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Holy Trinity Parish
1257+/,1&2/167.(27$,$

Parish Contacts
Pastor

Rev. Rob Lathrop................... 641-636-3883
E-mail: lathropr@diodav.org
Secretary-Bookkeeping-Bulletin
Sigourney
JoEllen O’Rourke....................... 641-622-2316
E-Mail: stmarysgrnyia@iowatelecom.net
Fax....................................................... 641-622-2389

Keota
Kara Sobaski ........................... 319-461-4501
kmdotski@gmail.com

St. Mary Parish Office Hours
Monday - Thursday
8:30 AM - 12 noon
Parish Office Phone
641-622-2316
Holy Trinity Office Hours
Wednesday & Friday
9:00 AM - 11:00 AM
Office Phone - 641-636-3883

SEPTEMBER 13, 2020

TWENTY-FOURTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

Bulletin deadline Wednesday at 9:00 A.M.
For ease in relaying messages for
bulletin, send via email to:
stmarysgrnyia@iowatelecom.net
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Parish Staﬀ

Religious Education

Debi Fritz  St. Mary
 Cell 6412242190

St. Mary Ministers
For the Month of September

sigourneystmarydre@diodav.org 

Volunteer Eucharistic Minister and Lector for Tuesday & Thursday morning Masses

keotaholytrinitydre@diodav.org

Weekend of September 12 & 13 - Saturday, 9/12 5:00 PM
EUCHARISTIC MINISTER
Cheryl Monroe
LECTOR
Cheryl Monroe

Sunday, 9/13 10:30 AM
Rhonda Wehr
Joel Yates

Weekend of September 19 & 20 - Saturday, 9/19 5:00 PM
EUCHARISTIC MINISTER
Connie McLaughlin
LECTOR
Connie McLaughlin

Sunday, 9/20 10:30 AM
Donna Bair
Holly Martin

Weekend of September 26 & 27 - Saturday, 9/26 5:00 PM
EUCHARISTIC MINISTER
Mike Wehr
LECTOR
Gail Pilkington

Sunday, 9/27 10:30 AM
Mary Gralapp
Joel Yates

 
Shannon Greiner  Holy Trinity
 Cell6416603063


Altar & Rosary

St. Mary Parish Office
6416222316
 Kathy Greiner  Holy Trinity
  3193306166
Ruth Johnson  HT Parish Center
Rental  6417991678Leave Message

Prayer Line

Sigourney Nancy Weber 6222877

Bibi Glandon 6223232
Keota Jeanette Besser 6416352303
Keota  Connie Sieren 6416363856
To schedule a Mass intention, please contact Jo O'Rourke during
her
office
hours
of
8:30noon,
MTh.
641622
2316 or  stmarysgrnyia@iowatelecom.net  Mass stipends for
the Davenport Diocese at $5 per Mass.

Holy Trinity Ministers
For the Month of September

Volunteer Eucharistic Minister and Lector for Wednesday & Friday morning Masses
Sunday 9/13 8:30 AM
EUCHARISTIC MINISTER Larry Davis
LECTOR
Tim Sieren
Sunday 9/20 8:30 AM
EUCHARISTIC MINISTER Nadine Greiner
LECTOR
Scott Sieren
Sunday 9/27 8:30 AM
EUCHARISTIC MINISTER Ethel Sieren
LECTOR
Tim Sieren

Eucharis c Celebra on
Saturday - 9/12 - 5:00 PM (S)
† Errol/Donna Hahn

Sunday - 9/13 - 8:30 AM (K)

† Wilbert/Bernadette Adam

Sunday - 9/13 - 10:30 AM (S)
† Kathie Hammes

Tuesday - 9/15 - 9:00 AM (S)
† Francis Sieren

Wednesday - 9/16 - 9:00 AM (K)
† Armond/Reba Kiefer

Thursday - 9/17 - 9:00 AM (S)
† Eugene Vogel

Friday - 9/18 - 9:00 AM (K)
† Brian Cave

Saturday - 9/19 - 5:00 PM (S)

