December 27, 2020

GRAND FORKS,
NORTH DAKOTA
PARISH MISSION
St. Michael’s Parish is a
welcoming community
of Catholic Christians,
rich in tradition.
We are inspired by the
Holy Spirit and guided
by the Word of God.
We exist as a visible
witness of Christ through
worshiping, educating,
evangelizing and serving.

PARISH OFFICE
HOURS
The lobby doors are open to pickup/drop off. Please call ahead or
email to place a Scrip order!.
(lori_stmikes@yahoo.com)

Office Hours
Monday-Thursday:
8:00 am to 4:30 pm
Fridays: 8:00 am to 3:00 pm

Church Information
Mailing Address:
418 N. 6th St.
Grand Forks, ND 58203
Physical Address:
524 5th Ave. N.
Grand Forks, ND 58203
Telephone: 
701) 772-2624 | Parish Office
(701) 772-2282 | Religious Ed. Office
(701) 772-1822 | School Office

Email:
parishoffice@stmichaelsgf.com
bulletin@stmichaelsgf.com

For bulletin announcements Deadline Mondays,
1:00 pm 




Clergy: 
Fr. Gerard Braun (Pastor)
Fr. Jered Grossman
Deacon: John Bredemeier

www.stmichaelschurchgf.com
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Giving Tree

Thanks to all who volunteered to pack boxes, sort
gifts, etc for the annual Giving Tree.
Thank you to all who purchased items to help needy
families in our parish, the Northlands Rescue Mission,
the Grand Forks Women’s Pregnancy Center, the St.
Gianna’s Maternity Home and St. Michael’s Jail
Ministry. God bless you for your stewardship!

St. Michael’s received a Memorial gift on behalf of
Lillian Wild, a full set of priest and Deacon vestments
for Mass. We are most grateful for this gift on behalf
of Lillian, a longtime parishioner of St. Michael’s who
passed away last year.
Peace in Christ,
Fr. Gerard Braun

Thank You

Thank you to the following that volunteered to do the
Altar and Sacristy monthly cleaning in the past year:
Judy Carter, Karen Bowles, St Therese’s Circle,
Darlene Hager, Cadence Youngberg, Marge Bina,
Laurie Thorsen, September Woolever, Lana Huderle,
Rita Myers, Marilyn Wocken, Bernie Leddige and May
Fuka.

Memorial Donations
St. Michael’s Church
Catholic Extension Calendars
Available

The Catholic Extension Calendars are now
available at the Church Entrances.
We ask to keep it to one per household.

Thank you Dakota Fire Protection and Lunseth
Plumbing & Heating for sponsoring this year’s
calendars!

In Memory of Marc Pringle and Lester Pringle
given by: Shaaron Pringle
In Memory of Dewey Garceau given by:
Gary & Sharon Nelson, James & Rosemary Finck
In Memory of William Teske given by:
Cecilia Teske
In Memory of John Nikle given by:
Joe Simon, Sue Simon, Joan Carter

ST. MICHAEL’S NEWS
Directions for Attending Mass
CDC requirements in place. Limited capacity.

Be prepared to attend another Mass if the
church becomes full.





Please wear a mask at all times
Families may sit together.
Observe 6 feet distancing.
Please do not congregate in the entrances or
on the steps outside the church.
 If you are ill, please plan on viewing the Mass
via live stream.

Mary, Mother of God
Holy Day of Obligation
Vigil on Thursday, December 31: 5:15 pm
Friday, January 1: 7:30 am, 9:00 am, 11:00 am

