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Bible Studies  
Thursday evenings, 

7:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m.  
                    Mater Dei Parish Hall 

 

Evangelization Committeeee ee  
 

Come join us on the Mater Dei Parish 
Evangelization Committee.  New 
members and new ideas are welcome 
and encouraged.  Help us to bring 
Jesus’s mission for all of us to our 
parish family, to our local area and the 
country.  To take a look for yourself 
either come to a meeting on the 3rd 
Monday of the month (6:00 pm in 
the school basement) or contact one of 
our members:  Gabe Hillebert, Theresa 
Wicker, Ann Leiker, Deacon Bob or 
Diana Ortiz, Justin McLuckie, Terry 
Marlin, Kevin or Karen Mead and 
Andrea Hillebert. 

 

MATER DEI CHILD CARE NEWS  
 

It’s time to enroll for Summer Camp –  
Mater Dei Summer Camp is now enrolling.  

Camp starts June 1st – August 12th. Summer Program is 
for school aged children, kindergarten graduate to 12 years old.  Cost 
$150.00 weekly, full time openings only!  Sign up by the week.  Get 
your name on the list first and sign up for weeks needed.  First week’s 
payment expected at sign up time.  Travel the city/area and have fun 
with your friends.  Mrs. Cath, Miss Kate and Mr. Matthew are returning.   
 

See Mater Dei Child Care Director, Margaret Lachowsky for forms and 
payment.  
 
 
 

April 12th, Mater Dei School ’s Percussion Band played for the Child 
Care Center for Music Day for Week of the Young Child 2021. 

 
 
 

 

Troup 26 Annual Plant Sale 
 

When:  Saturday, May 8th from 
9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. 

Where:  Mater Dei School South 
Parking Lot. 
 

If we do not sell out, we will sell 
after the Saturday 5:00 p.m. 
Mass. 
 

Proceeds will help with Mather 
Dei Boy Scouts awards and 
activities. 

 

Parish Facilities Coordinator Part-Time Position Opening 
Mater Dei Parish is seeking a driven individual who would be 
responsible for marketing the parish facilities, organizing special 
events, and working with vendors.  This individual would attend 

most special events and be available during the critical times of final setup 
and guest arrival, as well as checking after event clean up.  S/he should 
possess dynamic interpersonal skills, demonstrate detailed communication 
both written and oral, and be highly organized.  A Bachelor’s degree is 
preferred with a focus in hospitality or 5 years’ experience in the hospitality 
industry.   
 

This position works closely and communicates with the Pastor and has a key 
position to project the standards of the Parish.  Approximately 20 hours per 
week and $15/hour with the potential of commission on booked events.  If 
you are the right person for this position, please submit your resume’ to the 
parish office:   
Mater Dei Parish, c/o Doug Petrie, 911 SW Clay St., Topeka, KS  66606. 
 
Mass Sign-up is no longer required.  P lease respect social 
distancing guidelines set by our County and State.  Pew markers are still in 
place to help maintain social distancing. 

 

Mater Dei Eighth Graders 
are selling Mater Dei masks to 
raise funds for their class 

gift.  Masks will be sold April 24th after 
the 5:00 p.m. Mass and April 25th 
after the 10:30 a.m. Mass.  They are 
available in both adult and child sizes 
and are adjustable. Masks are $8 
each.   
 

Thank you for supporting our eight 
grade class. 

 

Mass Sign-Up is no longer 
required.  Please respect social 
distancing guidelines set by our County 
and State.  Pew markers are still place 
to help maintain social distancing. 
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Catholic Cemeteries Cancels  
Memorial Day Masses 

 

Catholic Cemeteries of Northeast Kansas is canceling 
this year’s Monday, May 31 Memorial Day Masses at 

locations in Johnson, Leavenworth, Shawnee and Wyandotte 
Counties. Individuals and families will still be able to memorialize their 
deceased loved ones by decorating outdoor monuments and 
mausoleum areas in accord with Catholic Cemeteries’ regulations. For 
more information, call 913-371-4040; 
email information@cathcemks.org; or visit www.cathcemks.org. 

