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Holy Trinity Parish
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Parish Contacts
Pastor

Rev. Rob Lathrop................... 641-636-3883
E-mail: lathropr@diodav.org
Secretary-Bookkeeping-Bulletin
Sigourney
JoEllen O’Rourke....................... 641-622-2316
E-Mail: stmarysgrnyia@iowatelecom.net
Fax....................................................... 641-622-2389

Keota
Kara Sobaski ........................... 319-461-4501
kmdotski@gmail.com

St. Mary Parish Office Hours
Monday - Thursday
8:30 AM - 12 noon
Parish Office Phone
641-622-2316
Holy Trinity Office Hours
Wednesday & Friday
9:00 AM - 11:00 AM
Office Phone - 641-636-3883

NOVEMBER 15, 2020

THIRTY-THIRD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

Bulletin deadline Wednesday at 9:00 A.M.
For ease in relaying messages for
bulletin, send via email to:
stmarysgrnyia@iowatelecom.net
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Parish Staﬀ
Religious Education

Debi Fritz  St. Mary
 Cell 6412242190

sigourneystmarydre@diodav.org 
 
Shannon Greiner  Holy Trinity
 Cell6416603063

keotaholytrinitydre@diodav.org


Altar & Rosary

St. Mary Parish Office
6416222316
 Kathy Greiner  Holy Trinity
  3193306166
Ruth Johnson  HT Parish Center
Rental  6417991678Leave Message

St. Mary Ministers
For the Month of November

Volunteer Eucharistic Minister and Lector for Tuesday & Thursday morning Masses
Weekend of November 14 & 15 - Saturday 11/14 4:00 PM Sunday 11/15/ 10:30 AM
EUCHARISTIC MINISTER
Cheryl Monroe
Janis Collins
LECTOR
Cheryl Monroe
Janis Collins
Weekend of November 21 & 22 - Saturday 11/21 4:00 PM Sunday 11/22 10:30 AM
EUCHARISTIC MINISTER
Denise Conrad
Rhonda Wehr
LECTOR
Denise Conrad
Joel Yates
Weekend of November 28 & 29 - Saturday 11/28 4:00 PM
EUCHARISTIC MINISTER
Mary Sue Votroubek
LECTOR
Connie McLaughlin

Sunday 11/29 10:30 AM
Janis Collins
Janis Collins

Prayer Line

Sigourney Nancy Weber 6222877

Bibi Glandon 6223232
Keota Jeanette Besser 6416352303
Keota  Connie Sieren 6416363856
To schedule a Mass intention, please
contact Jo O'Rourke during her office
hours of 8:30noon, MTh. 641622
2316
or

stmarysgrnyia@iowatelecom.net Mass stipends for
the Davenport Diocese at $5 per Mass.

Holy Trinity Ministers
For the Month of November

Volunteer Eucharistic Minister and Lector for Wednesday & Friday morning Masses
Sunday 11/15 8:30 AM
EUCHARISTIC MINISTER
LECTOR

Ethel Sieren
Tim Sieren

Sunday 11/22 8:30 AM
EUCHARISTIC MINISTER
LECTOR

Kathy Davis
Mick Berg

Sunday 11/29 8:30 AM
EUCHARISTIC MINISTER
LECTOR

Larry Davis
Scott Sieren

Eucharis c Celebra on

Saturday - 11/14 - 4:00 PM (S)
† Marcella Snakenberg
Sunday - 11/15 - 8:30 AM (K)
† Patricia/Karyl/Elizabeth White
Sunday - 11/15 - 10:30 AM (S)
† Lloyd/Virginia Hammes
Tuesday - 11/17 - 9:00 AM (S)
† Francis Sieren
Wednesday - 11/18 - 9:00 AM (K)
† Theola Lyle
Thursday - 11/19 - 9:00 AM (S)
† Linda Herman
Friday - 11/20 - 9:00 AM (K)
† Bernard Moeller
Saturday - 11/21 - 4:00 PM (S)
† Elizabeth Conrad
Sunday - 11/22 - 8:30 AM (K)
† Ron Merz, Richard/Margaret Merz
Sunday - 11/22 - 10:30 AM (S)
† Mary Jane Kerber





SHARING OUR GIFTS
Autumn is the season for harvesting and sharing the fruits of
our labors. This week’s scriptures
use images of the harvest, family
life, pregnancy, and investment to
describe the abundant harvest in
the reign of God. We discover
that sharing the gifts we have
been given brings eternal rewards
for everyone.
In the Gospel parable a master entrusts his possessions
to three servants before going on a journey. Each is given
some talents. What they do with those talents determines
what the master will do with them when he returns. How
about us? What are we doing with our talents? How will
our Master treat us when he returns?
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Announcements—St. Mary
Sunday (Today)
Sacramental Prep Classes meet
First Reconciliation, 9:00 - 10:15 AM
Confirmation, 6:00 - 8:00 PM
Wednesday Nov. 25

Thanksgiving Eve Mass 6:00 PM @ HTP
(No morning Mass)

Thursday, Nov. 26

Thanksgiving Day Mass 9:00 AM @ StM
Masks will be required.