Parish Office Holiday Hours
Closed: Friday, January 1st.
Wishing you and your family a blessed Christmas
and Happy New Year.
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The Amazing Prayer Shawl
Do you have a loved one whom is very ill, someone
who feels alone, or someone whose hope is
wavering? The Amazing Prayer Shawl is a gift of
love and prayers from our faith sharing community
for those who receive it.
Prayer Angels commit to prayer as they fulfill their
part in the construction of the blanket. The process
involves shopping for material, coordinating fleece
fabric, cutting, sewing or tying of the shawl and
tagging it. After the shawls are complete, they are
blessed by a Priest. Those who are to receive the
shawls are held in prayer. These beautiful acts truly
transform the shawl into a “Prayer Shawl”, whose
very threads become interwoven with pleas for
healing on behalf of the recipient. Each shawl
bears a tag that reads, “Wrapped in Prayers”.
The Prayer Shawl symbolizes the Love of God as it
surrounds the recipient. It brings comfort to the
suffering and peace to the fearful. When one sees
and touches these shawls, they know they are not
alone ….they are covered in prayer and that there
are many who do care about them.
God has used this beautiful ministry, not only to
touch the lives of countless people who have
received the Prayer Shawl while they are going
through extremely difficult times in their lives, but
the lives of those involved in the ministry as well.
We would be very blessed to have people give of
their time, talents, and treasures, in making Prayer
Shawls possible. We are looking for volunteers to
assist in making Prayer Shawls and or donating
funds to make them. A meeting time and place
for a teaching session would be set up for those
who are interested. These shawls can be made as a
group project if people prefer or they can be made
at home by individuals. The fleece material would
need to be 58 inches long which is a little more
than 1 1/2 yards. Please contact Carol Rerick @
701-740-5143 if interested in this worthy
project. Please leave a voicemail with your name,
phone number , and Email address if I am unable to
take your call. Please see picture on next page!

PASTOR’S NOTES
Praising God at our Christmas Liturgies.
On behalf of St. Michaels parishioners, we offer
our thanks and appreciation to all who participated in
our Christmas liturgies, and those who served us.
Thanks to our decoration volunteers who provided a
beautiful Christmas setting for our celebrations. We
thank our Choir for their wonderful choral music, our
Organists and Cantors for the sacred music you
shared with us. We thank our Extraordinary Ministers
of Holy Communion, Proclaimers, Greeters, and Altar
Servers. And we thank our children and parents who
assisted with the Christmas Eve Posada. It was delightful.
We also want to thank the many who work behind
the scenes to help clean up our church each week, the
parish volunteers and women of the Altar Society who
organize our church cleaning. Thank you all for the
gifts of your ministry to St. Michaels.


Thank you for the Christmas Memorials.
We are blessed to celebrate our Sacred Liturgies
surrounded by the glowing warmth of a beautiful
Christmas environment. We thank those who offered
Christmas Flower Memorials on behalf of their loved
ones this year. Your gifts helped provide for a beautiful Christmas environment in which to celebrate our
Lord’s Birth. May our Lord bless your loved ones
whom you honored though your memorials.


Christmas—the Feast of the Holy Family.
We continue to celebrate the birth of our Savior as
we remember the Feast of the Holy Family this weekend.
The COVID pandemic has shut down so many of
our activities this year, but I hope and pray that the
additional time we spent in our homes has helped to
bring about a greater bond of love and care for one
another within our families.
Merry Christmas.
On behalf of Fr. Grossman, Msgr. Pilon,
Deacon Bredemeier, Sara Dudley-our school principal,
and our entire Parish and School staff, we wish you a
Holy and Joyful Christmas Season. May you know the
peace of Christ the Prince of Peace.
Thank you again kindness to us.
Thanks for your Christmas greetings, treats, cards
and gifts. Your kindness and generosity are a blessing
to us and I pray we may serve you faithfully in the
New Year.