† Ron Merz/Rosemary Shannon

Sunday - 9/20 - 8:30 AM (K)
† Donald Hahn

Sunday - 9/20 - 10:30 AM (S)

Readings for the Week of 
September 13, 2020

Monday: Nm 21:4b9/Phil 2:611/Jn 3:1317
Tuesday: 1 Cor 12:1214, 2731a/Jn 19:2527
Wednesday: 1 Cor 12:31²13:13/Lk 7:3135
Thursday: 1 Cor 15:111/Lk 7:3650
Friday: 1 Cor 15:1220/Lk 8:13
Saturday: 1 Cor 15:3537, 4249/Lk 8:415
Next Sunday: Is 55:69/Ps 145:23, 89, 1718 [18a]/Phil 1:20c
24, 27a/Mt 20:116a

† Ron/LeaAnn Strohman





SEPTEMBER 13, 2020|TWENTYͲFOURTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

S T . M A R Y P A R I S H 



















|3

Should I Stay or Should I Go?
Life is not always easy on us and it can be hard to figure out
the next step to take in our journey. We can even become
immobilized by indecisiveness and fear about making the
wrong move or choosing the incorrect path. I think of the
song, Should I Stay, or Should I Go, as a mantra for many
times in my life. Should I stay in this house, this job, or this
car? Should I go here or there? When those times of decision surface, I usually turn to my wife, my friends, or even
my children. Talking it out can help, and their perspectives
give me more data to consider. When I lean on others to
help me make a decision, it helps me become more confident in my choices.
Discerning the will of God is not easy either. Rarely do we
understand God’s calling clearly at first. God’s calling is
always more easily discerned within a community of faithful disciples. Our stewardship way of life can suffer greatly
if we refuse to allow others to assist us in the process of
discernment. What gifts or talents are needed for the task at
hand? Where do I fit best into God’s plan? Where is God
leading me? No one should have to decide the answers to
these questions alone. We need to always lean on the Body
of Christ to help us see the path that God has laid before us.
Without a little help along the journey, over time we might
find ourselves stuck in the same place where we started.

I love books! I love to read! The evening of September 6th I spent
several hours reading through the religious education materials
that had been delivered. My excitement grew with each book I
opened. I find it amazing how authors can convey knowledge,
feelings and passion through the written word. I hope kids, parents and catechists will enjoy learning and refreshing their
knowledge about our Catholic faith through these resources.
Kindergarten, first, third, fourth, fifth and sixth grades will be
using the series “Christ in Us”. It includes a workbook and many
digital tools that younger children will find engaging. Each lesson
poses a question that will encourage inquiry, reflection and promote ongoing faith formation. Families with children at different
ages in this series will explore the same concepts, but presented
at a level compatible for his/her grade.
Second graders will be learning from workbooks produced by the
Augustine Institute. The first, Signs of Grace: You Are Forgiven
will guide the child into understanding the sacrament of reconciliation. The second, Signs of Grace: You Are Loved will assist
with preparation for the sacrament of the Eucharist. These workbooks do a great job at conveying key words and objectives for
understanding these two very important sacraments.
Our seventh and eight graders will be using “Catholic Connections for Middle Schoolers”. The book is lengthy and the content
will be split over two years. It is split into several “courses”.
Three courses use the framework of the Creed to explore central
beliefs of Catholics. Two courses cover “Sacraments and Prayer”
and The Eucharist. One course covers Christian Morality and
Justice. The concept of prayer will be integrated throughout the
entire program. The resources in this program, which have been
developed to help a catechist be effective, are wonderful.

St. Mary Stewardship 
Envelopes 
Weekly Budget ............................... $2,307
Received ........................................... $5,007
Envelope Budget to Date ............ $23,070
Actual to Date ...............................$25,097
Oﬀertory 
Weekly Budget .................................. $240
Received ..............................................$102
Offertory Budget to Date ............. $2,400
Actual to Date .................................... $724




Confirmation will be using the “Chosen” program. This is a section from the program overview: “Catechesis is different than an
academic course, which seeks to impart knowledge about a given
subject….the goal of catechesis is to bring about a personal encounter with Jesus Christ. It is teaching for conversion. The end
result of effective catechesis is not a classroom full of smart students, but a community full of disciples. Each lesson of Chosen has
been carefully laid out with this aim in mind.” Doesn’t that make
you want to come be part of the class!

