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Holy Trinity Parish
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Parish Contacts
Pastor

Rev. Rob Lathrop................... 641-636-3883
E-mail: lathropr@diodav.org
Secretary-Bookkeeping-Bulletin
Sigourney
JoEllen O’Rourke....................... 641-622-2316
E-Mail: stmarysgrnyia@iowatelecom.net
Fax....................................................... 641-622-2389

Keota
Kara Sobaski ........................... 319-461-4501
kmdotski@gmail.com

St. Mary Parish Office Hours
Monday - Thursday
8:30 AM - 12 noon
Parish Office Phone
641-622-2316
Holy Trinity Office Hours
Wednesday & Friday
9:00 AM - 11:00 AM
Office Phone - 641-636-3883

NOVEMBER 22, 2020

OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST,
KING OF THE UNIVERSE

Bulletin deadline Wednesday at 9:00 A.M.
For ease in relaying messages for
bulletin, send via email to:
stmarysgrnyia@iowatelecom.net
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Parish Staﬀ
Religious Education

Debi Fritz  St. Mary
 Cell 6412242190

sigourneystmarydre@diodav.org 
 
Shannon Greiner  Holy Trinity
 Cell6416603063

keotaholytrinitydre@diodav.org


Altar & Rosary

St. Mary Parish Office
6416222316
 Kathy Greiner  Holy Trinity
  3193306166
Ruth Johnson  HT Parish Center
Rental  6417991678Leave Message

Prayer Line

Sigourney Nancy Weber 6222877

Bibi Glandon 6223232
Keota Jeanette Besser 6416352303
Keota  Connie Sieren 6416363856
To schedule a Mass intention, please
contact Jo O'Rourke during her office
hours of 8:30noon, MTh. 641622
2316
or

stmarysgrnyia@iowatelecom.net Mass stipends for
the Davenport Diocese at $5 per Mass.

St. Mary Ministers
For the Month of November

Volunteer Eucharistic Minister and Lector for Tuesday & Thursday morning Masses
Weekend of November 21 & 22 - Saturday 11/21 4:00 PM Sunday 11/22 10:30 AM
EUCHARISTIC MINISTER
Denise Conrad
Rhonda Wehr
LECTOR
Denise Conrad
Joel Yates
Weekend of November 28 & 29 - Saturday 11/28 4:00 PM
EUCHARISTIC MINISTER
Mary Sue Votroubek
LECTOR
Connie McLaughlin

Sunday 11/29 10:30 AM
Janis Collins
Janis Collins

Holy Trinity Ministers
For the Month of November

Volunteer Eucharistic Minister and Lector for Wednesday & Friday morning Masses
Sunday 11/22 8:30 AM
EUCHARISTIC MINISTER
LECTOR

Kathy Davis
Mick Berg

Sunday 11/29 8:30 AM
EUCHARISTIC MINISTER
LECTOR

Larry Davis
Scott Sieren

Eucharis c Celebra on

Saturday - 11/21 - 4:00 PM (S)
† Elizabeth Conrad
Sunday - 11/22 - 8:30 AM (K)
† Ron Merz, Richard/Margaret Merz
Sunday - 11/22 - 10:30 AM (S)
† Mary Jane Kerber
Tuesday - 11/24 - 9:00 AM (S)
† Harold Perdue
Wednesday - 11/25 - 6:00 PM (K) No 9:00 AM Mass
† Robert/Bertha Gretter Thanksgiving Eve
Thursday - 11/26 - 9:00 AM (S)
† Victor Menke Thanksgiving Day
Friday - 11/27 - 9:00 AM (K)
† Marty Hammen
Saturday - 11/28 - 4:00 PM (S)
† Victor Menke
Sunday - 11/29 - 8:30 AM (K)
† Kenneth Clarahan
Sunday - 11/29 - 10:30 AM (S)
† Clarence/Mike/Terry Appleget




CHRIST, KING OF ALL
On this, the final Sunday of the liturgical year, we celebrate the solemnity of Christ the King. By concluding the
year with this feast we are proclaiming our faith that Jesus
Christ is the one and only king over all seasons, all peoples,
and all of creation.
At the end of time as we know it, Christ’s work of restoring all things to unity and harmony with their Creator
God will be completed. This Sunday, when we claim Christ
as both our Shepherd and our King, we recognize our own
calling to participate in Christ’s saving work by caring for
those whom Jesus calls “the least ones” (Matthew 25:45).
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Announcements—St. Mary
Wednesday Nov. 25

Thanksgiving Eve Mass 6:00 PM @ HTP
(No morning Mass)

Thursday, Nov. 26

Thanksgiving Day Mass 9:00 AM @ StM
Masks will be required.

