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Sigourney  

JoEllen O’Rourke ....................... 641-622-2316 
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Keota 
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St. Mary Parish Office Hours 

Monday - Thursday 

            8:30 AM - 12 noon 

Parish Office Phone   

641-622-2316 

 

Holy Trinity Office Hours 

Wednesday & Friday 

            9:00 AM - 11:00 AM 

Office Phone - 641-636-3883 

 

 

Bulletin deadline -  

Wednesday at 9:00 A.M.   

For ease in relaying messages for 

bulletin, send via email to: 

stmarysgrnyia@iowatelecom.net 

 

MARCH 29, 2020 

FIFTH SUNDAY OF LENT 
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Holy Trinity Parish 
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To schedule a Mass intention, please contact Jo O'Rourke during 

her office hours of 8:30�noon, M�Th.�  641�622�

2316� or�� stmarysgrnyia@iowatelecom.net�� Mass stipends for the 

Davenport Diocese at $5 per Mass. 

Parish Staff�

Religious Education 

           St. Mary�

������    Office� 641�622�2316�

�����     Shannon Greiner � Holy Trinity�

������    Cell�    641�660�3063�

       keotaholytrinitydre@diodav.org 

Altar & Rosary 

      St. Mary Parish Office�

� 641�622�2316�

���   Kathy Greiner � Holy Trinity�

������� � 319�330�6166�

     Ruth Johnson � HT Parish Center�

 Rental � 641�799�1678�Leave Message�

Prayer Line 

    Sigourney�� Nancy Weber 622�2877�

�          Bibi Glandon 622�3232�

��� Keota�  Jeanette Besser �

                                         641�635�2303�

��� Keota  Connie Sieren� 641�636�3856��

 

Readings for the Week of �

March 29, 2020�

Sunday: Ez 37:12�14/Ps 130:1�2, 3�4, 5�6, 7�8 [7]/Rom 8:8�11/Jn 

11:1�45 or 11:3�7, 17, 20�27, 33b�45                                       

Monday: Dn 13:1�9, 15�17, 19�30, 33�62 /Jn 8:1�11                    

Tuesday: Nm 21:4�9//Jn 8:21�30                                         

Wednesday: Dn 3:14�20, 91�92, 95//Jn 8:31�42                           

Thursday: Gn 17:3�9//Jn 8:51�59                                               

Friday: Jer 20:10�13//Jn 10:31�42                                                

Saturday: Ez 37:21�28/Jer 31:10, 11�12abcd, 13 [cf. 10d]/Jn 

11:45�56                                                                                      

Next Sunday: Mt 21:1�11/Is 50:4�7/Ps 22:8�9, 17�18, 19�20, 23�

24 [2a]/Phil 2:6�11/Mt 26:14�27:66 or 27:11�54 

Reconciliation �  On Saturdays before the start of the 5 PM Mass at ei-

ther Saint Mary or Holy Trinity, the Sacrament of Reconciliation will be 

available from 4�4:45 PM 

To report child abuse contact: Iowa Department of Human Services Child Abuse Hotline: 800

�362�2178 and if it involves clergy or church personnel also notify Alicia Owens, the Victim Assis-

tance Coordinator, 563�349�5002; vac@diodav.org or PO Box 232, Bettendorf, IA  52722�0004.�

OPEN OUR GRAVES 

Open our graves, Lord, 

remove us from the prison of death. 

 

Place your Spirit in us 

so that we may live 

in a world of freedom. 

Emergencies:  If you need anything in 

this time of need, you may call the par-

ish offices or Shannon Greiner. �

St. Mary’s Office�641�622�2316�

Holy Trinity� 641�636�3883�

Shannon Greiner�641�660�3063�

Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ, �

�

If you have this bulletin in front of you, it means that 

because of an infectious disease or other crisis Masses 

have been cancelled or you are unable to make it to 

those Masses which are being celebrated. Please know 

that all of you are in my daily prayers. �

 

As Catholics, the Sunday Eucharist is at the heart of 

who we are. So to miss gathering with our brothers 

and sisters, to not be able to listen to the word pro-

claimed, and to not be able to receive the Eucharist is 

deeply painful. Yet, we are a people of hope. And the 

ties that bind us together transcend time and space. �

 

