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PASTOR’S CORNER

Dear Flock,
I hope the middle of July has been blessed for you!

This weekend we transition our parochial vicars. Fr. Justin is now in Rossville and St. Mary’s, but God has not
left us hanging. He has given us another young, holy, zealous priest, Fr. Joel Haug. | thought I'd let him
introduce himself:

Greetings, St. Joseph Parish,
My name is Fr. Joel, and it is a joy for me to be joining your parish family!

Here’s a little of my background:

| was born and raised in Atchison, KS as the youngest of 5 (3 brothers and my sister is the oldest). | have been
blessed with very supportive parents, James and Aleda Haug, who have since moved away from Atchison and
retired to Tucson, AZ. | attended Catholic school through high school at St. Benedict’s School and Maur
Hill-Mount Academy, and | finished my undergrad degree at KU where | studied Spanish and Pre-medicine.

| went to college with the intention of pursuing medicine like my dad and brother, but my life was radically
transformed through my experience of God’s love through the St. Lawrence Catholic Campus Center. Through
attending the March for Life pilgrimage in D.C. and a retreat called Koinonia, | was welcomed into a vibrant
Catholic community characterized by joy and authentic friendship, and | wanted more of it! When | sought out
spiritual direction with Sr. Elena, one of the sisters of the Apostles of the Interior Life, | began to understand what
it really means to have a personal relationship with Jesus through prayer and the sacraments, and this growing
relationship changed everything. As | gave more time to God in prayer, developed substantial friendships, went
to confession regularly, and sincerely sought to live a moral life, | experienced a joy that | wanted to share with
others: | had found the one thing that truly sets my heart on fire.

In 2010, | was drawn to give my life totally to God as a priest, a path | had never even considered before college.
| chose to finish my degree before | joined the Priests of the Apostles of the Interior Life in Rome in 2012. There
in Rome | studied Philosophy for two years at the Lateran University, and then, beginning in 2015, | studied
Theology in St. Louis at Kenrick for the remainder of my seminary formation.

| was ordained a priest last year on May 25, 2019, and what a first year of priesthood it has been! | spent this
last year at St. Peter’s Cathedral and have grown so much in my appreciation of what it means to be a spiritual
father to a parish family. We are living in unique and challenging times, and | am excited to grow deeper in my
priestly-father identity here at St. Joseph and at Bishop Ward High School where I will be serving as chaplain for
the other 50% of my time. Though | will be serving at St. Joseph, | will remain in residence with Fr. Edward from
my community in Overland Park at our house close to Holy Spirit Church.

Fun facts:

My biggest saint hero is St. John Paul Il. | love to teach, run, stay in touch with friends, and play basketball and
catch of any kind. My favorite book would be “Into Your Hands, Father” by Wilfrid Stinissen or anything by Fr.
Jacques Philippe. My favorite thing about being a priest is probably seeing Jesus’ grace truly set people free
from their sins, wounds of their past, and any fears or hopelessness. God is good!

It is great to have Fr. Joel join our parish community. Welcome to St. Joseph, Fr. Joel!!
Everyone, | hope you have a fantastic week! | will be on vacation this week to give you a break!
In Christ’s Peace,

Your Pastor




