
Parish Contacts 

Pastor 

Rev. Rob Lathrop................... 641-636-3883 

E-mail:   lathropr@diodav.org    

 

Secretary-Bookkeeping-Bulletin 

Sigourney  

JoEllen O’Rourke ....................... 641-622-2316 

E-Mail: stmarysgrnyia@iowatelecom.net 

Fax....................................................... 641-622-2389 

 

Keota 

Kara Sobaski ........................... 319-461-4501 

kmdotski@gmail.com 

 

St. Mary Parish Office Hours 

Monday - Thursday 

            8:30 AM - 12 noon 

Parish Office Phone   

641-622-2316 

 

Holy Trinity Office Hours 

Wednesday & Friday 

            9:00 AM - 11:00 AM 

Office Phone - 641-636-3883 

 

 

Bulletin deadline -  

Wednesday at 9:00 A.M.   

For ease in relaying messages for 

bulletin, send via email to: 

stmarysgrnyia@iowatelecom.net 

 

JUNE 20, 2021 

TWELFTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 
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Holy Trinity Parish 
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Eucharis	c Celebra	on�

Saturday - 6/19 - 5:00 PM  (K) 

   † Alfred Adam 

Sunday - 6/20 - 8:30 AM  (K) 

  † Kenneth/Theresa Peiffer    

Sunday - 6/20 - 10:30 AM  (S) 

  † Elizabeth Conrad    

Tuesday -  6/22 - 9:00 AM  (S) 

  † Fidelia Romero    

Wednesday - 6/23 - 9:00 AM  (K) 

  † Ron Merz 

Thursday - 6/24 - 9:00 AM (S) 

  † Jeanette Hammes 

Friday - 6/25 - 9:00 AM  (K) 

   † Donald Hahn 

Saturday -  6/26 - 5:00 PM  (K) 

   † Mary Ellen Henry 

 † Forrest/Phyllis Striegel 

Sunday -  6/27 - 8:30 AM  (K) 

  † Dolores Sieren    

Sunday -  6/27 - 10:30 AM  (S) 

  † Ida Mulert    
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Readings for the Week of �

May 20, 2021�

Monday: Gn 12:1�9/Mt 7:1�5                                                       

Tuesday: Gn 13:2, 5�18/Mt 7:6, 12�14                                                    

Wednesday: Gn 15:1�12, 17�18/Mt 7:15�20                                                

Thursday: Is 49:1�6/Acts 13:22�26/Lk 1:57�66, 80                           

Friday: Gn 17:1, 9�10, 15�22/Mt 8:1�4                                             

Saturday: Gn 18:1�15/Lk 1:46�47, 48�49, 50 and 53, 54�55 [cf. 

54b]/Mt 8:5�17                                                                                     

Next Sunday: Wis 1:13�15; 2:23�24/Ps 30:2, 4, 5�6, 11, 12, 13 

[2a]/2 Cor 8:7, 9, 13�15/Mk 5:21�43 or 5:21�24, 35b�43 

To schedule a Mass intention, please contact Jo O'Rourke during 

her office hours of 8:30�noon, M�Th.�  641�622�

2316� or�� stmarysgrnyia@iowatelecom.net�� Mass stipends for the 

Davenport Diocese at $5 per Mass. 

Parish Staff�

Religious Education 

Debi Fritz � St. Mary�

������    Cell 641�224�2190�

sigourneystmarydre@diodav.org �

�����    �

 Shannon Greiner � Holy Trinity�

������    Cell�641�660�3063�

keotaholytrinitydre@diodav.org 

       �

Altar & Rosary 

St. Mary Parish Office      641�622�2316�

���   Kathy Greiner � Holy Trinity�

������� � 319�330�6166�

     �

Prayer Line 

Sigourney�� Nancy Weber 622�2877�

�      Bibi Glandon 622�3232�

Keota�� Jeanette Besser  641�635�2303�

Keota � Connie Sieren� 641�636�3856��

 

To report child abuse contact: Iowa Department of Human Services Child Abuse Hotline: 800