St. Mary Parish would like to thank the Pat & Rosemary
Shannon Family for the memorial money given at the time
of each of their deaths.

During the summer of 2020 I taught a class called Transformation Tuesday. The class revolved around the book “Choose To
Win” by Tom Ziglar. Through reading the book and involvement
in class activities, participants learned how to utilize a goal setting system (or a problem solving system). This system was applied to the following areas: physical, financial, spiritual, personal, mental, career and family.
I encourage you to apply the same procedure we used, to help
reach a goal or solve a problem in your spiritual life.
Create a list of desires, dreams or goals you have in the spiritual arena. Or what problem(s) would you like to solve?
Choose one item from your list and complete the following
steps.
List the benefits from reaching this goal or solving this problem.
List major obstacles you might face while working toward
the goal.
What skills or knowledge are required to reach the goal?
Who are individuals, groups, or organizations that may be
able to provide assistance?
Create a plan of action with specific steps to assist with
reaching the goal or solving the problem
Set a completion date. The more specific you can be, the
more likely you are to accomplish the goal or solve the
problem.
My spiritual goal for 2020 was to participate in a formal Bible
study. The benefits I would reap included increased knowledge
of the Bible, foster relationships with others and to increase my
inner peace. The major obstacle was finding a local group that
met at a time I was available. Knowledge required of me would
be the capacity to understand the written works of the Bible. The
list of people to assist me included friends, local churches, websites and a women’s organization to which I belong. My plan of
action involved setting specific dates by which I would contact
particular people to help me get involved with a Bible study
group. My completion date was to be involved in a group by
April 1, 2020.

St. Mary Stewardship 
Envelopes 
Weekly Budget ............................... $2,307
Received ........................................... $2,169
Envelope Budget to Date ............ $43,833
Actual to Date .............................. $40,564
Oﬀertory 
Weekly Budget .................................. $240
Received ..............................................$122
Offertory Budget to Date ............. $4,560
Actual to Date ................................. $1,405




I did find a group to join and it was scheduled to start in the middle of March. As you might have guessed, the pandemic cancelled
the gathering and as of yet, it hasn’t been rescheduled. So I went
to plan B. I participated in an individual Bible study, with guidance through eight days of live streaming on Facebook through
Ascension Press.
To start your list of possible goals or problems to solve, try looking at the Ten Commandments, an examination of conscience
guide, church teachings or a list of virtues. Perhaps God has already shared with you what you’re to be working on and you’ve
not taken the prompts. The possibilities are endless!
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Announcements—Holy Trinity
Today (11/15)
Sacramental Prep Classes meet
First Reconciliation & Confirmation, 9:15 - 10:30 AM

Congratulations to Robert Heisdorffer
and Amy Thompson who were married at
Holy Trinity Parish on Saturday, Nov. 14.

Wednesday (11/18)
HTP Finance, 6 PM/Pastoral Council Mtg. 6:30 PM
Wednesday Nov. 25

Thanksgiving Eve Mass 6:00 PM @ HTP
(No morning Mass)

EVERYDAY STEWARDSHIP  RECOGNIZE GOD IN YOUR
ORDINARY MOMENTS

Thursday, Nov. 26

Buried in Your Backyard

Holy Trinity Stewardship Ͳ No Report

I remember watching a television show about a high school that
dug up a time capsule that students had buried 25 years earlier.
They had buried it with the purpose of showing others many
years later the trends of the day and how student life was at that
time. It was a fun exercise and everyone ² the current students
as well as those now grown ² laughed at the clothing styles,
corny photos, and lack of technology from years ago.

Thanksgiving Day Mass 9:00 AM @ StM
Masks will be required.

USING TALENTS
If we use God’s talents, we shall find that they become
multiplied in the use. We thought we had two; we find we
have five.
—Richard Meux Benson

Can Catholics Gamble?
Question: The Bible says that J esus condemned gambling, but I notice that so many parishes have them at festivals and other events. What’s correct?
Answer:
Although Jesus speaks of our relationship with material
wealth and the very human struggle with greed, the gospels do not include any specific instructions related to
gambling. At the same time, the Church is very sensitive
to the needs of those who might struggle with an addiction
to gambling, and pastoral care should always be offered to
those who struggle with this reality in their life.