Sunday (12/6)
Sacramental Prep Classes meet
First Reconciliation, 9:00 - 10:15 AM
Confirmation, 6:00 - 8:00 PM
Sunday (12/13)
Sacramental Prep Classes meet
First Reconciliation, 9:00 - 10:15 AM
Confirmation, 6:00 - 8:00 PM

A THANKFUL HEART
A thankful heart is not only the greatest virtue, but the
parent of all the other virtues.
—Cicero

St. Mary Stewardship 
Envelopes 
Weekly Budget ............................... $2,307
Received ...................................... $1,256.50
Envelope Budget to Date ............ $46,140
Actual to Date ......................... $41,820.50
Oﬀertory 
Weekly Budget .................................. $240
Received .............................................. $139
Offertory Budget to Date ............. $4,800
Actual to Date ................................. $1,544




What have you done with what you have been given? This
is a question we will be called to answer. Writings of St.
Francis de Sales provide a framework to cultivate our gifts
and talents and foster a deeper relationship with God.
Encounters with God can occur anytime during our 24hour day, but sometimes we’re so “busy”, we don’t recognize God’s presence. St. Francis invites us to designate particular times and topics on which to focus as we connect
with God. Perhaps if we start with this type of structure,
we will be more mindful and recognize the many times
throughout the day when God is reaching out to us.
In the morning, share with God the gratitude you have for
today’s opportunities, the gifts and talents he has provided
and the resources being offered to you. Rehearse with God
how you want to act during particular conversations or
interactions that are scheduled or how you will handle distractions, which might occur. Then resolve to perform your
activities, in a manner of which God desires.
At the conclusion of your day, share your gratitude with
God for the events and interactions you experienced. Review with God how you handled various situations and
resolve to continue to improve on certain skills or virtues
tomorrow. If there’s a particular issue that keeps popping
up in the conversations with God perhaps you need to have
a more direct focus on those areas.

GRATITUDE
Let gratitude for the past inspire us with trust for the
future.
—François Fénelon
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Announcements—Holy Trinity
Wednesday Nov. 25

Thanksgiving Eve Mass 6:00 PM @ HTP
(No morning Mass)

Thursday, Nov. 26

Thanksgiving Day Mass 9:00 AM @ StM
Masks will be required.

Sunday (12/6)
Sacramental Prep Classes meet
First Reconciliation & Confirmation, 9:15 - 10:30 AM
Sunday (12/13)
Sacramental Prep Classes meet
First Reconciliation & Confirmation, 9:15 - 10:30 AM

Question: What is Eucharistic Adoration?
Answer: The practice of Eucharistic Adoration is a centuries old ritual and falls
within a broader category of devotions
and rituals that are associated with the
Sacrament of the Eucharist. In a particular way, Eucharistic Adoration is an extension of the worship and adoration of
the Blessed Sacrament that occurs in every Mass.
In a longstanding practice, a period of Eucharistic Adoration
often ends with “benediction,” the blessing of the faith with the
Blessed Sacrament.
Several parishes throughout the United States have introduced
the practice of perpetual Eucharistic Adoration, while other communities have the custom of shorter periods of Eucharistic Adoration. Care should always be taken that these periods of adoration respect the instructions outlined in Holy Communion and
Worship of the Eucharist Outside of Mass, the liturgical book
that gives the instructions for the proper celebration of Eucharistic Adoration.
Although adoration of the Blessed Sacrament can never take the
place of Eucharistic Communion, many Catholics find great
comfort and consolation in their prayers before the Eucharist
enshrined in the tabernacle or when it is exposed in the monstrance (both are equally valid, as the Christ is not more present
in one than in the other). But when we consider our eucharistic
devotions, it is always important to remember the fundamental
connection these acts of devotion have the celebration of the Eucharist in the Mass and reception of Christ in Communion.