 

Come! . . . Arise my love, my beautiful one, and  
come! For see the winter is past, the rains are over  
and gone. During the this joyful  
Easter Season, as we celebrate the risen Christ and the 

promise of new life, come away and tend to the garden of your 
marriage. The next in person Worldwide Marriage Encounter Weekend 
Experiences, will be April 30 - May 2, 2021 and July 16-18, 2021, 
at Savior Pastoral Center in Kansas City, Kansas. For more information, 
visit our website at www.wwme4youandme.org, and follow us on 
Facebook. To apply for the weekend call/email Deacon Tony & Barb 
Zimmerman at 816-741-4066, tonybarbz@prodigy.net. 

 

 Planned Giving Brief: The Catholic Church is made up  
 of all races; families and singles, sinners and saints. In 
 these times of disruption and uncertainty, it is good to 
know that through our parishes, as members of the 

Catholic Church, we have unity. The Office of Stewardship and 
Development invites you to make a grateful response to God for the 
gift of your parish by designating it, by name, as a beneficiary of a 
retirement asset, annuity, or life insurance policy. James1:17.   
CatholicPlannedGiving.com. 

 

Hayden Catholic High School w ill offer (1) Christian 
Lifestyles Grant to an eligible freshman for the 2021-2022 
school year. This is a renewable grant based on 

community service, a sincere commitment to an active faith life, and the 
financial needs of the family.  
 

Interested parties may go online to www.haydencatholic.org, under the 
admissions/scholarship/Christian Lifestyles Grant tab to find the 
requirements and to fill out the Google Form application.  
 

For more information, please call Janet Schumacher at 272-5210 ext. 
104. Applications and supporting documentation must be submitted 
electronically. Application deadline is April 26, 2021 at 3:30 PM. 

 

Baptisms – The 4th Sunday of the month after the 10:30 
a.m. Mass.  Call the Parish Office, 232-7744, to schedule. 

 

THE KNIGHTS OF 
COLUMBUS - 
FINANCIAL 
REPRESENTATIVE 

POSITION IN THIS AREA 
Continuing the works began by Father 
Michael J. McGivney in 1882, for the 
protection of his parishioners, best 
describes the work of a Knights of 
Columbus Field Agent.  Ideal for a 
determined, high energy, high 
expectation, self-disciplined, 
independent, professional individual 
desiring to serve others.  There are 
currently openings in this area for 
which we are looking to hire an agent. 
 

We work exclusively with the families 
of Brother Knights and Catholic 
gentlemen who are eligible to join the 
K of C.  We have established territories 
where agents devote their working day 
to the needs of the members in their 
assigned councils.  Selling needed life 
insurance, long-term care, disability 
income and annuity products to 
Brother Knights and their families is 
the cornerstone of our financial plans 
and meeting the requirements of a 
successful field agent will allow you to 
earn a professional-level income.  This 
is a full-time position, with excellent 
training and benefits provided.  If this 
sounds like an intriguing opportunity 
that may be the right fit for you or 
someone you know, contact John A 
Mahon, General Agent, (785) 408-
8800, or john.mahon@kofc.org. 
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Archbishop's Call to Share 2021 
Fourth Sunday of Easter/Good 

Shepherd Sunday 
 

If a kid asks her parents for a dog, 
she might hear this response: "If you 
take care of it." The logic is simple: 
human beings respond to 
responsibility. We tend to treat 
things better when they belong to 
us. 
 

Jesus knows this, and shows us in 
today’s Gospel that His love is not 
the love of a hireling, who runs away 
when faced with trouble. Instead, He 
loves like the Good Shepherd, who 
lays down His life for His sheep, 
precisely because they 
are His sheep. When we have a 
stake in something, we tend to 
invest in it. 
 

God has entrusted each of us with 
this parish community. We are all 
truly members of it, and we all have 
a stake in it. The Archbishop’s Call to 
Share appeal is a great way to 
imitate the Good Shepherd by caring 
for what belongs to us, as opposed 
to merely using it like a hireling. 
 