�362�2178 and if it involves clergy or church personnel also notify Alicia Owens, the Victim Assis-

tance Coordinator, 563�349�5002; vac@diodav.org or PO Box 232, Bettendorf, IA  52722�0004.�

Reconciliation �  On Saturdays before the start of the 5 PM Mass at either 

Saint Mary or Holy Trinity, the Sacrament of Reconciliation will be available 

from 4�4:45 PM.�

St. Mary Ministers  

   

  For the Month of June 

 

Sunday  6/20          10:30 AM 

EUCHARISTIC MINISTER     Janis Collins 

LECTOR                                 Janis Collins 

 

Sunday  6/27         10:30 AM 

EUCHARISTIC MINISTER     Holly Martin  

LECTOR                                 Holly Martin 

Holy Trinity Ministers  

                                                     

For the Month of June 

 

Weekend of June 19 & 20  - Saturday  6/19  5:00 PM            Sunday  6/20    8:30 AM 

EUCHARISTIC MINISTER     Kevin Greiner                              Dave Shemanski          

LECTOR                                 Erin McGuire                               Dave Shemanski 

 

Weekend of June 26 & 27  - Saturday  6/26  5:00 PM            Sunday  6/27    8:30 AM 

EUCHARISTIC MINISTER     Diane Conrad  Tim Sieren        

LECTOR                                 Jinger Bell                                   Mick Berg 

THE GREATEST NEED 

 The world’s greatest need is not more Christians but 

more Christians who practice their Christianity. 

—Anonymous 

SUMMER 

 One swallow maketh not summer. 

—John Heywood 
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St. Mary Stewardship �

Envelopes �

Weekly Budget ............................... $2,307 

Received ............................................ $1,145 

Envelope Budget to Date ........... $115,350 

Actual to Date ........................ $112,588.50 

Offertory �

Weekly Budget .................................. $240 

Received  ............................................... $43  

Offertory Budget to Date ............ $12,000 

Actual to Date .................................. $5,017 

Announcements—St. Mary 

Congratulations to Daniel 

Collins and Kelly Lacey, who 

were married at St. Mary 

Church on June 12. 

Ho-hum, it’s Ordinary Time again. To some, this season may 

seem like a let down from other times of the liturgical calendar. 

But if we study the meaning of the word, ordinary, we will un-

derstand we’re not talking about a non-exciting or non-descript 

time.  Ordinary comes from the Latin term ordinalis, which 

means showing a succession of order.  We’re basically putting a 

sense of rhythm to the days and weeks.  During this time the 

Church continues the celebration of Jesus’ life by recounting his 

earthly ministry. 

 

The liturgical color for Ordinary Time is green. The color signifies 

a time of growth and expansion of the Church. We, as individu-

als must grow if the Church is to grow. We can look at ordinary 

time as a period of maturation, so we’re prepared for other sea-

sons of the liturgical calendar. 

 

So how do we grow? We can start by examining our habits. Your 

day-to-day life is a series of habits. If daily habits don’t include a 

spiritual practice, then there won’t be growth in this area of life. 

Maybe you could try one of the following activities for something 

out of the ordinary.  

 

An article in The Catholic Telegraph, “The Ultimate Guide to 

Ordinary Time” suggested we use our imagination to reflect on 

the daily life of Jesus. Using all of your senses, imagine Jesus do-

ing the simple things, such as eating, traveling, talking with 

friends and teaching.  What are the colors, textures, scents and 

tastes of this time? Picture yourself in one of the Gospel stories. 

How would you act or interact if Jesus stepped into your life, 

today? 

 

“A Celebration in Ordinary Time”, in The Arlington Catholic 

Herald noted how dates could make Ordinary Time special. We 

could get to know the dates of our baptism, first reconciliation, 

first communion and confirmation. It’s important to recognize 

how these sacraments set the course of our lives.  As you remi-

nisce about your participation in these sacraments, think about 

the priest, your classmates, godparents, catechists and other 

members of the church family who assisted you in this journey. 

Peruse pictures taken at these events and appreciate the joy on 

the faces of those who gathered to celebrate with you.  As you 

think about these dates, pray for those who will be going through 

these same events this year and pray for those who have strayed 

from the sacraments. 