Mary the “God Bearer.”
 This Friday on January 1 we celebrate the Feast of
Mary the Mother God. It was at the Council of Ephesus in 431 A.D. that the Church spoke of Mary’s
unique role as the one to give birth to the God-Man.
The Council gave Mary the title of “Theotokos,” the
“God Bearer.”
As we continue to celebrate Christmas, may the
prayers of our Holy Mother help to renew hearts and
friendships, heal wounds and open the doors of peace
as we honor and give praise to Jesus Christ, the Son of
God who is God’s love incarnate

Thank you for your financial support to
your parish.
Jesus asked us, “Who is the greater: the one seated
at table or the one who serves? Is it not the one seated at
table? I am among you as the one who serves.” Luke
22:27
God’s humble service to us began as a child, as
one of us. He continued to love and serve us, to the
point of offering His life on the Cross. As followers of
Christ Jesus, thank you for your gifts to St. Michael`s this
past year!
The economic challenges precipitated by the
COVID pandemic have impacted many of our people.
Yet, it has been especially heartwarming to see so
many continue to offer their donations to help support St. Michael parish ministries.
God bless you for your generosity of soul. God
bless you for believing in a larger world than our own
back yards. God bless you for caring. Thank you
again for your kindness. We will be sending out individual financial giving statements towards the middle
of January.

All City Christmas Eve Dinner in a COVID
year.
The COVID virus affected our capacity to host the
annual Christmas Eve Dinner this year, a tradition
that began at St. Michaels back in the 1970’s. Sadly,
we were not able to host the meal in our parish this
year.
However, Sue Shirek, the Director of the Northlands Rescue Mission, graciously offered to prepare
the meal and serve it out of the Mission.
Continued ——————————>

PARISHIONERS!
PLEASE SIGN UP TODAY!

PASTOR’S NOTES
We are most grateful to Sue and her wonderful
staff who prepared the Christmas meal, and all our
parish volunteers who assisted with its distribution
and delivery to families in need.

Wishing you a Happy New year!
On behalf of Fr. Grossman, Msgr Pilon, Deacon
Bredemeier, our school principal Sara Dudley, and our
parish and school staff, we wish you a Holy and Joyous
Christmas. May you know the love and peace of
Christ Jesus, the Prince of Peace, and may you draw
ever closer to Him who is the hope of all the world.
Amen.

WE
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TO KEEP IN TOUCH WITH YOU!





Sincerely yours in Christ



¡ ¡¡¡¦

Rosaries as Decorations
Question: I’ve seen people hang rosaries
over the rear-view mirrors in their cars and
a few of them wear them around their
necks. Is it OK to do that?
Answer:

The practice of hanging a rosary or a religious medal
off of the rearview mirror of one’s car is a fairly popular custom across many cultures. While there is no
particular rule approving or condemning this practice,
we should also be mindful of the respect and reverence due to religious objects and devotional items
(i.e. sacramentals).
An important point to consider would be the reason
why one chooses to place a rosary or religious medal
in our cars. Is it a reminder of the protection and intercession of Mary and the saints? Does it encourage
us to be mindful of God’s presence, even in such a
mundane task as driving? Is it an outward expression
of our more private devotions?
One advantage of having a rosary or religious medal
in our cars is that it can also serve as a reminder to
pray when we travel, asking for protection for ourselves and for other motorists or commuters. Certainly, invoking the protection and prayers of the
saints is a wonderful practice for families, helping to
reinforce our belief in the communion of saints and
the care and concern we owe to one another.

Memorial gift on behalf of Lillian Wild.
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Mass Livestream links available on our website
Stmichaelschurchgf.com

End of year donations

A New Year is right around the corner. Of course
every New Year brings the challenge of taxes. For
those of you who itemize and are looking for ways
to reduce your obligation to Uncle Sam now is the
time to act.
Did you know that you can benefit from gifts of
cash, stock, and even tangible personal
property to the church. (Please check with your tax
professional to see how each of these gifts will
benefit you.)
By law, contributions must be applied to the
year in which they are received. The only
exception would be when a check is mailed, it is applied to the year the envelope is postmarked, even
if it is received in the next calendar year.
If you wish to claim your charitable contributions
for income tax purposes, then you must
relinquish control of the funds before it is
technically a contribution. Therefore, if you have
not mailed your contribution by year-end, no matter what date is on the check, you haven’t really
given up control (per the IRS).
Additionally the IRS states that a mailed contribution must have been postmarked on or before
December 31st which proves that control was
given up by the end of the year.
If you wish to get credit for your donation in 2020,
please drop off at the parish office by Thursday,
December 31st, 4:00 pm or in the collection at the
5:15 pm Mass on December 31, 2020. If mailed,
make sure your donation is postmarked by December 31, 2020.
We hope this information helps clear up any
confusion