Do we really believe that our parish 
is ours, that it’s been entrusted to us 
as a gift from God? If so, what 
should our commitment through 
the Archbishop’s Call to Share appeal 
look like? And if not, why not? God 
wants us to be a part of the fold, 
because He knows that responsibility 
and relationship are the only ways to 
grow in love. Please consider making 
a gift as a response to Christ’s call to 
be a good steward. 

“IMMERSION WEEKEND” - “We felt like we did when we were first 
married!"  
The Living in Love retreat is back in person and better than ever! Now 
called the Immersion Weekend offered by our friends at EverMore in Love, 
this weekend will help married couples experience the wonder of being 
more in love. June 26 & 27 at Holy Spirit in Overland Park More 
information, other dates and special coupon code for our Archdiocese found 
at www.archkck.org/livinginlove 
 
PROFESSIONAL CONTINUING EDUCATION - St. Thomas More 
Continuing Education Program The Catholic Foundation of Northeast Kansas 
(CFNEK) is providing a Catholic-centered Continuing Education (CE) 
Program for those in the fields of law, accounting, financial planning, and 
insurance on Friday, June 4, via a Live Zoom Webinar. Cost is $75. For 
more information and to register, visit https://www.cfnek.org/events/
sttomasmorecontinuingeducationprogram. 
 

The program begins with Mass celebrated by Archbishop Joseph F. 
Naumann at 8:00 am and concludes at 1:30 pm. Available CE credits 4 
hours CLE (2 ethics) for KS, 4 Hours CLE (3Ethics) for MO, 4 Hours (3 
ethics) Kansas Insurance CE, 4 hours CFP and recommended for 4 hours 
CPE accounting credits. 
 
“IMMERSION WEEKEND” - " We felt like we did when we were first 
married!" The Living in Love retreat is back in person and better than ever! 
Now called the Immersion Weekend offered by our friends at EverMore in 
Love, this weekend will help married couples experience the wonder of 
being more in love. June 26 & 27 at Holy Spirit in Overland Park More 
information, other dates and special coupon code for our Archdiocese found 
at www.archkck.org/livinginlove 
 
Join us at our first ever Enflame Spark Session! - You are invited to 
share in a series of three Spark Sessions -- each session will offer 
inspiration and resources to equip you on your mission of evangelization 
through the Prayer, Care, Share model. Are you interested in becoming a 
better witness of Jesus to others? Please plan to join us! Our first Enflame 
Spark Session will be held: Saturday, May 1 - NEW Date 9:00 AM - 1:00 PM, 
followed by an optional networking and dessert hour from 1:00-2:00 PM 
Keleher Center - Savior Pastoral Center 12615 Parallel Parkway Kansas City, 
KS  
 

Cost: $20 ($25 at the door) -- lunch and beverages will be provided. If you 
have any questions, please email our team at enflame@archkck.org.  
 

For everyone’s comfort and safety we will be asking all attendees to wear a 
mask covering their nose and mouth when not actively eating or drinking. 
We are also limiting registrations to allow for additional space between 
participants.  
 

The series will continue on after the first Session. If you choose to register 
for all three by Friday, April 30th, you w ill receive a discount of 
$10. The second and third sessions will take place on Saturday, June 19th 
and Saturday, August 14th at the Keleher Center from 9:00 AM - 1:30 PM. 
We hope you can join us for all three offerings!  
 

To register, go to https://archkck.org/adults/home/spark-session/ 
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GOSPEL MEDITATION -  
ENCOURAGE DEEPER UNDERSTANDING OF SCRIPTURE 

 
 

April 25, 2021 
4th Sunday of Easter  
 

Any builder worth his or her salt knows the value and importance of a 
cornerstone. Properly laying and securing this primary unit determines how 
the rest of the project unfolds and its success. Cornerstones are necessary 
elements not only of buildings but of lives as well. Many human beings 
conduct the business of their lives paying little attention to a grounding 
reference or starting point. Hence, what unfolds is a tapestry of relativism, 
with few anchors or guideposts and many impulsive choices. Some consider 
love to be their cornerstone. While this may sound attractive and useful, the 
pursuit of love without a simultaneous pursuit of its source can be shallow 
and self-focused. Just because a person chooses to do no harm and love 
others does not mean that they are living in truth and properly anchored to 
the real cornerstone. 
 