FORGIVE OTHERS
There are many kinds of alms the giving of which helps
us to obtain pardon for our sins; but none is greater than
that by which we forgive from our heart a sin that someone
has committed against us.
—St. Augustine
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Announcements—Holy Trinity
Holy Trinity Stewardship Ͳ No Report
Congratulations to Miles Lee Berg, son of Brandon and
Jessica (Schleisman) Berg, who was baptized at Holy Trinity Parish on Sunday, Sept. 6.
Condolences to the family of Marvin Sieren, whose services were held this past week.
Youth Plus Breakfast

Sunday, September 27th, 9:00 AMͲ12:00 PM @ Lagos Acres
CarryͲOut Available Ͳ Serving Pancakes, Eggs, Sausage, and Fruit
Free Will DonaonͲ All proceeds help make the "A3er Prom
Party Possible".

24th Sunday in Ordinary Time
What right do we have to limit the amount and degree of forgiveness we show to others when we are so desperately in need of
it ourselves? In not wanting someone who hurt us to downplay or
forget the gravity of their wrong, we cling to anger, resentment,
and wrath as a way of maintaining control. It is a way to
acknowledge and express our deep hurt. We fail to realize that in
doing so we hold ourselves hostage to these destructive feelings
and actually become mired in the bondage of sin. All we gain is
further alienation from ourselves, others, and especially God. We
are no longer free but tethered to all of this unresolved negativity.
Don’t we really want to let it go? The fact is that we need to.
A good selfreflective posture will quickly show us that when the
shoe is on the other foot and we are the ones in need of forgiveness, we desire it above anything else. This is especially true
with our relationship with God. It is hypocritical to want one
thing for ourselves and something else for another. Yet, many act
in precisely this way.
Perhaps we think that in offering forgiveness, even for the most
grievous of wrongs, somehow excuses the person of their wrong
and makes it almost acceptable. This is what makes revenge, retaliation, and punishment so attractive. We see forgiveness as
being an eraser that easily wipes away the offense without consequence. Or, we may believe that in offering forgiveness I must
somehow forget the wrong and open myself as a victim of even
greater possible hurts in the future. In fact, forgiving my sister or
brother of their wrongful actions or attitudes involves none of
this. It does not erase anything or position me vulnerably as a
doormat to be walked on.
Forgiveness is an act of freedom that restores honest dialogue,
shares true, and heartfelt feelings and acknowledges the consequences of an action. It admits that the wrong has caused a hurt
that must be healed and squarely positions responsibility on the
offender. The act of forgiveness recognizes our sinfulness and
brokenness. It also admits that the most saintly among us is capable of doing very grave and deep harm to another person. It sees
that we all can be victims of our passions and works in progress
that deserve unlimited chances to get it right. With forgiveness, I
release myself from the bonds of negativity and pursue a path of
restoration, wholeness, and healing. I do not forget the wrong nor
do I dismiss it. Sometimes, we have to stay far away from the one
who hurt us. But we can still heal internally and be free.
For the one who wants to be forgiven and the one who needs offer
forgiveness, the journey can be an adventure in learning what
brought us to this place and what is needed to move forward. This
is exactly how God treats us. Why would we not want to do the
same for others?
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If you know of someone interested in
learning and discovering more about
the Catholic faith or becoming a Catholic, Contact Fr. Lathrop at 319-795-9934
for more information.

Let us bless our Grandparents on this day. 
For without them there would be less joy in the hearts
of children:
Good and gracious God, you have given us the gift of
children, who in turn give us the gift of grandchildren.
Bless our children and help them to be good parents to
our grandchildren. Let the little children come to us
with arms wide open.

