are LIVE 

December 2. Be sure to join us! 
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By Teresa Callison, Parish Administrator�

Fr. Kevin Anderson is preparing to answer 

your questions during another gathering of 

Theology on Tech, Thursday, December 2. 

For many years, a group of churches in 

the Princeton area have been joining 

together to offer an ecumeni-

cal Thanksgiving service for the 

community. The churches in-

clude Christ Our Light, Bethel 

Church, Immanuel Lutheran, 

Freshwaters United Methodist, and First 

Congregational UCC. 
 

This has been a sustaining connection 

for all the churches involved and a won-

derful beginning to the season of giving. 

Music is provided by the host church. A 

message is offered, prayers are shared, 

a monetary collection is taken for the 

Princeton Pantry, as well as non-

perishable food items accepted. 
 

Last year, unfortunately, due to the 

pandemic we decided not to hold the 

service. This year, as all of our churches 

are again open, we wanted to come to-

gether again. Please consider joining us 

for a time of thanksgiving for the many 

blessings received this past year. 
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By Jenny Adams, Communications Coordinator�

Tune in to the Word with Christ Our Light... 
 

Spend some additional time with our Lord by listening to LIVE THE WORD: Daily 

Readings and Reflections. The day's scriptures and a brief reflection, recorded by 

Deacon Mark and Mary Beth Barder, are a reminder that God is always with us. Visit: 

christourlightmn.podbean.com or visit the parish website for a direct link. 
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Youth of the parish: Do yourself a favor and go look in the 

mirror real quick and if the first thing you see is anything other 

than “a beloved child of God” then you can be certain 

that this is a must see event! Come and be inspired 

by a powerful witness. Let your soul be filled and dis-

cover how God really feels about the most important 

person in the world: YOU! 
 

National speaker Stacey Sumereau’s unique journey spans 

from performing in Broadway National Tours of The Wizard of 

Oz and Beauty and the Beast, to discerning religious life on 

reality television in The Sisterhood, Becoming Nuns (Lifetime, 

2014), to marriage and motherhood. Stacey also founded and 

hosted the Be Not Afraid Conference and the God’s Adventure 

Awaits Summit, serving over 20,000 people in 2020. Stacey 

hosts the popular Called and Caffeinated Podcast and YouTube 

show. In 2020, Stacey wrote and taught the True North Discern-
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By Matt Kehrer, Coordinator of Youth Ministry & Confirmation�

Recently, Pope Francis spoke to the Vatican’s Dicastery for 

Laity, Family and Life and said the following: “Move deacons 

away from the altar… they are guardians of service, 

not first class altar boys or second-class priests.” 
 

With his characteristically blunt descriptions, Pope 

Francis nailed it on the head as to how I feel about my 

diaconal ministry. To me, it has always been about 

serving the people of this parish and the surrounding communi-

ty. Service is central and what my ministry is about… and that 

service is not something that I take lightly. 
 

Someone asked me one time how I like serving at the altar. I 

stated that I hope it’s not about “me being up on the altar,” but 

more of seeing that the flow of the liturgical movement is done 

with grace. I stated that serving at the altar, albeit sacred and 

profound, is not central to me being a deacon. What is central 

is service — with all and to all. It is serving the happy, the sad, 

the depressed, the lonely, the confused, the needy, the help-

less, the mad, those struggling with grief… I try my best to 

serve everyone and I know there are times that I fall very short. 
 

Each of us has a calling from God that was sealed into our 

souls when we were created and sanctified through baptism. I 

am always trying to find new ways to discover how God is want-

ing me to serve. It isn’t always easy, and sometimes I don’t want 

to do what I feel God is pushing me towards. But that is when I 

need to stop and listen more closely to what God is asking of me. 
 

So here is my question for you… male or female, young or 

old: What is God asking of YOU?” If you are feeling a nudge 

from God to find new ways of serving His Kingdom and would 

like to talk about either being a deacon or serving in a more 

fruitful way, do give me a call and I would be happy to sit and 

talk. Discover what you have to give to this world with the time 

we have yet to live. 
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By Deacon Mark Barder�

ment Course to people in 13 coun-

tries around the world! Plus, she has 

written for Vocations and Prayer 

Magazine and iMom.com. 
 