Jesus is the true and authentic cornerstone and shepherd. It is only in 
following the Risen One as the way, the truth, and the life that we can move 
from being well grounded ethical people to properly focused moral ones. 
Proper conduct, a true sense of justice, wisdom, virtue, moral principles, 
faith, hope, and love will be difficult to find unless we listen to the right 
Voice. It is when we learn to listen to the voice of God that we begin our 
journey on the road to salvation. It is only the Good Shepherd, the authentic 
and solid cornerstone, who can guide us through life’s questions and 
challenges and bring us to the safe and proper pasture. 
 

A person’s life only has meaning when the cornerstone is properly selected 
and set. Understanding themselves only as random acts of creation, existing 
without intent or purpose, will color their choices and influence their 
decisions. The foundation of their lives will be simply a matter of preference 
and choice, leaving benchmarks of growth and higher ideals optional to 
pursue. Whereas people who believe that they are fashioned and loved into 
existence by a God who purposely made them, have this incredible 
unconditional relationship at their source which has tremendous significance. 
Their allegiance is not to themselves but to their Creator. Life, then, is an 
adventure in search of this Creator God and a journey of self-discovery that 
seeks to unite their will to His. There is a cost. We have to give up our life in 
order to gain our life. As ironic as that sounds, it is true. It is only when we 
finally figure this out that the true cornerstone of our lives will be properly 
laid and we can, with God’s help, get about the business of properly 
constructing a temple that endures. 
 
©LPi 

 

 

 

Have you ever confided your problems to 
a friend, only to get the answer, “have 
you prayed about it as much as you’ve 
talked about it?” 
 

Like all good advice, it can really irritate 
the recipient at first. Here I am, 
vulnerable and wounded, unloading my 
problems, and this joker tries to load 
them right back up and ship them off to 
Someone with a higher pay grade.  
 

But again, like all good and irritating 
advice, it rings true if you sit and think 
about it.  
 

Sure, venting is helpful. We all need that 
friend or family member who can listen 
to our problems. But if we ever start to 
think that person can solve them, it’s a 
good sign that we’re losing perspective. 
 

Are you looking to the world for an 
answer? Are you looking in the mirror, 
expecting to find a solution to your 
problems? Are you expecting happiness, 
peace, contentment or justice to come 
from any place other than God?  
 

“It is better to take refuge in the Lord 
than to put confidence in princes,” the 
Psalms tell us. Well, I’ve never put much 
confidence in princes. But when it comes 
to problems, I often find myself telling 
God to take a step back — “I’ve got 
this.” 
 

It’s tough to pray about any problem as 
much as you talk about it. We want so 
badly to tackle the issue ourselves. But 
I’ll let you in on a secret: it doesn’t 
matter what the question is, we don’t 
have the answer. Take it to the One who 
does. 

— Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS 
 
©LPi 
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Jacob Askins Madison Good Jack Nork 
Margaret Barr Sandra Grabauskas Jason Ortiz 
Tom Becher  Joyce Green Dan Osborn 
Lela Becker Danny Halperin Kay Payne 
Kenny Bennett Marie Hammon Carol Peters 
Lorine Bloodworth Pat Hanrahan Mary Pineda 
Rick Bloomquist Maureen Harris Maddy Reynolds 
Marlene Gatesman Boboige Reid Harrison Jamie Robinson 
Bill Bond Chelsea Hernandez Celia Rodriquez 
Marcy Bowen Kathy Hestand Nellie Rodriguez 
Ashley Brock Nicky Hidalgo Isaiah Roeder 
Toni Brown Roy "Jim" Hillebert Elizabeth Romero 
Marianne Brownlow Bonnie Hisey Jerry Rose 
Aiden Burkhart Jim Hisey Josulyn Salsbury 
Robin Burns Scott Holmes Sam 
Pam Busch Erin Hutton Mary Anne Satterthwaite  
Cheryl Cafferty Teresa Jenkins  Sharon Scheck 
Bill Callies  Larry Johnson Julia Seago 
Adam Clark Pauline Johnson John Shirey 
Bill Cole Bryce Kalas Jim Simons 
Timli Cole Amy Kelly Melanie Sutphen Stafford 
Mindy Darling Maxwell Kelly Susie 
Mark Dechand Sam Kelly Bob Swafford 
Marie DeLong Shirley Kelly Kelly Terrill 
Mary Denise Dexter Theresa L. Don Thompson 
James Duncan Michaela Lake Tracie Sutphen Thornton 
June "Melody" Duncan Kathe Langer Nancy Tudor 
Becky Boboige Egan Gretchen Lindabury Kenny Unterberger 
Heather Endsley Margaret Longstaff Ren Valdivia 
Jackie Erwin Jesus Luna  Sierra Van Sickel 
Seraphina Espinoza Vivianne Marousek Austin Vail 
Kent Evans John Marr Paul Warfield 
Andrea Florez Davonta Martinez Debra Weaver 
Rachelle Florez  Tim McCarthy Ken Weber 
Joseph Frederick Frannie Miller Becky Welch 
Janice Gill Lindsay Miller Ruthie Welsh 
Betty Glettig Margaret Moore Sandra Williams 
Mary Godfrey Royce Muller Yvonne Yanek 
Alexis Gomez Brantley Ness Bibi Zweig 
Lisa Gonzales Cheryl Ness  

Schuylor Baum - Navy Benjamin Metzger - Army 
Jacob Crawshaw - Air Force Peter Oberle - Navy 
Ethan Figgs - Navy Mason Pakerson - Air National Guard 
Christopher Jones - Army Stephen Schmidt - Marines 
Joseph Immenschuh - Army Isaac Schreiner - Navy 
Mike Liotta - National Guard Dylan Treadwell - Army 
Mark Lojewski - Army Garrett Wilson - Navy 
Eddie Lyons- Navy Tyler J. Wilson - Air Force 
Clayton Mettleton - Air Force  

COLLECTION REPORT FOR FISCAL YEAR JULY 1, 2020 TO JUNE 30, 2021 
Receipts for April 2, 2021 to April 9, 2021 Fiscal Year to Date 

 White Envelopes $10,837.00 $351,243.47 
 Banking $6,189.00 $201,448.08 
 Plate $1,097.00 $10,472.87 

Total Collec!ons $18,123.00 $563,164.42 
 Amount Budgeted for Collec!ons $16,865.38 $691,480.58 
 Income Over/-Under Budget $1,257.62 -$128,316.16 

Bulletin Notice 
 

Deadline Monday 9:00 a.m. 
 

Announcements must be submitted 
to: 
 

Bulletin Editor - Gail Munoz, 232-7744  
or bulletin@materdeiparish.org 
(preferred)  

 

PARISH RESOURCES 
 

COUNCILS, COMMITTEES & 
ORGANIZATIONS 
 

Pastoral Council 
 

Finance Council 
Kevin Schmidt, Chairperson….……….232-7744 
School Council 
Deb Schmitz, Chairperson…..………..233-1727 
Parent Teacher Organization (PTO) 
Melanie Salsbury, President…..…..…608-5489 
Knights of Columbus 
Doug Holmes, Grand Knight………….817-6963 
Altar Society 
Merrill Befort, President………………..232-7744 
 

PARISH PRAYER CHAIN 
Erin Storrer………………….……..………224-6163 
Gail Johnson……………..………………..286-1350 
 

URGENT LIFE RESOURCES 
 

Pregnant?  Need Help? 
Gabriel Project……………………....913-602-0306 
or gabrielproject.com 
 