Our Lord Jesus Christ, King of the Universe
Many Americans are fascinated with England’s monarchy. For
many different reasons, we are drawn to the regal pageantry and
all of the protocols associated with royal lifestyles. What’s most
amazing is that for all of the media attention focused on the comings and goings of English royalty, they really have very little
effect on the day to day dealings of their country. Thoughts and
images of kings and queens are often centered on this story book
understanding of who and what they are. We associate protocols,
etiquette, and proper words and actions to how we approach members of a royal family. These tools serve the necessary purpose of
keeping them isolated, enthroned, and at a distance. There is
something attractive about being an observer of ritual, pomp, and
circumstance. It’s almost theatrical.
Is this how we see Jesus Christ, too? We often behave as if Christ
is an isolated, enthroned, royal, and even ineffective king. Jesus
wants nothing to do with having the status of an earthly king. Jesus also does not want to be watched, observed, or set apart. He
wants to get down and dirty with the very stuff of life especially
the poor, marginalized, confused, hurting, lost, broken, imprisoned, and forgotten ones. Jesus is the king who turns the tables on
us and wants not only our attention but our engagement and conversion. He wants us to get dirty too.
How we treat other people is at the heart of Christ’s kingdom.
“Whatever you did for one of the least brothers of mine, you did
for me.” At different times in our lives we are all counted among
the “least” ones. We may not be physically poor, but we can easily become emotionally and spiritually poor. We may not be marginalized as many physically are, cast aside because they have too
many needs or don’t quite fit in. But who hasn’t experienced isolation, loneliness, inner turmoil, angst, heartache, or loss? Almost
every human being has experienced brokenness at one point or
another, or will most definitely at some future point, facing discouragement, fear, insecurity. People are thirsty for more than
water. We are imprisoned by our prejudices, misconceived notions and ideas, selffocused obsessions and ideologies. There is a
lot of pain and many least ones around us. Stop, look and listen.
This is what Christ the King is asking us to do. Look deeply into
the eyes and soul of your sisters and brothers, all of them, and see
Christ himself.
Being a spectator and observing all of the pageantry isn’t enough.
Jesus wants us to inherit the kingdom and live the kingdom. It is
built on the blocks of love, mercy, compassion, hope, faith, and
blessing. It engages those who want it, changes and informs
minds, inspires and transforms hearts, converts and renews souls,
and sets things right. There is such a great need around us. Are
you ready and willing to do whatever you can to serve in God’s
kingdom?
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Congratulations to the
SK Cobras on a great and
successful season! You
made our communities
proud.

There Is Much to Be Done
Growing up Catholic means I must have heard a million times the
passage in Matthew’s Gospel about how doing things for the
“least of these” means you have done them for Jesus. Okay, that
is an exaggeration to make a point. But it has been a slogan for so
many social justice activities, from clothing and canned food
drives, to letter writing campaigns and peaceful protests.

Thanksgiving Prayer
This Thanksgiving, let us remember all the good things, and people, who have come into our lives. We focus on thanking each
one who has helped us, and ultimately thank God for the good
gifts of this world. 
Let us pray… 
God our Father, Graciously accept from your humble people a
thankful heart and spirit. Everything we have and are able to
share with others ultimately comes from your love of your creations.
Often we think that everything we have is our own creation; we
ask you this day to create in us a spirit of gratitude, that we may
always know that all good gifts come from you.
We ask this through Christ our brother, in the power of the Holy
Spirit.

Growing up I only knew how to help the least of these through
the school and church activities of the time. Today, YouTube and
GodTube are filled with videos of creative ways people reach out
to one another. Have you seen the one about the pizza party for
the homeless? How about the fake lottery ticket or the house
bought from online donations for a poor man? There are even
videos of people paying for the car behind them at the drive
through! The awesome thing about this is that it serves as a witness to others. It is not boasting but instead sharing the Good
News. Giving and good stewardship can be contagious!
Our pastor has several times over the years handed out $10 bills
to confirmation candidates and asked them to “pay it forward.”
They can keep the money or use it to make a difference in someone else’s life. One teen planted a garden for an elderly woman.
One bought ingredients for brownies and sold them to give even
more than $10 to charity. The teens not only learned something
about good stewardship in the process, but also served as great
examples to the parish community.
As always, there is much to be done. The King is coming soon!
Let’s spread the news and some love at the same time!