Stacey and her husband John are 

raising their three children ages four 

and under in the Washington, D.C. 

area. She has presented at the    

National Catholic Youth Conference, 

the LA Religious Education          

Congress, Ascension Presents 

(YouTube) and dioceses across the 

country encouraging young people to 

know their worth and to embrace 

God’s adventure. 
 

Seventh grade and older, this is 

our next big event and it is scheduled in conjunction with FIRE 

(Families In Religious Education) at Christ Our Light on Wed., 

January 12, 6:30—7:30PM. Friends are welcome! 

Hopefully by now we have some snow on the ground… I 

know that we don’t all share that same sentiment, However, 

we hopefully all share the sentiment that we are blessed to 

share in the work as a church community to make Christmas a 

bit brighter through our Christmas Giving Program. Last year 

there were 97 families — 437 people  that were served through 

the generosity of our great community.   
 

For an overview of what this program all entails, residents of 

Princeton who are living with financial stress and cannot pro-

vide for their families at Christmastime, pick up a Christmas 

Giving Program application at The Princeton Pantry. Callers 

reach out to hear more about what specifically is needed for 

each person and then volunteers type up the list to be put on 

labels. Those labels are then put on the ornaments that adorn 

the Christmas trees throughout area churches. People are 

then invited to take an ornament (or seven)! Gifts are then 

brought back to COL unwrapped by Sunday, December 12.  
 

This year’s distribution will be held Thursday, December 16, 

at Christ Our Light. We will need volunteers to help us organize 

gifts the week of December 13—16. Volunteers will help sort, 

shop, and package gifts for each family. There will be a sign up 

on the website for volunteering. If you or your business would 

like to sponsor a family, please contact me. Thank you, in ad-

vance, for your help in sharing the spirit of Christmas! 
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By Molly Weyrens, Pastoral Associate�
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By Tammy Creasy, Finance Coordinator�

September 30 marks the end of the first quarter 

of the church year. Ordinary income was $183,769, 

which is 24% of the annual budget of $768,122. 

Ordinary expense was $188,871, which is 24% of 

the annual budget of $788,099. 
 

Overall positive net increase in fund balances $106,758:  

general fund $33,886, capital fund $60,443, cemetery fund 

$8,640, and designated/endowment funds $3,789. 
 

God is good, all the time. 

A former Broadway   

actress, Stacey's convic-

tion, unique humor, 

singing and storytelling 

continues to illuminate 

hearts across the USA.   
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By Jenny Adams,  

Communications Coordinator�

“Of the Father’s Love Begotten” is per-

haps one of our oldest Advent / Christmas 

hymns. This beautiful text was written in 

the fourth century by a Spanish poet and 

successful lawyer, Aurelius Prudentius 

Clemens. Scholars have often referred to 

Clemens as the first great poet of the Latin 

Church. At the age of 57, he created this 

text as a “fighting hymn” intended to de-

fend the nature of God, specifically the 

natures of the Son and the Spirit against 

the perspectives of the heretical teachings 

of the age. It is quite profound how with 

only a few lines, he successfully expresses 

that Christ is both human and divine.  
 

It wasn’t until the mid-nineteenth centu-

ry that this Latin text was translated into 

English of which there are two transla-

tions. The first is by John Mason Neale 

(1818–66) and was included in Hymnal 

Noted of 1851. It is the more common text 

that is printed in our current hymnal. The 

second and separate translation was done 

by Ruby Furley Davis and was inserted in 

the original 1861 edition of Hymns An-

cient & Modern. Both are unique profes-

sions of our faith. 
 