Men’s Club “Month of Money”
Winners

Congratulations to:
Dec. 21:
Dec. 22:
Dec. 23:
Dec. 24:
Dec. 25:
Dec. 26:
Dec. 27:

Sue Rodgers #053
Amy DeWitt #289
Pat Swangler #448
Tim Shea #312
Brenda Gjelsness ($500) #375
Shawn Coleman #314
Trisha MacKenzie #402

Everyday Stewardship


The Gift of Family


What a year it has been! How will we speak of
these times a decade from now? As time goes by,
our impressions of this past year will certainly
change. How we feel today about dealing with a
killer virus and all the chaos surrounding that is
still fresh for all. I would assume that most of us
right now are also holding those we love a little
closer and hugging them a little harder. Hopefully, even if the fears and concerns of 2020 dissipate in the future, the way we feel toward our
family should never leave us.
Stewardship is certainly about everything. God
has given us so much, great and small, profound
and common. One of the greatest gifts that all
have received is family. Families take all shapes
and sizes and some look very different than others. For some, family is a caretaker or temporary
guardian. For others it is a friend when everyone
else seems to have vanished. The bottom line is
that, to quote a song from many years ago,
“people need people.”
When God gave the world His only Son, the Incarnation did not come on a cloud or with a flash
of light. He was born into a family. Jesus understood the gift of family all his life. Do you think
that if having a family wasn’t important God
would have still included this in the plan of
salvation?
As this year draws to a close, remember your
stewardship many days begins and ends with the
people closest to you. Don’t misuse or take for
granted this precious gift. God gives us gifts on
purpose, even to His only begotten Son.
²7UDF\(DUO:HOOLYHU076/3L

Bulletin Announcements
Deadline Mondays, 1:00 pm

Email: bulletin@stmichaelsgf.com

LITURGICAL ROLES
Saturday & Sunday, January 2 & 3rd
Schedule not available due to early press time.
Please see the website to view the schedule.

MASS INTENTIONS
Monday, December 28
7:15 am
5:15 pm

Int. of Richard & Kathy Moch
Int. of Dianne Schultz

Tuesday, December 29

 DP †Lowell Schweigert
9:30 am Mass at Valley Eldercare on Columbia
 SP †Bill Schmisek

Wednesday, December 30
7:15 am
5:15 pm

†Vernon & Jamie Ellenson
†Verdeen Leddige

Thursday, December 31

SCRIP GIFT CARDS
We Are Still Selling Scrip Gift Cards!
Thank you to all who continue to buy Scrip for
their purchases. Please read below for
Instructions.

How to Purchase

Please email (preferred) or call us first to place
your order so we can make sure we have
everything in stock.
We will place your order in the lobby of the
Parish Office for you to pick up! Leave your
payment in the drop box. Easy peasy!
Thank you!
Prefer Email: lori_stmikes@yahoo.com
Phone: (701) 772-2624




7:15 am †Travis & Stacey Williams
5:15 pm Int. of Steve Schultz

Friday, January 1

7:30 am †Sharon Bredemeier
9:00 am Int. of Nancy Bushaw
11:00 am For the People

Saturday, January 2

7:15 am
Int. of Children of Mary Dietz
5:00 pm †Conner Sander

Sunday, January 3
7:30 am
9:00 am
11:00 am
5:00 pm

Int. of Con & Clara Dietz
†Marvin & Connie Heil
†Jack Foley
For the People

Tuesday Adoration @ St. Michael’s
You are invited by our Lord to come before Him in
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament on Tuesdays.
Those who are not able to attend Mass on Sunday will
find a wide-open church and a wonderful time to sit
with our Lord and open your heart to Him in prayer.
Each week on Tuesdays, 8:00 am—9:00 pm
Please check our Master Calendar, available on our website, to see if
a funeral or another event has been scheduled.

https://www.stmichaelschurchgf.com/parish-calendar
Also, if interested in signing up for a weekly commitment, please do so at the following website:
https://adorationpro.org/michaelnd - click on
“Weekly Commitment” and choose a time.