 

On the website Catechist.com, an article entitled “What Catho-

lics Should Know About Ordinary Time” suggests we consider 

the fullness of Jesus’ teachings and miracles while on earth. Since 

a portion of this season occurs in the warmer months maybe we 

could link our daily prayers with the enjoyment of nature by 

praying outdoors when taking a walk, waking up early and en-

joying the sunrise using Morning Prayer, incorporating a family 

prayer time on outings. Perhaps we can explore the lives of saints 

on their feast days and find significance in their lives that can be 

related to our own. 

Waking God�

A show of hands, ladies and gentlemen. Have any of you been 

given the silent treatment and had absolutely no idea why?�

On the flipside, have any of you have sworn you’re not going to 

demean yourself by explaining, for the thousandth time, that you 

need extra help with the kids before soccer practice, or that you 

feel ignored when your spouse doesn’t ask how your day went?�

But sadly, love doesn’t give you the ability to read minds. And in 

the end, we learn the lesson again and again, we have to verbalize 

our feelings, our needs, our wants. Expecting your partner to an-

ticipate your needs is guaranteed to end badly.�

It’s the same with God, even though, oddly enough, He does have 

the ability to read minds. But He still desires us to explain our-

selves to Him, doesn’t He? “I’m feeling scared of this.” “I’m real-

ly worried about that.” “God, I think I need x, y and z. Help me. 

Please.”�

Jesus slept on that boat, as it was tossed and turned by the waves, 

until his disciples woke him. “Why were you sleeping?” they ask. 

Well, geniuses, he was sleeping because they hadn’t woken him 

up yet. They had wasted time cowering in fear, waiting for him to 

act. They gave him the silent treatment and they didn’t even know 

it.�

God doesn’t desire us to verbalize our needs as a way of keeping 

us submissive. He’s not that petty. What He desires is the com-

munication � that’s what really counts. That act of opening your-

self up, of becoming vulnerable, of relying on Him, trusting Him. 

If it feels like God is asleep in your life, ask yourself this, have 

you tried waking Him up?�
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Announcements—Holy Trinity 

Holy Trinity Stewardship � As of June 6, 2021�

Envelopes �

Weekly Budget ............................... $2,212 

Received ........................................... $5,395 

Envelope Budget to Date ............ $10,388 

Actual to Date .............................. $117,728 

Offertory �

Weekly Budget .................................. $298 

Received  ............................................. $208 

Offertory Budget to Date ............ $14,602 

Actual to Date ................................. $5,596 

 

FIM .................................................... $1,400 

To the parishioners of Holy Trinity Parish.  If you are 

requesting Mass stipends, please include your name and 

cell phone numbers with your request.  If you do not have a 

listed landline phone number, I cannot contact you if I 

have questions about your request for Masses.  You may 

also send the Mass stipend request directly to St. Mary 

Church, 415 E. Pleasant Valley,  Sigourney, IA   52591 and 

we will process them for you.  