Our next mini-concert will open with a 

beautiful rendition of this text as it is set 

with the plainsong melody, “Divinum Mys-

terium”. Please mark your calendars and 

join us for our Christmas Mini-Concert on 

Sunday, December 19, 10AM, at Christ 

Our Light featuring Christ Our Light choirs. 
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By Maureen “Mo” Putnam, Director of Music & Liturgy�
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(Translation by Jason Mason Neale) (Translation by Ruby Furley Davis”) 

Of the Father’s love begotten Of the Father’s heart begotten 

Ere the world began to be Ere the world from chaos rose 

He is Alpha and Omega. He is Alpha, from that Fountain 

He the source, the ending he All that is and hath been flows. 

Of the things that are, that have been, He is Omega, of all things, 

And that future years shall see Yet to come the mystic Close  

Evermore and evermore. Evermore and evermore. 

You are warmly invited to minister at 

the Christmas Mass that you choose to 

attend. Christmas Masses will 

be at 4PM and 9PM on Decem-

ber 24 and 9AM on December 

25. We will happily provide a 

brief training for anyone who 

would like to participate but has not yet 

been trained. Ministry sign-up sheets for 

these Masses can be found in the main 

entrance of church beginning November 

27. You can also utilize the Ministry 

Scheduler Pro website or call Jenifer Rin-

dels to indicate your preference and/or 

need for training. Advent blessings to all! 
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By Jenifer Rindels, Ministry Coordinator�

The holidays can come and go before 

you know it. This year, slow down and 

truly experience this special season cen-

tered around family, joy, giving, and most 

importantly—Jesus. This Advent, our Area 

Catholic Community in Sherburne County 

collectively offers opportunities for the 

Sacrament of Reconciliation and the cel-

ebration of Christmas.  



The Christ Our Light Parish Catalyst Team 

includes: Maureen Putnam, Teresa Callison, 

Molly Weyrens, Kathy Roy, Matt Kehrer, Dave 

Held, Derek Bolan, John Poitevent (from the 

Parish Catalyst organization), Sally Weddel, 

and Fr. Kevin Anderson. 
 

Hear what some of our team is saying: 

“I’m excited about helping to provide op-

portunities for people (including myself) to 

become more intentional disciples and 

having joy to the fullest!” 
 

“It really has me thinking about why we do 

things a certain way and if they need to be 

changed, not for the sake of change, but 

to better align with our parish community.” 
 

“Parish Catalyst has got me thinking 

about why we continue to be “stuck” on 

old ways and what we can do to move 

forward and change a mindset.” 
 

“I like that it gets us thinking outside of 

the box!” Contact us at 763-389-2115  |  or visit www.christourlightmn.org 

Some of you may have heard us refer to “Parish Catalyst,” while others may be 

left scratching your heads… Regardless, we want to make sure that everyone un-

derstands what we are talking about. Parish Catalyst is a Catholic non-profit or-

ganization that helps parishes experience renewal through a process of collabora-

tive learning and strategic planning. They exist to encourage Catholic leaders to 

Think Creatively, Act Courageously and Renew the Church.  
 

 Five staff members and four parishioners are on a team that has started meet-

ing along with four other church teams around the country: from Ohio, Iowa, Mon-

tana and Texas. We meet together for a two-day session four times over the 

course of 18-months. Each time we gather, we discover more about how to em-

power dynamic discipleship in our parish. Parish Catalyst focuses its efforts on 

five characteristics of dynamic discipleship: Believe, Grow, Gather, Love, and 

Lead. Our monthly FIRE (Families In Religious Education) adult sessions will cover 

each of these topics. Listen to these sessions online as they are posted on our 

Podbean podcast channel (see the parish website for the link).  
 

 At Christ Our Light, we are looking for ways to increase the awareness of why 

we do what we do, and also draw out the spiritual gifts of our members in new 

and vibrant ways. We want to engage more people in the life of our church com-

munity. However, it’s not just about numbers, it is about authenticity and connect-

ing the gospel with our day-to-day lives. 
 

We look forward to our continued engagement with all of you as we Believe, Grow, 

Gather, Love, and Lead! You will continue to hear more as things progress. Please 

tuck our team, staff and parish in your prayers as we all seek out what God has in 

store for Christ Our Light. May we grow from church-goers to Kingdom builders! 
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By Molly Weyrens, Pastoral Associate 

 