Abortion Pill Reversal Hotline 
877-558-0333 or abortionpillreversal.com 
 

Post-Abortive Help 
Project Rachel & Project Joseph -  
...........913-621-2199 or projectrachelkc.com 
 

Catholic  Guide for End of Life Planning 
archkck.org/profile/support/catholic-guide-for-
end-of-life-planning/ 
 

National Catholic Bioethics Hotline   
.............................................215-877-2660 
 

Suicide Hotline: 
....................800-273-8255 ǀ 785-841-2345 ǀ 
....................suicidepreventionlife.org 
 

Domestic Violence: 
YMCA.....................................785-233-1750 
Warmlines..............................866-927-6327 
Valeo.....................................785-233-1730 
Family Service & Guidance Center -  
.............................................785-232-5005 
Christ First Counseling............785-272-0788 



 
           Parish Directory 
 

Pastor…………....................... Fr. John Pilcher 
 
Deacon Chris Seago……………......................232-7744 
Deacon Bob Ortiz……..................….…..………232-7744 
 
PARISH OFFICE………………..….................…..232-7744 
Bookkeeper...................................Amanda Kincaid 
Resource Coordination..................Shawn Hillebert  
Receptionist..........................................Gail Munoz  
 
SCHOOL……………………….................………..….233-1727 
School Principal............................Andrea Hil lebert  
Secretary....................................Monica McCaffrey  
 
CHILD CARE CENTER………...…..................…232-1603 
Director..................................Margaret Lachowsky  
 
MINISTRY SUPPORT...................................232-7744 
Directory of Religious Education 
Liturgy Coordinator............................Kathy Woods  
Sick & Homebound Ministry ........Call Parish Office 
Eucharistic Adoration...................Call Parish Office  

Mass Schedule & Intentions 
   

 Monday, April 19, 2021  
 8:00 AM Larry Lambrecht V MDHN 
 12:00 PM Anna Hibbert V MDA 
 Tuesday, April 20, 2021  
 8:00 AM Phyllis Simoneau V MDHN 
 12:00 PM Josephine Fisher V MDA 
 Wednesday, Apr 21, 2021  
 8:00 AM Cecil & Francis Tunison VV MDHN 
 12:00 PM Ruby Leonard V MDA 
 Thursday, April 22, 2021  
 8:00 AM Father John Reynolds V MDHN 
 12:00 PM Thomas Mulligan V MDA 
 Friday, April 23, 2021   
 8:00 AM Leona Martinez V MDHN 
 12:00 PM William HardestyV MDA 
 Saturday, April 24, 2021  
 5:00 PM James Michaelis V MDHN 
 Sunday, April 25. 2021  
 8:00 AM Mater Dei Parishioners MDHN 
 10:30 AM Rita & Joseph McCafferty VV MDHN 

 5:00 PM James Reilly V MDHN 
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785-251-1006
www.befortlawfirm.com

BERKSHIRE 
HATHAWAY 
HomeServices

Tom & Marsha Madl 
Broker Associates 
TomMadl@yahoo.com 
madlrealestate@gmail.com

First, REALTORS® 
2858 SW Villa West Dr. #200 
Topeka, KS 66614

Tom 785-554-0806 
Marsha 785-554-0805 
Bus 785-271-2888 
Fax 785-271-7127

A member of the franchise system 
of BHH Affiliates, LLC

New York Life
Insurance Company

Edward T. Becker, LUTCF
Agent

Tel: 785-234-3188
Fax: 785-234-3188

Cell: 785-969-9980

ebecker@ft.newyorklife.com

        Title Insurance & Real Estate Closing 

5715 SW 21st St. • Topeka, KS 66604
Kyle J. Mead ph: 785-271-9500
Vice President & fx: 785-271-9452
Chief Examining Attorney e: KJMead@LTKansas.com

www.LTKansas.com

2905 SW Gage Blvd. 
Topeka, KS 66614

785-289-3188
Fax 785-783-3599

Contact James Bradley  
to place an ad today! 
jbradley@4LPi.com or  
(800) 950-9952 x2655