Amen.

Readings for the Week of 
November 22, 2020

To report child abuse contact: Iowa Department of Human Services Child Abuse Hotline: 800
3622178 and if it involves clergy or church personnel also notify Alicia Owens, the Victim Assistance Coordinator, 5633495002; vac@diodav.org or PO Box 232, Bettendorf, IA 527220004.

Reconciliation  By appointment only.





Monday: Rv 14:13, 4b5/Lk 21:14
Tuesday: Rv 14:1419/Lk 21:511
Wednesday: Rv 15:14/Lk 21:1219
Thursday: Rv 18:12, 2123; 19:13, 9a/Lk 21:2028
Friday: Rv 20:14, 11²21:2/Lk 21:2933
Saturday: Rv 22:17/Lk 21:3436
Next Sunday: Is 63:16b17, 19b; 64:27/Ps 80:23, 1516, 1819
[4]/1 Cor 1:39/Mk 13:333
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POWELL FAMILY
OF
FUNERAL HOMES
Sigourney, Iowa
641-622-3434
Funeral News
622-1007

Keota, Iowa
641-636-3109
Funeral News
636-2279

Lyle Donald & Samantha Lown, Directors
www.powellfuneralhomes.com

802 North Shuffleton • Sigourney, IA
sigourneylumber@gmail.com

PEST CONTROL

Sigourney
Cell
(641) 622-3565
(641) 224-2847
www.allamericaniowa.com

517 Hwy 1 South
Washington, IA

31-653-4313
www.edwardjones.com member SIPC

Jeff, Shirley and Carolyn Holm
Parishioners

641-622-2307
www.holmfuneralhome.com

877-611-2525

William &
Audrey Gretter

Phil Laux • Dalton Laux • Trevor Taghon

Your locally owned Funeral Home

In Memory of
Ron Merz

www.yourcountybank.com

Compliments Of

Locally Owned & Operated
3rd Generation Family Business

Daniel Voss

Your Community Partner • Your Community Bank

Ph: 641.622.2111 • Fax: 641.622.2006

ALL
AMERICAN

Financial Advisor

HOLM FUNERAL HOME

Mark Weber

Parishioner

Daniel J. Schuster, D.D.S.
641.673.4845

902 South 17th Street, Oskaloosa, IA 52577

North Main
Mini Storage

Bridgeport Campgrounds
Residential & Commercial Storage
Campground with Full Hookups

641-622-2306

641-622-2071

803 North Main, Sigourney, IA

Justin & Becky Abell,

Parishioners

We Appreciate
the Bulletin

Serving You Since 1927

Jerry & Rita Sheetz - Parishioners

641-636-3771
P.O. Box 218
Keota, IA 52248

Denny & Lois

Contact Bert Spore to place an ad today!
bspore@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x2527

204 N Keokuk Washington Rd.
Keota, IA 52248
(641) 636-3400

Libertyville - Fairfield - Eldon
Keosauqua - Keota
MEMBER FDIC
641-472-9839

Agent: David Wilson
Sigourney | Washington | Columbus Junction

Compliments of
Dennis Franzen

John N. Wehr

24 Hr Emergency Service

Sigourney, IA

Residential-Farm-Commercial
40 Years of Experience

Parishioner

319-653-2831

WHERE WE TREAT YOU LIKE FAMILY!

Salon
House
& Spa
Amy McLaughlin-Walker, Owner/Cosmetologist/Parishioner
Bobbie Jo Kracht, Brandi Miller, Jordan Patterson, Stylists
Gini Garrett, Healing Arts

202 N. Main St. • Sigourney, IA

			

For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952 • www.4lpi.com		

641-622-3772

Knights of Columbus
of Harper, IA

St. Mary, Sigourney/Holy Trinity, Keota, IA

A 4C 02-0498