I wonder how the former students felt about how they had grown
in those 25 years. How many of them realized their high school
dreams? Did they find their purpose in this world and feel fulfilled in life? Did they use the talents and gifts God gave them to
really make a difference in the world?
We have all been given talents and gifts by God to be cultivated
and offered back to Him and those around us for His glory. As
time has passed, hopefully we have taken seriously our stewardship of these gifts. But sometimes out of fear, misunderstanding,
or even apathy, we have taken one or more of our gifts and buried
them, hiding them away from others and stifling all growth. This
is no way to honor God and certainly not a path to fulfillment in
life. If we have anything buried in our backyard, we might do
well to dig it back up, clean it up, and begin building upon it.
Like a time capsule, those things will not be buried forever. One
day the giver of that gift will ask what you have done with it.
When that day comes, I pray you don’t need to find a shovel.

While it is true that many parish or school communities
include gambling or games of chance in festivals and
fundraisers (e.g. bingo, roulette, ring tossing, dunking
booths, etc.), there is nothing inherently wrong these sorts
of events, given they are played fairly and within the limits of reason are not morally objectionable. As the Catechism of the Catholic Church reminds us: “Games of
chance (card games, etc.) or wagers are not in themselves
contrary to justice. They become morally unacceptable
when they deprive someone of what is necessary to provide for his needs and those of others” (no. 2413).
As in all things, moderation and a sense of healthy limits
should be applied to gambling and games of chance. For
those who find themselves living with addiction to gambling, help is available in various 12step and addiction
recovery programs.
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If you know of someone interested in learning
and discovering more about the Catholic faith
or becoming a Catholic, Contact Fr. Lathrop
at 319-795-9934 for more information.

33rd Sunday in Ordinary Time
God gives us the gift of His very self and asks us to invest it. Investing God’s greatest gift of Himself wisely, allows God’s kingdom to grow and flourish. God trusts us with this pearl of great
price in hopes that it will produce abundant fruit. While God’s
gift of self is realized in the gifts of faith, hope, and love, they are
not meant to be solely for personal benefit. They are intended to
be shared and are at the heart of Jesus’ blueprint for happiness,
the Beatitudes.
When we properly invest God’s greatest gift, His most treasured
possession, we invest in the wellbeing of all of our brothers and
sisters and the world in which we live. We take up most seriously
our call to be stewards and properly manage, not only our own
affairs, but the affairs of those around and before us. God has put
tremendous confidence in us. Do we have that same confidence
in God?
We often go the extra mile and put in the additional effort when it
comes to those concerns closest to us: our families, friends, careers, home and securities. But when it comes to things that are
not as close to us, we can become lax and less conscientious.
Tending to God’s treasure requires a great deal of focus and persistent hard work. It demands that I see the bigger picture, God’s
picture, in which selfsacrifice is a given as we labor for the establishment of God’s kingdom, God’s vision. Fear and a lack of
trust can loom large, however. We are afraid of letting go of what
is “mine” and apprehensive of jeopardizing what we have in order to venture into something bigger and more promising.
Fear and a lack of trust serve no purpose in God’s kingdom. They
benefit neither the person nor God. What is required is a courageous resolve that produces the fortitude necessary to stay the
course and do what God is asking. Doing all in our power to cultivate the seeds of faith, hope, and love in our world, working
diligently to put all of our relationships in proper order, becoming
attentive to systems and ideologies that hurt and oppress people,
being mindful of injustice, and laboring on behalf of the poor and
the needy are at the core of what each of us is asked to do. It is
how we invest God’s most precious gift wisely. If persistent, alert
and attentive, then life will gradually improve around us, there
will be greater peace and we will experience joy.
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From the Office of Evangelization

Emmaus- Will You Walk With Me?
How can we grow in faith and strengthen
our community in this time of distance?
Bishop Zinkula and Vision 2020 invite you
and your friends to journey with Christ
through the Emmaus small group initiative. Emmaus is a way for Catholics across
the diocese to encounter Christ in one another in a very personal way. Materials from the
“Discipleship Quads” program from Franciscan University
are now available. Parishioners are encouraged to form
their own groups. The program is free and available in both
English and Spanish. Instructions to help set up electronic
meetings are included. Everything you need can be found
here: www.davenportdiocese.org/emmaus. Also available
is a 15-minute YouTube explanation of the Emmaus Initiative, Presentation about Emmaus.