NORMAN

Serving Grand Forks
and the
Surrounding Areas

FUNERAL HOME
2950 S. Washington St.

746-4337

(701) 772-3473

“A Catholic Tradition For Over 100 Years”
www.normanfuneral.com

www.hastingsheatinggrandforks.com

Free
12oz coffee

WIDMAN’S

Funeral Home
Grand Forks, ND

Pre Arrangement Planning • Monuments and Markers

2975 S. 42nd St.

772-7070

www.amundsonfuneralhome.com

“Dedicated to Your Hearing”

746-7000
2514 S. Washington St.

Fine Candies

Four Generations of Candy Makers

Grand Forks, ND

Grand Forks

mc kenna &
associates, pc

Calvary Catholic Cemetery

Now
Hiring!

with any purchase
M&H RESERVES THE RIGHT TO CANCEL THIS OFFER
AT ANY TIME
LIMIT 1 COUPON PER FILL/LIMIT 35 GALLONS

Amundson

Complete Engineering Design, Service, Sales,
& Installation of Automatic Fire Sprinkler Systems
and Special Hazard Applications

(701) 772-8820

Serving the Catholic Parishes
of Grand Forks & East Grand Forks
Family Memorials Welcome
900 1st Avenue North • Grand Forks, ND 58203
Phone (701) 775-5557

701-772-7911
216 Belmont Road • Grand Forks, ND

Certified Public Accountants

Tax Returns • Financial Planning • Other CPA Services

1515 S. Washington 772-4819
Where People Who Care Make The Difference

NORTHLAND

Connie Osowski

1013 N. 5th St.
GRAND FORKS, ND 58203
746-9351

701-330-7568

Realtor

PRINTING
jandb@northlandprintinginc.com

% 218-773-4345

Fuel - Propane - DEF - Lubricants
East Grand Forks, MN

Mr. Fix It Al
Allen Kowalski Handyman
kowk@midco.net 701-739-4079
1402 S 18th St. Grand Forks, ND

701-795-1735
Kevin Bosh - Owner/Parishioner

Contact Tom Maakestad • tmaakestad@4LPi.com • (800) 950-9952 x5858

St. Michael Church

WE CAN HELP YOU MAKE YOUR
TREES AND LAWN BEAUTIFUL!!!
For Free Estimates Call
218-773-0901
East Grand Forks (218) 773-0901
800-481-0901 • Home (701) 696-1904

stmichaelsgf.weshareonline.org

Pride Makes the Difference

ND Master Lic 9414
MN Master Lic 005051PM

1725 32nd Ave. S.
Grand Forks, ND

Jonathon Vonesh, GRI, ABR, Realtor

Paper Products & Specialties

®

Cell: 218.791.4510

1407 24th Ave. S.
Grand Forks, ND 58201

Cory VonRueden • Representative

voneshteam@outlook.com

201 North 8th Street • Grand Forks, ND

www.VoneshRealEstateTeam.com

701-746-4531 • www.colepapers.com

“Let’s team up for all your real estate needs.”

Dahl

Funeral Home

Tackle any construction jobs
easily through us
701.594.3949

Meet Us Down At

lly’s BAR
Ke309
N. 3rd St.