So, in this time, I invite all of us to join together in 

prayer. Take advantage of Masses which are televised, 

streamed on�line, or broadcast by radio. Use these re-

sources, whether as individuals or households, to unite 

yourself with other Catholics around our diocese. �

 

Above all else, do not despair. You are not alone. The 

Church is with you. And, most importantly, God our 

compassionate Father, Christ our Savior, and the Con-

soler, the Spirit, is with you. �

 

With my prayers, �

Father Robert Lathrop�

Pastor�

Regular Visiting Hours: 

St. Mary and Holy Trinity Churches will both be open for 

regular visiting hours 8:00 AM to approximately 4:00 PM. 

We ask that you use the hand sanitizer in the back of 

church upon entering and leaving.  
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Holy Trinity sends their condolences to Steve Hahn and 

Chris and Andrea Hahn and family at the death of their 

wife, mother and grandmother, Rhonda Hahn.  

St. Mary Parish gives their sympathy to Dennis Seaba 

and David Seaba and family at the recent death of their 

wife and mother, Marguerite Seaba.  

LOOK 

 Sorrow looks back, worry looks around, faith looks up. 

—Anonymous 

Prayer for a Pandemic �

May we who are merely inconvenienced remember 

those whose lives are at stake. �

May we who have no risk factors remember those 

most vulnerable. �

May we who have the luxury of working from home 

remember those who must choose between preserving 

their health or making their rent. �

May we who have the flexibility to care for our chil-

dren when their schools close �

remember those who have no options. �

May we who have to cancel our trips �

remember those that have no place to go. �

May we who are losing our margin money in the tu-

mult of the �

eco�nomic market �

remember those who have no margin at all. �

May we who settle in for a quarantine at home �

remember those who have no home. �

During this time when we cannot physically wrap our 

arms around each other, let us yet find ways to be the 

loving embrace of God to our neighbors. �

Amen.  �

AT HOME PRAYER BOOKLET: Bishop Zinkula has 

put together an at home prayer booklet.  If you would 

like a copy, please contact  JoEllen at St. Mary Parish 

office 641-622-2316.  We can mail them out to you, in-

stead of visiting the office.  

Easter Flower Memorial Money:  If you have given 

Easter Flower Memorial Money at either of the parishes, 

we can either refund you the money or save it for Christ-

mas Flower Memorial.  Please contact JoEllen at St. Mary 

or Kathy Davis at Holy Trinity to let us know what your 

wishes are for the money.  

ON�LINE RESOURCES �

�

English Masses �

�

*CatholicTV Live Mass from the Basilica of 

the Sacred Heart at Notre Dame's campus in 

South Bend, Indiana. 10:00 AM ET every Sun-

day 9:30 AM ET Monday�Friday �

�

*St. Patrick's Cathedral Live Mass from St. 

Patrick's Cathedral in New York. 10:15 AM ET 

every Sunday�

�

*ETWN Catholic Channel�

Weekly Contributions:  St. Mary and Holy Trinity 

are still accepting weekly contributions. We know this is a 

hard time for many of you, but any contribution is wel-

come. You may mail these to the parish offices.  

 

St Mary—415 East Pleasant Valley, Sigourney IA 52591 

 

Holy Trinity– 109 North Lincoln Street, Keota, IA 52248 

Prayer Resources Liturgy of the Hours Find 

morning, daytime, evening and night prayers 

online. Pray the Rosary Pray along with videos 

for all of the mysteries of the Rosary. Light a 

candle online Light a digital candle and share 

your prayer intentions from your home.  See: �

https://www.ocp.org/en�us/blog/entry/

resources�from�home �

Parishioners can visit parishesonline.com, locate your 

parish with the search tool, and sign�up to automati-

cally get an email when a new publication becomes 

available. 
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5th Sunday of Lent�

Even though we say that we believe, there is a part of us that 

doesn’t. There are many times in our lives when we experience 

death, whether it be the physical death of someone we love, a 

failed relationship, the loss of a job, or a broken dream. As we are 

going through these death experiences, we can easily find our-

selves reaching out to God to make it better and fix it! We think 

that the proper order of life is to maintain the things of this world, 

especially those things that are essential to our sense of well�

being and security. We do not like change. The grieving that 

comes from our death experiences can keep us stuck and in des-

pair. If we have lost something or someone of great value, the 

very meaning and essence of life is lost with them. We need gen-

tle companions to lift us from despair and that is precisely who 

God desires to be in our life as well.�

God calls us out of our tombs, where we have been closed up in 

fear and despair, and shouts, “Come out!” He desperately wants 

to show us the path to hope and the new life that is possible after 

loss and death. But our faith can be weak, and we still prefer to 

cling to the memory of what we had rather than the joyful possi-

bilities of tomorrow. We sometimes live as if God is not real and 

that the transformative power of His resurrected presence is a 

story found in the Bible rather than a narrative unfolding in our 

lives.�

God is the God of surprises, not our demise. God opens new pos-

sibilities, begins new chapters, creates new verses, and brings us 

to new heights! We spend so much time and energy ruminating 

over what we left behind yesterday that we are far too tired to see 

what can unfold tomorrow. Loving someone new doesn’t negate 

our past loves. Embracing the love of a person, God, or life itself 

tomorrow doesn’t diminish the love of yesterday. Each of our 

loves is different, and one cannot be replaced by another. They 

don’t cancel each other out. God truly has tended to every detail 

of our lives, and if we listen to each detail, we find that they all 

lead us back to Him. Jesus wants us to come out of our closed�up 

tombs. Are we going to listen this time?�

TREASURES FROM OUR TRADITION 

 Not until the thirteenth century do we find a mention of 

a locked tabernacle. There’s some evidence for Eucharistic 

towers also, but often these were in an obscure corner of the 

church, or even in the off-limits sacristy. Many of us grew up 

“making visits” to Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament, but it’s 

clear this would raise some medieval eyebrows in confusion! 

To the present day, the Eucharist is always reserved only in a 

side chapel in many cathedrals. The principal focus in a ca-

thedral is always on the altar, symbol of Christ, and on the 

cathedra, symbol of the pastoral ministry of the bishop. 

 In your parish church there is probably a “sanctuary 

lamp,” a permanently lit candle or oil lamp indicating the 

presence of the Blessed Sacrament. Sometimes it’s in a red 

glass, not for any particular reason except that it’s easy to 

find. There is a story of a bishop missioned to Papua New 

Guinea who was distressed to find no sanctuary lamps 

burning in his new diocese. The people patiently explained 

that their churches were woven of grass, and that they de-

cided to place a chief’s standard, a trident, in front of the 

tabernacle. That was a sign in their culture that the “chief” 

was at home, like raising the flag over Buckingham Palace. 

The bishop, an Irish import, didn’t appreciate the British 

reference, so he ordered the candles back. The first church 

to burn to the ground was the cathedral, and after two 

more, the chief’s tridents returned. 
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JESUS’ MINISTRY SUMMARIZED 

 The story of the raising of Lazarus from the dead is the 

single longest story (apart from the Passion) in the Gospel 

of John. In it we find a summary of most of Jesus’ ministry. 

We see his very human nature as he is moved by Martha 

and Mary’s sorrows and as he himself weeps at the tomb of 

Lazarus. He is the wisdom of God’s Word made flesh as he 

explains to his followers that the death of Lazarus will 

serve as a sign of the glory of God. He crowns the miracles 

he works in John’s Gospel (which began with the most 

“human” miracle of making new wine at Cana’s wedding) 

by raising Lazarus from the dead—a “preview,” if you will, 

of his own death and resurrection to come. This portrait of 

Jesus reminds us, as we near the end of our Lenten journey, 

that he is with us, knows us, understands us in every mo-

ment of our lives. He knows the joy of our human feasting, 

he knows the sorrow of our weeping. As we prepare to 

walk with him through the days of Holy Week, we are 

filled with faith that—through Christ—God’s glory will be 

with us in every moment of our lives and—with Christ—in 

our life everlasting. 
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