Please prayerfully consider your pledge to the Annual Diocesan Appeal. Our parish goals are:
St. Mary - $21,925
Holy Trinity - $26,700
If you did not make a commitment this weekend, please
return you pledge form to the parish this week. Your support and prayers are greatly appreciated.

&RYLGKDVEHHQKHUHIRUPRQWKVQRZDQGZLQWHULVORRPLQJ 0HQWDO
KHDOWK LVVXHV UHODWHG WR RXU ORFN GRZQ DQG WKH SDQGHPLF DUH HVSHFLDOO\
KDUGIRUSHRSOHZLWKGHSUHVVLRQDQGRWKHUPHQWDOKHDOWKGLVRUGHUV1$0,
7KH 1DWLRQDO $OOLDQFH RQ 0HQWDO ,OOQHVV KDV D KRXU KHOSOLQH 
1$0,
Reconciliation  By appointment only.
To report child abuse contact: Iowa Department of Human Services Child Abuse Hotline: 800
3622178 and if it involves clergy or church personnel also notify Alicia Owens, the Victim Assistance Coordinator, 5633495002; vac@diodav.org or PO Box 232, Bettendorf, IA 527220004.

Readings for the Week of 
November 15, 2020

Monday: Rv 1:14; 2:15/Lk 18:3543
Tuesday: Rv 3:16, 1422/Lk 19:110
Wednesday: Rv 4:111/Lk 19:1128
Thursday: Rv 5:110/Lk 19:4144
Friday: Rv 10:811/Lk 19:4548
Saturday: Rv 11:412/Lk 20:2740
Next Sunday: Ez 34:1112, 1517/Ps 23:12, 23, 56 /1 Cor 15:20
26, 28/Mt 25:3146
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POWELL FAMILY
OF
FUNERAL HOMES
Sigourney, Iowa
641-622-3434
Funeral News
622-1007

Keota, Iowa
641-636-3109
Funeral News
636-2279

Lyle Donald & Samantha Lown, Directors
www.powellfuneralhomes.com

802 North Shuffleton • Sigourney, IA
sigourneylumber@gmail.com

PEST CONTROL

Sigourney
Cell
(641) 622-3565
(641) 224-2847
www.allamericaniowa.com

517 Hwy 1 South
Washington, IA

31-653-4313
www.edwardjones.com member SIPC

Jeff, Shirley and Carolyn Holm
Parishioners

641-622-2307
www.holmfuneralhome.com

877-611-2525

William &
Audrey Gretter

Phil Laux • Dalton Laux • Trevor Taghon

Your locally owned Funeral Home

In Memory of
Ron Merz

www.yourcountybank.com

Compliments Of

Locally Owned & Operated
3rd Generation Family Business

Daniel Voss

Your Community Partner • Your Community Bank

Ph: 641.622.2111 • Fax: 641.622.2006

ALL
AMERICAN

Financial Advisor

HOLM FUNERAL HOME

Mark Weber

Parishioner

Daniel J. Schuster, D.D.S.
641.673.4845

902 South 17th Street, Oskaloosa, IA 52577

North Main
Mini Storage

Bridgeport Campgrounds
Residential & Commercial Storage
Campground with Full Hookups

641-622-2306

641-622-2071

803 North Main, Sigourney, IA

Justin & Becky Abell,

Parishioners

We Appreciate
the Bulletin

Serving You Since 1927

Jerry & Rita Sheetz - Parishioners

641-636-3771
P.O. Box 218
Keota, IA 52248

Denny & Lois

Contact Bert Spore to place an ad today!
bspore@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x2527

204 N Keokuk Washington Rd.
Keota, IA 52248
(641) 636-3400

Libertyville - Fairfield - Eldon
Keosauqua - Keota
MEMBER FDIC
641-472-9839

Agent: David Wilson
Sigourney | Washington | Columbus Junction

Compliments of
Dennis Franzen

John N. Wehr

24 Hr Emergency Service

Sigourney, IA

Residential-Farm-Commercial
40 Years of Experience

Parishioner

319-653-2831

WHERE WE TREAT YOU LIKE FAMILY!

Salon
House
& Spa
Amy McLaughlin-Walker, Owner/Cosmetologist/Parishioner
Bobbie Jo Kracht, Brandi Miller, Jordan Patterson, Stylists
Gini Garrett, Healing Arts

202 N. Main St. • Sigourney, IA

			

For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952 • www.4lpi.com		

641-622-3772

Knights of Columbus
of Harper, IA

St. Mary, Sigourney/Holy Trinity, Keota, IA

A 4C 02-0498