12th Sunday in Ordinary Time�

As we look at our lives and world events, do we ever find our-

selves wondering if God is sleeping? After all, maybe God’s pa-

tient, unconditional love has run its course and He is finally fed 

up with humanity’s reluctance to accept the truth about who we 

are. God really can’t be that patient! All throughout human histo-

ry, many have prayed to God for intervention or for particular 

needs. Because their prayers were not answered in the way they 

wanted or anticipated, they felt that God may have abandoned 

them. Were they right? It seems that we are continuing, at a rapid 

rate, down a path of destruction. Do you not care, God, that we 

may be perishing? When the boats of our lives are rocking and 

the seas tumultuous, we want to know that we have God’s atten-

tion. Even more so, we want God’s intervention.�

Maybe the storms and the waves are necessary. If we listen, they 

can teach us valuable lessons. Without them, we would never 

learn that we have the strength to endure, understand the useless-

ness of fear and worry, or develop the ability to really trust. If 

God immediately rushed in and simply calmed things down be-

fore they got difficult, what good would that really be? We would 

miss opportunities to learn how to drink more deeply of life, 

treasure its complexity, irony, and beauty and fully engage our-

selves in surrendering to the love of our Creator. It is easy to walk 

on the surface of life without immersing ourselves in its messi-

ness. Life has to burn its way through us in order to bring us to a 

place of secure trust. It’s unfortunate that some prefer a shallower 

journey.�

That’s the balancing act that comes with faith. It is not God’s job 

to prevent us from encountering the torrential rains and winds of 

life. Many believe that if faith is done the right way, that God will 

provide for smooth sailing. That’s not how it works. God permits 

us to ride out the difficult stuff knowing that the storm will even-

tually be calmed. Do we not have faith that God will do this? 

True faith trusts in the steadfastness of God’s love when the seas 

are calm and when they are choppy. God’s unconditional loving 

presence shines through all of it and endures forever. Knowing 

this allows us to put our boats out into unchartered waters without 

hesitation. Knowing that we prefer the comfort and safety of what 

we know to be still waters, how do we feel when Jesus says, “Let 

us cross to the other side”?�
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Fr. Francis Dias, a Missionary with the Diocese of Battico-

loa, Sri Lanka will be in our parishes this weekend,  June 19 

& 20 to speak to us as part of our Missionary Coop which 

is held every two years.   

 

A brief outlook; The Diocese of Batticaloa, Sri Lanka 

Sri Lanka, which was known as Ceylon, is a small but 

beautiful island in the Indian Ocean. It is also named as the 

pearl of the Indian Ocean. It is a Buddhist country with 

two languages, three ethnic groups and four religions: Bud-

dhism, Hinduism, Islam and Christianity. Christianity was 

introduced to Sri Lanka in 1505 by the Portuguese. At pre-

sent Christians are minority of 7% of the total population 

numbering almost 21 million people in Sri Lanka.  

Special mention must be made emphasizing the onerous 

outstanding humanitarian work undertaken by the Jesuit 

Missionaries from USA in the fields of Education and mis-

sionary work in distant past. Batticaloa district will rarely 

forget the golden era of the contributions made by the 

American Jesuit Priests in the years gone by and outstand-

ing yet unbelievable sacrifices the Jesuit community made 

in the early stages. Batticaloa diocese for what is today is a 

total sacrifice of the Jesuits yesterday. 

Blessing of Fathers 

 

God and Father of all creation,  

we come before you today with humble hearts.   

You are our model of a loving father. 

When we fail and fall short of your expectations, 

You are always there at the end of the day with open arms, 

ready to heal the cuts and scrapes of the day 

and to encourage us to try again and not to give up. 

 

We hold up these men in our midst who act in the world 

as fathers to their children or models of fathers for others. 

 

Bless them in their moments of doubt and frustration with 

their children.  Given them warm and open hearts to for-

give failures.  Provide them with the words needed for en-

couragement and perseverance.   

 

We ask all this in the name of Jesus.      Amen.  

 

FATHER 

 Father! To God himself we cannot give a holier name. 

—William Wordsworth 
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641-622-2071
Justin & Becky Abell,  Parishioners

204 N Keokuk Washington Rd. 
Keota, IA 52248 
(641) 636-3400

WWW.LSBIA.BANK 

Find us on Facebook!

Equal Housing Lender

2270 Frontage Rd. W • Stillwater, MN • 651.439.3050

•Consumer Banking
•Online/Mobile Banking
•Cash Management Services
•Business Banking

•Construction Loans
•Personal Loans
•Business Loans
•Home Loans

MidWestOne.com

Equal Housing Lender

2270 Frontage Rd. W • Stillwater, MN • 651.439.3050

•Consumer Banking
•Online/Mobile Banking
•Cash Management Services
•Business Banking

•Construction Loans
•Personal Loans
•Business Loans
•Home Loans

MidWestOne.com

12 N Main St, Sigourney

641.622.2381
MidwestOne.bank

(641) 622-6161
121 S Jefferson St, Sigourney

Contact Terri Roe to place an ad today! 
troe@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x5897