Financial Advisor • CERTIFIED FINANCIAL
PLANNER™
SITE WORK/LAND DEVELOPMENT, ROAD & RAIL CONSTRUCTION,
UNDERGROUND UTILITIES, FLOOD PROTECTION, ASPHALT PAVING SERVICES

Business Phone: 218-773-0586

2800 32nd Ave. South

775-4646

218-230-9135

www.dandahlfuneralhome.com

Debbie R. Albert, CFP®, CRPC®

Delivery, Curbside &
Carryout Available!
Kids Eat Free Every
Monday!
2 for 1 Burgers Every Tuesday
Now Serving Breakfast
Sat & Sun 9am-1pm

& PAVING STONES

East Grand Forks, MN

Dan Dahl, Owner • 218-773-2971

www.schmitzcontracting.com

www.rjzavoral.com

3425 S Washington St
Grand Forks, ND 58201
701.746.5429

Mon - Fri: 8:00 - 7:00
Sat: 8:00 - 6:00
Sun: 12:00 - 5:00

(701) 780-8462

NO APPOINTMENT NECESSARY
3325 S 38th St

Conveniently Located By Super Target

Nightly Specials, Blackjack, Bingo &
More

Ameriprise Financial Services, Inc. Member FINRA and SIPC

3 1/2 miles west of Big Sioux Travel Plaza
Grand Forks, ND 58201

Call Chad or Gary

701-772-0676 • 218-779-0912 • Fax: 701-746-1119

3 Kitchen & Bath
Design & Remodeling
3 Additions
3 Improvements
Rusty Wysocki Bldg. Co.

(701) 772-0075

www.remodelingbyrusty.com

PROFESSIONAL
CARPET
CLEANERS

We Care For Your Carpet

746-5980

Commercial & Residential
We Use Only Truck Mounted Units
Al Eckroth - Owner

"We Treat You Right"
Home of the Handmade Dilly Bar
Jenny and Dean Kuhns
Owners
Northend Dairy Queen
1209 N 5th Street
701.772.3801

MORKVE
CONSTRUCTION
(218) 791-0689

Grand For
Forks

Dempsey Truck & Trailer Service
All Makes All Models
Full Service Tractor & Trailer Repair
Kenworth Specialists
Joe Dempsey 701-795-0226 40 Yrs. Experience
3101 North Washington • Grand Forks, ND 58203

Steve Vetter

Parishioner/Licensed Appraiser
Office: 701-280-1400
Cell: 612-770-8689
steve@eappraisaloffice.com
www.eappraisaloffice.com

• Minnkota Windows
• Doors • Siding
• Gutters • Roofing
1175 62ND ST. NORTH • GRAND FORKS, ND

(701) 746-7246 • 1-800-301-7246

www.donsabcseamless.com

ST. ANNE’S GUEST HOME
Housing For The Elderly

Low Rent Efficiency Apartments

“Home Like Atmosphere”

701-746-9401
TTY 1-800-366-6888

Heated Storage Available

216 Gateway Drive
Grand Forks, ND
58203

218-773-3700

Brand New Storage Facility in East Grand Forks!

For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952 • www.4lpi.com		

Financial Advisor
2860 10th Ave N Ste 300
Member SIPC MKT-5894J-A
Grand Forks, ND
701-772-1078

www.rileyslandscape.com
PO BOX 14963
WAYNE RILEY
GRAND FORKS, ND 58208
(701) 740-0470

TERRY DVORAK

www.sparehusband.com

Brian R Emerson

COMPLETE DESIGN,
INSTALLATION & MAINTENANCE

EAST GRAND STORAGE

Garage Sizes: 5 X10, 10X10, 10X15, 10X20, 10X25, 10X35

			

Market Swings making you
uneasy? Let’s talk.

LANDSCAPE & IRRIGATION

edwardjones.com

Systems Engineer

Phone: (701) 772-6408 • Fax: (701) 775-1132

dvorak@mstgf.com • www.mstgf.com

Large Selection of Homemade Sausage
The Finest in Seafoods
USDA Choice Fresh Meats
World Famous Jerky

2801 South Washington
Grand Forks, ND 58201
(701) 775-2009 www.lmmeats.com

St. Michael, Grand Forks, ND

A 4C 02-0490