Reconciliation  By appointment only.
To report child abuse contact: Iowa Department of Human Services Child Abuse Hotline: 800
3622178 and if it involves clergy or church personnel also notify Alicia Owens, the Victim Assistance Coordinator, 5633495002; vac@diodav.org or PO Box 232, Bettendorf, IA 527220004.

Help us to open our hearts as wide as those little arms
that wrap around our necks. Protect them and their
parents from worry and stress.
And give us as many days of life as possible to hear
those little voices cry, "Saba!"
We ask all this in Jesus' name who is your Son and
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God
for ever and ever.
Amen.

St. James Fall Festival  Today, Sunday, September
13th from 11am  1pm, St. James Parish in Washington is having
their annual Fall Festival, but as a drive through meal pickup only. The meal will consist of Ham, Turkey, Mashed Potatoes & Gravy, Green Beans, Stuffing, Roll, Coleslaw & Brownie. The cost is
$12/meal. Meals may be picked up at the KC Hall in Washington.
The address is 606 W 3rd Street, Washington, Iowa 52353. Proceeds support St. James Catholic School. Preorders are helpful,
but not required. To preorder call 3196534504 and follow the
directions on the phone system.

AUTUMN
Besides the autumn poets sing,
A few prosaic days
A little this side of the snow
And that side of the haze.
—Emily Dickinson
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POWELL FAMILY
OF
FUNERAL HOMES
Sigourney, Iowa
641-622-3434
Funeral News
622-1007

Keota, Iowa
641-636-3109
Funeral News
636-2279

Lyle Donald & Samantha Lown, Directors
www.powellfuneralhomes.com

802 North Shuffleton • Sigourney, IA
sigourneylumber@gmail.com

PEST CONTROL

Sigourney
Cell
(641) 622-3565
(641) 224-2847
www.allamericaniowa.com

517 Hwy 1 South
Washington, IA

31-653-4313
www.edwardjones.com member SIPC

Jeff, Shirley and Carolyn Holm
Parishioners

641-622-2307
www.holmfuneralhome.com

877-611-2525

William &
Audrey Gretter

Phil Laux • Dalton Laux • Trevor Taghon

Your locally owned Funeral Home

In Memory of
Ron Merz

www.yourcountybank.com

Compliments Of

Locally Owned & Operated
3rd Generation Family Business

Daniel Voss

Your Community Partner • Your Community Bank

Ph: 641.622.2111 • Fax: 641.622.2006

ALL
AMERICAN

Financial Advisor

HOLM FUNERAL HOME

Mark Weber

Parishioner

Daniel J. Schuster, D.D.S.
641.673.4845

902 South 17th Street, Oskaloosa, IA 52577

North Main
Mini Storage

Bridgeport Campgrounds
Residential & Commercial Storage
Campground with Full Hookups

641-622-2306

641-622-2071

803 North Main, Sigourney, IA

Justin & Becky Abell,

Parishioners

We Appreciate
the Bulletin

Serving You Since 1927

Jerry & Rita Sheetz - Parishioners

641-636-3771
P.O. Box 218
Keota, IA 52248

Denny & Lois

Contact Bert Spore to place an ad today!
bspore@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x2527

204 N Keokuk Washington Rd.
Keota, IA 52248
(641) 636-3400

Libertyville - Fairfield - Eldon
Keosauqua - Keota
MEMBER FDIC
641-472-9839

Agent: David Wilson
Sigourney | Washington | Columbus Junction

Compliments of
Dennis Franzen

John N. Wehr

24 Hr Emergency Service

Sigourney, IA

Residential-Farm-Commercial
40 Years of Experience

Parishioner

319-653-2831

WHERE WE TREAT YOU LIKE FAMILY!

Salon
House
& Spa
Amy McLaughlin-Walker, Owner/Cosmetologist/Parishioner
Bobbie Jo Kracht, Brandi Miller, Jordan Patterson, Stylists
Gini Garrett, Healing Arts

202 N. Main St. • Sigourney, IA

			

For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952 • www.4lpi.com		

641-622-3772

Knights of Columbus
of Harper, IA

St. Mary, Sigourney/Holy Trinity, Keota, IA

A 4C 02-0498

